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PART  III. 


OF 


REMITTENT  FEVERS. 


324*  T3  Emittents  hold  an  intermediate 
A V rank,  as  it  were,  betwixt  interfnitting 
(64)  and  continent  ( 1 94)  fevers ; for  they  neither 
have  any  apyrexia,  nor  do  they  proceed  in  an 
uninterrupted  courfe,  but  are  chara<fterifed  by 
fevewl  more  manifeft  acceffions  than  thofe  of 
continents^  until  they  attain  a perfe<St  folu- 
tion.  For  they  are  aggravated  at  ftated  pe- 
riods, frelh  acceffions  come  on,  and,  a few 
hours  afterwards,  they  gradually  remit.  With 
thefe  alternate  exacerbations  and  remiffions  they 
go  through  their  different  ftages,  without  leaving 
any  intermiffion  from  fever  between  fuch  pa- 
roxylms.  Hence  they  are  by  fome  named  com- 
pound^ by  others  continues  proportionales^  or  cotiti- 
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nua  periodic£e^  on  account  of  their  going  through 
feveral  courfes  fimilar  to  the  periods  oilntermittents^ 
or  continues  in  Jpecie  and  by  the  Greeks  they  arc 

called  avn^itc,  and  awixetc-  Morton  'j'  chofe  to  name 
them  continent  fevers^  ufing  the  term  in  an  entirely 
* different  fenfa-  from  its  common  acceptation.  But 
by  moft  they^e  denominated,  with  more  proprie- 
ty, remittents. 

* Sennert.  de  Febrib.  1.  a.  c.  13. 

f Oper.  t.  2.  de  Febribus  exercit.  2.  c.  3. 

325.  The  principal  diftindlions  of  thefe  fevers  arc 
derived  from  the  manner  and  time 

DilTerences. 

of  their  exacerbation.  Hence  fome 
are  named  quotidian^  others  tertian^  or  quartan  re- 
mittents^ as  well  as  fwiple^  double.,  or  triple.,  erratic 
and  vague.  Some  refer  to  the  clafs  of  remittents., 
the  fubcontinua  (69.  yi.)  and  fubintrantes  (yi-)  of 
Torti,  and  fuch  as  are  compofed  of  the  continued 
and  intermitting  fever,  or  continued  fevqj;s  of 
various  kinds  combined  together,  and  thofe 
which  are  more  properly  named  by  myfelf  and 
others  proportmiates.  But  as  we  have  already 
treated  of  the  true  Jubcontinucs  and  fubintrantes., 
which  in  their  origin  and  nature  are  clearly  re- 
ferable to  intermitting  fevers,  and  as  it  feemed 
more  advifeable  to  diftinguifh  the  proportionates, 
or  complicates , and  complexes,  from  the  reft,  and 
give  them  a feparate  difeuflion ; we  fhall  here  con- 
fine ourfelves  entirely  to  the  inveftigation  of  the 
genuine  remitting  fever. 
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326.  For  true  remittents,  in  their  very  nature, 
even  from  the  beginning,  are  conti- 

, , n-  Remittents  com- 

nued,and,  according  to  iome,  coniti-  pared  with  o. 

I /i  * ther  fimilar  dif- 

tute  a particular  genus  ot  Jpunous 
continents.  For  each  paroxyfm,  ef- 
pecially  in  winter,  commences  with  unufual  heat*, 
a tendency  to  deep,  head-ach,  or  at  leaft  heavinefs 
of  the  head,  flufhing  of  the  face,  and  a gradual 
increafe  of  the  pulfe  in  fulnefs  and  violence* 
While  the  remifhons  take  place  more  obfcurely, 
fince  during  them  the  pulfe  fubfides  little,  the  heat 
is  little  diminifhed,  there  is  no  fweat,  or  at  leaft 
fcarcely  any  can  be  perceived,  and  no  other  fa- 
vourable excretion  takes  place.  On  the  contra- 
ry, the  fubco7itinua,  and  thofe  which,  on  account 
of  their  anticipating  the  paroxyfms  and  their 
greater  duration,  become  fiibmtrantes,  as  they  are 
called,  intermit  from  the  beginning,  afford  more 
evident  fymptoms  both  of  their  acceflion  and 
remiffion,  and  after  a difcharge  of  fweat  and 
urine,  either  in  great  quantity,  or  with  the 
lateiitious  fediment,  become  mild,  and  require 
no  other  method  of  treatment,  than  fuch  as 
is  accommodated  to  true  intermittents,  from 
whence  they  are  derived.  Laftly,  the  proportion 
natce  differ  from  remittents,  on  account  of  the 
greater  conftancy  of  their  continuance,  and  vio- 
lence of  their  degree,  than  thofe  of  the  fubcontinuce 
and fubintrafites,  yet  the  nature  of  their  periods  is 
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more  manifefl:  than  that  of  fimple  remittents.  Be- 
fides,  remittents  generally  become  milder  in  the 
morning,  and  are  aggravated  only  at  mid-day,  or 
towards  evening ; which  is  by  no  means  fo  inva- 
riable in  the  Jnbcontinua^  fublntrantes ^ and  propor- 
tionata ; becaufe  their  courfcs  do  not  return  at 
any  particular  period,  but  fometimes  at  one  time, 
fometimes  at  another. 

* It  is  proper  to  remark,  however,  that  although  the  accef- 
fions  of  remitting  fevers  generally  commence  with  unufual  heat, 
as  we  have  already  obferved,  upon  the  firft,  and  fometimes 
on  the  fecond  day,  they  begin  with  cold  and  fhivering,  as  com- 
monly happens  in  mofl:  other  continued  fevers  which  are  at  all 
fevere.  Nay,  fometimes,  not  only  at  their  beginning,  but  as 
they  advance,  fliivering  fits  occur,  and  return  irregularly  for 
fome  days,  till  at  length  they  difappear.  In  the  quotidian  re- 
mittent of  the  autumn  and  winter  of  the  year  1782  and  1783, 
which  proved  tedious,  being  often  protradled  for  forty  days, 
about  the  feventeenth  or  twentieth  day  of  the  difeafe,  fome- 
times fooner,  fometimes  later,  fuch  cold  fhiverings  came  on, 
not  only  at  the  beginning  of  the  exacerbations,  but  alfo  in 
their  progrefs,  being  frequently  accompanied  with  a fpafmodic 
conftriaion  of  the  fauces  and  cheft,  coming  and  going  for 
feveral  days,  but  without  proving  fatal. 

327.  The  material  caufe,  as  it  is  called,  of  thefe 
fevers,  feems  to  be  nearly  the  fame 
as  that  of  the  continent  fevers,  but 
fomewhat  more  fparing,  or  unequal,  fo  as  to 
be  neither  fo  great  nor  fuch  as  to  be  capable  of 
fupporting  the  lame  febrile  motion  with  equal 
force  and  uniformity ; whether  that  proceeds 
from  the  place  in  which  it  originates,  or  from  the 
manner  in  which  it  pafles  into  the  blood,  or  from 
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its  fucceffive  and  periodical  evolution,  or  from 
whatever  other  circumftance.  But  I muft  not 
omit  to  mention,  that  fome  are  fully  of  opinion 
that  fuch  a caufe  in  its  nature  approaches  not  a 
little  to  that  from  which  intermittents  proceed  ; 
on  account  of  having  fometimes  obferved  remit- 
tents^ after  continuing  for  fome  time,  lofe  their 
continued  form,  and  gradually  become  intermit- 
tents. When  they  are  thus  changed,  however,  it 
feems  more  probable,  that  they  have  been  the 
fevers  called  proportionate^  than  fimple  remittents ; 
fince  the  latter  probably  never  were  obferved  to 
pafs  into  real  intermittents,  or  if  they  gradually 
become  like  them,  ftill  they  obftinately  refill  the 
bark, — which  they  would  not  do,  were  they  true 
intermittents, — and  thus  no  inconfiderable  dillinc- 
tion  intervenes  betwixt  their  proximate  caufe. 

328.  It  therefore  appears  moll  probable,  that 
either  from  a colluvies  of  the  prime 

* r ...  r . n . , ConjeSures. 

vie.^  or  irom  vitiation  of  the  fluids, 
or  from  the  conglobate  glands  and  whole  lym- 
phatic fyftem,  or  from  the  interllices  of  the  cel- 
lular texture,  fomething  is  occalionally  introduced 
into  the  blood,  by  which  thefe  fevers  are  not  only 
excited,  but  cherilhed,  and  now  and  then  recur 
with  frelh  accelfions.  Befides,  'according  to  the 
diverfity  of  the  remote  caufes,  which  lhall  be  enu- 
merated in  due  time, according  to  the 
difference  of  age,  temperament,  ha- 
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bit,  and  other  concurring  circumftances,  thcfe  fe- 
vers may  be  or  malignant',  pure.fimple,  pe- 

riodical^ regular ; or  anomalous ^ erratic^  and  com- 
plicated ; gc^ric  or  venous ; bilious  or  fanguineous  ; 
putrid Qx  infammatory;  or  lymphatic^  and  catarrhal^ 
and  varioujly  complicated* . It  is  not  my  inten- 
tion, however,  to  treat  of  them  all  j for  it  would 
be  an  endlefs  tafk  to  give  them  a feparate  difcullion, 
according  to  the  diverfity  of  their  caufes,  and 
peculiarity  of  habits  which  they  attack.  But  I 
fliall  reft  fatisfiied  with  adducing  the  principal 
kinds,  that  both  the  diagnofis  and  the  cure  of  the 
others,  may  be  in  fome  meafure  facilitated. 

* I cannot  omit  to  mention,  that  Dr  Buchan  (Dom.  Med. 
T.  2 c.  XI.)  has  fpoken  of  the  remitt  'nigfmer  as  being  a peculiar 
genus,  not  a diftincf  clafs,  of  fevers.  But  he  feems  to  h^ve  con- 
founded the  various  fpecies,  or  at  leaft  to  have  principally  de- 
feribed  the  proportionata,  which  I have  already  pointed  out ; as 
I fliall  fiiew  w'hen  I come  to  fpeak  particularly  of  the  fibres  pra- 
porfionala  or  compUcata, 
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CONTINUED  QUOTIDIANS  ; 


AND  FIRST, 

THE  CONTINUED  QUOTIDIAN  OF  THE 
ANCIENTS*. 


329.  The  continued  quotidian,  in  the  Arabian 
lanffuaee  named  latlca.  on  account  of  ^ . 

the  latent  heat  which  it  cherilhes,  ex- 
periences an  exacerbation  or  remiffion  daily  ; but, 
until  the  difeafe  be  entirely  overcome,  it  never  leaves 
any  intermiffion  between  the  paroxyfms,  which, 
in  point  of  violence,  and  in  the  manner  and  time 
of  their  attack,  are  ufually  perfectly  fimilar  to  each 
other.  'It  affedis  people  of  a phlegmatic  habit, 
thofe  advanced  in  life,  boys,  infants,  and  women 
of  a humid  conftitution,  and  is  particularly  apt  to 
attack  the  indolent  and  luxurious,  devoted  to  much 
indulgence  in  fleep,  or  fuch  as  live  on  a hard 
crude  kind  of  food,  thofe  who  dwell 
in  marfhy  fituations,  or  are  of  a 
corpulent  and  pituitous  habit  of 
body.  Hence,  perhaps,  it  happened  that  the  an- 
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dents  derived  it  from  phlegm  accumulated  and 
putrefying  in  the  blood,  and  therefore  gene- 
rally named  it  febrls  pituitofa  or  phlegmatica. 
Nor  does  the  opinion  of  the  moderns  differ  much 
from  that  of  the  ancients,  fmee  they  have  referred 
it  to  a mucus  and  vifeid  colluvies  overwhelming 
the  primiE  viae  and  the  reft  of  the  fyftem,  and 
which  has  acquired  a certain  degree  of  acrimony 
or  corruption.  Hence  whatever  may  increafe 
the  quantity,  lenter,  or  tenacity  of  the  ferum  and 
lymph,  or  induce  laxity  and  atony  of  the  fibres, 
or  retard  the  motion  of  the  aqueous  fluids,  is  con- 
fidered  by  them  in  the  light  of  a remote  and  pre- 
difpofing  caufe.  Such  are  particularly  old  age,  a 
phlegmatic  temperament,  the  winter  feafon,  flip- 
prefled  perlpiration,  or  the  checked  exertion  of 
any  pituitous  humour,  a watery,  cold  diet,  and  the 
like. 

* Synonyms.  The  quoticHana  continua  of  Sennert.  dc  Febrib. 
1.  2.  c 'XIV.  and  of  moft  authors.  The  febris  phlegmatica 
periodica  of  Avicenna,  de  Febrib  c.  46.  The  febris  plielgma- 
tica,  or  amphimerina,  or  continued  quotidian  of  Nicolaus  Ni- 
colus  de  Febrib.  The  quotidiana  in  fpecie'  of  Ettmuller,  oper. 
T.  2.  Colleg.  Pra£f.  p.  357.  The  febris  lymphatica  primaria 
of  Ettmuller,  Colleg.  Confult.  caf.  XXXI.  p.  1459  [a).  The  am- 
phimerina of  Sauvages,  Nofol.  Meth.  cl.  2.  ord.  2.  Gen.  IV. 

{a)  There  are  two  kinds  of  primary  lymphatic  fevers,  according 
to  Ettmuller  ; of  which  the  one  arifes  fpontaneoufly  without  be- 
ing preceded  by  any  other  difeafe,  the  other  fupervenes  on  con- 
valefcence  from  other  difeafes,  particularly  intermittents  of 
long  Handing,  in  confequence  of  too  full  diet  having  been  em- 
ployed. They  are  both  extremely  fimilar  to  the  continued 
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quotidian  of  the  ancients,  and  are  derived  from  vifcid,  and,  as 
lie  fays,  acid  lymph ; or,  w^hat  amounts  to  the  fame  thing, 
from  fluggifli,  crude,  badly  prepared  fluids,  namely,  fuch  as  arc 
of  a pituitous  kind,  and  are  removed  by  the  fame  kind  of  treat- 
ment. 


THE  DIAGNOSIS. 


330.  Befides  the  uniformity  of  the  heat  and  fe- 
ver, and  the  manifeft  aggravation  of  the  fymp- 
toms  in  the  evening,  and  reiniffion  in  the  morn- 
ing, it  is  peculiar  to  this  fever  to  commence  with- 
out cold  and  fliivering,  and  to  remit  without  fweat. 
Hence  it  is  eafily  diftinguifhed  from  the  fubcontU 
nua  and  fuhintrantes^  or  even  from  certain  of  thofe 
fevers  called  proportionata.  And  if  ever,  at  the 
coming  on  of  the  difeafe,  any  fenfe  of  cold  is  felt, 
or  any  fweat  is  perceived  during  the  remiffions, 
they  are  certainly  both  very  flight ; fo  that  the 
former  rather  refembles  flight  chillinefs  of  the  feet, 
or  furface  of  the  body,  and  the  latter  partial  moi- 
fture  affedling  the  head,  neck,  or  fome  other  part ; 
nor  do  they  occur  in  every  inftance.  The  heat 
at  firft  to  the  touch  feels  mild,  but,  on  applying 
the  hand  longer,  fomewhat  acrid  and  unequal. 
The  pulfe,  although  always  frequent  and  febrile, 
is  found  to  be  flower  and  weaker  than  in  other 
. acute  and  continued  fevers.  The  face  is  fome- 
what fwollen,  and  appears  lax  and  rather  livid. 
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There  is  a propenfity  to  fleep.  The  urine,  aS 
Riverius  afllires  us,  is  paTed  at  lirft  white,  watery, 
and  turbid,  afterwards  thick  and  reddifh,  but  not 
fo  much  fo  as  in  more  acute  fevers.  The  thirft 
does  not  prove  diflreffing,  unlefs  a peculiar  acri- 
mony of  the  fluids,  or  fuch  thicknefs  of  the 
lymph,  or  lentor  of  the  blood,  be  prefent,  that  in 
ccnfequence  of  diminution  or  depravation  of  the 
fecretion  of  faliva,  the  mouth  and  fauces  become 
dry,  when  the  tongue  is  frequently  covered 
with  a white  and  vifeid  mucus.  Nor,  laftly,  are 
the  other  febrile  fyinptoms  more  fevere. 

331.  Such  are  the  fymptoms  peculiar  to  the 
pure  and  regular  quotidian.  But  if  the  inflam- 
matory diathefis,  or  bad  chylification,  or  malig- 
nity, be  combined  with  the  fever,  the  fymptoms 


face  is  redder ; the  urine  deeper-coloured  ; the 
refpiration  more  oppreffed  and  difficult ; and  there 
is  a throbbing  pain  in  the  head,  and  fometimes 
watching,  at  Icaft  during  the  firft  days,  which  ren- 
der the  complaint  more  acute.  That  happens 
chiefly  in  certain  conftitutions  liable  to  inflamma- 
tory affedtions,  in  thofe  of  the  fanguineous  tempe- 
rament, and  in  V,e  prime  of  life.  But  if  this  fe- 
ver be  attended  with  pains  in  the  head,  neck,  or 
legs,  or  in  any  other  part,  as  the  arm,  fhoulder, 


The  variation  in 
the  lymptoros 
when  it  is 
combined. 


are  neceffarily  fomewhat  varied.  In 
the  firft  cafe,  the  pulfe  is  ftronger, 
fuller,  quicker,  and  harder  ; the  heat 
and  thirft  are  more  diftreffing  ; the 
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or  hand,  and  be  aggravated  during  the  pa- 
roxyfms,  becaufe  it  then  feems  to  partake  fome- 
■vvhat  of  rheumatifm,  the  name  of  rheumatica^  or 
rheumatffniatica^  is  beftowed  upon  it,  and  not  im- 
properly. In  the  fecond  cafe,  the  tafte  of  the 
mouth  is  vitiated,  or  becomes  bitter ; the  patient 
is  troubled  with  loathing  of  food,  naufea,  or  vo- 
miting, frequent  eru<5tations  and  flatulency.  The 
hypochondria  and  epigaftrium  become  fv^elled, 
opprefled,  and  affefted  with  borborigmi;  the  face 
and  eyes  are  yellow ; the  belly  is  frequently  loofe, 
and  very  fetid  ftools  are  palfed.  In  the  third  cafe, 
the  ftrength  is  greatly  reduced  without  any  mani- 
feft  caufe,  the  pulfe  is  irregular,^//^///^/  tendinum, 
confufion  of  mind,  and  diftrefling  dreams,  occur, 
while  the  fever  appears  to  be  flight ; the  heat 
mild,  the  urine  natural,  and  fo  forth.  But  in  or- 
der to  guide  our  judgment  the  better,  we  muft 
pay  particular  attention  both  to  any  miafmata 
that  may  have  been  imbibed,  and  to  the  nature  of 
the  epidemic.  When,  however,  from  fuch  fymp- 
toms  we  difeover  any  thing  of  a malignant  na- 
ture in  it,  in  that  cafe  it  fcarcely  differs  from  the 
malignant  remittent,  called  nervous^  of  which  we 
fhall  fay  more  hereafter  {43b),  and  therefore  may 
be  confidered  as  one  and  the  fame  complaint.  But 
the  remaining  differences  * 328)  will  eafily  be  dif- 
covered  by  attending  to  the  marks  we  have  al- 
ready more  than  once  laid  down. 
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332-  But  as  the  quotidian  m-oceeJs 

frZhcS'fc.  and  hotli  in  duration  and 

fymptoms  may  fome- 
imes  put  on  the  appearance  of  Iiedic  fever,  if 

not  primary,  at  lead  fymptomatic ; we  thall 
now  point  out  m what  manner  the  diaenofis 
between  them  may  be  formed.  In  hedic  fever 
then  the  heat,  which  is  otherwife  uniform,  is  in- 
creafed  on  taking  food,  and  a few  hours  after- 
wards returns  to  its  former  condition.  While 
in  the  quotidian,  even  though  no  food  has  been 
aken,  or  a long  time  has  elapfed  fince  the  taking 
ot  It,  It  IS  aggravated  only  in  the  evening,  and 
continues  to  increafe  until  midnight,  when  it 

^ and  in  the  morning  appears 

perfeaiy  mild.  In  heftie  the  pulfe  is  often  hard 
and  fmall ; m the  quotidian  it  is  foft  and  full. 

In  the  former  the  Ikin  is  wan  and  dry ; which  is 
by  no  means  the  cafe  in  the  latter.  Primary^ 
heftic  refembles  the  nature  of  continent  fevers 
the  continued  quotidian  that  of  remittent, ; and 
although  the  former,  when  it  is  fymptomatic,  in 
Its  acceflions  and  remiflions  approximates  more 
nearly  to  the  quotidian  form,  it  is  far  removed 
from  It  by  the  irregularity  of  its  type,  and  the 
prelence  of  another  difeafe  to  which  it  fucceeds  or 
which  It  accompanies.  I will  grant,  however’  if 
the  matter  he  Itill  urged,,  that  it  is  generally’an 
amphimerina,  or  continued  quotidian,  but  of  the 


OF  REMITTENT  FEVERS.  1 3 

fymptomatic  and  vague  kind.  Laftly,  hedic  is 
preceded  by  caufes  of  a very  heating  and  drying 
kind ; while  the  qaotidian  fucceeds  to  thofe 
which  are  cooling,  relaxing,  and  increafe  hu- 
miditv. 

THE  PROGNOSIS. 

333.  This  fever,  for  the  moft  part,  is  found  to 
be  tedious  and  difficult  of  cure,  nor  is  it  altogc^ 
ther  void  of  danger.  The  more  the  body 
abounds  with  fluggiffi  and  thick  humours,  the 
more  tenacious  thefe  fluids  are,  the  more  co- 
pioufly  they  infed  the  blood,  or  fill  and  obftrud 
the  fmall  vefi'els,  or  the  more  intimately  they  are 
colleded  and  ftagnate  in  the  glands,  cells,  and 
membranes ; the  more  lafling  does  the  fever 
prove,  and  the  more  obftinately  does  it  refift  the 
powers  of  art.  Hence  the  period  of  its  termi- 
nation is  uncertain.  For  it  is  fometimes  finilhed 
on  the  fortieth,  at  other  times  on  the  fixtieth 
day.  Sometimes  it  is  extended  even  beyond 
thefe  bounds.  The  beginning  of  the  difeafe, 
therefore,  reaches  nearly  to  the  twentieth  day. 
That  one  which  proceeds  more  flowly  and  mildly, 
and  which  is  excited  by  no  corruption,  or  acri- 
mony of  the  fluids,  or  mixture  of  bile,  according 
to  the  ancients,  is  generally  of  longer  duration  ; 
while  that  terminates  more  quickly,  in  which 
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feveral  evacuations  occafionally  take  place.  But 
the  difference  of  the  danger  is  caufed  by  the 
fymptoms  themfelves.  For  if,  at  the  very  begins 
mng  of  the  complaint,  there  is  proftration  of 
ftrength,  and  want  of  appetite,  as  the  patients 
then  feem  incapable  of  fupporting  the  continuance 
of  the  fever,  a fatal  termination  may  then  be 
dreaded ; which  will  ftill  more  certainly  occur, 
if  to  the  proftration  of  ftrength  and  want  of  ap- 
petite are  fuperadded  longer  continued  and  more 
fevere  paroxyfms,  and  deeper  fleep.  For  we  may 
thence  conclude,  that  not  only  the  fenfibility  of 
the  ftomach  is  blunted  by  the  colledion  of 
phlegm,  but  that  the  brain  itfelf  is  overwhelmed 
with  its  abundance.  But  vvdien  none  of  thefe 
fymptoms  are  obferved,  there  is  reafon  to  expedl 
a favourable  termination  of  the  difeafe.  The 
malignant  and  epidemic  fpecies,  and  that  combi- 
ned with  fymptoms  of  putrefadion,  are  more 
fatal  than  the  benign,  fporadic,  and  pure  kind. 
Nay,  it  may  then  cut  off  the  patient  within  its 
ufual  time.  Not  unfreqiiently  by  continuing,  it 
gives  rife  to  obftrudions  of  the  liver,  cachexy, 
and  dropfy,  or  it  paffes  into  fecondary  hedic,  to 
which  that  kind  is  more  prone,  and  occafions 
greater  danger,  which  is  combined  with  a taint 
of  any  of  the  vifccra,  or  with  another  particular 
complaint. 
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THE  CURE. 


334.  Since  in  this  fever  there  is  tpo  great  a 
quantity  of  phlegm  prefent,  the 

lymph  is  too  fluggilh  and  thick,  and 
there  is  every  where  an  exceffive  abundance  of 
ftagnant  mucus  ; while  the  folids  are  in  a ftate 
of  laxity  and  atony ; it  is  evident,  that  the  for- 
mer muft  be  attenuated,  refolved  and  excreted, 
and  the  latter  excited  and  ftrengthened.  Blood- 
letting is  hardly  admiffible,  iinlefs  plethora,  or  the 
Inflammatory  diathefis,  be  prefent,  or  the  fuper- 
vention  of  fome  fevere  fymptom  require  its  em- 
ployment. Scarification  affords  remarkable  relief 
in  the  headach  or  lethargy,  together  remedies 
with  friction,  pediluvium,  epifpa-  bleeding,  fca- 

^ ^ A X rincatioii,  fric- 

flics,  and  other  revellents.  But  if  ‘be  bath, 
the  patient  be  oppreffed  with  very 
deep  fleep,  cantharides  ought  to  be  applied  to  the 
occiput,  behind  the  ears,  and  to  the  arms,  or  legs. 
For  by  their  means  we  not  only  refolve  the 
vifcid  humour,  but  likewife  derive  it  elfew’-here, 
caufe  its  excretion,  and  excite  the  vital  powers 
themfelves. 

335.  Purgatives  as  well  at  the  beginning,  as  du- 
ring the  progrefs  of  the  difeafe,  occa- 
fionally  repeated,  both  free  tYicprima 
vi($  from  the  coiledion  of  mucus,  and  attenuate 


Purging. 


i6 


OF  REMITTENT  FEVERS. 


and  draw  off  the  reft  of  it  contained  in  the  clrcd- 
lating  mafs.  It  is  fometimes  neceflai*y,  however, 
to  prepare  it  for  excretion,  by  inciding  and  fa- 
ponaceous  remedies,  a pradice  which  is  found 
particularly  ferviceable  when  the  ftomach  abounds 
■widi  tenacious  mucus ; or  to  ejed  it  more  expe- 
ditioufly  by  emetics  ; and  alfo  to  give,  by  way  of 
drink,  thofe  things  which  are  attenuant,  open- 
ing,  and  promote  the  evacuation  of  urine  and 
fweat,  fuch  as  decodions  of  operient  or  flightly 
aromatic  roots,  preparations  of  gently  diapho- 
retic woods,  or  bitter  herbs.  The  fixed  lixivial 
falts  have  a very  (powerful  effed  in  diftblving  all 
glutinous  fluids  j after  which  come  the  neutral 
falts,  the  fpirit  of  hartfhorn  with  amber,  fpiritus 
mindereri,  together  with  the  volatile  fpirits  and 
falts,  Ample  oxymel,  or  that  of  fqullls,  kermes 
mineral,  and  a great  many  fimilar  compofitions. 
But  if  the  inflammatory  diathefis,  or  malignity, 
or  a poifonous  or  putrid  miafma,  be  combined 
with  this  fever,  the  treatment  muft  be  fomewhat 
varied,  as  the  kind  of  complication  and  conco- 
mitant fymptoms  may  feem  to  require.  It  is  then 
proper  to  call  to  mind  the  rules  on  this  fubjed 
already  delivered  in  various  parts  of  this  work. 
The  nature  of  the  food  alfo  muft  correfpond 
with  the  indications.  Upon  the  whole,  it  muft  be 
weak,  opening,  and  gently  nourifliing  ; nor  muft 
wine  be  altogether  wicli-held  from  the  patient. 
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THE  EPIALA  OF  GALEN 

336.  An  occafional  peculiarity  of  the  quotidian 
is,  that  patients  complain  of  h6at  and 

^ A variety  of  the 

cold  at  the  fame  time.  Galen  has  <|uotidian  dc- 
named  the  fpecies  in  which  this  hap- 
pens, eplala.  Scnnertf,  again,  confiders  it  as  being 
twofold,  namely,  true  and  fpurious.  He  has  con- 
ceived the  genuine  epiala  to  arife  from  acid  and 
vitreous  phlegm,  and  the  fpurious  onefrom  phlegm 
and  bile  blended  together.  But  as  their  alledged 
caufc  is  merely  hypothetical,  this  diftindlion  ot 
Sennert’s  is  quite  fuperfluous.  It  is  not  agreed, 
however,  among  the  ancients,  how  heat  and  cold 
can  be  perceived  at  the  fame  time.  To  offer  a 
conjeiElure,  I fliould  be  difpofed  to  confider 
it  as  being  rather  a fenfe  of  cold,  than  adlual 
cold.  For  in  confcqucnce  of  the  cutaneous 
nerves  being  irritated,  and  intimately  affedted  with 
fpafm,  the  idea  of  cold  may  be  excited  in  the 
fcnforlum  commune  of  the  patient  ; fuch  a change 
being  induced  in  the  mcditullium  of  the  brain  as 
w’ould  take  place  from  the  application  of  adlual 
cold  to  the  nerves  : and  moreover,  that  a fenfe  of 
both  heat  and  cold  is  felt  fimultaneoufly,  while 
all  the  nerves  diftributed  upon  the  furface  of  the 
body  are  not  fpafmodically  affeded  at  the  fame 
time.  For,  when  they  are  injured,  a fenfe  of 
VoL.  II.  B 
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heat  IS  necenarily  felt  in  them  ; but  when  fpaf- 
modically  affe£led,  that  of  cold. 

* De  Diff.  Feb.  1.  2.  c.  6.  -)■  L.  c. 

337*  ^he  epiala  is  of  very  rare  occurrence. 
In  treating  it,  the  ancients  recommended  power- 
ful attenuants,  inciding  remedies  and  iVimulants ; 
as  they  imagined  tlie  material  caufe,  from 
which  it  was  fuppofed  to  arife,  to  be  uniifaally 
thick  and  glutinous.  It  appears  more  probable, 
however,  that  in  it  to  the  cold  Icntor  is  fuper- 
added  a degree  of  acrimony,  by  which  the  nerves 
are  particularly  irritated.  But  we  mud  employ 
almoft  the  fame  treatment  which  has  already 
been  recommended  in  the  cure  of  the  continued 
quotidian,  or  phlegmatic  fever-,  although  gentle 
purging  is  more  eligible  in  the  epiala,  becaufethe 
W'eaknefs  is  greater,  and  the  more  powerful  ca- 
thartics arc  not  eafily  borne.  That  extent  of  pur- 
ging, therefore,  which  cannot  be  fafely  occafion- 
ed  at  one  time,  may  be  effeded  at  different  times 
by  means  of  gentle  cathartics,  which  gradually 
remove  the  obfl:rud.ing  and  irritating  caufe. 


THE  FEBRIS  SYNCOPALIS  HUMOROSA  OF 
AVICENNA  *. 

338.  It  may  be  remarked  likewife,  that  Avi- 
cenna has  eftablifhed  two  varieties  of  the  febris 
fyncopalis^  namely,  the  /yncopalis  minuta^  and  the 
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Cyticopalis  hiimorofa ; the  former  arifing  from  the 
bile,  the  latter  from  the  phlegm.  Each  of  them 
is  named  froni  the  fyncope  that  fupervenes  on  the 
acceffions,  and  diftinguiOies  this  fpecies  from  the 
others.  The  latter,  therefore,  namely  the  fynco- 
palis  humorofa^ — fincc  in  it,  on  account  of  the 
quantity  of  the  phlegm,  and  debility  of  the 
mouth  of  the  ftomach,  as  the  fever  came  on,  pa- 
tients were  funpofed  to  fall  into  a faint, — becaufe 
it  runs  its  courfe  in  the  manner  of  a quotidian, 
likewife  comes  under  this  head.  This  was  con- 
fidered  as  being  very  diflicultly  curable,  becaufe, 
in  confequence  of  lofs  of  ftrength,  neither  pur- 
ging nor  bleeding  are  admilTible.  On  which  ac- 
count Galen  preferred  the  mere  employment  of 
fridtion,  both  to  refolvc  and  evacuate  the  mor- 
bific matter.  He  ieems,  however,  to  have  al- 
lowed the  ufe  ot  clyfters  and  gentle  cathartics, 
and,  after  diminillfing  the  quantity  of  vitiated 
fluids,  and  thus  removing  the  danger  of  fyncope, 
that  of  the  inciding  remedies,  efpecially  oxymel, 
hylTop,  and  cinnamon  ; and,  laftly,  alfo  purging, 
as  was  the  practice  of  the  ancients  in  the 
continued  quotidian  from  phlegm.  But  it  is  pro- 
per to  remark,  that  thefe  fevers,  whether  they  be 
fimilar  to  quotidians  or  tertians,  generally  belong 
to  the  clafs  of  intermittents,  and  chiefly  come 
undei  the  head  of  the  conutatcs  pertticiofce  of  Torti, 
a’ld  are  quickly  and  fuccelsfully  removed  in  the 
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fume  way.  With  regard  to  regimen,  they  pre- 
fened  fparing  food,  of  a light  kind,  and  eafily 
digcftildc.  But  for  drink,  they  employed  either 
wine,  or  beer,  or  hydromel. 

* Lib.  4.  Fen.  I.  c.  53. 

SYMPTOMATIC  CONTINUED  QUOTIDIANS, 

339*  continued  quotidian  of  the  an- 

cients, or  phlegmatic  fever,  muft  be  transferred 
the  fymptomatic  quotidians  arifing  from  a mor- 
bid ftate  of  the  conglobate  or  conglomerate 
glands,  from  flrumous  tumors,  fcrofula,  buboes, 
lickets,  feurvy,  cachexy,  lues  venerea,  and  others 
named  by  Ettmuller  lymphatic^  or  divided  by 
Sylvius  * into  lymphatic ^glaiidular^  pancreatic^  and 
Jalival ; and  likewile  all  the  Jlatv  fevers^  or  Jwip- 
tomatic  hedlics  (313.  316.),  or  phthifical,  as  they 
are  commonly  called.  But  the  cure  of  thefe  is 
partly  derived  from  tliat  of  the  primary  difeafe, 
from  whence  they  arile,  and  partly  from  the  ge- 
neral treatment  of  the  quotidian.  There  is  alfo 
a particular  kind  of  quotidian  mentioned  by  Ett- 
mullerf,  which  is  referable  to  this  place.  It 
ufually  fupervenes  upon  lues,  when  the  difeafe  is 
or  when  the  patients  employ  fudo- 
rific  decoftioris  to  an  excelTive  extent.  For  in 
fyphilis  the  lymph  feems  to  be  too  vifeid  and 
acrid,  and  the  falivar}'"  glands  and  other  parts. 
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efpeclally  aliout  the  throat,  are  afFedted  by  it. 
The  fever  ariling  from  that  caufe,  although  of 
the  lymphatic  kind,  lince  it  inclines  to  the  in- 
fammatory  diathelis,  requires  bleeding,  diluents, 
corredfing  remedies,  and,  lailly,  the  cautious  em- 
ployment of  mercury. 

* Prax.  Med.  I.  i.  c.  iy.  f Vf. 
f Oper.  omn.  t.  2.  Collcg.  Pradt.  p.  362. 


THE  CATARRHAL  FEVER  *. 

340.  That  kind  of  continued  quotidian,  with 
which  catarrhal  affedions  of  the  head,  nerves, 
fauces,  and  cheft  are  combined,  even  from  the 
beginning,  or  which  is  the  immediate  effed  of 
them,  has  univerfally  obtained  the  name  of 
catarrhal  fever.  Some,  however,  and  cfpecially 
moll  of  the  Germans,  have  added  to  this  name 
the  mark  of  bcfiignity^  denominating  it  benign  ca- 
tarrhal fever that  it  may  not  be  confounded  wdth 
another,  named  malignant  catarrhal  fever^  or  pe- 
techiz-ans^  although  in  my  opinion  improperly, 
fince,  under  this  appellation,  they  feem  to  com- 
prehend an  epidemic  and  malignant  fever  of  an 
entirely  different  nature,  as  I lhall  fhew  hereaf- 
ter. Others,  as  Gorterand  Fracalfini,  inftead  of 
catarrhal^  have  preferred  calling  it  lymphatic  ; on 
account  of  its  having  feemingly  arifen  from  re- 
cent ferous  and  lymphatic  congeflions  and  de- 
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fliiaions  about  the  head,  fauces,  and  brcaft.  But 
by  this  name  tliey  point  out  another  fpccies  of 
quotidian  from  what  Ettmuller  meant  by  the 
fame  term.  He  meant  a fever  arifing  from 
thick  and  vifcid  lymph,  but  unaccompanied  by 
coryza,  pain  of  the  throat  or  fauces,  and  cough  ; 
while  they  underftood  by  it  a fever,  which  arofe] 
to  be  fare,  from  the  fame  caufe,  but  was  at- 
tended with  all  thofc  catarrhal  affedions.  Laflly, 
fome  have  called  it  rheinv.ailc^  from  its  being  con- 

ftantly  combined  with  a rheum  'j'. 

* ' 

* Synonyms.  The  Febris  catarr halls  benigtia  Junckeri.  lab. 
LX VII.  Hoffman,  de  Febrib.  fed.  i.  c.  vi.  Ludwig.  Inftitut. 
Clinic,  p.  I.  c.  I.  fubfea.  I.  fca.  I ,o.  The  Fbrls  Lymphatica 
Gotten.  Byjlcm.  Prax.  Med.  I.  3.  titul.  4,  n.  231.  The  Fe- 
bris Lymphatica  Fracaffinii.  De  Febrib.  fep.  3.  De  Febrib. 
cant.  lent.  c.  2.  The  Amphimerina  Catarrhalis,  fp.  of  Sau- 
vages.  Nofol.  cl.  2.  ord.  2.  Gen.  VI.  The  Febris  Rheuma- 
tica  of  certain  authors.  And  the  Catarrh  according  to  others. 

t Although  this  fever,  on  account  of  the  catarrh,  might  be 
ranked  among  febrile  difeafes,  I rather  thought  proper,  with  moft 
authors,  to  reckon  it  among  the  clafsof  fevers  ; becaufe  it  does 
not  always  appear  fufBciently  manifeft,  whether  the  catarrh  be 
the  primary  complaint,  or,  fince  fo  conftant  and  intimate  a con- 
nedion  fubfifts  between  the  catarrh  and  the  fever,  it  ought  ra- 
ther to  be  confidered  as  the  proximate  caufe  of  the  fever,  and 
the  fever  the  primary  complaint ; as  inflammation  is  the  proxi- 
mate caufe  of  pleurify,  or  polypus  ox  palpitation,  &c.  But  I 
confefs,  that  fometimes  catarrh,  defluclion,  and  cough,  are  ac- 
companied by  fever,  in  which  cafe  they  cannot  be  referred  to 
fever.  I own  that  they  are  fometimes  alfo  conjoined  with  fe- 


OF  REMITTENT  FEVERS. 


23 


ver,  and  tliat  it  is  at  one  time  the  efFeft,  and  another  the  prin- 
cipal difeafe.  However  that  happens,  as  it  is  combined  with 
fever,  why  may  it  not  be  ranked  among  fevers  ? 


THE  DIAGNOSIS. 

341.  The  catarrhal  fever  generally  arifes  in  the 
cquinofliaJ  fcafcn,  efpecially  during  the  autumnal 
equinox,  and  upon  remarkable  and  fudden  changes 
of  the  weather  taking  place,  attacking  many 
people  at  the  fame  time.  It  com- 

. The  Symptoms. 

mences,  particularly  towards  the 
evening,  rather  with  repeated  chillinefs,  than  cold 
and  fliaking,  or  only  with  flight  coldncfs  of  the 
extremities  ; and  fometimes,  when  the  difeafe  is 
to  turn  out  mild,  it  comes  on  without  any  fymp- 
toms  of  cold  or  chillinefs.  It  is  for  the  moft  part 
mild,  and,  after  increafing  for  a few  hours,  ufually 
abates  about  midnight.  The  remiflron  is  pro- 
longed not  only  to  the  morning,  but  continues 
nearly  the  entire  day,  until  the  fever  return  at 
its  ufual  hour  in  the  evening.  The  fever  is  pre- 
ceded, or  immediately  fucceeded,  by  coryza  or 
heavinefs,  catarrh,  fneezing,  a running  of  tears, 
rednefs  of  the  eyes,  inflammation  and  pain  of  the 
throat,  troublefome  tickling  of  the  larynx,  hoarfe- 
nefs,  confiderable  cough,  generally  drjq  or  attend- 
ed with  a flight  difeharge  of  thin  falivarv  matter, 

B4 
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rarelj  mucous  and  thick,  diftrefiing  the  patient 
through  the  whole  courfe  of  the  difeafe,  and  dif- 
tuH)ing  the  deep,  weight  at  the  bread,  dyfpnoea, 
pain  both  of  the  back  and  all  the  joints,  cauf.ng 
a fenfe  of  tenfion  or  pungency.  With  thefe  are 
frequently  conjoined  pain  or  heavinefs  of  the 
head,  dciiility,  iiniverfal  laditude,  fometiines  in- 
creafed  appetite,  but  more  frequently  diminution 
of  It,  vitiation  or  defed  of  the  tafte,  and  third. 

342.  It  fometimes  happens,  according  to 
It  fometirres  be  who  is  fupported  by  the 

ni:^ experience,  that  the  fbver 
begins,  and  returns,  at  lead  during 
the  fird  days,  not  only  with  chillinefs,  diivering, 
and  cold,  with  which  the  body  is  fhook  half  an 
hour,  or  a whole  one,  fucceeded  by  heat  at  fird 
mild,  afterwards  becoming  more  acri3^  accompa- 
nied with  fome  anxiety  about  the  pnecordia,  or 
even  an  inclination  to  vomit.  But  the  heat  at 
length  becomes  fo  long  protraded,  that  It  does  not 
abate  until  the  fecond  morning.  This  chiefly 
occurs  in  plethoric  patients,  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  complaint.  The  niilfe 

Nature  of  the  ■ 1.  , ^ 

pulfc.  vanes  according  to  the  various  dages 
and  violence  of  the  complaint,  and 
the  difierence  of  temperaments  and  habits;  it  is  al- 

The  fweat.  fluick,  howevcr.  As  the  dif- 

eafe advances,  copious  and  fetid 
fweats  breakout,  efpecially  during  the  remiflions; 
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a thick  phlegm  and  mucus  is  difcharged  from  the 
nofe  ; a great  quantity  of  concofVed  white  and 
glutinous  matter,  fometimes  yellow  and  like  pus, 
is  expedcrated  ; or  a diarrhoea  fupervenes,  toge- 
ther with  urine  depofiting  a fediinent  ; by  which 
means  the  fever  is  fortunately  refolved.  Hence 
the  prognofis  and  true  nature  of  this  fever  arc 
eafily  difeovered.  For,  as  Juncker  very  judicioufly 
remarks,  it  is  not  confident  whtli 

Tlie  catarrh  a 

common  fonfe,  “ to  denominate  lympiom  pc- 
“ that  a catarrhal  fever ^ in  which 
“ neither  cough,  nor  heavinels,  nor  hoarfenefs, 
“ nor- peripneumony,  nor  any  thing  of  eryfipelas, 
“ are  manifeded.”  This  remark  is  very  appli- 
cable to  thofe  who  have  abufed  the  name  of  ca- 
tarrhal fever^  often  comprehending  under  it  a to- 
tally different  kind  of  complaint.  For  that  which 
is  commonly  called  the  malignant  catarrhal  fever ^ 
ox  petechlz-ans^  has  none  of  the  fymptoms  men- 
tioned above,  entitling  it  to  the  name  of  catar- 
rhal. 

343.  It  appeared  to  Juncker  and  feveral  otliers, 
that  this  fever  was  the  fame  as  the  continued  quo- 
tidian of  the  ancients^  concerning  which  w^e  have 
already  (329.)  treated  apart.  But  the  catarrhal 
fever,  as  Sauvages  like  wife  fuppofes, 

c • • 1 • r , In  what  refprft  it 

clilters  trom  it  in  the  pains  or  the  dififers  from  the 
joints  and  back,  the  coryza,  inflam-  I'rd’ilnSffhJaS* 
mation  of  the  fauces,  the  hoarfenefs, 
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cougfi,  dyrpiicKa,  the  erratic  and  long-continued 
ihiverings,  and  other  peculiar  marks  (341),  but 
particularly  in  point  of  duration.  Nor  ought 
The  difference  fevcr  to  be  confoundcd  with 
Sii  feveM  rheumatic  congeftions  of  the 

^^hich  not  un- 

Ih!uma!'ifi  ^’'cqiiently  fupervene  on  fevers,  both 
continued  and  intermitting,  at  their 
height  and  after  the  turn ; or  which,  even  from  the 
beginning,  are  combined  with  them,  on  account  of 
the  feafon  and  the  prevailing  epidemic.  For  in 
thefe  the  catarrhal  afiedlion  is  fubfequent  and  acci- 
dental, and  not,  as  in  the  catarrhal  fever,  eflentially 


connetfted  with,  and  infeparable  from,  them.  We 
are  alfo  informed  by  Hoffman,  that  there  is  no 
fmall  difference  between  this  fever  and  that  which 
is  the  concomitant  of  rheumatifm,  proceeding 
from  the  rheumatifm  itfelf.  Since  in  the  catarrhal 
fever,  the  inner  membranes  of  the  noftrils,  fauces, 
larynx,  trachea,  and  bronchia,  are  affeded,  and 
fomething  of  a critical  difeharge  takes  place  from 
thefe  parts  ; while  in  rheumatifm,  the  mufcles 
alone  and  their  fheaths,  or  the  tendons  of  the  li- 
gaments of  the  bones,  are  morbidly  afteded,  nor 
does  any  thing  proceed  from  them  meriting 
the  name  of  a fenfible  and  critical  evacuation. 

The  fame  author  thinks  it  may  be, 
^'from'theq^o-  vvUh littletrouble,  diftinguifhed  from 
the  affedions  of  the  nares  and 
fauces  occafioned  by  lues  venerea, 
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fcuny,  cr  fr.nple  catarrh.  For  in  them  there 
is  generally  no  fever  prefent.  But  it  is  fome- 
what  more  difficult  to  diftinguiffi  the  catanffial 
fever  from  that  fpepies  of  quotidian  intermit- 
tent, which,  on  account  of  its  evening-acceffions 
and  longer  courfes,  is  named  fpurlotis  (i35*)» 
pecially  if  it  be  derived  from  catarrhal  affedlions, 
or  be  (141.)  accompanied  by  them.  But  in  fuch 
a quotidian  the  acceffions  are  generally  aggrava- 
ted by  more  manifeft  fhivering,  or  preceded  by  it, 
and  they  are  interrupted  by  a real  ceffation  from 
fever,  although  of  fhort  continuance,  in  which 
circumftance,  according  to  Ludwig  *,  the  v.ffiole 
diftindtion  confifts. 

* Inftit.  Clinic,  fubfedl.  3.  J 98. 

344.  The  proximate  caufe  of  this  fever  feerns 
to  be  the  ferum  and  lymph,  either 

• • I « • f ^ Its  CtlUiCS* 

Vitiated  m quantity,  lentor,  or  acri- 
mony,  or  in  all  thefe  refpedls,  accumulated  in  the 
vcffiels  diftributed  upon  the  fiirfaec  of  the  body, 
efpccially  the  cutaneous  ones,  {licking  in  them, 
and  occafioning  irritation ; or  flowing  too  co- 
pioufly  to  the  vefl'cls,  glands,  follicles,  and  crypto; 
mucofee  of  the  membranes  invefting  the  nares,  pa- 
late, fauces,  larynx,  bronchia,  and  fimilar  parts, 
nay  the  oefophagus,  ftomach,  and  inteftines  ; fill- 
ing,  diftending,  and  inflaming  them  ; but,  to  be 
as  brief  as  poffible,  its  proximate  caufe  feems  to 
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confift  in  a flight  ferou$  inflammation  of  fome  or 
ail  of  thcfe  parts.  The  predifpoflng  caufes,  how- 
over, are  chieflytlie  fanguineo-phlegmatic  tcmpcra- 
■nent,  a foft  lax  habit,  with  yitiatcd  fluid.!,  various 
acrimonies,  the  fiipprefTion  of  ulcers,  the  fcabby  e- 
ruphon,  the  crnjla  ladlea,  achores,  and  of  other  ex- 
cretions. T he  procatar£Iic  caiifcs  lupervening  on 
proegumaia;,  by  their  joint  operation  cccafion 
the  proximate  caufe  ; fuch  are  fudden  expofurc 
of  the  body,  but  efpecially  of  the  head  and  neck, 
to  the  cold  air,  in  a damp  fpring  or  autumn;  cold 
drink  taken  into  the  body  when  warm  ; fudden 
checking  of  the  perfpiratlon  ; principally  viciffi- 
tiidesof  the  feafons;  and,  laftly,  the  inhaling  of  an 
epidemic  acrid,  or  its  being  otherwife  received 
into  tiie  fyftem  By  thefe  means  the  lymph  is 
not  only  rendered  thicker  and  more  acrid  ; the 
iiiucous  humours  coagulated,  and  the  excretory 
oudts  coiitrafted  ; but  like  wife  the  blood  and 


other  fluids,  in  confequcnce  of  the  external  parts 
being  conftriaed,  and  oppofmg  greater  reliftance, 
are  propelled  more  copioufly  to  the  internal  parts 
not  yet  affeded  with  cold,  confequently  more  re- 
laxed, and  aflbrding  lefs  oppofition,  fo  as  to  occa- 
fion  congeflions  and  flight  inflammations  in  thefe 
parts. 


* 'I  hat  epidemic  miafma  appears  to  be  prefent,  principaUy 
from  tliis  circumftance,  that  frequently,  while  catarrhal  affec- 
lions  prevail  epidemically,  this  common  difeafe  attacks  even 
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thofe  who  have  been  for  a confiderablc  time  confined  to  bed 
from  other  caufes,  and  have  ufed  every  precaution  in  fhunning 
cold  and  the  bud  effctfs  of  expofure  to  the  air.  I myfelf  have 
a hundred  times  obferved  this.  Nor  would  I have  the  reader 
believe,  that  I have  obferved  this  in  thefe  catarrhs  only,  in  which 
there  might  have  been  reafon  to  fufpeft,  that  the  complaint 
had  been  conuimnicated  by  contagion,  which,  if  it  ever  hap- 
pen, is  of  very  rare  occurrence,  were  I not  difpofed  to  confi- 
der  it  as  very  doubtful : but  I affirm,  that  I have  difcovered  it 
in  thofe  catarrhal  afTe£l;ions,  which  there  was  not  the  fmallefl. 
fliadow  of  reafon  for  fuppofing  to  have  been  propagated  to  the 
patients  by  contagion.  But  when  I mention  an  “ epidemic 
acrid  being  inhaled,  or  otherwifc  received  into  the  body,”  I 
mean  what  is  imparted  to  the  atmofphere  by  exhalation,  or  va- 
pours arifing  from  moift  or  marlhy  ground,  or  which  certain 
winds  convey  to  us.  For  fometimes  the  complaint  is  fo  ra- 
pidly diffufcd,  that  its  propagation  cannot  depend  merely  on 
contact  and  communication  with  the  infected,  were  the  miaf- 
mata  not  fpread  in  all  directions  means  of  the  winds.  For 
I think  it  highly  probable,  that  epidemic  catarrhs  in  a great 
meafure  avifc  from  this  cauie,  but  that  the  milder  ones,  and 
fuch  as  are  lefs  univerfal,  if  I m.ay  be  allowed  the  expreffion, 
are  to  be  derived  from  changes  of  the  weather  and  air,  which 
vitiate  the  f.uids  of  our  bodies  in  various  ways. 

THE  PROGNOSIS. 

345.  The  duration  of  this  fever  is  uncertain. 
When  its  caufc  is  flight,  and  its  dc- 

. . . , . It  is  impronerlv 

gree  not  great,  it  is  terminated  in  re^rred  to  tiic 

one,  two,  three,  or  four  days.  It  is 

then  referred  moft  generally,  to  the  ephemera  of  fe- 
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veraldays;  but  improperly, becaufe  it  isbynomeans 
a continent  fever.  In  the  fpring  of  the  prefent 
year  it  was  fo  epidemic  that  fcarcely  any  one 
efcapetl  It  here  at  Milan,  and  alfo  at  Turin,  and 
in  other  diftrids.  It  began  its  attack  without 
cold,  with  univerfal  laflitude,  cor)'za,  cough,  great 
heat,  and  for  three  fucceffive  days  repeated  its  ac- 
celTions  about  tlie  evenings,  which  gradually  be- 
came lefs,  and,  fhortly  afterwards,  a copious  fweat 
breaking  out  in  the  remiflions,  thick  urine  being 
pafled,  and  puriform  and  concodled  matter  be- 
ing readily  and  quickly  expedoratcd,  generally 
on  the  third,  or,  at  fartheft,  on  the  fourth  paro- 
xyfm  taking  place,  it  wholly  difappeared,  the 
cough  alone  remaining  for  fome  days.  More 
frequently,  however,  when  it  originates  from  a 
more  powerful  caufe,  and  is  genuine  and  pure, 
fuch  as  I have  already  defcribcd  it,  it  Is  protracted 
to  the  feventh,  ninth,  or  fourteenth  day.  Of  it- 
felf  it  is  generally  fuppofed  to  be  benign,  and, 
when  properly  treated,  void  of  danger ; for  fre- 
quently, even  on  the  firft  days  of  the  complaint,  ' 
a free  fweat  being  obtained,  it  is  thus  refolved,  or, 
a few  days  after,  a critical  folution  takes  place  by 
means  of  a copious  expedoration  of  vlfcid  matter, 
or  a full  difcharge  of  mucus  and  phlegm  from  the 
noftrils,  or  frequent  loofe  flools,  or  a great  quan- 
tity of  thick  turbid  urine,  or  by  means  of  all  thdc 
evacuations  together. 

* 1780. 
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346.  Sometimes,  however,  when  it  arifes  from 
a more  violent  caufe,  and  the  blood  is  more  in- 
fected with  the  inflammatory  diathefis,  as  in  fome 
epidemics  frequently  happens,  it  readily  pafles 
into  angina,  peripneumony,  or  pleurify,  unlefs 
bleeding  and  the  antiphlogifliic  regimen  be  employ- 
ed in  due  time.  Such  was  that  catarrhal  fever, 
which  raged  epidemically  in  the  middle  of  the 
fpring  of  the  year  1658,  at  London*;  or  another, 
which,  in  the  year  1675,  fcarcely  Ipared  any  one, 
and  was  dcfcribed  by  Sydenham  'j'  under  the  name 
of  an  epidemic  cough ; and  alfo,  that  which  in  the 
year  1709  raged  at  Rome,  during  the  prevalence 
of  an  epidemic,  named  by  Lancilii  rheumatic  ."f;. 
In  this  lalt,  coryza  and  runnings,  together  with 
a flight  cough,  proved  troublefome  from  the  be- 
ginning, nearly  in  the  fame  way  in  which  the 
fame  complaint,  as  we  are  informed  by  Cagna- 
tus  and  Donus  II,  had  raged  in  the  fixteenth 
and  feventecnth  centuries.  Next  in  this  fever 
there  fupcrvcned  pains  of  the  breaft,  angina, 
pleurify,  or  adual  peripneumony,  efpecially  in 
thofe  who,  negleding  the  firfl;  attack  of  the  dif- 
eafe  and  cough,  lived  intemperately  H. 

* Willis  de  Fcbrib.  c.  xvii.  p.  85. 

f Obferv.  Med.  Circ.  Morb.  acut.  Hill,  et  curat,  fed.  2.  c.  v. 
150.  152. 

•|  De  nativ.  deque  adventit.  Romani  Cxli  qualitatib.  cui  accc- 
dif  Hill.  Epidemiie  Rheumaticae,  quae  perhiemem  anni  1709, 
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vagata  eft  Roma:  1711.  J De  falubit.  Roman,  aeri?, 

II  rcftit.  falub.  agr.  Rom.  p.  16. 

^ Here  follows  a brief  view  of  Lancifi’s  defeription.  Firft 
came  on  univerfal  laflitude,  next  fever  with  rigor,  If  ^rtly  an 
erratic  pain  in  the  upper  and  lower  part  of  the  breaft,  accc.m- 
panied  with  conftant  and  dry  cough.  The  pulfe  was  oblcrved 
to  be  hard,  the  urine  deep-coloured,  and  fometimes  turbid  ; 
t]uickly  followed  by  fpitting  of  blood,  and  difficulty  of  breath- 
ing.  Then  the  cheeks  often  grew  red,  and  a yellow  colour  took 
place  all  over  the  body,  fimilar  to  what  occurs  in  jaundice.  It 
is  furprifing,  and  deferving  of  notice,  that  prifons  and  places 
diftantly  fituate  from  the  north  winds,  were  not  vinted  by  tins 
difeafe.  Women  were  lefs  liable  to  it  than  men,  and  the 
opulent  and  noble  lefs  fo  than  the  poor  ; but  if  any  of  them 
fell  into  the  complaint,  they  experienced  the  difeafe  in  a mild- 
er degree,  namely,  the  coryza,  hoarfenefs,  external  pain  of  the 
breaft,  and  flight  attacks  of  rheumatic  fevers.  Molt  of  tliem 
recovered  from  the  complaint  either  by  fw'cat  or  hemorrhage 
from  the  nofe,  or  purging,  or  a copious  difdiarge  of  urine,  or 
by  all  thefe  evacuations  combined  together,  generally  wdth 
expedforation  of  concodfed  matter.  Not  unfrequently,  how- 
ever, the  pains  of  the  breaft  and  fever  went  oft'  without  con- 
codfed  expecioration.  The  dead  bodies,  when  difledfed,  dif- 
played  the  prxcordia  red,  even  to  the  diaphragm,  and  black 
with  coagulated  blood,  which  was  in  a grumous  ftate  in  the 
great  vcft'els  of  the  heart.  The  north  winds,  and  a long  con- 
tinuance of  cold  weather,  feemed  to  be  the  caufe  of  this  dif- 
eafe.— HiJl.Rom.  Epi4‘  cap.  2.  p.  196. 

347.  This  difeafe  alfo  not  unfrequently  termi- 
nates in  phthifis  pulmonalis,  efpe- 

It  fymetimes  • ,1  , 

paiies  into  ciallv  when  the  cough  proves  te- 

iihihii'is.  -i  r c I 

diOLis,  or  the  fever  often  recurs,  ana 
attacks  perfons  labouring  under  any  taint  of  the 
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lunn-s  or  in  wliom  there  is  a malconformation  of 
the  cheft.  Upon  the  whole,  as  Juncker  obferves, 
“ the  more  it  recedes  from  being  of  a flight  kind, 
“ and  commences  with  ekceflfive  cold  or  lieat,  the 
“ more  reafon  is  there  to  fear  the  prefence  of  fome 
“ taint  of  the  vifeera.”  LikevVile  the  more  pa- 
tients are  opprefled  witli  a quantity  of  impure 
blood  or  ferum,  the  worfe  and  more  tedious  does 
the  difeafe  generally  p’*ove,  as  happens  in  the  cafe 
of  fcorbutic  pai'ents,  or  fuch  as  are  affcfled  with 
a lurking  miliary  miafma  ; fmee  in  them  unu- 
fually  pernicious  fymptoms  ariie,  threatening  the 
patient  with  no  fmali  danger.  But  it  attacks  hy- 
pochondriacal fubjedls  with  greater  violence,  be- 
ing attended  with  more  fevere  fymptoms,  as  an- 
xiety of  the  praecordta,  more  difficult  refpiration, 
reftleflfnefs,  and  flatulent  pains  at  tiie  lower  part 
of  the  abdomen.  Nor  do  thofe  females  fuffer 
lefs,  who  are  liable  to  the  hyftefic  paflion  and 
fuppreffion  of  the  menflrual  difeharge. 


T HE  CURE, 


Indications. 


348.  Our  attention  muft  be  entirely  directed 
to  reftore  an  eipiable  circulation  of 
the  blood  and  all  the  fluids;  to  derive 
them  to  the  furfacc  ; to  refolve  congeftions  ; to 
allay  acrimony ; to  promote  the  perfpiration  in- 
VoL.  II.  C 
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ternally  and  externally  ; and  to  procure  the  time- 
ly concoction  and  excretion  of  the  morbific  matter. 


When  attention  to  therefore,  is  of  a 

ficSnt°"*' '' 

fily  removed  or  difiipated,  the  whole 
bufineft  may  be  left  to  nature  alone  and  proper 
regimen.  In  luch  a cafe,  more  reft  and  gentle 
heat  of  the  bed,  and  copious  tepid  drink,  of  a di- 


luent and  mild  kind,  calculated  to  gently  pro- 
mote all  the  fecretions  and  excretions,  efpecially 
the  expectoration  and  fweat,  together  with  light 
diet,  will  be  found  fufficient.  But  when  the  fe- 
ver is  fomewhat  more  fev^ere,  and  is  accompanied 
with  more  diftrefling  fymptoms,  wc  muft  have 
recourfe  to  more  decided  practice.  Then  bleed- 

Of  bleeding  requires  notice.  Moft  writers 

either  pafs  it  over  in  filence,  avow- 
edly rejeCt  it,  or  confider  it  as  being  very  rarely 
necefifary.  Hoffman, — who  affirms  that  the  timely 
employment  of  it,  accompanied  with  proper  diet, 
in  plethoric  perfons,  has  a remarkable  effed  in 
preventing  the  frequent  return  of  catarrhal  affec- 
tions,— advifes  its  being  altogether  laid  afide  du- 
ring the  prefence  of  the  catarrhal  fever  ; be- 
caufe  of  its  rendering  the  catarrh  more  tedious, 
as  he  had  learned  by  experience.  But;  with 
deference  to  fo  great  an  authority,  and  to  others 
holding  the  fame  opinion,  I would  not  be  ap- 
prehenfive  of  any  bad  confequence  from  the  ufe  of 
this  remedy,  even  in  fuch  a cafe,  being  well  con- 
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vlnced  of  its  very  great  utility,  both  in  removing 
the  proximate  caufe  of  the  complaint, — which 
feems  to  confift  in  a flight  degree  of  inflamma- 
tion (344.)  of  the  parts  aifedted, — and  in  readily 
and  eflicacioufly  difculTing  whatever  obftrudUons 
may  be  prefent ; but  alfo  in  certainly  and  fafely 
preventing  the  affections  which  ufually  fucceed 
to  fuch  rheumatic  complaints,  namely  tubercles,  hse- 
moptyfis  and  phthifis.  For  I have  again  and  again 
experienced  the  truth  of  this  in  Italy ; and  in  France 
Sauvages  found  the  fame  refult  to  take  place, 
which  led  him  to  propofe  commencing  the  cure 
of  catarrhal  fever  with  bleeding. 

349.  However,  it  muft  not  be  employed  rafhly, 
nor  too  freely  ; but  all  the  indications  pointing 
out  its  ufe,  which  we  have  already  frequently 
mentioned,  muft  be  confidered  by  the  practitioner. 
For  if  thefe  are  wanting,  while  there  is  abundance 
of  ferous  fluid,  while  the  red  part  of  the  blood  is  too 
fparing,  the  veffels  and  fibres  too  lax,  together 
with  a fmall,  weak,  and  foft  pulfe,  bleeding  will 
not  only  be  fuperfiuous,  but  even  hurtful,  and 
then  merely  by  diminifhing  the  vis  a tergo,  the 
ferous  congeftions  will  become  more  obftinate  ; 
nay,  as  Hoffman  fufpeCts,  will  be  increafed.  If, 
however,  bleeding  feems  to  be  required  by  any 
particular  fymptom,  while  others  render  its  uti- 
lity equivocal,  both  dry  and  wet  cupping-glaffes 
and  leeches  are  moft  fafely  fubftituted  in  its  place. 
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In  the  epidemic  already  mentioned  (par.  345.), 
the  full,  and  ftrong,  and  fometimes  hard  pulfc, 
the  redncfs  of  the  face,  and  fomewhat  greater  vio- 
lence of  the  acceflions,  required  one  or  two  bleed- 
ings immediately,  in  confequence  of  which  they 
were  all  fuccefsfully  treated.  And  this  pradice 
is  the  more  neceflary  when  the  epidemic  is  con- 
joined with  the  inflammatory  diathefis,  and  >3  apt 
to  afl'oeiate  with  it  angina,  pleurily,  or  peripneu- 
mony  (346.).  In  that  one  delcribed  by  Lancifi, 
bleeding  employed  before  the  fourth  day  was  fer- 
viceablc  to  thofe  of  a robuft  habit,  though  it  had 
not  been  preceded  by  fpitting  of  blood  ; which 
indeed  was  a fign,  not  of  refolution  or  concodion, 
but  of  crudity.  But  it  proved  in  no  fmall  degree 
hurtful  to  thofe  of  a weak  habit  of  body,  efpccial- 
ly  after  the  feventh  day,  if  the  fputum  had  al- 
ready begun  to  be  conceded,  and  other  ufeful 
evacuations  at  the  fame  time  were  prefent.  Fre- 
quently large  blood-letting  was  not  fufficient  ; 
but,  at  other  times,  though  fparing,  it  overcame 
the  difeafe : nay,  fometimes  mere  fcarification  of 
the  fide  has  perfeded  the  cure  Sydenham  alfo, 
when  fuch  inflammatory  fymptoms  fupervened, 
found  bleeding  ferviceablc ; but  he  advifed  it 
neither  to  be  carried  to  fuch  length,  nor  repeated 
fo  frequently,  as  ought  to  be  done  in  pleurify  and 
primary  peripneumony.  For  in  thefe  fympto- 
niatic  pleurifies,  or  anginas,  or  peripneumonies^ 
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he  remarked,  that  as  often  as  the  fever,  on  which 
they  fiipervene,  does  not  of  itfelf  require  bleeding, 
one  or  two  bleedings  only  are  fufficient,  and  that  a 
greater  number^is  hurtful.  In  the  mean  time  he 
preferibed  the  cooling  and  antiphlogiftic  regimen, 
and  in  particular  recommended  that  the  patient 
ihould  get  out  of  bed  for  fome  time  every  day. 
For  in  England  at  that  time  an  improper  cuftom 
prevailed,  of  employing  calefacients  and  excellive 
heat  of  the  bed. 

* Lancifi  too  did  not  omit  emollient  fomentations  exter- 
nally, and  remedies  of  a diluent,  relaxing,  and  refolving  kind 
internally,  together  with  the  application  of  cantharides.  He 
informs  us  that  he  experienced  the  heft  cffecSts  upon  ufing  all  of 
thefc  remedies.  He  likewife  confefles  that  glyfters  and  gentle 
laxatives  were  not  without  their  advantage. 

350.  Purgatives  are  feldom  proper. 

But  in  the  cafe  of  depraved  dige-  P“f- 

hion,  or  when  the  prim^e  via^  as 
often  happens,  abound  with  vifeid  mucus,  they 
muft  be  cleanfed  with  gentle  purges  only,  as  caf- 
fia,  manna,  tartar,  bitter  neutral  falts,  prepared 
grapes  or  prunes,  oil  of  almonds  or  lintfeed,  and 
the  like,  according  to  circumftances.  Nor  ought 
that  to  be  done  at  hrfl  only,  but  it  may  be  prac- 
tifed  with  advantage  alfo  during  the  progrefs  of 
the  difeafe,  if  an  exceffivc  quantity  of  impure  fe- 
rous  fluid  is  prefent,  and  it  is  brought  off  from  the 
■fauces  and  lungs  with  difficulty. 

Glyfters  mav  be  very  fafely  admi- 
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niftered  every  day,  or  every  fecond  day,  both  to 
keep  the  belly  open,  which  is  thought  neceffary, 
and  to  produce  revulfion  and  refrigeration.  Sy- 
denham trufted  principally  to  this  remedy  alone, 
when  he  attempted  to  gradually  fecern  and  draw 
off  the  acrid  and  phlogiftic  particles  from  the 
blood.  ^ For  the  perfpirable  acrid,  and  the  phlo- 
giftic principle  retained  in  the  fyftem,  is  very  con- 
veniently transferred  to  the  inteftines,  and  eva- 
cuated from  thence.  In  the  mean 

Dlluentl.  , nr, 

time,  the  reit  of  the  cure  is  perform- 
ed by  diluents  taken  in  large  quantities,  and  in  a 
tepid  ftate.  Among  thefe,  a principal  rank  is 
held  by  thofe  which  at  the  fame  time  allay  acri- 
mony, as  decodions  of  barley,  of  althiea-root,  and 
liquorice;  infufions  of  wild  poppy-flowers,  vio- 
lets, and  verhafcum  ; emulfions  of  almonds,  or 
of  the  cold  feeds,  which  are  poffeffed  alfo  of  an 
anodyne  quality.  Likewife  daify  and  elder 
flowers  are  here  recommended.  The  former  in 
particular  are  fuppofed  to  poffefs  a refolving,  the 
latter  a fudoriflc  virtue. 

351.  We  may  allay  the  rage  of 
the  fever,  when  it  is  unufually  vio- 
lent, and  refolve  lentor  of  the  blood, 
if,  as  often  happens,  it  be  conjoined  with  the  fe- 
ver, befides  bleeding,  by  Ample  oxymel ; by  nitre; 
by  the  fal  diureticus,  and  the  fpirit  of  the  fame ; 
rob  of -elder-berries ; pure  whey,  or  a decodlion 
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of  fuccory,  taraxacum,  and  fcabiofa  ; 

^ .1  T»  Inciding  means. 

hydro  in  el,  and  the  like.  But,  pro- 
vided a moderate  febrile  motion,  and  a degree  o£ 
torpor,  as  it  were,  of  the  folids,  permit  their  ufe, 
by  the  following  remedies  we  may  incide  the 
fluggifh  and  vifcid  lymph  ; namely,  decod-ions  of 
the  root  of  burdock,  white  burnet,  elicampanc, 
vincetoxicum,  polygala  Virginiana,  or  that  of  Eu- 
rope, faflafras  wood,  hyffop,  veronica,  chervil ; 
oxymel  of  fquills,  the  fyrupus  de  erefymo  of  Lo- 
belius,  or  de  Peto  ; flowers  of  fulphur  ; benzoin  ; 
Kermes  mineral,  and  the  like  ; which  alfo  pofl- 
fefs  the  property  of  refolving  infarctions  of  the 
lungs,  by  promoting  copious  expedtoration. 

352.  The  cough  is  fometimes  fo 

^ 1 1 r ^ Means  which  alle- 

troublelome,  that  it  in  particular  re-  viatc  the  cougL 

quires  being  alleviated.  This,  then,  . 
is  elfedted  by  fpermaceti  of  the  whiteft  and  leaft 
rancid  kind  ; oil  of  fweet  almonds,  or  lintfeed, 
perfedUy  frefli,  and  exprefled  without  the  aid  of 
fire  ; butter ; cream  of  tartar  ; hydrogala  ; emul- 
fions  of  the  rich,  farinaceous  feeds  ; mucilages  of 
the  feeds  of  althaea,  mallows,  pfyllium  ; and  efpe- 
cially  thofe  things  which  induce  fleep,  as  poppy- 
heads,  the  fyFup  of  meconium  of  Sydenham,  the 
ftorax  pills  of  Sylvius,  thofe  made  of  cynogloflum, 
the  nepenthes  of  Quercetanus,  and  opium  itfelf. 

. But  we  muft  proceed  to  employ  them  with  cau- 
tion, and  not  unlefs  in  a cafe  of  urgent  neceflity, 
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after  emptying  tlte  vcffek,  purging  the  beily,  and 
liiminiihing  the  colluvies  of  phlegm  opprelhng  the 

tMMn,  nf  f promoting  the  fwcat, 

Aveating.  wiiicn  IS  of  very  great  fervice  in 

tiiis  fever,  if  the  meaus  already 
mentioned  fail  in  their  ofiba,  the  moa  convenient 
lamedies  arc  decoaions  and  iiifufioiis  of  bitter 
herbs,  as  carduus  benediaus,  cliamardrys,  Alpine 
wormwood,  camomile,  drunk  oif  tepid  ; fridion 
of  the  whole  body  ; dry  cupping-glalfes  ; pedilu- 
vium  ; which  laft  occafions  very  ufeful  revulfion 
from  the  head  and  fauces.  Revulfion  is  alfo  ob- 

Reveiients,  ^^'lioed  by  bliifers  of  cantharides, 
wliicli  likewife  policfs  an  excellent 
refoiving  and  attenuant  quality,  applied  to  the 
neck  or  arms,  more  efpecially  if  the  temperament 
and  habit  of  body,  fupprefied  cutaneous  eruptions, 
and  obftinate  cough,  require  fuch  a remedy. 

p 353’  muft  likewife  alleviate 

ving  the  fymp-  tlic  Other  lymptoms.  If  the  throat 

toms.  . • r 1 • 

IS  very  painful,  it  ought  to  be  gently 
walhed  with  tepid  milk,  or  a decodion  of  barley, 
and  elder-flowers.  Sometimes  aphtha!  fupervenc* 
which  may  be  relieved  by  a pencil  dipped  in  fpi< 
rits  of  fait  or  vitriol,  to  which  there  has  been  add- 
ed a little  honey  of  rofes.  If  a diarrhoea  occurs, 
it  mull  not  be  checked.  W hen  it  is  too  great, 
however,  it  may  be  moderated  ; when  defedive, 
it  ma^  be  gently  excited  by  the  powder  or  tine- 
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: tiirc  of  rhubarb.  Tlie  nofe  ought  to  be  fomented 
' with  tepid  water,  or  its  vapours  fhould  be  inhaled, 
: to  relax  the  vefTels,  refolve  the  congeftion,  and  oc~ 
i cafion  a more  ready  difcharge  of  mucus.  Should 
' there  be  any  occafion  for  employing  a ftimulus, 
■which,  after  difcuffing  the  phlogofls  of  the  pitui- 
<tary  membrane,  may  fometimes  happen,  it  will 
: be  proper  to  add  honey,  fugar,  or  manna,  or  the 
; juice  of  red  beets.  Some,  in  order  to  facilitate 
!the  difcharge  of  humour,  put  into  the  noftrils  ta- 
iper-pieces  of  pure  manna,  previoufly  immerfed  in 
ioil  of  almonds. 

354.  But  all  thofe  things  which 

j . Cautions. 

j produce  too  great  commotion,  or 
are  too  heating  or  cooling,  or  occalion  coagula- 
tion by  their  acidity,  and  check  the  perfpiration, 
muft  be  carefully  avoided.  Narcotics  themfelves 
muft  be  ufcd  with  caution,  as  has  already  (352) 
:been  obferved,  efpecially  if  weaknefs  and  heavi- 
:nefs  of  the  head  be  prefent,  if  the  patient  be  ad- 
vanced in  life,  and  coftivcnefs  occur.  Inkewife 
fubftances  of  an  oily  and  too  relaxing  kind,  as 
moft  pedtorals,  muft  be  adminiftered  fparingly 
.and  cautioiilly,  left,  by  weakening  the  appetite 
and  digeftion,  or  by  relaxing  the  lungs,  they  in- 
duce cachexy,  or  phthifis.  After  the  fever  has 
been  difeufled,  or  when  it  is  drawing  to  a clofc, 

I if  .the  primae  vice  feem  opprefted  with  vifeid  mil- 
ieus, or  the  catarrhal  humour  continues  any  long- 
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er  to  flow  to  the  fauces  and  chcfl: ; in  that  cafe,  a 
gentle  cathartic  of  manna  or  rhubarb  will  be  fuf- 
ficient  to  cleanfe  the  former,  and  derive  the  latter 
elfewhere.  Laftly,  if  the  bronchia  and  lungs  have 
become  relaxed,  they  may  be  ftrengthened  by 
bark  or  cafcarilla,  balfamic  refins,  conferve.  of  red 
rofes,  and  by  means  of  other  fuch  remedies,  na- 
med tonics  and  traumatics. 

35 S'  it  frequently  happens  that  this  fever 

from  any  flight  caufe  frequently  returns,  and  ren- 
ders many  people  too  liable  to  it.  In  fuch  cafes, 
the  prophylaxis  neceflarily  claims  attention.  Such, 
therefore,  as  are  very  liable  to  it,  ought  to  avoid 
all  thole  caules  from  which  we  have  already  re- 
marked catarrhal  affedlions  to  arife.  During  the 
fpring-time  and  autumn,  before  being  attacked  by 
the  complaint,  if  they  be  of  a plethoric  habit,  they 
ought  to  have  blood  drawn  ; they  ought  to  be 
fparing  in  their  diet ; to  prepare  themfelves  a- 
gainft  the  viciflfitude  of  winter  by  warm  cloath- 
ing,  and  lay  it  afide  with  caution  ; to  ftrengthen 
their  conftitutions  by  means  of  exercife  and  power- 
ful fridion;  under  which  head 

The  prophylaxis. 

comes  the  ufe  of  the  tepid  bath, 
next  cold-bathing  in  frefh  or  fait  water,  employ- 
ed during  the  fummer  feafon.  Befides,  it  is  pro- 
per for  fuch  as  are  of  a humid  or  lax  tempera- 
ment, in  fpring  and  autumn,  to  employ  decoc- 
tions of  farfaparilla,  the  root  of  the  bark,  faflafras 
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wood,  maftich,  with  dried  grapes,  for  the  fpace 
X)f  thirty  or  forty  days,  and  to  ufe  a dry  kind  of 
diet.  On  the  other  hand,  whey,  foup  of  frogs 
uand  vipers,  ptifans  of  barley  or  oats,  are  accom- 
imodated  to  thofe  of  a fpare  habit,  and  whofe  fyf- 
[£em  abounds  with  acrimonies..  In  not  a few  in* 
ftances  alfo  an  iffiie  made  in  the  nape  of  the  neck, 
or  arm,  has  been  ferviceable  ; by  which  obftinate 
catarrhs,  and  fuch  as  were  apt  to  return,  are  laid 
to  have  been  rem  wed.  By  thefe  means,  then, 
the  return  of  the  complaint  is  fui^prifingly  pre- 
vented. 

356.  Hitherto  we  have  treated  of  both  the 
fporadic  and  epidemic  catarrhal  fever,  of  the  be- 
nign one,  and  of  that  combined  with 
:an  inflammatory  diathefis  of  the  cations  of  u. 
blood.  The  epidemic  kind  efpecially  may  likewife 
be  combined  with  fordes  of  the  prima  via,  and 
then  refembles  the  gajlric  fever,  of  which  I (hall 
fay  more  hereafter.  It  may  alfo  be  complicated 
.with  a latent,  miliary,  meafly,  or  petechial  miaf- 
ma  ; but  it  remains  a matter  of  doubt,  whether  in 


that  cafe  it  be  rather  fymptomatic  than  primary. 
And  fometimes  it  is  not  free  of 

...  c • 11  t . Whether  it  be 

malignity,  elpecially  when  it  pre-  fometimes  ma- 
vails  epidemically  ; or  at  leaft  it  oc- 
cafionally  becomes  malignant ; as  Lancifi  affirms 
to.  have  happened  towards  the  end  of  the  rheuma- 
tic epidemic  lately  mentioned,  Sauvages  makes 
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a diftinclion  between  the  catarrhal  fever  and  the 

Some  obfcrva-  C^eSllon 

or  a flight  and  lymphatic  phlogofis 
of  the  bronchia  accompanied  with  fever ; but,  if  I 
miftake  not,  whatever  difference  fubfifts  between 
them,  feems  entirely  to  confift;  in  the  degree  of 
violence  and  part  affedled.  The  fame  author  has 
alfo  chofen  to  diftinguifh  various  kinds  of  catarrhs 
from  this  fever,  fuch  as  the  catQrvhus  hcni^jiusy 
(fpec.  I.),  the  catarrhus  fermtis  *,  or  the  tujjis  fe- 
rhia  (fpec.  2.),  the  catarrhus  epidemicus  f (fpec.  3.), 
fince  they  are  commonly  unaccompanied  by  fever, 
or  if  it  be  prefent,  it  may  then  be  eftcemed  as  fymp- 
tomatic.  But  if  thefe  dileafes  from  the  beginning 
be  conjoined  with  fever,  and  are  accompanied  in 
their  courfe  by  it,  1 do  not  fee  why  they  may  not 
be  referred  to  the  catarrhal  fever.  Of  this  kind 
feems  to  have  been  the  epidemic  difeafc,  com- 
monly called  coqueluche  :j:,  which  laid  wafte  the 
territory  of  Nifme,  and  the  whole  ftate  ; or  ano- 
ther, not  unlike  it,  which,  in  the  year  1580,  pre- 
vailed at  Aries,  Avignon, and  the  neighbourhood §,  : 
as  alfo  the  “ flow  and  malignant  fever,  accompa-  j 
nied  with  an  epidemic  difeafe  of  the  throat,”  ob- 
fervcd  by  Foreft  ||,  in  the  month  of  Odober  1557,  : 
at  Alcmaer  ; or  a fimilar  one  If  which  raged  epi- 
demically in  June  and  July,  1580,  at  Delphi ; 
and  one  attended  with  an  ulcerous  fore  throat. 
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fpltting,  and  petechijE,  Arhich  is  faid  to  have  oc- 
curred, in  the  year  1750,  at  Condom  in  Gaf- 
.'coiiy  and  others  enumerated  by  Hiixhain  ff 
and  not  a few  befides  ; in  which  cough,  with 
rroughnefs,  violent  inflammation  or  ulceration  ot 
ithe  throat,  continued  fever,  violent  head-ach, 
wvatching,  lumbago,  coryza,  frequently  (luffing  of 
:the  cheft,  or  phrenitis,  carried  off  many  on  the 
ifourth  day,  others  on  the  feventh,  or  fourteenth  at 
ifanheft.  For  the  mod  part,  at  the  commence- 
iinent  of  the  difeafe,  bleeding  immediately  begun, 
|pe<florals,  gentle  purging,  or  fpontancous  diarrhoea, 
or,  lafUy,  fetid  fvveat  breaking  out,  or  caufed  by 
medicine,  cured  the  fever.  Whoever  wifhes  for 
more  ample  information,  mud  confult  the  authors 
already  quoted,  and  others  ijiy. 

* Commonly  called  the  quinie  and  coqueliiche,  and  by  the  Ita- 
lians tojjh  cauuia^  offtntHa^  or  convnlflw. 

f In  Italy  commonly  grippe  or  fuleUc^  formerly  named 
at  Rome  the  ntal  del  Cajlrone. 

X Obferv.  comm.  obf.  9.  in  Rlverius. 

§ Ibid.  obf.  I o. 

II  Obferv.  & curat.  1.  VI.  obf.  i. 

if  Ibid.  obf.  3.  This  very  catarrhal  epidemic  was  deferibed 
in  the  fame  year  (1580.)  by  Henifch,  as  I have  already  Ihewn, 
(par.  226.  in  note),  and  by  an  anonymous  author  in  Riverius, 
(obferv.  addit.  obf.  x.),  as  alfo  not  a few  others,  Irecaufe  it  per- 
vaded the  whole  of  Europe,  and  other  diftant  countries,  but 
particularly  by  Petrus  Salius  Diverfus,  in  his  book,  De  Febre 
Pejliletiie^  cap.  XL 

**  Sauvag.  Nofol.  cl.  2.  ord.  2.  gen.  VI.  fp.  13. 

ff  Ibid.  It  may  be  proper  alfo  to  confult  one  of 


46 


OF  REMITTENT  FEVERS.' 


our  own  countrymen,  Joannes  Targioni us  TozzettI,  (Prim.  Ra- 
CO  t.  d’offer.med.  p.174.),  who  enumerates  the  epidemic  catarrhs 
obfe^ed  at  Florence  from  the  year  1323  to  the  year  1752, 
and  Beccana,  m his  commentary  on  “ a peculiar  epidemic  that 
prevailed  in  the  year  1730,  and  particularly  concerning  an  epi- 
demic  catarrh  ” which  is  faid  with  amazing  rapidity  to  have 
affecled  almoft  the  whole  world.  It  is  to  be  found  in  Ja.  Acad. 
N.  Cunos.Germ.  tom.  p.  142.  and  was  lately  republiflied 
in  vol.  3 Confihor.  Medicor.  at  Bologna,  after  the  author’s 
d^th  In  ,t  we  have  not  only  a very  complete  hillory  of  the 
difeafe,  but  likcwile  fimilar  epidemics  of  other  periods  are 
there  enumerated  and  compared.  There  feems  to  have  been 
a great  refcmblance  between  the  epidemic  catarrh  of  Beccaria, 
and  that  of  1782,  which  pervaded  the  whole  of  Europe  under 
the  name  of  the  Ruffian  catarrh  ; on  which  fome  judicious  re- 
marks  were  publiffied  by  Targionius,  in  vol.  \ II.  dcgli  Awift 
fopra  Infalute  umana.  Among  thofe  of  other  countries,  alfo,  we 
have  Lovry,  who  has  defcribed  an  epidemic  catarrh  that  pre- 
vaUed  at  Pans  in  the  years  1775  and  1776,  {Mem.  de  la  Societ. 
Royal,  de  Med.  vol.  I.  p.  2.  p.  13.),  and,  as  he  liimfelf  thinks, 
not  cffientially  different  from  that  which  Sydenham  obfcrved  at 
London,  1675,  mentioned  in  the  Afts  of  the  Royal  Society  of 
Edinburgh,  to  have  raged  in  the  year  1733  5 and  he  has  taken 
nonce  of  another,  though  milder  one,  which  he  faw  alfo  at  Paris 
in  the  year  ,745.  Coquereau  likewife  has  communicated  fome 
very  inftruaive  obfervations  concerning  the  epidemic  couch  of 
1779  nnd  1780,  to  the  Royal  Medical  Society,  (Mm  &r. 
Ro,.  de  Med.  vol.  3.  p.  ,6.;.  But  this  cough  feems  to  be  3I. 
moft  the  fame  as  the  Ruffian  catarrh  of  1782  ; infomuch,  that 
It  may  be  doubted  whether  the  difeafe  proceeded  from  the 
northern  parts  of  Europe,  or  originated  elfewhere.  Likewife 
epidemic  catarrhal  affedlions,  as  they  prevailed  at  Dublin  in 
the  years  1729,  1732,  1733,  1737,  1743,  and  1762,  are  de- 
fcribed by  Macbride,  {Introd.  Meth.  ad  Theor.  et  PraH.  Med. 
t.  2.  c.  VI.  p.  35.),  and  an  account  of  the  epidemic  catarrhs  of 


OF  REMITTENT  FEVERS. 


47 


Jie  years  1731,  1745>  *750,  1751,  i7S3>  17^8, by 

l^erkins  of  Bofton,  is  to  be  found  in  vol.  I.  Hill.  Reg.  Soc.  Med. 
p.  206.  Which  ought  perhaps  to  be  lludied  by  luch  as  would 
iwilh  to  decide  the  difpute  lately  darted,  concerning  the  “ con- 
tagious nature  of  the  Ruffian  catarrh.” 


THE  MILK  FEVER  OF  PUERPERAL  WOMEN  * 

357*  Women  who  are  recently  brought  to 
ibed,  fometimes  on  the  fecond  day  after  parturition, 

I more  frequently  on  the  third,  occafionally  on  the 
I fourth,  are  attacked  with  a fpecies  of  fever,  to  which 
I the  name  of  milk- fever  has  been  given,  becaufe 
iif  it  does  not  proceed  from  the  milk  flowing  with 
violence  to  the  breafts, — which  is  difputed, — at 
any  rate  it  comes  on  about  the  time  when  the 
breafts  grow  turgid  with  milk.  Nofologifts  ufual- 
' ly  clafs  it  among  the  ephemeras  or  Ample  fy- 
nochi,  but,  in  my  opinion,  very  erroneoufly,  as  it 
is  a continued  remittent,  and,  when  it  is  protra<ft- 
ed  beyond  twenty-four  hours,  follows  the  courfe 
of  a continued  quotidian,  being  aggravated  with 
new  acceffions  to  the  end  of  the  difeafe,  which  it 
ufually  attains  within  a few  days.  It  is  generally 

charafterifed  by  the  following  fymp-  j.jiftory  of  the 
toms.  The  night  preceding  the  diieaie. 

fever  is  pafled  without  lleep,  or,  if  a fhort  fleep 
fteal  upon  the  patient,  it  is  interrupted  with  alarm- 
I ing  dreams.  In  the  morning  the  pulfe  is  fome- 
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what  quicker  than  ufual.  Not  uiifrequently  there 
Comes  on  headach,  and  cold,  fometimes  only 
flipjht  fliivering  extending  along  the  courfe  of  the 
fpine,  and  every  time  the  patient  turns  herfelf, 
difliifing  itfelf  to  the  fhoulder-blades,  nay,  almoft  to 
the  whole  fiuface  of  the  body,  and  now  and  then 
returning.  Afterwards,  towards  evening,  increafed 
heat  enfues,  and  a ftronger  and  quicker  pulfe ; 
while,  in  the  mean  time,  the  breads  begin  to 
grow  painful,  tenfc,  and  turgid,  and  a flight  elfu- 
fion  of  ferum  occurs.  The  back  and  Ihoulders 
are  affeded  with  a tenfe  pain,  and  the  milk  is  felt  ■ 
to  be  derived,  as  it  were,  from  the  axilla;  to  the  i 
mamma;  j the  refpiration  becomes,  in  fome  mea-  I 
fure,  more  fevere  and  laborious  ; the  locbio^  un-  j 
lefs  they  had  already  begun  to  flow  more  fparing-  j 
ly,  are  then  manifeftly  diminifhed,  and  fometimes  J 
become  white,  or  at  lead;  much  lefs  red  ; fre- 
quently the  areola  of  the  bread  becomes  black, 
the  nipples  prominent,  and  (lightly  rigid ; the 
glands  become  univerlally  fwollen  and  painful  ; 
at  the  fame  time  the  arms,  on  account  of  the  dif- 
tcnfion  of  the  neighbouring  parts,  are  more  di(fl- 
cukly  moveable,  and  the  breads  are  affeded  with 
fome  irregular  tumours,  evident  to  the  touch,  and 
painful.  At  night  the  fever,  goes  on,  rendering 
the  deep  didurbed,  until,  as  morning  advances, 
all  the  fyraptoms  abate,  the  pulfe  becomes  much 
more  gentle,  and  fome  red  with  gentle  fwcat  fuc- 
ceeds. 
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* Febris  Ia£tis,  vulgo  a mulieribus  nominata.  Rlverius,  Prax. 
Med.  1.  XV.  c.  24.  Febris  la£tea  improprle  di£la  of  Levret  Oevr. 
1. 1.  Art  des  accouchemens,  p.  151.  Ephemera  la£fea  puer- 
pcrarum  of  Sauvages,  fp.  5.  gen.  i.  clafs  2.  The  febris  la£lea  of 
authors. 

358.  This  remiflion  continues  indeed  fome 
hours ; but  does  not  attain  a true  apyrexia.  The  fe- 
ver is  again  aggravated  in  the  afternoon  with  flight 
fliivering.  The  pulfe  is  generally  at  firft  fmall, 
contraded,  and  quick ; afterwards  it  gradually 
rifes,  becomes  quicker,  and  occafionally  intermits. 
Then  frequently  the  head-ach  becomes  more  acute, 
the  fleep  is  difturbed,  painful  wearinefsof  the  joints 
is  felt,  and,  if  the  lochia  are  flopped,  or  flow  very 
fparingly,the  facelikewife  is  red  and  hot,  the  breath 
is  drawn  with  difliculty,  and  the  fever  is  aggra- 
vated with  a hard  and  violent  pulfe.  At  length, 
about  midnight,  all  the  fymptoms  abate,  and  the 
fever  with  all  its  concomitant  fymptoms  returns 
again  next  morning  to  its  former  remiflTion.  If 
the  patients  are  tranquil,  if  they  employ  a co- 
pious, bland,  diluent,  opening  and  very  fpare 
kind  of  food,  frequently  within  two  or  three  days 
fuch  acceflions  and  troublefome  fymptoms  ceafe, 
a freer  fecretion  of  milk  taking  place,  and  a great 
deal  of  fetid  fweat,  of  a fubacid  fraell,  being  e- 
qually  diffufed  over  the  whole  body.  Sometimes 
the  fever  is  extended  to  the  fourth  or  fifth  day, 
namely,  to  the  ninth  from  parturition,  the  accef- 
VOL.  II.  D 
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fions  always  gradually  becoming  milder,  and  at  ■ 
length  altogether  infenfibly  difappearing.  When  i 
it  is  of  fliortcfl;  duration,  like  an  ephemgrse,  it  runs  ; 
its  courfe  in  twenty  or  thirty  hours,  nay,  in  fome  | 
women  of  a remarkably  good  habit  of  body,  it  * 
fometimes  proves  fo  flight,  that,  except  fpending  i 
a Tingle  night  Tomewhat  reftlefs,  they  fcarcely  ex- 
perience any  other  uncafinefs,  efpecially  if  they 
fuckle  their  offspring  ; as  we  obferve  everywhere 
to  happen,  and  as  Van  Swicten  obfcrved  in  his 
own  wife,  and  many  other  women 
* In  Boerhaav.  § 1329. 

359.  It  appears  from  phyfiology,  that  after  par- 
its  caufes  turition,  the  uterus  is  gradually  con- 
tracted, in  confequencc  of  which 
the  redundant  jiuids^  and  fuch  as  are  contained  in 
the  uterine  veffels,  or,  according  to  others,  the 
chyle  itfelf,  or  the  laCteo-ferous  liquor  which  was 
carried  to  the  uterus,  is  repelled  by  means  of  the 
veins  to  the  breafts ; whence  Hoffman  has  fpc- 
cioufly  afferted,  that  the  larger  veffels  and  glands 
being  fuddenly  filled,  and  the  nervous  fibres  being 
unnaturally  feparated,  the  pain  and  fever  is  ex- 
cited *.  But  this  caufe  was  not  fuch  as  complete- 
ly fatislied  the  fcruples  of  Van  Swietenf.  Where- 
fore, as  he  obferved  the  fever  to  arife  principally 
at  the  time  when  it  fucceeds  to  wounds,  and  could 
not  conceive  that  the  feparation  of  the  placenta 
could  be  effected  without  in  fome  meafure  lacera- 
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ting  the  infide  of  the  uterus,  he  afcribed  the  ori- 
gin of  this  fever  to  a flight  degree  of  inflamma- 
tion of  the  internal  cavity  of  the  uterus,  befides  the 
flow  of  milk  to  the  mammae ; thinking  that  flight 
inflammation  of  this  kind  was  neceflary  to  feparate 
and  deftroy,  by  means  of  a mild  fuppuration,  the 
remains  of  the  chorium  ftill  adhering  there,  as  ap- 
pears principally  from  the  puriform,  nay  purulent 
nature  of  the  lochia,  manifefted  for  feveral  days 
by  the  heat  and  peculiar  fetor  accompanying  their 
difcharge.  But  Sauvages,  to  whom  it  feems  fuf- 
ficient  to  know,  that  the  fever  arifes  after  the  con- 
tradlion  of  the  uterus,  diredls  his  attention  to  the 
inveftigation  of  the  final  caufe,  for  which  it  is  ex- 
cited by  nature,  and  confiders  it  as  an  elfc6l  of 
the  providence  of  nature,  that,  while  the  blood  is 
thrown  into  fuch  violent  commotion,  the  mam- 
millary veffels  may  be  dilated,  and  open  a free 
paffage  to  the  chyle  found  there,  to  be  changed 
into  milk. 

* Med.  Rat.  Syft.  t.  1. 1,  i.  fe6t.  2.  c.  xv.  § i. 
t L.  c.  L.  c. 

360.  As  the  authority  of  each  of  thefe  authors 
weighs  very  much  with  me,  I can-  Theft  opinion, 
not  eafily  determine  to  which  of 
their  opinions  1 ought  to  give  the  preference.  I 
'U'ould  venture,  however,  to  aflert,  that  Hoffman’s 
opinion  cannot  hold  univerfally,  from  the  cir- 
cumftance,  that  the  fever  fometimes  comes  on, 
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and  continues  fome  time,  before  the  breads  be- 
come turgid  with  fluids,  and  experience  the  pain- 
ful diftenfion,  to  which  the  fever  may  be  aferibed. 
Befides,  were  its  caufe  merely  an  exceflive  con- 
flux of  humours  to  the  mammcc,  occafioning  a 
painful  dilatation,  it  would  be  probable,  that  thofe 
only  who  bear  children  for  the  firfl:  time  would 
be  liable  to  this  fever,  as  having  fmaller  and 
lirrner  veiTels,  and  not  fuch  as  have  brought 
forth  frequently,  or  have  already  fuckled  their  ofF- 
fpring,  fmee  in  thefe,  on  account  of  their  having 
formerly  had  milk,  or  fuclyled,  the  veflels  may  be 
faid  to  have  been  enlarged.  Moreover,  in  fome 
women,  during  the  laft  months  of  pregnancy,  the  j 
breads  become  fo  turgid  with  milk,  that  its  fecre-  j 
tion  cannot  be  derived  from  the  contradion  of  j 
the  uterus  * after  birth,  nor  can  the  fever  be  fuj)- 
pofed  to  arife  from  their  painful  dldcnfion.  For  ^ 
in  thefe  the  velTels  are  already  patulous  and  full  ^ 
of  milky  fluid  ; and  yet  they  are  not  always  free 
from  the  milk-fever. 

* I have  feen  a pointer,  which,  when  it  was  feized  with  the  ■ 
venereal  orgafm,  was  carefully  kept  from  the  male,  until  flic 
was  no  longer  in  feafon.  Yet  at  the  fame  time,  when,  if  flic  i 
had  received  the  male,  flie  would  have  brought  forth,  her  teats 
became  fo  diftended  with  milk  as  to  hang  down  to  the  ground. 
When  I exprefled  my  furprife  at  the  circumftance,  the  fur- 
geon  to  whom  flie  belonged  aflured  me,  tliat  he  had  feerw  other 
inllanccs  of  the  produdion  of  milk  in  other  bitches  and  ani- 
mals, witliout  previous  conception  j which,  if  it  be  the  cafe. 
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phyfiologlfts  mufi:  enter  upon  another  mode  of  explaining  the 
appearance  of  milk  in  puerperal  women,  without  having  re- 
courfe  to  the  contraftion  of  the  uterus.  And  doubtlefs  in 
pregnant  women  milk  appears,  not  to  mention  virgins,  and 
men,  in  whom  fometimcs  a great  quantity  of  milk  is  faid  to 
have  flowed  to  the  breads.  Robinet,  who,  I believe,  removed 
all  chance  of  miftake,  mentions  {Interpr.  de  la  Nat.  t.  2.  part  v. 
c,  70.  et  feq.),  that  the  breads  of  a certain  virgin  were  fo  didend- 
ed  with  milk,  that  it  became  neceflary  to  draw  it  off  by  art. 

361.  But  who  can  give  his  afient  to  the  final 
caul'e  of  this  fever  afliG-ned  by  Sau-  ^ , 

° ' Sauvages  refuted. 

vages  ? lincc  it  is  cftablllhed  be- 
yond difputc,  that  milk  is  fometimes  found  fecre- 
ted,  as  has  been  fliewn,  before  as  well  as  after 
birth,  without  its  fecretion  having  been  preceded 
by  any  fever,  and  without  its  preparing  the  vef- 
fels  meant  for  carrying  the  milk,  by  an  increafed 
motion  of  tlie  blood,  for  the  produ6lion  of  milk. 
Next,  if  the  fecretion  of  milk  be  owing  to  the  di- 
latation of  the  veflels  occafioned  by  the  fever, 
why  are  not  the  breafts  of  young  women  labour- 
ing under  fever  filled  with  milk  ? Laftly,  who  in 
his  fenfes  can  fuppofe,  that  nature  was  fo  impro- 
vident, that  Ihe  could  not  in  any  otlijef  way  than 
this,  which  is  neither  convenient  nor  Void  of  dan- 
ger, attempt  the  fecretion  of  milk  in  puerperal 
women  ? It  leems  to  be  a notion  totally  foreign 
to  the  truth,  fince  in  the  brute  beafls  milk  is  ob- 
tained without  fever,  and  the  other  feerttions  of 
the  living  fyftem,  even  the  flow  ones,  as  that  of 
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feinen,  are  carried  on  without  luch  an  abfurd  con- 
trivance. 

362.  With  regard  to  \an  Swieten’s  opinion: 

V.n  '*'■*  from  a 

pinion  coniider-  very  flight  inflammation  of  the  in- 

vQa 

ner  furface  of  the  uterus,  he  makes 
It  evident,  and  perfectly  explicable,  why  puer- 
peral women  fometimes  are  without  it,  particu- 
larly when  the  reparation  of  the  placenta  has  been 
fo  flight  as  to  occafion  no  violence  to  the  uterus, 
or  when,  of  its  own  accord,  it  has  come  entirely 
off,  nothing  adhering  to  the  cavity  of  the  ute- 
rus, not  even  any  part  of  the  decidua.  On 
the  contrary,  w’hen  any  force  has  been  em- 
ployed in  feparating  the  placenta,  or  any  of 
the  membrane  of  the  chorium  has  adhered  to 
the  uterus,  not  only  the  fever,  named  milk-fever^ 
lupervenes,  but  it  is  alfo  attended  with  fome  pain, 
tenfion,  or  tumour,  occupying  the  uterine  region, 
and,  at  the  fame  time,  about  the  pudendum,  or 
in  making  water,  a certain  degree  of  heat  of  a bur- 
ning kind,  though  not  very  great,  is  felt.  But  when 
neither  takes  place,  and  no  fuch  troublefome  fymp- 
toms  affedl  the  region  of  the  uterus,  and,  on  the 
other  hand,  the  breafts  are  painful,  tenfe,  and  fwol- 
len,  if  however  the  fever  comes  on,  as  not  unfre- 
quently  happens,  can  it  be  afcribed  to  the  flight 
inflammation  of  the  uterus  ? Certainly  not ; fince 
Van  Swietco  himfelf  does  not  hold  it  as  the  qnly 
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uniform  caufe,  to  the  total  exclufion  of  the 
, other,  namely  to  the  quantity  of  milk  diftending 
^the  breads.  A greater  difficulty  feems  to  be, 
tthat  fometimes,  though  no  faulty  date  of  the 
uterus,  no  fenfe  of  uneafinefs  in  the  breads,  pre- 
cede or  accompany  it,  neverthelefs  puerperal  wo- 
men are  feized  with  the  milk-fever.  What  can 
' be  faid  in  this  cafe  ? Can  it  be  faid  to  be  derived 
from  an  exceflive  conflux  of  fluids  to  the  breads, 
or  from  the  remains  of  the  chorium  adhering  to 
the  uterus  ? 

363.  'I  drongly  fufped:,  therefore,  that  the  ori- 
gin of  this  fever  is  not  to  be  referred  ^ . 

^ ^ riie  caufe  of  tln.^ 

j to  any  particular  caufe,  but  is  of  a fever  not  one 

i . 1 1 1 • • particularly. 

i various  nature ; although  it  is  gene- 
rally, though  improperly,  named  milk-fever,  as  if 
|i  it  proceeded  from  the  fecretion  of  milk.  And,  in 
1:  the  fird  place,  it  is  very  probable,  that  this  fever  for 
i the  mod  part  depends  on  the  mere  contradion  of 
I the  uterus,  which  takes  place  fooner  or  later.  For, 
on  the  uterus  being  contraded,  and  confequent- 
I ly  the  lochia  flowing  more  fparingly  or  thinly, 
i which  happens  fometimes  on  the  fecond,  fometimes 
! on  the  third,  and  fometimes  on  the  fourth  day  after 
j delivery,  the  circulation  is  fo  changed,  that  on  this 
ji  account  alone  the  motion  of  the  heart  and  arteries 
Vis  accelerated,  and  there  arifes  a fever,  of  fhoit 
. continuance  however,  and  ceafmg  on  the  equable 
^circulation  of  all  the  humours  being  redored. 
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But  if  any  impure  fluid,  from  the  utems  and  other 
vifeera  of  the  lower  part  of  the  belly  after  delivery 
being  no  longer  either  compreffed  or  diftended, 
pafles  back  into  the  blood,  which  by  ftagnation, 
during  the  period  of  pregnancy,  may  have  been 
In  fome  meafure  vitiated  ; in  that  cafe,  the  fever 
arifing  from  thenee  will  be  protraded  longer,  and 
will  refume  its  acceflions  until  every  impurity  has 
been  expelled  by  fweat,  urine,  or  the  belly,  as  gene- 
rally takes  place  in  three,  four,  or  five  days.  While 
no  fever  will  be  occafioned,  if  fo  flight  a contrac- 
tion of  the  uterus  enfues,  as  to  caufe  no  fcnfible 
derangement  in  the  circulation,  or  if  no  vitiated 
fluid  from  the  uterus  or  elfewhere  be  added  to 
the  blood  or  lymph  ; in  which  cafe,  neither  will 
a preternatural  diminution  of  the  flow  of  the 
lochia  take  place,  nor  will  the  fecrerion  of  milk  ■ 

'I 

generate  any  other  inconvenience,  than  a flight  i 
diftenfion  of  the  breafls.  But  that  the  lochia  | 
fhould  be  difcoloured  or  diminilhed,  at  the  ap-  J 
proach  of  the  febrile  motion,  and  again,  as  it  goes  s 
off,  become  redder  and  more  copious,  is  perfedly 
conliflent  with  common  fenfe,  and  Ihould  create 
no  furprife. 

364.  Yet  I do  not  deny,  that  fometimes  fuch  ■ 
a quantity  of  blood  and  other  fluids 

What  may  be  pro-  i 

pc.iy  niimed  flow  to  the  brcafts,  that  they  be* 

^ come  immoderately  fwelled,  w^arm, 

painfifl,  and  in  fome  iiieal'ure  inflamed.  BiJt  iu  | 
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: fuch  a cafe,  the  fever  that  is  excited  does  not  pre- 
cede, as  that  now  defcrlbed  does,  but  fucceeds  the 
‘ fwelling  of  the  breafts,  and  fecretlon  of  milk.  This 
1 may  be  properly  named  milk-fever,  as  proceeding 
:from  exceffive  quantity  and  congeftion.of  milk, 
:and  being  fymptomatic  ; nor  does  it  require  any 
(critical  fweat  or  diurefis,  but  is  refolved  by  mere 
diminution  of  the  quantity  of  the  fluids,  and  re- 
vulfion,  or  by  drawing  off  the  milk.  And  like- 
wife  the  more  any  part  becomes  fwollen  and  in- 
• durated  with  milk,  the  more  diftreflTing,  obftinate, 
:and  lading  does  the  fever  prove.  This  kind  of 
difeafe  occafioning  a fymptomatic  fever,  is  like- 
wife  common  to  nurfes  ; and  when  it  is  quickly 
(difcuffcd,  is  commonly  named  at  Bologna  mal 
^del  pelo  ; but  if  it  is  more  fevere,  it  is  apt  to  run 
i into  abfcefs  of  the  breafts. 

365.  But,  according  to  Van  Swieten,  there 
Teems  to  be  a fever,  which  differs 
;from  thefe  fpccies  (363.  364.)  ari- 
'fmg  from  a flight  inflammation  of  thrmeVus" 

'the  inner  furface  of  the  cavity  of  the 
uterus  (359.).  For  it  alfo,  when  it  happens, 
ifince  we  have  allowed  that  puerperal  women  are 
I liable  to  it  (362.),  gradually  fucceeds  pain,  fwell- 
I ing,  and  heat  of  the  uterus,  ftrangury,  and  other 
TVmptoms  of  which  we  have  already  fpoken,  be- 
j. ginning  fooner  or  later,  and  terminating  accor- 
ding to  the  degree  and  duration  of  the  inflamma- 
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tion,  and  according  to  the  different  times  v/licu 
the  inflammation,  of  which  the  fever  is  fymp- 
tomatic,  commences.  In  this  fpecies  alfo,  the 
lochia  are  difcoloured,  and  fuccefiively  fetid,  aflu- 
ming  the  appearance  of  pus,  and,  if  the  com- 
plaint be  more  fevere,  they  are  at  firft  not  only 
diminifhed,  but  are  alrnofl  entirely  fuppreffed. 
For  it  is  not  an  invariable  occurrence,  that  the 
lochia,  on  the  acceffion  of  the  fever,  arc  dimi- 
nifhed, or  fnpprefl'ed,  or  become  difcoloured  and 
fetid.  But  if,  from  any  caufe,  -as  the  admiffion 
of  cold,  fear,  any  paflTion  of  the 

\Vh£n  it  arifes  • j r • . 

from  adiuai  in-  Hiind,  pertumes,  portions  of  the 
placenta  being  retained,  concretions 
of  blood,  and  the  like,  the  lochia 
flop,  are  checked,  or  repelled,  another  more  vio- 
lent kind  of  fever  will  neceflarily  arife,  entirely  dif- 
ferent from  thefe  (362.  363.  364.),  in  its  origin, 
nature,  violence  of  fymptoms,  danger,  the  va- 
riety of  its  cffedls,  and  in  its  termination.  For, 
in  that  cafe,  the  dffeafe  is  occafioned  by  adtual 
inflammation  of  the  uterus,  or  the  head,  or  breafl, 
or  other  important  parts,  by  mctaftafis  are  moft 
violently  aflfedted,  in  confequence  of  which  a 
great  variety  of  diftrefling  complaints  threaten 
the  patient  with  imminent  danger. 
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PROGNOSIS  AND  CURE. 

366.  In  general,  the  milk-fever,  if  it  begins 
at  the  ufual  time,  and  is  flight,  terminates  in  two 
or  three  days  ; or  if  it  remains  fomewhat  longer, 
it  is  finiflied  on  the  fourth  or  fifth  day,  as  has 
already  been  faid  (358.),  ■with  a gentle  fweat,  co- 
pious or  thick  urine,  fometimes  with  loofenefs, 
and  a copious  return  of  the  lochia,  wdiich  had 
been  in  fome  meafure  checked.  And  it  is  uni- 
verfally  allowed  to  be  unattended  with  danger. 
But  we  muft  carefully  inveftigate  its  origin  and 
nature,  before  pronouncing  any  thing  on  its  ifliie, 
or  the  cure  to  be  employed.  If,  therefore,  it 
appears  to  be  of  the  kind  deferibed 

. • r 1 • How  to  cure  tlic 

in  par.  363.  it  icarcely  requires  me-  fpedcs. 
dical  alliftance,  provided  it  be  mild 
and  quickly  remit,  the  lochia  flow  gently,  ple- 
thora be  abfent,  and  no  other  uncommonly  feverc 
fymptom  aggravate  the  complaint.  For  it  is  then 
better  to  keep  the  patient  quiet,  to  exclude  the 
light,  to  prevent  her  from  fpeaking,  to  keep  her 
head  raifed,  to  guard  againft  cold,  to  dilute  the 
fluids  by  means  of  tepid,  aperient,  inodorous, 
agreeable  drink,  and  to  excite  a gentle  diapho- 
refis,  to  employ  a very  light  diet,  confifting  of 
chicken-broth,  either  alone  or  with  bread  boiled 
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up  in  it,  and  given  cautiouny  at  proper  intervals, 
adding  an  emollient  clyfter  of  oil  of  olives,  with- 
out any  ftimiilants,  every  day,  or  every  fccond 
day,  to  keep  the  belly  open,  or,  when  loofenefs 
is  afready  prefent,  to  cleanfe  the  bowels,  until 
the  health  is  reftored.  There  is  feldom  occafion 
to  employ  bleeding.  But  ^ the  lochia  flow  too 
fparingly,  or,  which  is  worfe,  are  fupprefled,  and 
the  veflels  are  turgid  with  blood,  the  face  fluflied, 
the  head  pained,  and  the  arteries  in  it  throb,  or 
there  is  a difficulty  of  breathing,  the  fever  is  un- 
ufually  violent,  wuth  a full,  ftiong,  and  hard 
pulfe,  or  with  fuppreffion  of  it,  or  if  the  uterine 
region,  on  being  comprefled,  experiences  any 
painful  fenfation  j — we  ought  immediately  to  let 
blood  by  opening  a vein  in  the  fcot,  that  the  dif- 
eafe,  from  being  otherwife  mild,  may  not  pafs 
into  a worfe  kind  j and,  if  the  fymptoms  do  not 
abate,  it  may  fometimes  be  cautioufly  repeated. 

367.  But  if  it  appears  from  the  fymptoms 

die  fever  is  truly  a 

The  fecond  fpe-  VA  /'  ’ • n r-  '' 

cies,  truly  to  be  ^ or  onc  ariling  from  an 

named  miik-fe-  ^^cefs  of  fluids  or  milk  collected  in 

the  breafts,  the  method  of  cure 


Method  of  care. 


ought  to  be  the  fame  as  that  employed  in  inflam- 
mation of  the  breafts.  Refolution 
muft  therefore  be  attempted  by  all 
means,  firft  by  abftinence,  reft,  weak  chicken- 
broth,  to  be  repeated  every  four  hours,  or  by  thin 
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panada  twice  a-day,  fo  as  not  to  increafe  much 
the  generation  of  the  milk,  watery  drink,  gently 
'diuretic,  interpofmg  occafionally  powder  of  crabs 
ceyes  mixed  with  nitre,  to  prove  ferviceablc  *by 
ttheir  correding  quality,  and  abforb  any  acid  acri- 
imony.  Next,  if  the  ^ochia  flow  too  fparingly, 
tthe  fever  is  prolonged,  the  pulfe  is  ftrong,  hard, 
>and  full,  with  which  the  other  fymptoms  indica- 
itive  of  inflammation  concur,  or  the  head-ach,  or 
idyfpnoea,  require  relief, we  mull  let  blood  from  the 
tfoot,  and  repeat  it  according  to  circumftances ; not 
lomitting  emollient  and  gently  relaxing  injedtions. 
.And  when  the  breads  are  painful,  tenfe,  and  too 
'Warm  externally,  it  is  proper  to  apply  to  them 
trags  drenched  in  a deco<dion  of  mallow^s,  and  to 
! renew  them  occafionally,  always  placing  above 
.them  folds  of  warm  dry  linen,  that  the  fomenta- 
ttions  may  not  become  too  foon  cold,  and  confe- 
quently  prove  hurtful.  Thus  it  often  happens, 
(that  by  relaxing  its  paflTages  the  milk  flows  abun- 
^dantly  through  the  nipples,  and  affords  very  great 
'relief.  If  an  eryfipelatous  rednefs,  as  it  were,  is 
uDbfervable  upon  the  furface  of  the  Ikin,  it  is  not 
1 improper  to  add  to  the  decodion  of  mallows. 
Tome  Ample  vinegar,  the  fmell  of  which  is  borne 
j'with  impunity,  that  it  may  prove  more  refolving 
and  correding.  But,  whenever  the  pain  and 
itenfion  of  the  breads  fubfide,  it  is  proper  to  ab- 
'dain  from  refolving  remedies  for  we  mud  care- 
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fully  guard  againft  a fudden  metaftafis  of  the  ^ 
milk  to  the  internal  parts,  as  this  may  give  rife  to  ^ 
a variety  of  bad  fymptoms. 

368.  Inftead  of  wet  fomentations,  others  ad- 
nryfo™e„„w  »he  Covering  of  the  breafts  with 
dry  warm  cloths,  and  on  their  be- 
coming moift  with  milk,  the'  immediate  renew- 
ing of  them,  that  they  may  not  become  cold  ; 
this,  however,  they  would  have  pra£tifed  with  , 
caution,  to  prevent  any  bad  confequences  from 
. the  admiflion  of  the  cold  air.  But  we  are  in- 
formed by  Lieutaud  that  this  heat  is  fuperior 
in  its  elfedts  to  any  other  remedy  whatfoever,  as 
parfley,  fmallage,  peppermint,  chervil,  powder  of 
beans  or  rye,  honey,  lees  of  wine,  frefh  butter  dif- 
folved  in  fpirits  of  wine,  diachylon  plafter,  or  I 
fpermaceti,  and  fuch  applications.  But  even  that 
heat,  if  it  be  not  perfectly  mild,  is  not  free  from  - 
liarm.  For  in  the  fame  manner  as  cold,  fo  has 
heat,  by  contradiing  the  fibres  of  the  veflcls,  fome- 
times  occafioned  the  milk,  in  confequence  of  be- 
ing forced  back,  to  attack  the  brain,  lungs,  and 
other  internal  parts,  inducing  apoplexy,  pleuri- 
fy,  peripneumony,  inflammations,  and  abfeeffes, 
dreadful  complaints,  named  from  their  particu- 
lar origin.  But  I do  not  know  a better  remedy  ■ 
both  for  foftening  the  breafts,  and  to  prevent 
the  metaftafis  of  the  milk,  than  fuckling.  The 
patient  Ihould,  therefore,  give  fuck  twice  a- 
day,  or  if,  on  account  of  the  child's  tender  age, 
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that  cannot  be  done,  the  milk  muft  be  drawn  off 
by  another  woman,  or  a whelp,  or  a pipe  adapted 
to  the  breaft,  until  the  child,  after  the  fever  is  dif- 
Lculfed,  become  capable  of  doing  it  freely  of  itfelf. 

* Precis,  de  Medecin.  L.  III.  p.  649. 

369.  But  filch  as  do  not  fuckle  their  children, 
3as  is  generally  the  cafe  at  prefent, 

.when  the  fever  has  begun  to  abate,  lervice  10  fuch 
ireceive  great  benefit  from  the  area-  luckie. 

mumduplicatum,  in  a dofe  of  from  two  Arcanum  dupUca. 
ifcruples  to  two  drachms,  divided  into 
ifour  portions,  and  given  at  hated  Intervals  every 
i-day,  in  a warm  infufion  of  the  capillus  veneris. 
IFor,  by  means  of  this  fiilt,  according  to  Levret, 
^who  firft  propofed  it,  and  is  fiipported  by  expe- 
rience, not  only  are  the  lochia  gently  promoted, 
.which  is  of  the  utmoft  confequence,  but  the  kid- 
ineysand  bowels  areftimulatcd;  whence  ithappens, 
tthat  the  fuperabundant  milk  is  very  conveniently 
dent  off  by  thefe  paffages  But  this  remedy 
|;ought  to  be  continued,  until  no  milk  appears  in 
'.the  breafts,  and  it  feems  entirely  drawn  off  from 
tthe  body.  1 mull  not  omit  to  mention,  that  fome 
;praditioners  are  in  the  habit  of  gently  purging 
; the  patient  on  the  ninth  day,  when 
I the  milk-fever  generally  terminates, 

■ if  the  bowels  require  it,  v.nth  the  view  of  driving 
off  the  remains  of  the  milk,  from  the  retention  of 
which  they  dread  very  bad  confequences.  \Vc 
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muft  not,  however,  on  all  occafions,  and  without 
deliberation,  have  recourfe  to  this  pradice,  efpe-  ■ 
dally  when  the  lodiia  flow  in  due  quantity.  For 
by  premature  or  rafh  purging,  they  are  eafily  fup-  i 
prefled,  and  occafion  dangerous  metaftafis.  When,  ! 
therefore,  the  belly  is  bound,  the  lochia  diminifh-  | 
ed  or  fupprefled,  the  milk  often  returns  to  the  ^ 
breafts,  the  appetite  is  weak,  and  a bad  tafte  j 
in  the  mouth  is  prefcnt,  and  the  fleep  is  dif-  i 
turbed  with  alarming  dreams  ; — the  belly  may  be  ' 
fafely  purged  by  means  of  fome  neutral  fait,  as 
that  employed  in  England,  at  Modena,  or  the 
fal  polychreft,  or  by  the  arca7ium  duplicatmn^  to 
the  extent  of  four  or  fix  drachms  dilTolved  in  a 
large  quantity  of  warm  water, 

* L.  c.  §.  948. 

370.  So  far  refpeding  the  cure  of  the  milk- 
fever.  It  is  proper,  however,  to 

How  to  prevent  • 1 • , 

the  fever.  Ihew  in  what  manner  it  may  be  ' 
prevented  or  diminilhed.  About 
twelve  hours,  therefore,  after  delivery,  when  the 
woman  has  enjoyed  fleep,  if  fhe  wdfhes  to  fuckle 
her  infant,  ftie  ought  then  to  give  it  the  bread; ; 
for  the  timely  fucking  of  the  breaft,  now  and  : 
then  repeated,  caufes  firft  the  fecretiou  of  milk  ; 
to  take  place  eafily,  and  next  it  prevents  the 
breafts  from  fvvelling  too  mueh  and  becoming  in-  ^ 
flamed.  But  fuch  as  give  out  their  children  to  be  | 
nurfed,  orwhofe  breafts  are  fo  diftended  wdth 
milk  that  they  cannot  be  emptied  by  it,  require 
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;tlie  afliftance  of  a female,  or  fome  other  contrii 
Tvance,  as  has  been  obferved,  for  diminifliing  the 
quantity  of  milk.  Likewife  the  quantity  of  milk 
rmay  be  prevented  by  fpare  diet,  containing 
ilittle  nouriChment ; and,  by  means  of  watery 
[drink,  which  eafily  pafles  off,  the  milk  is  rendered 
imore  ferous  and  thinner,  fo  that  it  can  be  more 
•readily  fucked,  or  made  to  flow  out. 

[But  it  is  attended  with  ftill  greater  ''^dotV  when^a 
danger,  if  the  milk,  which  by  flag- 
nation  has  become  acid,  or  vitiated, 

Tuddenly  retires  from  the  breads,  leaving  them 
quite  flaccid,  and  the  other  parts  are  attack- 
:^d  with  fevere  fymptoms,  together  with  vio- 
lent fever  (368.)*  It  is  then  expedient  to  draw 
olood,  chiefly  from  the  foot ; to  keep  the  belly 
open  ; to  excite  a gentle  flow  of  the  lochia  and 
lurine,  that  the  milk,  which  had  left  its  proper 
:hannel,  may  be  brought  to  excretion  ; nay,  if 
[he  complaint  be  ftill  more  diftreflTing,  to  excite 
[he  bladder  by  cantharides,  and  to  open  a new 
:3aflTage  for  the  matter. 

371.  Laftly,  if  there  appear  to  be  fymptoms  of 
light  inflammation  of  the  uterus,  fuch 
US  Van  Swieten  has  fpoken  of  (3  ^9. 

befides  the  treatment  already  (366.)  re- 
commended, fervice  may  be  derived  from  emol- 
ient  fomentations,  placed  on  the  uterine  region j 
and  oily  matters  may  be  taken  internally,  that 

VoL.  II,  E 
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the  fubftances  adhering  to  the  uterus  may  the 
more  eafily  be  feparated  and  brought  away.  But 
it  the  fuppreffioii  of  the  lochia  gives  realon  for 
fulpeiSling  the  prefence  of  greater  inflammation 
(365.),  they  ought  to  be  recalled  as  quickly  as 
poflible.  In  that  cafe  no  one  would  difapprove 
of  bleeding.  It  is  a matter  of  fome 

Whence  the  blood  1 r 1 

ihouid  be  drawn,  tlilputc,  howcver,  iroin  what  part 

the  blood  flaoiild  be  taken.  But 
moft  agree,  if  the  lochia  are  all  of  a fudden  com- 
pletely fiippreflcd,  and  the  head  or  breaft  are  in. 
confequence  affected,  or  if,  being  retained  in  the 
uterine  vefl'els,  they  produce  inflammatory  fwell- 
ing,  it  ought  to  be  drawn  copioufly  from  the 
large  veins  of  the  arm,  that  the  ftronger  revul- 
fion  may  take  place  from  the  affeded  and  op- 
preflfed  vifeera.  On  the  other  hand,  if  they  are 
only  diminilhed,  to  recall  the  due  flow  of  them, 
it  ought  to  be  drawn  from  the  foot.  For  it  is 
fuppofed,  that,  by  opening  a vein  in  the  foot, 
the  blood  is  drawn  more  copioufly  to  the  uterus ; 
although,  in  my  opinion,  revuHion  alfo  from  the 
uterus  fecins  to  be  produced  by 

For  the 

veins  of  the  foot  muft  neceflarily  be 
conneded  with  the  external  iliac  ones,  fo  that, 
when  thefe  are  emptied,  a lefs  influx,  in  a given 
time,  takes  place  to  the  internal  iliac  veins,  which 
fupply  the  uterus ; in  which  revulfion  corififls. 


V.S.caufes  revul-  • • 

lion  from  the  foot.  Opening  a vein  there. 
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IBut  if  the  lochia  neither  return  after  repeated 
‘bleedings,  nor  the  congeftion  of  blood  about  the 
! uterus  is  digefted,  the  greateft  advantage  is  to 
Ibe  derived  from  the  application  of  leeches  to  the 
iinner  labia  of  the  vulva,  and  from  very  mild 
.and  emollient  fluids,  frequently  thrown  warm 
tthrough  a tube  into  the  uterus.  Among  thefe, 
(the  bell  is  frefli  oil  of  fweet  almonds,  exprelTed 
\withoLit  the  aid  of  fire.  Almofl;  the  fame  plan 
imufl;  be  adopted  in  the  inflammation  of  the 
luterus,  occafioned  by  the  retention  of  the  pla- 
tcenta,  or  very  difficult  birth,  or  external  vio- 
llcnce. 

372.  The  proper  treatment  for  thofe  fwellings 
tof  the  breafts,  with  which  nurfes  are 
jafFe<5ted, independently  of  child-binh  miik-fever  of 

/ \ ^ nurfes* 

.(304)5  It  IS  the  province  of  furgery 
;to  point  out.  But  the  remarks  already  made  on 
linflammation  in  general,  may  be  confulted.  It 
Iconly  remains  to  obferve,  that  after  the  milk-fever 
lhas  been  difeufled,  the  patient  muft  return  very 
dlowly  to  the  ufe  of  fuller  diet,  and  that  the  body 
.mull  be  well  defended  from  cold,  air,  and  other 
; noxious  powers. 
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THE  ACUTE  GASTRIC  FEVER  ^ 


373.  To  this  place  likewife  belongs  the  kind 
of  fevers,  which,  though  varioufly 
implies”*™^  denominated,  according  to  the  fup- 
pofed  diverfity  of  the  fituation  of 
its  caufe,  and  the  variety  and  depravation  of  that 
caufe,  I think  with  Hallonius  f,  is  beft  named 
gajirtc^  provided  the  acute  fever  ^ not  the  flow  one, 
is  underftood  by  that  term  ij:.  But  by  whatever 
name  it  is  called,  authors  feem  to  have  been  de- 
firous  of  pointing  out  a fever  originating  in  the 
lower  part  of  the  abdomen,  and  from  indigeftion, 
or  from  vitiated,  corrupted,  and  putrid  matters 
and  fluids,  injuring  the  primae  vise,  and  gradually  : 
pafling  into  the  § blood,  and  which  may  be  relieved 
and  removed  by  ftools,  both  fpontaneous  and  ex- 
cited  by  art.  i 

* Synonyms.  The  febris  a putredine  orta  of  Alexander  Tral- 
lianus,  1.  iJOI.  c.  12.  The  febris  putrida  of  the  phyficians  of  § 
Montpellier.  Fizes  Traft.  de  Febrib.  le  Roy  fecond.  Me-  * 
moir  fur  les  fievr.  p.  243.  '^The  febris  putrida  of  fome  recent  1 
writers.  The  febris  mefenterica  of  Bagllvi,  Prax.  Med.  1.  i.  S 
Dc  feb.  mal.  et  mefcnt.  j.  3.  and  4.  Febris  acuta  mefenterica  « 
of  Burchard,  DilT.  de  febr.  acut.  mefent.  The  febris  acuta  fto-  | 
machica,  and  intellinalis  of  Heifter.  Comp.  med.  Pra£t.  cap.v. 
Feb.  ftercoralis  of  Quefnay,  Des.  Fievr.  t.  2.  p.  3^7*  Febris  i"' 
intcftinalis  et  mefenterica  a cacochymia  atrabilaria  Riedel.  De  ^ 
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[Feb.  Inteft.  xv.  Feb.  put.  aut  biliofa  of  Tiflbt.  Avis  au 
Tpeuple,  prem.  part.  c.  xvi.  p.  263. 

f Epid.  1.  2.  p.  1 17.  120. 

J For  thofe  fevers  which  are  commonly  named  me/entertc,  fo 
ccalled  by  Femelius,  are  not  of  this  kind  ; as  they  belong  to  the 
Cflow  fymptomatic  onesj  of  which  mention  was  made  when  we 
itreated  of  heSlic  fever. 

§ The  paflages  that  lead  into  the  blood  are  not  only  the  lac- 
rteal  veflels,  but  likewife  the  abforbents,  which,  as  being  lefs 
i'irritable,  more  readily  receive  any  fluid,  although  acrid  and 
iirritating. 

374.  Under  the  name  of  indigeftion  comes 
'whatever  fwerves  from  its  natural 
(Condition,  and  ftagnates  in  the  fto- 
i mach,  inteftines,  liver,  pancreas, 

, and  other  vifcera  of  the  lower  part  of  the  abdo- 
men, putrifies,  and  becomes  in  any  other  way 
i injurious : whether  the  llagnation  take  place 
I primarily,  or  be  derived  thither  from  the  whole 
habit,  or  elfe where.  Such  are  crudities,  and 

every  kind  of  degeneracy  of  the  aliment  colledied 
in  the  ftomach  ; the  excrements  detained  too 
long  in  the  inteftines,  and  having  acquired  a re- 
markable degree  of  putrefaction  j a congeftion 
of  bile  in  its  duCls,  and  the  gall-bladder  becoming 
putrid,  or  forced  into  the  duodenum  and  ftomach, 
and  continuing  there  too  long  ; the  gaftric  and 
pancreatic  juice,  or  that  of  the  inteftines  fimilarly 
vitiated ; the  recrementious  matter  of  the  blood 
and  other  fluids  being  retained,  or  driven  back, 
and  carried  to  the  inteftines ; various  kinds  of 
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worms ; bad,  noxious,  putrid,  or  poifonoiis  mat- 
ters, taken  into  the  fyftem,  whether  in  the  form  of 
drink,  food,  or  medicine  ; miafmata  being  abforb- 
ed  or  fwallowed,  and  adhering  to  the  ftomach  or 
inteftines  ; in  a word,  all  thofe  things  which  can 
be  drawn  off  by  purging,  and  when  fo  drawn  off 
diminilh,  or  altogether  remove,  the  complaint. 

375*  becaufe  that  depraved  digeftion  of 
the  primsE  vise  is  now  generally  efteemed  either 

Why  it  is  better  prone  to  putrefac- 

named  gaftric  tion  j the  phyficians  of  Montpellier, 

„ 1 1 alt  ^ 

Tliiot,  and  others*,  have  named 
the  fever  arifing  from  thence  putrid ; but  proba- 
bly that  name  is  improperly  applied.  For  that 
febrile  caufe  may  prove  hurtful  in  a variety  of 
ways,  and  may  he  poffeffed  of  various  vitiations, 
without  its  being  of  a putrid  nature  ; befides,  the 
name  of  putrid  fever  has  been  given  to  feveral 
other  fevers  f , both  by  the  ancients  and  moderns, 
fo  that  this  fever  feems  to  be  more  properly  na- 
med gajiric.  For  thofe  fevers  feem  truly  to  dcferve 
the  name  of  putrid,  in  which  the  putrefying  power 
diffolves  the  blood  itfelf,  exifts  in  it,  and  gradually 
pervades  it.  Therefore,  as  we  have  already 
fliewn,  whatever  fever,  whether  continent,  remit- 
tent, intermittent,  or  compound,  is  conjoined  with 
a putrid  diffolution  of  the  blood,  may  be  named 
putrid;  nor  does  it  conftitute  any  particular  genus 
of  fever.  But  in  true  putrid  fevers,  the  putre- 
fadtion  is  propagated  in  fuch  a manner,  that,  al- 
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though  cT  portion  of  the  corrupted  fluid  is  occa- 
iionally  feparated,  and  excreted,  the  fever  does 
not  abate,  but  flill  continues  to  rage  with  vio- 
lence. The  reverfe  happens  in  the.  gajlric  fever, 
or  that  arifmg  from  depraved  digeftion  of  the 
prima  vies ; for  fo  foon  as  this  colluvies  is  with- 
drawn, by  having  recourfe  to  purging,  moft;  of 
the  fymptoins  difappear,  and  the  fever  is  in  the 
fame  proportion  diminifhed.  But  if,  on  account 
of  part  of  the  febrile  caufe  having  been  imparted 
to  the  blood,  and  effervefeing  with  it,  the  fever 
does  not  immediately  difappear,  yet  it  abates,  ac- 
cording as  the  colluvies  is  withdrawn.  And  thus 
are  we  befl:  enabled  to  diftinguilh  the  gajlric  feve?' 
from  others  commonly  called  truly  putrid. 

* According  to  Le  Roy  (1.  c.  n.  p.)  at  Montpellier,  all  fevers 
are  generally  referred  to  two  principal  genera,  namely, pK/nW  and 
malignant  ones.  The  putrid  ones,  which,  as  we  have  already  ob- 
ferved,  have  tlieir  caufe  in  the  prima  via,  are  clafled  among 
the  acute  fevers,  and  are  attended  with  fevere  fymptoms,  but; 
are  not  very  dangerous.  Thofe  again  are  efteemed  malignant, 
upon  which  dangerous  and  alarming  fymptoms  fupervene. 

t The  Galenifts,  as  I have  faid,  named  all  fevers  putrid, 
except  ephemerae  and  he£Hc  fevers  ; but  efpccially  the  fynorhi. 
At  prefent,  pejlilential  fevers,  true  petechial  ones,  the  jail,  conta- 
gious, and  hofpital  kind,  and  moft  malignant  ones,  are  univer- 
fally  named  putrid,  as  may  be  feen  in  the  works  of  Huxham, 
Pringle,  Storck,  Quarin,  and  a great  many  more.  A paflage, 
in  oppofition  to  the  opinion  of  the  ancients,  to  be  found  in 
Trallianus  (l,i2.c.  2.),  comes  very  well  in  here.  After  ad- 

E4 


72 


OF  REMITTENT  FEVERS. 


ducing  many  of  their  notions  concerning  fevers  arlfing  from 
putrefaftion,  he  makes  the  following  remarks.  “ Some  phy- 
ficians  have  fuppofed  that  no  putrefa£Hon  whatever  takes 
« place  in  the  veins,  but  rather  in  the  abdomen.  The  proof 
“ of  which  they  draw  both  from  worms  generated  there,  and 
“ from  the  excrements  when  pafled,  which  evince  both  a bad 
fmell,  and  a difpofition  to  putrefaftion.  'Fhey  fay  that  this 
“ is  indicated  by  vomiting  alfo,  which  has  frequently  fo  tho-  ■ 
roughly  removed  fevers,  that  the  patient  has  no  longer  ex- 
“ perienced  a bad  fit ; that  they  have  at  other  times  feen  pa- 
tients  freed  from  the  fever  by  merely  ^ fingle  vomit  or  injec- 
tion.  It  may  be  clearly  (hewn,  however,  not  only  from  thefe 
“ fads,  but  many  others  alfo,  that  putrid  fevers  originate  in  the 
belly.  It  is  perhaps  likewife  the  caufe  of  other  fevers.” 

376.  The  gaftric  fever  generally  obfers'es  the 
type  of  a continued  quotidian.  We 

It  is  always  a re-  , ^ j , 1 • r 

mittent.  do  not  deny,  however,  that  it  fome- 
times  experiences  various  changes 
of  its  period,  like  the  tritaeophyse,  or  com- 
pound, or  erratic  fevers.  But  it  is  always  truly 
remittent,  having  the  marks  of  indigcftion  of  the 
priina  via  ; in  which  its  charader  confifts.  It  is 
referred  by  Quefnay  to  the  acritic  or  excremen- 
titious  fevers,  as  he  calls  them  ; becaufe  it  is  nei- 
ther capable  of  concodion,  nor  of  adual  crifis,  i 
as  being  cured  merely  by  withdrawing  the  collec- 
tion of  impurities.  This  fad  had  been  already 
communicated  before  Qiiefnay  by  Baglivi  who  ‘ 
thought  the  confideration  of  critical  d ys  ufelefs,  ^ 
fince  he  law  that  it  bv  no  means  correfponded  I 
with  die  laws  of  concodion  and  crifis. 

* Prax.  Med.  J.  c.  § iv. 
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Preceding  caufes. 


377.  It  is  preceded  by  thefe  caufes  which  in- 
jure, derange,  or  vitiate  the  dige- 
; ftion  ; which  check  the  perfpira- 
ition,  and  direct  it  to  the  inteftines,  which  rendei 
tthe  bile  more  copious  or  acrid,  diminifh  the 
ftrength  of  the  fibres,  retard  the  motion  of  the 
humours  at  the  lower  part  of  the  abdomen,  fup- 
j prefs  the  fecretions  and  excretions  of  the  abdo- 
minal vifeera,  afford  crudities  and  impurities  to 
the  ftomach  and  inteftines,  as  wet  feafons,  ex- 
ceflive  rains,  inundations,  frequent  viciflitudes  of 
heat  and  cold,  want  of  frefh  vegetables,  wine, 
vinegar,  and  corn,  ftale  or  worm-eaten  bread, 
the  abufe  of  unripe  fruits,  or  fuch  as  are  apt  to 
run  into  putrefadion,  or  flefh,  or  milky,  or  crude 
aliments,  an  idle  life,  or  exceflive  care,  watch- 
ing, and  ftudy,  grief,  the  adion  of  long-conti- 
nued paflions,  and,  above  all,  a very  fultry  fum- 
mer,  and  a fucceeding  moift  rainy  fpring,  and  the 
like.  To  thefe  fome  add  the  atmofphere’s  abound- 
ing with  putrid  effluvia,  and  marfli  miafmata ; 


although  from  thefe  ufually  arife,  not  only  ga- 
ftric  fevers,  but  alfo  nervous  ones,  and  other  ma- 
lignant, epidemic,  and  contagious  ones  of  what- 
ever kind,  nay,  even  exanthematous  difeafes. 

378.  Immediately  before  being  attacked  with 
the  difeafe,  the  patient  for  fome  days  is  very  lan- 
guid ; pains  are  felt  in  the  head, 

1 • « j • • .1  • r r SvmutoTns  of  the 

^nd  joiiitSj  or  there  is  3.  lenic  approach  of  th^ 
of  heavinefs  and  w’^eight  over  the 
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whole  body  ; there  is  fometimes  violent  head- 
ach  j a bad  tafte  in  the  mouth,  efjiecially  in  the 
caorning  ; a loathing  of  food,  and  the  nights  arc 
generally  pafled  fleeplefs  and  reliefs,  without 
any  other  fymptom.  He  next  begins  to  grow 
firft  cold,  and  then  hot,  until  he 

Svmpton.'s  of  t1)c 

ijeginning  of  the  is  at  length  affeftcd  with  a dry 
acrid  heat.  Tlien  the  pulfe,  which 
during  the  prevalence  of  the  cold,  was  fmall  and 
quick,  begins  to  rife,  and  fometimes  becomes 
violent,  though  not  hard,  as  happens  in  each  fpe- 
cies  of  fynnehus,  unlefs,  as  not  unfrequently  hap- 
pens, this  fever  takes  place  in  a plethoric  perfon, 
or  one  with  an  inflammatory  diathefis  of  the  blood. 
The  headach  alfo  generally  becomes  morefevere; 
vomiting,  or  a defire  to  vomit,  comes  on  ; there 
is  diftreihng  thirfl: ; the  urine  is  rendered  more 
fparing ; and  the  mouth  becomes  more  bitter. 

Thefe  fymptoms  continue  nearly 
' the  whole  night,  but  as  the  morn- 
ing advances,  an  abatement  takes 
place  ; the  heat  grows  more  moderate  ; the  pulfe, 
though  all  along  quick  and  frequent,  and  at  lirlf 
irregular  or  obfeure,  lofes  fomewhat  of  its  vio- 
lence  and  ftrength,  while  the  patient  is  left  in  a 
Ifatc  of  debility  and  languor 

* Tiflbt.  Avis  au  Peuple,  Prem.  Part,  chapit.  xvi.  1 

't7Q.  Befides  the  ufual  incrcafc  of  the  fever 
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towards  evening,  fomc  patients,  dti- 

. , , , • , 7 he  other  fynip- 

nng  the  day-time,  or  at  night,  are  tOIDS. 
affedted  wdth  certain  other  irregular 
acceffions,  as  it  were,  or  aggravations  of  the  com- 
plaint, by  which  the  complaint  is  rendered  more 
diftreffing.  The  teeth,  tongue,  and  fauces,  are  co- 
vered with  a vifeid  and  tenacious  pellicle,  fome- 
times  whitilh,  fometimes  brown  and  blackifh, 
fometimes  yellow  and  dirty-coloured.  In  fome 
coftivenefs  occurs  ; more  frequendy,  however,  a 
diarrhoea  ; but  though  there  be  a frequent  delire 
to  go  to  ftool,  little  is  pafl'ed,  and  that  thin,  and 
fcarcely  followed  with  any  relief.  But  the  Ifools 
emit  a moft  fetid  fmell,  and  a fimilar  one  iflues 
from  the  lungs.  The  urine  is  various,  both  in 
its  nature,  condition,  and  colour,  and  alfo  in 
quantity.  At  firft  it  generally  apjiears  thin  and 
natural,  whetlier  it  be  aferibed  to  the  fpafmodic 
aiTedions,  or  to  the  blood’s  not  yet  being  af- 
fected by  the  entrance  of  bad  chyle  into  it,  but 
ftill  remaining  pure.  But,  as  the  difeafe  ad- 
vances, it  is  palfed  thick  and  turbid,  and,  on 
cooling,  depolits  a fediment  of  various  conlift- 
ence  ; and  is  often  obferved  to  remain  fo  to  the 
laft.  In  fome  patients,  the  Ikin  is  diy  and  rough ; 
in  others,  moift,  foft,  and  bedewed  with  vapour, 
but  without  any  abatement  of  the  fymptoms  or 
lever  itfelf.  The  hypochondres,  to  which  it  is 
very  advantageous  to  pay  attention  in  all  acute 
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difeafes,  are  for  the  moft  part  raifed,  fwelled, 
teufc,  and  painful.  Nay,  the  epigaftrium  in  fome, 
but  more  efpecially  in  thofe  around  whofe  liver 
the  bile  putrifies  and  ftagnates,  becomes  fo  tenfe 
and  fwelled,  that  the  patient  cannot  bear  the 
touch  of  a perfon’s  hand  there  *. 

* Merten’s  Obferv.  Med.  P.  i.  c.  2. 


380.  Every  ftool  is  generally  preceded  by  a cer- 
tain uneafy  feeling,  fighing,  troublefome  difor- 

ders  in  the  bowels,  internal  fpafms. 

What  IS  pointed  • n ^ ’ 

out  by  fear  du-  borboiygmi,  flatus,  and  the  like. 

ring  ficep.  ~ , 

1 he  patients  frequently  on  a fudden 
ft  art  from  their  deep  in  a fright ; nay,  they  are 
frequently  when  awake  fomuch  underthe  influence 
of  fear, that  the  flighteft  caufe  makes  them  tremble. 
Which  Burchard  confiders  as  the  moft  unequivocal 
fymptom  of  the  prefence  of  depraved  chylification 
in  the  prima  vies.  It  is  likewife  pro- 
puife.  ven  by  experience,  that  the  pulfe 
throws  no  fmall  light  on  the  fub- 
jed.  For  when  the  inteftines  and  ftomach 
abound  with  fordes,  and  are  thereby  irritated,  it  is 
ufually  fmall,  contradfed,  irregular,  and  fometimes 
intermits.  Not  unfrequently,  however,  many  of 
thefe  fymptoms  are  wanting,  and  the  phyfician 
remains  in  doubt  of  the  prima  via  being  op- 
prelfed  with  fordes.  In  a doubtful 

Quefnay  to  try  the  bowels  with  an 
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I injc(ftion.  For  a ready  or  flow,  eafy  or  diflicult 
I paflfage, following  the  clyfter,  the  colour,  fmell,  and 
i natural  or  unnatural  condition  of  what  is  pafled, 
I will  point  out  the  prefence  or  abfence  of  a depra- 
j ved  ftate  of  the  bowels.  But  the  clyfter  ought 
to  be  of  that  kind  which  can  neither  change  nor 
confound  the  colour  nor  fmell  of  the  excrements. 
The  moft  proper  for  this  purpofe  is  fenna  boiled 
with  water,  or  the  fafcatharticus  amanis,  or  cream 
of  tartar,  or  any  other  fait  dilTolved  in  boiling 
water. 

381.  Such,  then,  are  the  marks  (376.  to  380.) 
by  which  this  fever  is  principally  chai*a«fterifed, 
according  to  Heifter,  when  it  is  of  the  benign  and 
pure  kind.  But  the  fame  very  ex- 
perienced author  owns,  that  it  not  ^^^cuihr  to  u 
unfrequently  aflumes  other  fymp-  kin^ofaiTerie^ 
toms,  by  which  the  fever  itfelf  is  not 
fo  much  indicated,  as  the  badnefs  of  its  difpofi- 
tion,  its  malignity  and  greater  danger.  For  when 
the  complaint  is  either  entrufted  entirely  to  na- 
ture, or  is  rendered  worfe  by  improper  treatment, 
or,  on  account  of  its  bad  difpofition,  eludes  the 
benefit  of  the  remedies  employed,  as  is  very  often 
obferved  to  happen  in  certain  epidemics,  which 
are  produced  by  more  deftrudtive  caufes,  then  the 
acceflions  are  more  violent,  more  flowly  and  lefs 
fully  remit,  return  more  frequently,  are  doubled, 
tripled,  or  become  irregular  and  erratic.  Hence 
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cnfue  anxiety  about  the  praecordia,  very  acute  pain 
ill  the  epigaftrium,  or  in  one  fide  running  along  the 
courle  of  the  hypochondres,  fimilar  to  a pleuri- 
tic one  ; lols  of  the  ftrength  ; fainting  fits  j bur- 
ning he^at  of  the  internal  parts,  and  coldnefs  or 
moderate  warmth  of  the  external  ones,  hiccup, 
trembling  of  the  hands,  ftarting  of  the  tendons, 
emotion  of  mind,  tympanites  of  the  abdomen  and 
hypochondres,  the  frequent  examination  of  which 
by  the  touch  is  abfolutely  nccelfary,  and  fpafmo- 
dic  motions,  by  which  the  mufcles  of  the  face  are 
thrown  into  convulfion. 

382.  Befides  thefe  fymptoms,  either  cf  their 
own  accord,  or  in  confequencc  of  the  warm  re- 
gimen, as  it  is  called,  or  the  abufe  of  alexiphar- 
macs  and  fudorifics,  or  the  negledt  of  purging, 
and  the  morbid  matter  being  introduced  into  the 
blood  ; — red,  livid,  or  obfcure  fpots,  like  flea-bites, 
break  out  on  the  furface  of  the  fkin,  particularly 
about  the  neck,  back,  and  breaft,  when  it  is  com- 
^ ^ monly  named  the  petechial  ox  purple 

fever,  although  it  feems  to  differ 
widely,  as  fliall  be  fhewn,  from  the  true  petechial 
fever ^ or  dljeafe  couf/ling  of  petechiee^  in  which 
thefe  fpots  conftitute  the  primary  difeafe.  Some- 
times, alfo,  there  occurs  an  exanthematous  erup- 
tion of  red  and  w'hite  fpots,  refembling  millet- 
feeds,  at  one  time  happening  alone,  occafionally 
intermingled  with  the  petlcula,  with  a trouble- 
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libmc  Itching,  and  putting  on  the  appearance  of 
.the  miliary  difeafe,  of  which  vve  fliall  treat  here- 
; after  : here,  however,  they  ought  to  be  confider- 
icd  merely  as  fecondary  or  adventitious,  and  then 
lit  frequently  acquires  the  name  of  the  miliary  fe- 
■vtr.  But  when  fymptoms  of  malignity  are  pre- 
jfent,  and  it  refcrables  the  petechial  fever,  though 
1 unaccompanied  with  an  eruption  of  petechiae,  it 
: is  named  by  fome  malignant  and  pettchizans.  It  is 
; alfo  called  morbillofa^  or  meajly  and  catarrhal^  v/heii 
: It  is  combined  with  mealies  or  catarrhal  affections. 
:Such  was  the  putrid  catarrhal  fever  of  the  year 
1768,  defcribed  by  Mertens,  and  treated  by  him 
with  equal  judgement  and  fuccefs  Sometimes 
alfo  metaftafes  of  the  morbific  matter  to  other 
parts  occur.  When  transferred  to  the  ears,  it  oc- 
calions  deafncfs;  to  the  glands,  fwellings  of  the 
parotids  and  other  tumours,  inflammation,  and 
ablcefs  j to  the  fauces,  angina  ; to  the  breaft, 
pleurify  and  peripneumony  ; to  the  brain,  watch- 
ing, delirium,  phrenitis,  or  comatofe  affcCtions ; 
to  the  lurface  of  the  body,  abfccfs,  gangrene,  or 
edematous  fwellings.  Although  many  of  thefe 
bad  confequences  often  happen  merely  by  con- 
ient  of  the  nerves,  veffels,  or  membranes,  as  fome 
fuppofe,  feen>s  to  be  evinced  by  their  fomc- 
times  wholly  difappearing  on  a diarrhoea  taking 
place,  whether  fpontaneoufly  or  by  medicine. 

* Obferv.  Med.  de  Fcbrib.  Putrid,  et  Peft.  p.  I.  c.  i. 
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383.  Thus  it  at  length  happens  (381.  382.), 
that  in  confeqiience  of  the  mind  being  cither  in  a 

ftate  of  delirium,  or  overv>dielmed 

Symptojms  of  the  , 

fevereft  de/jree  with  profound  flcep,  the  foeccs,  and 

of  the  diic^ic.  "ii  /•  1 1 

With  them  orten  lumhrici,  are  palled, 
generally  without  the  patient  being  fenlible  of  it ; 
while  he  continues  in  the  fupine  pofture,  flips 
low  down  in  bed,  rejedting  all  remedies.  Not 
unfrcquently  they  catch  at  imaginary  appearances, 
they  colledt  the  bed-cloaths,  fpeaking  much  and 
muttering.  In  the  mean  time,  the  pulfe  becomes 
fmall,  quick,  irregular,  obfcure,  intermittent,  and 
the  ftrokes  are  counted  with  difficulty.  A cold 
fweat  breaks  out  all  over  the  body  ; tlie  breaft  is 
opprelTed  ; fnoring  fuccecds ; and,  laftly,  death 
clofes  the  feries  of  fatal  fymptoms. 

384.  But,  when  the  difeafe  is  pure,  legitimate, 

and  not  conjoined  with  malignity, 
(37^-  37'>  380-'.  and  is  not  render- 
ed  worfe  by  improper  treatment  or 
negledi,  it  remains  for  fome  time  at  the  fame 
ftage,  which  has  been  already  mentioned,  without 
being  either  increafed  or  diminilhed.  It  afterwards 
becomes  milder,  all  the  fymptoms  are  alTwaged, 


the  paroxyfms  return  withlefs  violence,  and  fooner 
and  more  manifeftly  1.  '.  it,  the  headach  is  more 
tolerable,  ftools  are  not  paflfed  fo  frequently,  but 
with  more  eafe,  are  more  concocted  and  copious^ 
and  afford  more  evident  and  certain  relief  to  the 
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j^atient.  In  like  manner,  the  urine  flows  more 
(copioufly  ; the  fleep  begins  to  be  eafier  and  more 
'tranquil,  occafioning  no  labour,  refrefliing  the 
flrength  and  fpirits  ; the  tongue  acquires  its  natu- 
ral colour  and  moifture ; the  tafte  is  improved; 
fome  defire  for  food  returns,  and  the  fkin  becoming 
all  over  fofter  and  moifter,  the  former  found  con- 
dition of  all  the  functions  is  reftored. 

385.  The  firfl;  diftin£tion,  therefore,  of  this  fe- 
ver is,  as  we  have  feen;  into  benign 
and  malignant.  The  latter  is  mani-  ditided'^mt^ 
fefted  by  lofs  of  flrength,  fymptoms  niaTignaul^ 
of  a more  violent  kind,  exanthema- 
tous eruptions,  nervous  aflfedlions,  fpafms,  deli- 
rium. The  abfence  of  thefe  fymptoms  indicates 
the  former.  But  according  to  the  different  kinds 
of  depraved  chylificationj  various  differences  are 
conftituted  Hence  arife  ^^pituitous 
or  glutinous  fpecies  of  Sarcon  and  °a^„d  thdHign"! 
Selle  the  bilious  one  of  Tiffot 
the  verminofa  of  Morealis  ; according  as  the 
phlegm,  and  mucus,  or  bile,  or  worms,  are  fup- 
pofed  to  give  rife  to  the  primary  febrile  caufe. 
The  pituitous  fpecies  is  faid  to  be  indicated  by  a 
foul  white  tongue,  covered  with  a filthy  cruft, 
vifeid  faliva  filling  the  fauces  and  mouth ; by  thin, 
limpid,  or  turbid  Urine  ; an  infipid  tafte  of  the 
mouth  ; lofs  of  ajipetite  ; by  the  preceding  food 
having  been  of  crude,  farinacioiis,  and  glutinous 
VoL.  JL  F 
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fubftances ; by  the  phlegmatic  or  melancholic  ;■ 
temperament.  The  bilious  fpecies,  again,  is  charac-  t; 
tcrifed  by  a bitter  tafte  in  the  mouth,  by  a yellow  ^ 
tongue,  or  at  leaft  its  not  being  covered  with  mu-  I 
cous  matter,  by  vomiting  or  a bilious  diarrhoea,  I 
by  the  choleric  temperament,  yellow  Ikin,  by  the  | 
urine  having  fomewhat  of  the  appearance  of  that  | 
pafled  in  iderus,  or  being  of  the  lateritioiis  kind.  | 
Laftly,  the  fpecies  called  verminofa  is  diftinguilhed  I 
by  the  fymptoms  of  lumbrici,  already  noticed,  but  | 
particularly  by  their  being  frequently  pafled.  But  | 
although  the  particular  charaftcriftic  marks  of  | 
each  have  been  juft  now  given,  I do  not  think 
that  much  reliance  is  to  be  placed  in  them,  fince 
frequently  all  thefe  caufes  concur  together ; nor 
are  they  fo  pathognomonic  as  always  to  afford  a 
certain  criterion  of  any  of  the  fpecies. 

* Pyretol.  p.  242. 

f Avis  au  peuple,  chapit.  XVI.  p.  2^3. 

% Delle  febri  maligne  e contag.  prodotte  da  vermi.  Modeua 
an.  1739. 

386.  It  is  no  uncommon  thing  for  the  gaftric 
fever  to  be  combined  with  an  inflam- 
matory diathefis  of  the  blood,  nay,  ^gafui^fever. 
with  the  particular  inflammation  of 
certain  parts.  Hence  it  is  named  by  fome  the  in-  i 
Jiammatory  gojlric  fever,  and  is  generally  from  the 
beginning  a continent  fever,  although,  on  the  in- 
flammatory diathefis  being  removed,  it  fhortly  af- 
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t^er  afiumes  the  appearance  of  a remittent  one. 
‘Sometimes  alfo,  not  only  depraved 
cchylification,  biit  like  wife  too  great  ^’gaftdc^fev^r"^^ 
'tenuity,  or  a putrid  diffolution  of  the 
tblood,  are  combined  with  this  fever.  When  that 
lhappens,  fome  name  liga/lric^  or  bilious  putrid^  fe- 
wer. Such  feem  to  have  been  the  “ bilious  fever 
of  Lofanne,”  defcribed  by  Tiffot  *,  the  maligna 
wef'mino/a  of  Morealis  "j*,  the  fehris  continua  putrida 
:cum  vcrmibus  of  Van  Den  Bofch  :}],  the  putrid  bU 
Hious  fever  of  Mertens,  which  occurred  in  1 769 
tthe  “ bilious  fever  prevailing  in  camps  and 
imarfhy  fituations”  of  Pringle  ||,  the  “ epidemic 
Ifever  of  Siena,”  of  the  year  1766,  and  1767,  men- 
tioned byNerucci  H,  the  febris  putrida  verminofa^ 

. and  maligna^  of  the  year  1 770,  of  Lepeque  de  la 
( Cloture  **  j likewife  the  febris  epidemica  of  1 77O, 
noticed  by  Caleronius,  and  moft  of  the  “ epide- 

mic  and  malignant  gaftric  fevers,”  defcribed  by 
.authors  ff.  Such  are  the  principal  diftindliohs 
« of  the  gaftric  fever.  But  whether  they  are  to  be 
< eftcemed  as  fo  many  different  kinds  of  gaftric  fe- 
’ vers,  comprehending  an  almoft  endlefs  variety  of 
ifpecies,  as  Selle  has  fuggefted,  we  are  much  dif- 
jjpofed  to  doubt.  Nor  docs  it  feem  to  be  an  idea 
very  confiftent  with  nature,  nor  adapted  to  the 
convenience  of  practitioners. 

* Diflert.  de  febrib.  bilios.  feu  Hiftoria  epi<k’mlas  blHofsc 
Laufanenfis,  an.  1754. 
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t L.  C. 

t Hrftor.  conftitution,  eplJein.  vt-rmlii.  quie  an.  17^0,  1761, 
1762,  et  initio  1763,  See.  regnavit.  c.  3.  fc£l,  i.  j 25. 

§ Jj.  c.  P.  r.  c.  2.  p.  50. 

I!  Difeafes  of  the  army,  p.  ill.  c.  iv.  § i.  2.  3. 

^ Plift.  feb.  epid.  Sen.  an.  1766  and  1767.  Sen.  1767. 

**  Obfervations  fur  les  epidem.  p.  91. 

ff  ft  is  to  be  remarked,  however,  that  epidemic  fevers, 
efpecially  malignant  ones,  feldom  obferve  the  natuie  offimple 
and  fporadic  ones  ; and  that  they  are  not  regular  and  uniform, 
as  the  fporadic  kind  generally  is.  They  always  have  fnme  fymp- 
toins  by  which  they  are  diftinguUhed  from  thofe  of  the  hrme 
defeription.  For  they  vary  much,  not  only  with  regard  to  tem- 
peraments, fex  and  age,  but  alfo  with  regard  to  the  time  of  the 
year,  the  weather,  climate,  local  lituation,  and  other  clrcum- 
Itances.  Nay,  it  is  probable,  that  the  epidemic  miafma  itfelf 
frequently  varies  fo  much  in  its  nature,  the  degree  of  its  viru- 
lence, and  quantity,  that  great  changes  in  difeafes  occafionally 
take  place  j and  hence  perhaps  it  happens,  that  in  the  fame  epi- 
demic the  dlfeafc  at  the  outfet  feems  one  thing,  in  its  progrefs 
another,  and  in  its  termination  a third.  Nor  does  it  always 
exhibit  the  fame  appearance  in  the  neighbourhood,  but  differ- 
ent appearances  according  to  the  variety  of  the  preceding  cau- 
fes.  A fingular  inftance  of  fuch  varieties  occurs  in  the  malig- 
nant epidemic  fever  of  1772  and  1773,  ih-fcrlbed  by  Bontxus, 
(Mtm.  dc  la  Soc.  Roy.  de  Med.  vol.  i.  p.  23.).  In  all  cafes  it 
was  a continued  remittent,  and  obferved  ■ the  quotidian  type; 
but  in  fome  patients  it  put  on  the  appearance  of  the  putrid  gaf- 
tric  fever,  in  others  that  of  the  catarrhal,  in  not  a few  that 
of  the  flow  nervous  fever,  always,  malignant  and  anomalous; 
fo  that  the  author  was  obliged  to  divide  it  into  feveral  fpecies, 
namely,  into  the pufrid  malignant fever,  as  he  calls  it,  the  hilious, 
mefentcric,  catarrhal,  and  nervous ; as  any  one  may  fee  in  the  part 
already  quoted. 
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THE  PROGNOSIS. 

•^87.  In  general,  this  fever  has  no  hated  period 
Slither  of  the  return  of  health,  or  of  a latal  termina- 
cion.  For  fome  are  Hight  and  hemgn, 

"Others  very  fevcre,  or  malignant,  ac- 
.cording  as  they  liappen  to  be  ac- 
companied with  fewer  or  more  pernicious  fymp- 
itoms,  more  or  lefs  affedting  the  mufcular  or 
’nervous  fyftem.  For  the  fpafmodic  affedtions, 
iin  particular,  which  are  excited  in  this  fever 
'by  the  very  acrid  and  virulent  febrile  caufe,  not 
lunfrequently  give  rife  to  fatal  peripneumonies, 
fjpleurilies,  anginas  *,  heart-burn,  colic-pains,  or 
.“pains  about  the  iliac  region,  moll  acute  headach, 
violent  coughs,  extreme  debility,  lethargy,  and 
pphrenitis,  as  has  already  been  fhewn  ; and  thus 
barife  feveral  very  intricate  complaints,  attended 
[■with  various  degrees  of  danger.  Likewife  greater 
jidanger  is  prefent,  when  it  is  combined  with  other 
idifeafes,  namely,  meafles,  fmall-pox,  and  the  mi- 
liary eruption,  with  fynochus  either  of  the  putrid 
For  oppofite  kind,  efpecially  ardent  fevers,  with  par- 
ticular inflammations,  and  other  acute  difeafes. 

* Anginas,  however,  in  thefe  fevers,  generally  arife  from  an 
perid  and  putrid  caufe,  or  miafma  directed  to  the  fauces,  and 
lure  very  apt  to  degenerate  into  gangrenous  and  corroding  aph- 
'rhse.  Hence  they  aie  then  generally  named  malignant  and  pu- 
iTid.  Of  which  more  on  the  article  Angina.  Pleurifies  and 
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Its  duratioa. 


peripneumonies  alfo  frequently  are  owing  to  a fmiilar  caufe, 
and  quickly  terminate  in  a fatal  gangrene. 

388.  But  when  it  is  of  a flight  kind,  it  is  for 
the  mofl;  part  terminated  in  a few 
days.  On  the  other  hand,  if  it  is 

more  violent, it  does  not  difappcar  for  fix  weeks,  or 
even  a greater  length  of  time.  When  this  happens, 
it  is  not  only  owing  to  the  quantity  and  badnefs  of 
the  morbific  matter,  but  alfo  to  tlie  improper  plan 
of  cure  which  is  employed  ; for  its  ufual  courfe 
is  circumfcribed  to  fourteen  days,  or,  when  it 
proves  more  obftinate,  thirty.  But  whenever 
it  is  attended  with  peculiarly  urgent  fymptoms, 
and  is  improperly  treated,  it  often  happens  that 
it  cuts  off_patients  on  the  ninth  day,  fometimes 
on  the  eighteenth  or  twentieth.  Sometimes  alfo, 
as  we  have  already  hinted,  it  has  been  known 
to  be  protradled,  after  various  viciflitudes  of  hope 
and  fear,  to  the  fortieth  day,  when  at  length  a fo- 
lution  occurs.  We  ought,  therefore,  to  be  on 
our  guard,  even  when  the  veiy  worft  fymptoms 
are  prefent,  againft  pronouncing  a fatal  prognofis, 
becaufe  not  unfrequently,  on  afcertaining  and 
expelling  the  material  caufe,  they  are  fuddenly 
and  unexpedtedly  removed. 

389.  If  the  diarrhoea,  which  generally  fuper- 

venes,  or  is  a concomitant  of  the 
"'by  the  dialduSf  complaint,  be  fupprefled  intentional- 
ly or  by  accident,  the  fymptoms  are 
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jjQggravated,  the  gaftric  and  corrupted  cliyle  being 
|;transferred  to  the  internal  and  more  important  vif- 
l:cera  of  the  fyftem.  Which  Stahl  and  his  followers 
jaffirm,  when  they  fpeak  particularly  of  the  ma- 
llignant  catarrhal  fever  of  the  Gennans,  or  the 
'.(epidtiiiic  called  pctech\%ans^  w'hich  we  fliall  after- 
jiwards  fhew  to  belong  to  the  gaftric  fevers.  But 
M ftools  of  a thin,  watery,  or  pure  kind,  are  not  void 
vof  danger;  while  a favourable  in- 
ilference  may  be  drawn  from  their 
I ! being  fomewhat  thicker,  of  the  con- 
iififtence  of  pottage,  feculent  and  lefs  fetid.  Some- 
times,  likewife,  the  urine  being  thick,  like  that 
palled  in  ftrangury,  or  purulent,  affords  no  Irnall 
!;  hope  of  a favourable  termination.  The  malig- 
I nant,  or  epidemic,  bilious,  putrid,  gaftric  fever,  or 
j that  combined  with  other  difeafes,  is 
generally  more  dangerous  and  diffi- 
cult  of  cure.  The  freer,  eafier,  and 
more  equable  the  refpiration  is,  and  the  lefs  the  an- 
xiety and  reftlelTnefs,  the  greater  is  the  hope  of  re- 
cover)'. Afmall,  irregular  pulfe;  a livid,  .fquallid,  or 
pale  face  ; extreme  debility  ; alienation  of  mind, 
efpecially  when  not  preceded  by  head-ach  or  ex- 
ceffive  watching  ; and  coldnefs  of  the  extremities, 
attended  with  very  oily,  pale,  brown,  or  black 
ftools ; denote  the  near  approach  of  gangrene, 
or  fphacelus  of  the  inteftines,  ftiortly  to  be  fuc- 
ceeded  by  death.  Likewife  the  inflammations  of 
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the  vifcera,  which  are  liable  to  happen  in  this  fever, 
have  a rapid  tendency  to  gangrene.  Nor  is  it  to 
be  wondered  at,  when  fuch  putrefa(2:ion  of  the 
fluids,  or  tendency  to  it,  is  prefent.  The  dif. 
charging  alfo  corrupted,  black,  fhining  blood,  if  it 
does  not  proceed  from  the  piles,  is  generally  a fa- 
tal fymptom.  The  other  fymptoms,  indicative 
either  of  a favourable  or  unfavourable  termination, 
may  be  collected,  if  we  miftake  not,  from  what  has 
been  faid  on  the  hiftory  of  this  feven 

No  crifisto  be  cx-  t..  i . .... 

petted.  4*^  only  remains  to  add,  that  the  dif- 
eafe  is  ftill  crude,  fo  long  as  the 
fymptoms  are  increafed  in  violence,  or  remain 
obftinate  ; that,  when  thefe  have  taken  a turn,  or 
begin  to  depart,  it  is  advancing  to  a crifis ; for, 
as  we  are  informed  by  Baglivi  and  Quefnay,  no 
adual  crifis  occurs  in  this  fever. 

390.  The  nature  of  the  difeafe'  requires  the 
immediate  expulfion  of  colluvies  from  the  primes 
vies,  the  timely  prevention  of  in- 
flammation or  metaftafis,  if  any  fear 
of  thefe  happening  is  entertained,  the  removal  of 
the  fpafmodic  affecUon  of  the  folids,  and,  laflily, 
the  obviating  of  putrefadion,  or  putrid  diflblution 

Whether  bleed-  ^^le  blood,  as  far  as  pofliblc.  But  a- 
ing  be  proper.  all  things  it  is  proper  to  confider, 

whether  or  not  bleeding  (houldbe  employed  at  firft  j 
for  mofl:  are  of  the  oppofite  opinion.  I fliall  offer  a 
few  remarks  concerning  the  things  requiring  atten- 
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juon,  to  determine  our  judgement  in  this  difpute. 
jiif  the  patient  be  in  the  prime  of  life,  of  the  fan- 
;^uine  temperament,  of  a good  habit  of  body  ; if 
:it  the  fame  time  plethora,  a great,  full,  or  hard 
fijulfe,  violent  headach,  oppreflion  at  the  cheft  in- 
i uring  the  refpiration,  and  other  fymptoms  be 
jiorefent,  and  caufes  of  a heating  and  inflammatory 
ifeendency  have  preceded  ; if  any  part  is  fufpedied 
'to  be  afleded  with  inflammation  .381.  38-.),  or 
:the  giijiric  fever  occurs  with  an  inflammatory 
iiliathefis,  as  in  that  named  gafrico-infammatorla 
>(386.),  blood  ought  to  be  drawn  without  delay: 
fand  if  one  bleeding  proves  infufflcient,  it  may  be 
Irrepeated  a fecond  time.  Among  the  fymptoms  in- 
'dicating  this  remedy,  fhould  be  enumerated  fwell- 
• ing,  pain,  and  tenfion  of  the  belly,  together  with 
coftivenefs.  Otherwife,  how'ever,  bleeding  is  not 
only  fupcrfluous,  but  hurtful;  efpecially  wdien  the 
fever  has  proceeded  to  a confiderable  extent,  or  is 
combined  with  a putrid  dillolution  of  the  blood, 
.as  happens  in  the  fpecies  called  gajirico-putrida, 
efpecially  of  the  epidemic  or  malignant  kind.  In 
which  cafe,  if  it  be  indicated  by  any  fymptoin, 
blood  is  more  fafely  drawn  by  wet  cupping- 
glafles,  or  leeches  applied  to  the  temples,  noftrils, 
or  hemorrhoidal  tumours ; which  is  alfo  moft 
conveniently  done  during  the  progrefs  ■ of  the 
complaint. 

^91.  But  it  is  abfolutely  necelTary  to  free  the 
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pnmx  vioE  of  fordes  as  foon  as  pofTihle,  which 
The  evacuation  either  by  vomiting  or 

oftwoSZ''  vomiting,  if theftomach 

abounds  with  colluvies  ; which  ap- 
principally  from  the  fouincfs  of 
the  tongue,  bitternefs  of  the  mouth, 
fetid  breath,  naufea,  vomiting  of  bile  or  phlegm,  a 
fenfc  of  uneafinefs  or  weight  about  the  precordia, 
anxiety,  fympathetic  headach,  tinnitus  aurium, 
dimnefs  of  fight  or  vertigo;  nor  does  the  violence 
of  the  fever,  or  the  fufpicion  of  inflammation  of 
the  ft:oinach  and  inteftines,  and  the  fpitting  of 
blood,  or  any  other  fymptom,  prevent  our  having 
recourfe  to  this  remedy.  We  cannot  employ  it 
if  enterocele  be  prefent,  unlcfs  violent  prolapfus  of 
the  inteflines  be  prevented  by  the  application  of  a 
proper  bandage.  Pregnancy  alfo  throws  another 
obftacle  in  the  way,  but  not  of  fuch  confe(]uence 
that  ^ ery  gentle  vomiting,  fhould  it  be  required, 
may  not  fometimes  be  employed  in  women  of  a 
robufl:  habit,  who  do  not  readily  fuffer  abortion. 

But  if  vomiting  cannot  be  employed, 

or  the  gaftric  colledion  is  rather  fi- 
tuate  in  the  inteftines,  we  muft  call 
to  aid  purging  the  belly ; which  is  indicated  by 
heavinefs  of  the  knees,  pain  in  the  loins,  fwelling 
of  the  epigaftrium  or  belly  without  inflammation, 
borborygmi,  flatulency,  gripes,  fetid,  watery, 
corroding,  and  bilious  ftools. 
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I 392.  Vomiting  may  be  obtained  cither  by  te- 
ipid  water  mixed  with  oil,  and  drunk 
an  large  quantity,  or  by  oxymel  oi  vomiting  and 
ffquills,  or  ipecacuanha  ; or  in  thofe  obtfiufdT^^ 
rof  a more  robuft  habit,  tartar  emetic, 
ifdifTolved  in  a large  quantity  of  tepid  water,  and 
itaken  off  at  different  times,  until  vomiting  fuc- 
icceeds.  Nor  is  it  fufficient,  when  there  is  a great 

|i 

(quantity  of  badly  digefted  matter  prefent,  to  ex- 
(cite  vomiting  once  only,  but  it  is  fometimes  ne- 
(ceflary  to  repeat  it,  according  to  circumflances. 
After  removing  the  badly  digefted  matter  in  the 
ifpeedieft  way,  Tiffot  propofes  a gentle  decoflion 
• of  tamarinds,  or  a few  drachms  of  cream  of  tar- 

* 

tar,  to  be  taken  every  day,  or  every  fecond  day; 
by  means  of  which  we  may  both  gently  purge  the 
belly,  allay  the  heat,  and  prevent  putrefacHiion  and 
an  alkaline  degeneracy.  Morealis  informs  us, 
that  he  derived  very  great  advantage  from  a mix- 
ture of  fcordium  and  treacle  water,  a whole  citron 
and  a little  rhubarb,  or  the  fyrup  of  the  fame,  ta- 
ken occafionally  during  the  courfe  of  the  difeafe, 
to  the  extent  of  a fpoonful  ; and  he  declares,  that 
without  it  quickfilver,  which  he  recommends  as 
being  the  moft  effectual  antidote  againfl  worms, 
and  fevers  proceeding  from  that  caufe,  was  em- 
ployed to  no  purpofe  ; fo  neceffary  did  he  lind 
purging  the  belly,  which  he  did  by  giving  that 
remedy  per  eplcrajin. 
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^ 393-  no  one  perhaps  tnifted  more  to  pur^  ^ 
ging  in  this  difeafe  than  Heiftcr.  In  all  gaftric  j 

iieifter’s  plan,  cveii  in  the  malignant  exan-  1 

thematic  ones,  and  in  the  kind  call-  j 
petechi^autes  ^382.  389.).  attacking  people  at  ’ 
any  time  of  life,  as  well  as  boys  and  puerperal  wo- 
men, both  from  the  good  effeds  which  Wagner,  (a 
phylician  of  confiderable  eminence  at  Lubcc),  and  : 
he  himfelf  experienced  from  it,  he  greatly  extols 
a peculiar  method  of  treatment,  which  is  faid  to 
he  extremely  efficacious,  not  only  in  curing  thefe  , 
Severs,  but  alfo  in  changing  them  from  the  malig- 
nant to  the  benign  form.  He  takes  from  a 
cruple  to  half  a drachm  of  ipecacuanha,  well  tri- 
turated with  the  arcanum  duplicatum,  and  diffolves 
it  in  three  or  four  ounces  of  aqua  benedida.  Of 
this  mixture  he  preferibes  one  or  two  fpoonfuls 
every  half  hour,  or  every  hour,  occafionally  inter- 
pofing  fome  corrediug  and  diaphoretic  draught, 
until  its  emetic-effeda  are  produced.  If  the  ver- 
tigo, fainting,  pain  in  the  throat,  and  other  ma- 
lignant fymptoms,  do  not  remit  within  twelve 
hours,  and  the  pulfe  and  refpiration  (for  the  lat- 
ter, when  it  is  anxious,  irregular,  frequent,  diffi- 
cult, and  accompanied  with  fighing,  is  confidered 
as  the  mark  alrnofl;  peculiar  to  maligant  fevers), 
do  not  become  freer,  it  is  neceffiary  to  repeat  the  I 
fame  mixture,  until  the  difeafe  takes  a turn  for  f 
the  better.  Nor  mull  we  abftain  from  employ-  ■■ 
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';!.ng  a few  grains  of  ipecacuanha,  nnlefs  after  the 
Ijcotal  diiappearance  of  the  malignant  (ymptoms, 
wvhich  fometimes  happens  within  two  days  ; for 
lict  is  likewife  fnppofed  to  prove  ferviceable  by  its 
Ifcalexipharmac  virtue. 

■ 394.  But  if  the  corrupted  matter  be  contained 

[m  the  inteftines  (391.),  and  purging 

icannot  be  employed  in  the  epicratic  gintr,  and  when 

i ...  » gcnile  and  cau- 

)manner,  but  its  immediate  expulhon  tious.dwuidbc 
its  neceliary,  wem  ay  very  advanta- 
^eoufly  employ  manna,  caflia,  the  purging  fait  ufed 
iin  England,  fal  polychreft,  that  of  Modena,  &c. 
iThubarb,  the  fyrupus  floriim  perfici,  lenitive  elec- 
tuary, the  pulp  of  tamarinds,  the  diatartarum 
iPetri  Caftelli,  in  fuch  quantity  that  rather  a part 
of  the  colluvies  contained  in  the  inteftines  may 
be  pretty  briftdy  evacuated.  But  in  purging  the 
ibelly,  we  muft  always  employ  fome  caution,  that 
:too  great  a difcharge  may  not  be  excited,  by 
liwhich  the  patient’s  ftrength  may  be  reduced, 
which  is  principally  to  be  feared  in  the  fpecies 
gajlrico-putrida  (386.),  and  others  of  a fi- 
imilar  ftamp,  in  which  there  is  a very  great  ten- 
tdency  to  a putrid  dilfolution  of  the  fluids  ; or 
I that  the  inteftines  may  not  be  inflamed  by  the 
infrequent  and  exceflive  irritation  of  cathartics, 
I which  in  the  fpecies  called  gafirico-inflammatoria 
: (386.)  is  not  uncommon.  Some  allb  advife  the 
’ rendering  of  the  matter  more  fluid,  before  its  e- 
2 
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vacuation,  is  attempted,  by  iiiciding,  digefting, 
and  attenuant  remedies,  by  which  is  is  better  pre- 
pared for  being  puffed.  If  it  is  proper  upon  any 
occafion,  it  is  certainly  fo  when  a tenacious  and 
fluggifh  mucus  adheres  to  the  ftomach  and  intef- 
tines,  as  frequently  happens  in  the  pituitom  or  glu- 
tinous gaftric  fever  (385.),  or  when  the  bile,  after 
acquiring  the  thicknefs  of  pitch,  fills  the  dudus 
choledochus  and  gall-bladder,  as,  it  is  probable, 
fometimes  happens  in  xkstbilious  gaftric  fever 
But  in  general  no  time  is  to  be  loft,  left  the  re- 
tention of  putrid  fordes  render  the  difeafe  more 
fevere  and  dangerous,  and  bleeding  and  purging 
at  length  become  incapable  of  removing  it ; or 
left  becoming  more  and  more  liquid,  the  matter 
pafs  into  the  blood,  to  the  great  danger  of  the  pa- 
tient. 


395.  Patients  are  fometimes  fo  fenfible  and  ir- 
ritable, that  emetics  and  purges  may  be  feared  to 
aggravate  the  complaint.  In  that 


When  oily  fub-  , ^ , 

Aftnccs  are  ufe-  cafc,  the  primjc  vine  are  beft  clean- 
fed  by  olive  oil  of  the  fineft  quality, 


or  lintfeed  oil,  or  frefh  oil  of  almonds  expreffed 
without  the  aid  of  fire,  drunk  off  to  the  extent  of 
four,  five,  or  fix  ounces.  For  it  generally  proves 
ferviceable  in  two  ways,  by  evacuating  both  up- 
wards and  downwards  ; it  blunts  the  acrimony  of 
the  fluids,  rcfolves  fuch  as  are  vifeid  and  tenacious, 
relaxes  and  diminifties  the  fpafmodic  contrailions. 
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►land  produces  other  good  elFe<fl;s  I know  very 
wvell  that  it  is  difapproved  of  by  moft  praditioners, 
iprobably  on  account  of  the  abufive  and  indifcri- 
irainate  employment  of  it  formerly,  as  being  per- 
rnicious,  becaufe  it  is  very  apt  to  become  rancid, 
aabounds  with  phlogifton,  and  therefore  feems  ca- 
jpable  of  increafmg  the  fomes  of  the  fever.  But 
i^et  them  obferve  what  kind  of  oil,  and  in  what 
i-iquantity,  I propofe  it.  For  if  it  be  of  the  beft 
iUdnd,  and  perfedlly  frefti,  and  be  given  in  fuch  a 
i|)quantity  as  very  quickly  to  pafs  through  the  fto- 
iimach  and  inteftines,  every  hurtful  effedt,  which 
iis  dreaded  from  its  rancidity,  will  be  avoided.  If, 
ion  the  other  hand,  it  be  employed  indifcriminate- 
iHy,  verging  on  rancidity,  and  be  drunk  olf  by 
:i|fpoonfiils  or  ounces,  it  is  very  evident,  that  by 
I remaining  long  in  the  ftomach,  and  being  already 
predifpofed  to  rancidity,  by  the  w’^armth  of  the 
|fituation,  it  will  very  readily  grow  rancid. 

* The  reputed  efficacy  of  oil  in  the  cure  of  thefe  fevers  is 
iconfirmed  by  the  experience  of  Bianchi  (Hift.  hepat.  part.  3. 
|•).25o.),  Valcarenghi  (Med.  Rational.),  Guidetti  (Pleurit.  bllios. 
j in.  1709,),  De  Haen  (Rat.  med.  T.  3.  c.  2.),  and  lately  by  the 
jbbfen  ations  of  Jo.  Baptift  Martius  (Iftoriadelle  pleuritid.  bilios. 
|ii  Samminiato  I775>  P*  ^60.),  who  affirms  that  nothing  was 
jmore  efficacious  than  freffi  oil  of  Iwect  almonds  in  removing 
he -vitiated  bile  in  the  epidemic  bilious  pkurify  of  the  year 
!^77S- 

396.  But  let  us  grant  that  it  always  grows 
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rancid,  as  they  objed,  how^ever  it  is  given  : It  | 


Tile  oil  defended. 


will  become  fo  either  wliile  it  is  con- 


tained in  the  llomach  and  intel- 
tines,  or  after  paffing  into  the  blood.  If  the  firft 
happens,  which  we  allow  may  fometimes  take 
place,  it  certainly  acquires  ftrength,  by  which 
the  mouths  of  the  ladteals  being  irritated  and 
contradled,  it  is  repelled,  and  prevented  from  en- 
tering them.  But  it  may  be  faid,  that  it  will  find 
a pafiage  more  readily  into  the  inhalent  veins, 
which  are  either  dcftitute  of  irritability,  or  endow- 
ed with  very  little,  and,  therefore,  do  not  con- 
tradl:  on  being  irritated.  I cannot,  however, 
adopt  this  opinion  ; firft,  when  I confider  the 
thicknefs  and  tenacity  of  the  oil,  which  prevent 
its  entering  into  them  ; and,  next,  when  I 
confider  the  acrid  rancidity  which  it  has  contraft- 
ed.  For  in  confequence  of  the  fibres  of  both  tlie 
ftomach  and  inteftines  being  irritated  by  it, 
wliilc  the  oil  ought  to  be  abforbed  by  the  veins, 
the  periftaltic  motion  is  fo  much  increafed,  j 
that  not  only  the  excrements,  but  alfo  along  I 
with  them  the  oil  itfelf,  is  very  readily  ejeded.  I 
But  if  the  other  fuppofition  is  admitted,  there  1 
is  fcarcely  any  room  for  apprehenfion  ; for  I ima-  I 
gine  that  the  oil  before  being  imparted  tothe  blood,  | 
is  fo  much  changed  by  being  elaborated  in  the  fto-  I 
mach,  that  it  in  fome  meafure  lofes  its  ufual  form  1 

* y 

and  difpofition,  and  is  converted  into  chyle,  acqui-  ; 
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hriilg  a ftate  totally  oppofite  to  rancidity  and  cor- 
:ruption,  from  whence  fo  many  bad  confequences 
lare  dreaded.  If,  however,  any  one  ftill  entertains 
[iapprehenfions  of  this  rancidity  *,  it  may  be 
[.'cafily  prevented  by  the  addition  of  fome  citron- 
jjuice,  or  that  of  lemons,  or  oxymel.  For  thus 
|:he  phlogifton,  the  extrication  of  which  imparts 
Ij'he  rancidity  to  the  oil,  is  reftrained  and  checked  ; 
jibr  acids  readily  combine  with  the  phlogifton, 
^md  in  fome  degree  hold  it  faft.  But  if  the  oil, 
tidther  on  account  of  the  fear  of  rancidity  hap- 
nening,  or  for  other  reafons,  does  not  find  ad- 
jmiflion,  and  other  medicines  cannot  be  given  on 
ficcount  of  their  irritating  quality,  then  glyfters 
are  moft  fafely  adminiftered,  and  ought  to  be 
frequently  repeated,  provided  they  be  chofen 
Tom  among  the  milder  ones. 

* But  there  are  feme  kinds  of  oils  which  are  very  flow  of 
icquiring  rancidity.  The  oil  of  olives,  which  is  employed  for 
l ying  meat,  is  of  fuch  a nature,  that  the  heat  of  the  fire  it- 
i If  does  not  make  it  contract  rancidity,  but  it  remains  bland. 
|:*f  late  I obferve  the  Oleum  Ricini  upheld  by  the  Englifh  as 
! at  at  all  noxious.  Every  kind  of  oil,  therefore,  does  not  fo 
)-adily  become  rancid  as  fome  would  have  it. 

397'  fiy  thefe  means,  we  attempt  the 

: >xpulfion  of  the  gaftric  colluvies,  we  muft  not 
! mit  thofe  remedies  which  are  oppofed  to  the  bi- 
ll‘ous  or  alkaline  acrimony  or  putre- 
’.iftion.  Acids,  in  particular,  both 
I Von.  II.  G 

I: 

I 

{. 
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of  the  vegetable  and  fonU  kind,  have  the  moft  j 
powerful  elfe£l  in  this  way,  and  e attended 
with  the  farther  advantage  of  allaying  cxcelRve  j 
fervour  and  violence  of  the  fever.  For  they  ] 
check  the  phlogifton,  reftrain  the  heat,  and  di-  j 
minifli  the  irritability  of  the  heart  and  arteries.  | 
To  water,  therefore,  which  fhould  be  taken  in  ■ 
great  abundance,  there  ought  to  be  added  fome  ' 
of  the  acid  juices  afforded  by  vegetables,  as  vine-  i 
gar,  lemon,  citron,  or  orange-juice,  fyrups  pre-  ! 
pared  from  thefe,  and  likewife  barberries,  rafp- 
ben-ies,  and  the  like.  When  the  heat  is  greater, : 
and  there  is  a ftronger  propenfity  to  putrefadfion 
and  coHiquation,  or  the  blood  itlelf  feems  verging 
on  putrefadUon,  as  happens  in  the  fpecies  called 
gajlrica  putrida  (386),  foffil  acids  are  fubftituted; 
more  advantageoufly  in  the  room  of  the  vegetable 
ones.  TifTot  prefers  the  fpirit  of  fulphur  per  cam- 
pariam^  and  ftrongly  recommends  a mixture  con-; 
fifling  of  one  part  of  it,  and  fix  of  fyrup  of  vio- 
lets, of  which  he  preferibes  a fpoonful  to  be  add-j 
ed  to  the  drink,  and  to  be  repeated  every  hour.. 
It  is  proper,  however,  to  remark,  that  the  fofTiI 
acids,  and  particularly  the  vitriolic  and  volatile 
fulphurcous  acid,  prove  detrimental  to  the  fenfi- 
bility  of  the  nerves,  and  to  the  irritability  of  tne, 
heart  and  arteries.  It,  therefore,  the  animal  and' 
vital  powers  are  too  languid,  as  very  often  hap-j 
pens  from  putrefadlion  of  the  fuidh,  or  from  a 
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] putrid  ftate  of  the  chyle,  we  muft  not  ufe  thefc 
jftrong  acids  unlefs  with  caution  ; or  it  is  proper 
:to  combine  with  them  fubftances  which  roufe 
tthe  ftrength,  fuch  as  Virginian  fnake-root,  that 
I of  contrayerva,  Peruvian  bark,  and  the  like.  It 
iis  lafer  to  employ  fuch  things  as  have  been  fweet- 
icned  with  fpirits  of  wine.  Among  which  a chief 
irank  is  held  by  the  elixir  vitrioli  aromaticum 

* It  is  made  by  mixing  one  pound  of  aromatic  tindlure, 
(with  four  ounces  of  fulphuric  acid.  But  the  recipe  for  the 
'tinElura  aromatira  is  as  follows. 

Rec.  cinnam.  drach.  vi.  fern,  cardam.  min.  drach.  iii.  pi- 
per. long,  zingiber,  an.  drach.  ij.  fp.  vin.  tenuior.  lib.  ij.  Di- 
;gere  fine  calore,  et  cola. 


Fixed  air. 


398.  A great  deal  is  now  faid  of  the  antifeptic 
wirtue  of  fixed  air,  with  which  water 
rmay  be  impregnated,  after  the  man- 
;ner  of  Dr  Prieftley,  both  to  be  drunk  and  injected. 
IBut  almoft  all  are  now  agreed,  that  whatever 
[power  it  poflefles  is  entirely  to  be  aferibed  to 
the  vitriolic  acid,  with  which  the 

r 1 • . .1  1-1  Camphor, 

lixed  air  is  certainly  combined. 
iCamphor,  either  taken  by  the  mouth  or  anus, 
affords  a moft  excellent  antifeptic,  and  befides 
allays  the  fpafms,  \vithout  injury  to  the  irritabi- 
ility  of  the  heart  ; nay,  it  even  roufes  and  recruits 
t that  irritability  j but,  if  the  nervous  fenlibility 
^be  languid,  it  is  not  very  friendly  to  it,  but  ra- 

O 2 
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ther  depreffes  it  . The  moft  proper 
remedy,  then,  is  the  mountain-ar- 
nica of  Linnaius  J,  by  which  the  nervous  power 
requiring  ftimulus  is  remarkably  roufed.  Col- 
lin II  alfo  has  lately  highly  extolled  the  virtues 
of  arnica,  both  in  the  form  of  infufion  and  de- 
coftion,  and  alfo  thofe  of  the  extract,  againft 
every  kind  of  putrefadion. 

* See  Sebaftian  Severius’s  Thefes  de  Camphora  ejufque  vmbuSf 
publiflied  by  him  on  the  6th  of  June  1776,  at  Pavia,  while  I 
was  then  Profeflbr  there.  Likcwife  Collin’s  Eflay  on  Camphor, 
publilhed  at  Vienna,  1773,  or  p.  3.  of  Obfervations  concerning 
Acute  and  Chronic  Difeafes. 

f Severii  Thef.  1.  c.  Th.  xvi.  xvii.  xviii.  xxi.  xxiii.  Baffianus 
Carminati  De  Animalium  ex  Mephitibus  et  noxiis  Halitibus  inter- 
ituy  b’r.  1.  3.  c.  3.  p.  177*— ipJ-  Laud.  Pompeia,  1777. 

J Vid.  Collin’s  Florum  Arnica  Fires,  t^c.  Vienna,  1773, 
or,  the  fourth  part  of  the  Obfervations,  b* and  P.  v. 

11  Ibid. 

399,  But  as  the  ftrength  is  fometimes  reduced, 
whether  by  the  collections  of  putrid 
Analeptics  and  or  by  the  frequency  and  ex- 

cordials.  ’ ^ n.  i 

tent  of  the  evacuations,  we  mult  ob- 
viate this  by  means  of  cordials  and  reftoratives. 
Perl  wine,  in  which  has  been  boiled  cinnamon, 
mace,  or  nutmeg,  or  Cyprus,  or  that  fiom  Syra- 
culc,  or  mallow  wine,  mixed  with  water,  are  fer- 
viceable.  But  when  there  is  occafion  for  its  be- 
ing aultere  and  fomewhat  altringent,  that  the 
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♦fibres  may  be  ftrengthened,  and  the  fluids  in  fome 
imeafure  contained,  it  is  better  to 

. ^ 1 A rL  • The  kind  of 

(employ  Rheniih  or  the  Auitnan  wine, 
mine,  or  that  from  the  Mofelle, 
iin  which  is  contained  a more  remarkable  an- 
ttifeptic  power,  with  a flightly  heating  or  in- 
ttoxicating  effe^l.  Our  countiymen  may  ufe  the 
acidulous  and  auftere  wines  of  the  Briantine  and 
Tyrolefe  mountains,  or  the  celebrated  wines  of 
.iEmilia,  called  Sangiouefe,  or  the  Tufcan  wine, 
mhich  receives  its  name  from  Mount  Politio,  al- 
ithough  fomewhat  fmoked.  The  wine  expreflfed 
ifrom  the  fruit  of  the  pomegranate,  properly 
(cleared  of  dregs,  will  be  ferviceable  to  the  poor, 
:and  ought  always  to  be  kept  in  apothecary  fhops. 
ILikewife  water-gruel  of  different  forts,  of  a thickifh 
I confiftence,  to  which  is  added  a little  wine  or 
( citron-juice,  reftores  the  ftrength  remarkably, 
:nourifhes  the  body,  and  is  not  apt  to 
Ibecome  putrid.  Nor  mufl:  I omit 
1 mention  of  that  moft;  delicate  compofition  made 
ifrom  cocoa,  which  is  now  almoft  univerfally  em- 
i ployed  as  a luxury,  the  reflorative  and  cordial 
' effedts  of  which  are  confpicuous. 

400.  And  fometimes  thofe  medicines,  which 
I contain  opium  in  their  compofition, 

,i  are  not  improper,  in  allaying  Inch 
derangements  as  have  been  induced  by  emetics, 
or  reftraining  or  mitigating  excefhve  diarrhoea,  or 
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alleviating  pains  of  the  belly,  or  preventing  watch- 
ing For  they  diminifli  the  nervous  fenfibility, 
bring  on  reft,  allay  fpafms,  check  immoderate 
evacuations,  while  they  undoubtedly  excite  the 
irritability  of  the  heart,  like  cordials,  when  given  in 
proper  time,  as  has  been  proven  by  the  undoubt- 
ed experiments  of  Haller*,  and  of  many  others  af- 
ter him,  notwithftanding  of  its  being  undeferved- 
ly  denied  by  others.  Among  them,  in  particular, 
are  recommended  laudanum,  the  theriaca  Andro- 
machi,  the  diafeordium  fracaftorii,  the  philonium 
Romanum,  and  the  like.  But  if  opium  cannot 
be  employed,  gentle  fleep  is  procured  by  means 
of  the  heads  of  poppies,  the  anodyne  mineral  li- 
quor of  Hoftinan,  Homberg’s  fedative  fait,  con- 
cerning which,  however,  a few  entertain  doubts. 
Likewife,  when  a putrid  diflblution  of  the  blood 
occafions  immoderate  diarrhoea,  it  may  be  very 
much  checked  by  vitriolic  acid,  of  which  men- 
tion has  already  been  made,  added  to  the  drink 
fo  as  to  produce  an  agreeable  acidity. 

* Carminat.  1.  c. 

401.  But,  notwithftanding  thefe  remedies 
(3Q0.  to 40c.')  having  been  employed, 

Blifters.  p^Ycr  is  prolonged,  wfthout 

any  abatement,  and  the  hcadach  continues,  or 
an  affbaion  of  the  brain  is  indicated  by  other 
fymptoms,  as  coma  or  delirium,  thofe  things 
which  induce  bliftering  and  ulceration  ought  t(j 
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I the  apr.^cd  to  the  calves  of  the  ^ees,  and  pus 
ll'.dravvn  from  them  for  a long  time  ; or  blifters  and 
litrubefacients,  particularly  thofe  compofed  of  muf- 
l|itard  or  ferment,  are  to  be  applie  to  the  foies  of 
ithe  feet ; or,  when  reftleffnefs  and  pain  are  con- 
joined, the  feet  ihoiild  be  bathed  in  warm  wa- 
iter. But  if  the  complaint  do  not  yield  to  thefe 
jieither,  blood  may  be  di*;wn  from  the  parts 
iineiret'  the  head  or.  brain ; which  is  done  in  va- 
jirious  ways,  as  has  already  been  obferved.  It  may 

I I be  obferved,  however,  that  cantharides,  which 
;are  generally  employed  to  excite  vomiting  in  the 
gajirico-putrid  fpecies,  in  which  a putrid  fomes  has 
infeded  and  dilfolved  the  blood,  often  prove  more 
prejudicial  than  ferviceable.  Borelli  *,  Richa 
Tilfot  and  a good  many  others,  affirm  their  ha- 
ving frequently  experienced  this.  On  which  ac- 
count they  rather  advife  the  employment  of  rube- 
facients or  fmapifms,  which  they  have  found  more 
ufcful. 

* Epift.  ad.  Malphig.  p.  28. 
f Conflltut.  cpid.  Taurin,  1720.  § 32. 
t Feb.  bilios  Laufann.  p.  44.  45. 

402.  Nor  muft  we  negledt  the  lumbrici,  if 
their  prefence  is  fufpedted,  which  hap- 
pens in  th.Q  ga/Irica  va'ininofa  (385'.  ''orms. 
Thefe  lumbrici,  or  worms,  are  bell  killed  by 
means  of  mineral  acids,  efpecially  thofe  extracted 
by  fire,  which  have  been  already  recommended 
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with  a different  view ; but  they  arc  mofl  certainly 
expelled  by  cathartics,  which  are  propofed  at  the 
commencement  of  the  cure.  But  in  addition  to 
thefe,  we  muft  employ  tanfey- flowers,  the  feeds  of 
abfinthium  fantonicum,  wild  valerian 

Anthelraen-  ^ ^ i i i 

thics.  root,  lea-mols,  myrrh,  aloes,  burnt 
hartfhorn,  petroleum,  camphor,  and 
the  like ; for  the  accounts  that  are  given  of 
quickfilver  by  no  means  deferve  credit,  as  many 
now  agree,  and  as  I myfelf  flrft  ihewed,  when  a 
young  man,  in  an  exprcfs  cffay  *.  And,  per- 
haps, we  ought  to  place  as  little  reliance  in  the 
power  of  the  fern-root,  fo  much  boafted  of  by 
the  ancients.  But  with  regard  to  quickfilver,  if  a 
perfon  wiihes  to  emplqy  it,  or  any  of  its  compo- 
fitions,  let  him  guard  againfl:  the  ufe  particularly 
of  ftrong  acids,  left,  if  they  be  employed  together, 
that  remedy  be  converted  into  a corroding  poi^ 
fon. 

* De  Anthclmenthica  argent!  vlvl  facultate.  Faventix’,  1753, 

403.  But  nothing  is  more  common  in  this  fe- 
ver than  for  the  abdomen  to  fwell 
(379- 381-)  and  become  tenfe,  efpe- 
cially  about  the  region  of  the  epiga- 
ftrium,  and  hypochondres.  When  this  happens 
at  the  beginning  of  the  fever,  or  as  it  advances^ 
and  any  part  is  affected  with  pain,  or  relifts  pref- 
fure,  and  experiences  a fenfe  of  pain,  in  that  cafe^ 
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hhe  inteftines  retain  either  air  or  fordes  fome- 
where,  with  which  they  are  charged,  or  there  is 
reafon  to  dread  that  fome  one  of  the  vifcera  is 
iifFedted  with  inflammation.  This 
miift  be  obviated  by  fomentations,  "lymptomL^ 
:;:ataplarms,  or  liniments,  poflTelTed 
nf  an  emollient  and  gently  difciifling 
quality,  and  by  injections  of  the  fame  kind.  But 
tf  more  manifeft  fymptoms  of  inflammation  be- 
rray  themfelves,  and  the  greatnefs,  hardnefs,  or 
vibration  of  the  piilfe,  or  internal  heat,  throbbing, 
iind  other  fymptoms  concur,  it  is  proper  to  let 
nlood  from  the  arm  ; or,  if  enough  has  been  al- 
ready drawn,  and  the  ftrength  forbids  our  employ- 
ing bleeding  from  the  arm,  blood  may  be  drawn 
from  the  hemorrhoidal  veins  by  means  of  leeches, 
which  is  fafer  and  more  advantageous  in  perfons 
of  a hypochondriacal,  melancholic, 
or  cachectic  habit.  But  if,  towards  ''cccdffrmn 
Ihe  end  of  the  difeafe,  the  belly  be- 
comes  tenfe,  and  founds  like  a drum,  and  is  not 
oainful  on  being  prelTed,  Ihewing  that  the  inte- 
itines,  in  a ftate  of  relaxation  and  atony,  are  di- 
ftended  with  air,  not  emollient,  but  ftrengtheii- 
ing  and  repreflTing  applications  fhould  be  made 
externally;  while  it  is  proper  to  give  internally 
uibltances  for  checking  the  putrefaction,  from 
Which  the  air  is  evolved,  which  diminifli  the  ela- 
^“ticity  of  the  air,  and  ftrengthen  the  fibres  of  the 
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inteftines.  Such  are,  externally,  fomentatioas'of 
aromatic  plants  boiled  in  wine,  plafters  of  the  , 
crumbs  of  bread,  laurel-berries,  nlelilot : inter- 
nally, fpirit  of  fvveet  nitre ; tindlure  of  myrrh, 
amber,  and  caftor ; extrad  of  bark,  camomile- 
flowers,  arnica,  and  ageratum ; and  whatever 
lubftances  polkefs  an  aromatic  power. 

404.  Having  at  length  expelled  the  gaftric 
coiluvies,  and  the  fever  beeinnine 

When  the  bark.  , . . 

riiouid  b-  u-  to  abate,  or  approaching  to  the 
intermittent  form,  we  mull:  with- 
liold  fuch  fubftanccs  as  produce  laxity  of  the 
belly  ; and  if  the  patient  feems  to  have  been  fuf- 
lieiently  purged,  the  remainder  of  the  fever  muft 
be  removed  by  the  Peruvian  bark.  But,  if  the 
I'.urtful  matter  has  not  been  thoroughly  removed, 
fome  rhubarb  or  cathartic  fait  may  be  added  to 
the  bark,  that  the  bowels  at  the  fame  time  may 
be  rendered  lax,  while  we  prepare  to  check  any 
remains  of  the  fever.  For  it  is  a very  ufual  oc- 
curence for  the  gaftric  fever  to  be  changed  to  an 
intermittent,  or  to  approach  very  nearly  to  it, 
and  to  require  this  plan  of  treatment.  But  it 
may  be  known  that  this  remedy  will  be  admif- 
fiblc,  if  a gentle  fw’eat  over  the  wdiole  body  pre- 
cedes the  remiftions  or  intermiftions  of  the  fever, 
while  they  are  followed  by  red,  fparing,  thick  or 
lateritious  urine  ; or  if,  at  the  commencement  of  t 
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Uhe  accelTions,  it  is  thin,  or  watery,  or  any  coldacfs 
ir)f  th  ' : tremities  occurs. 

i 

j 405.  When  the  fever  has  reached  its  height, 
iilie  diet  ftiould  he  of  the  weakeft 

. c The  kind  of 

Hcind.  borne  at  that  time  propole  food, 
jttotal  abllinence.  But  all  perfons  la- 
Ibouring  under  the  difeafe  cannot  fupport  fuch  a 
ijixlegree  of  hunger,  as  many  excretions  take  place 
iidaily,  accompanied  with  no  finall  exhauftion  of 
Itthe  (Irength.  Animal  food  and  foups  of  all  kinds, 
jaas  being  generally  prone  to  putrefaction,  are  to  be 
jaavoided.  But  weakifh  chicken  or  veal  broth,  or 
jtthat  of  mutton  or  frogs,  in  which  acetous  mat- 
tters,  acid  cherries,  prunes,  and  the  like  fubacid 
tffuits  have  been  boiled,  may  be  allowed.  Like- 
Awife  whey  prepared  with  canary-wine,  or  citron- 
4 nice,  or  cream  of  tartar.  Alfo  decodtions  of 
; bread  of  a foinewhat  thick  confidence,  maybe  gi- 
jiven,  oblerving  proper  caution  in  ufmg  them  fpa- 
jiringly  and  fcldom  during  the  violence  of  the  fe- 
iiver,  but  more  liberally  and  frequently  after  a re- 
milTion  has  taken  place.  Veiy  good  nourifhment 
iinay  alfo  be  derived  from  prunes,  cherries,  apples, 
Land  pears,  boiled  in  water  or  wine,  and  fweetened 
' with  a little  lugar,  which  taken  occafionally 
' wonderfully  recruit  the  ftrength  without  being 
'Ifollowed  by  any  bad  confequence,  provided  their 
i employment  is  not  prevented  by  the  belly’s  being 
: I ^00  lax.  Eggs,  though  perfedly  frelh,  are  alto- 
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gether  forbidden  by  modern  writers,  as  being  exui 
tremely  liable  to  putrify ; but,  if  I miftake  not,;j 
they  are  too  much  found  fault  with.  For  when  1 
they  are  perfectly  frefh  and  foft,  I never  faw  any  i 
bad  confequence  enfue  from  ufing  them  with  cau-  i 
tion  and  not  too  frequently  . 

* indeed,  are  very  liable  to  corrupt;  but  boiled  ones' 

are  not ; for  they  are  fo  much  changed  by  boiling  as  to  cohere , 
more  firmly,  and  become  lefs  prone  to  putrefaction.  In  confe- 
quence of  the  aCHon  of  the  fire,  tliey  probably  exhale  the  fomc- 
what  on  ■w'hich  their  putrid  dillblution  depends.  Fouquet,  (fur 
la  Petite Verole,  F.  i.  p.  1 54.),  however,  agrees  with  us  in  fuppo- 
fing  tlie  noxious  qualities  aferibed  to  eggs  to  have  been  exaggera- 
ted. For  what  worfe,  he  obferves,  can  be  faid  of  eggs  already  in . 
a ftate  of  putrefaCHon  ? Galen  recommends  foft-boiled  eggs  by 
way  of  diet  to  patients  under  fever.  . Mercatus,  Heurnius,  Pi- 
fo,  and  feveral  others,  approve  of  them  in  malignant  fevers  ; 
and  Boucher  entertains  the  fame  opinion,  as,  in  the  firll  ftage 
of  malignant  fevers,  he  allows  veal  and  chicken-broth,  and 
eggs.  LafUy,  the  fame  author  (Ibid.)  fubjoins,  that  the  yolks  j 
6f  eggs,  as  being  of  a faponaceous  and  emulfive  jiature,  are 
very  good,  and  prove  even  more  certainly  demulcent  than 
emulfions  of  almonds. 

406.  During  the  whole  courfe  of  the  difeafe, 

cold  water  ought  to  be  employed  by 

The  drink.  ^ ° ^ ^ ^ 

way  of  drink.  It  is  rendered  more 
grateful  by  the  addition  of  vinegar,  lemon  or  ci- 
tron juice,  as  has  been  already  obferved,  fweet- 
cned  with  a little  fugar.  In  its  place,  alfo,  may  1 
])cfi;  be  fubftituted  ptifans  made  of  grafs-root, 
forrel-lcaves,  and  barley,  or  limply  fountain-  • 
water.  For  among  thefe,  the  defire  and 
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^■ftrength  of  the  patient  ought  to  be  confult- 
eed.  Nor  mull  we  negle(ft  paying  proper  atten- 
'ition  to  renewing  the  air  and  cleanlinefs,  where  fo 
^uch  corrupted  feces  are  paifed.  The  air  of  the 
icchamber,  therefore,  ought  to  be  temperate,  ra- 
ither  inclining  to  cold,  and  occafionally  impreg- 
^nated  with  the  Vapours  of  vinegar.  But  it  is  of 
khe  utmoft  confequence  to  renew  it  frequently,  left, 
i Lbeing  charged  with  human  and  putrid  effluvia,  it 
I acquire  a poifonous  acrimony,  as  it  is  known  to  do, 
and  prove  remarkably  hurtful  to  patients.  Like- 
\wife  the  patient’s  fliirt,  linen,  bed-cloaths,  and 
Ibed,  ought  to  be  occafionally  changed,  that  eve- 
rry  putrid  and  corrupted  miafma  may  be  removed 
tfroin  the  fyftem.  Nor  ought  the  patient’s  excre-  • 
iments  to  be  allowed  to  remain  any  length  of  time 
i in  his  apartment,  but  fliould  be  quickly  removed, 
Vhat  the  air  may  not  be  infected  with  the  foulnefs 
'.proceeding  from  them.  For  it  is  furprifmg  how 
imuch  pure  air  refrefhes  patients  labouring  under 
acute  and  putrid  difeafes,  and  checks  the  fever. 


I THE-  FEBRIS  HUNGARICA  *. 

I 407.  To  the  malignant  gajlric  fevers,  (381. 
P 382.)  gqftrico-putrid  ones  (386.),  efpecially 
!;ithoie  of  the  epidemic  kind,  both  in  its  nature  and 
ijttype,  muft  be  referred  the  Febris  Flungarica, 
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firft  obferved  in  the  year  1566,  or  rather  accu^ 
rately  defcribcd  then  for  the  firft  time.  As  the 
fndor  Anglicus  receives  its  name  from  the  coun- 
try wheie  it  was  (irit  obferved,  in  like  manner 
this  fever,  in  confequence  of  prevailing  in  Hun- 
gary and  camps,  is  called  the  Hungary  and  Camp 
fever.  But  it  alfo  occurs  in  other  fituations.  I , 
remember  to  have  feen  it  rage  epidemically  in  a 
very  temperate,  and  otherwife  healthy  diftridt, 
namely  .<;Emilia,  and  particularly  in  Cxfena,  in 
the  year  iy6y,  attended  with  nearly  the  fame 
fymptoms,  which  are  laid  to  mark  its  appearance 
in  Hungary.  It  is  frequently  conjoined  with  dy- 
fentery ; in  which  cafe,  among  fome  writers,  it 
has  received  the  name  of  Febris  Maligna  Dyfen- 
t erica ^ or  fimply  Malignant  Dyfentery. 

* Lues  Pannoutity  feu  Febris  Ungarica  Fhertodesy  vulgo  Cere- 
bri V ermis  of  Schenck,  Obferv.  Medicin.  1.  vi.  obferv.  i.  Mor- 
bus htigaricusy  et  Lues  Ungarica  ac  Pannonicay  or  the  Alorbus  S 
Militaris  or  Cajlrenjts  of  Sennert,  dc  Febrib.  1.  iv.  c.  xiv.  The  C 
Febris  Hungarica  or  Cajlrenfis  of  Juncker,  Confp.  Med.  T.  i.  1 
tab.  74.  The  Amphimerina  Hun^^arica  of  Sauvages,  Nofol.  ■ 
Mcth.  cl.  2.  gen.  iv.  fp.  y.  The  Febris  Hungarica  Cajlrenfis  ^ 
of  Junck.  tab.  74.  and  of  fcveral  authors  mentioned  in  Cul-  1 
Jen’s  Genera  Morb.  gen.  v.  cl.  i.  ord.  i Phrenitis  Pan-  5 

mnicay  called  alfo  Morbus  Hungaricus  of  Carthenfer,  De  Morb.  ® 
Endem.  p.  29.  Likewife  of  Peck,  De  Phrenit.  Panmn.  Idio-  f 
path.  Hahy  l"]29‘  f 

r 

408.  It  is  a fever  of  an  aaitCy  malignant y and 
, . ebidemic  kind,  p;enerally  hoftlle  to 

Its  dclcnption.  ^ ° ^ 

foldicrs  ftationed  in  camps,  and,  on 
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account  of  its  being  eafily  transferred  into  healthy 
oodles  by  poifonous  miafmata,  it  is  alfo  contagious^ 
[for  the  moft  part  obferviiig  the  type  of  a conti- 
|nued  quotidian,  and  ufually  appearing  and  conti- 
^nuing  to  rage  in  the  months  of  June,  July,  and 
Auguft.  It  commences  about  evening,  attacking 
jxhiefly  thofe  of  a fanguinc  and  plethoric  habit, 
rrather  with  chillinefs  or  cold,  than  rigor,  fuc- 
cceeded  (liortly  after  by  exceffive  heat,  and  is  aggra- 
vated at  night,  abating  fomewhat  in  the  morning. 
'The  patients  immediately  complain  of  exceflive 
Iheadach,  heat,  and  almoft  infufferable  thirll;,  great 
jllofs  of  ftrength,  tenfion,  and  a peculiar  fenfation 
j' of  heat  at  the  pit  of  the  ftomach,  rendering  the 
|j;part  extremely  painful  to  the  touch.  The  pa- 
i'tient’s  tongue  is  always  dry,  purple-coloured, 
I'fometimes  fwelled  or  cracked.  The  throat,  as  in 
I angina,  is  frequently  inflamed,  painful,  and  fwell- 
i ed.  About  the  third  or  fourth,  lefs  frequently 
1 the  feventh  day,  there  comes  on  delirium,  univer- 
; fal  rednefs  of  the  face,  fhining  of  the  eyes,  and 
j turgefcence  of  the  veins  in  the  head.  In  addi- 
[ tion  to  thefe  fymptoms,  it  puts  on  the  appear- 
I ance,  and  flicws  itfelf  to  be,  of  an  ardent  nature. 

' Not  unfrequcntly  there  fupervene  haimorrhages 
from  the  nofe,  hcemoptyfis,  conftant  watchings, 
naufea,  vomiting,  fometimes  dyfentery,  pctechiae, 
fwellings  of  the  parotids,  lethargy,  palfy,  and 
! Iiemiplegia.  The  belly  is  fometimes  loofc,  fomc- 
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times  bound.  The  pulfe  is  ftrongcr  and  great(!r' 
at  firft  than  it  ufually  is  in  malignant  dileafes. 
Very  frequently  the  internal  parts  are  inflamed  ; 
and  this  inflammation,  when  excited  by  very  acrid 
lymph,  or  by  a poifonous  and  putrid  miafma,  is  apt 
to  degenerate  into  gangrene  and  fphacelus.  In  a 
great  many,  nay  in  almoft  all  cafes,  the  hearing 
becomes  dull.  Loofenefs  frequently  is  a good 
fymptom.  The  difeafe  terminates  on  the  four-  ' 
teenth  day,  or  at  fartheft  the  twentieth.  ' 

409.  Thefe  vary  greatly  according  to  the  tem- 
perament, age,  fex,  climate,  predifpo-  ; 
firig  caufes,  and  other  preceding  cir-  | 
har  to  It.  cumftances,  in  the  fame  manner  as  in  ^ 
mofl;  difcafes,  particularly  epidemic  ones,  and  thofe 
combined  with  other  complaints.  But  the  fymp-  | 
toms  almoft  uniformly  diftinguilhing  this  fever  1 
from  others,  are  intenfe  and  conftant  headach,  dry,  ^ 
fwelled,  parched  tongue,  refembling  a cinder,  ex-  | 
cruciating  pain  at  the  pit  of  the  ftomach,  fluflied  I 
face,  and  a fomewhat  ftronger  and  fuller  pulfe,  ' 
than  is  obfervable  in  other  malignant  and  perni- 
cious complaiuts.  It  has  many  fym- 
''feVs^f'orathe  in  common  with  the  petechial 

with  the  true  petechial  fe~ 
ver,  of  which  we  fliall  treat  hereaf- 
ter. But  it  differs  from  it  in  the  violence  ot  the 
pulfe,  and  in  the  greater  feverity  of  the  complaint, 
and  fometimes  in  its  not  being  attended  with  pe^ 
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^techia.  Befides,  in  the  petechial  difeafe  we  can 
iXcarcely  find  that  painful  tenfion,  particularly  fe- 
ivere  to  the  touch,  which,  as  I have  already  ob- 
fferved,  was  felt  in  the  epigaftrium  of  perfons 
labouring  under  this  fever,  unlefs  it  be  combined 
■nvith  a bilious  and  gaftric  colluvies. 

410.  Impure  and  moift  air,  night-cold  fucceed- 

» 

ing  a warm  day,  ftagnant  or  cor-  ^ 

Csit^iCs* 

^ipted  waters,  the  effluvia  and 
ilirinking  of  thefe,  bad  living  of  any  kind,  un- 
iwholefome  diet,  the  heat  of  fiimmer,  exceffive 
labour,  long-continued  watching,  wearinefs,  fear, 
•rage,  and  other  aifedfions  of  the  mind,  either  of 
iong  continuance,  or  reprefled,  and  putrid  miaf- 
mata,  comprehend  the  preceding  caufes.  And 
r.f  attention  be  paid  to  thefe,  and,  at  the  fame 
lime,  to  the  fymptoms  accompanying  the  fever, 
and  the  evacuations  by  the  belly,  or  vomiting, 
ly  which  it  is  often  refolved,  it  will  appear  not 
’^mprobable  that  this  fever  belongs  to  the  more 
"nalignant  and  complicated  gaftric  ones;  as  Selle*, 
Pringle  TifTot and  others,  do  not  hefitate 
:o  declare.  And  in  fadt  it  fee  ms  that  it  ought  to  be 
ierived  partly  from  vitiated  chyle,  chiefly  of  the 

I ailious  kind,  and  partly  from  a putrid  diathefis  of 
^ :he  blood.  The  laft  taint  originates  from  the  for- 
;l  mer,  on  account  of  the  gaftric  and  bilious  collu- 
vies being  imparted  to  the  blood,  and  aflfedling 
. ts  crafts.  Sometimes,  however,  either  the  famg 
» VoL.  II.  H 
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caufes  inducing  the  vitiated  condition  of  the 
chyle,  likewife  communicate  the  taint  to  the  < 
blood,  or  the  contagious  and  putrid  miafma  im- 

r 'V 

mediately  infects  and  dilTolves  the  bile  and  blood, 
and  irritates  and  deranges  the  nervous  fyftem.  i 

Rudim.  Pyretol.  Meth.  p.  230.  J 

f Difeafes  of  the  Army,  p.  3.  cap.  4.  § iv.  Q 

Dc  Febr.  Bilios.  art.  gen.  et  cauf.  p.  ii.  & 12.  3 


PROGNOSIS. 


41 1.  All  the  obfervations  which  have  hi- 
therto been  advanced  concerning  the  prognoftic  , 
marks  of  acute  and  malignant  fevers,  both  in  ; 
general  and  particular,  are  likewife  applicable  to  ; 
this  fever.  It  is  generally  a very  dangerous  dif-  g 
eafe,  and  the  more  malignant  and  obftinate  the  1 
fymptoms  are,  the  greater  the  debility  is,  the : 
greater  is  the  danger.  But  certain 
fymptoms  require  peculiar  confide- 
ration,  as  giving  us  reafon  to  fear  a 
fatal,  or  affording  hopes  of  a falutary  termination. 
Violent  and  long-continued  headach,  fcarcely 
yielding  to  any  remedies,  accompanied  with  de-f 
lirium  or  watching,  or  urgent  delirium  by  itfeli,! 
indicate  the  probability  of  phrenitis  fupervening.  f 
Likewife,  pain  and  heat  about  the  epigaftrium  and 
pit  of  the  ftomach,  if  it  continues  long  without  any 
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.labatement,  denotes  the  approach  of  inflammation 
lof  the  ftomach,  liver,  or  diaphragm.  Nor  is  lefs 
japprehenfion  occafioned  by  frequent  and  obftinate 
iwomiting  of  matter  of  various  appearances,  than 
thy  putrid  watery  ftools,  exhaufting  the  ftrength, 
cof  a black  colour,  and  cadaverous  fmell,  or  ha- 
!^Ving  the  appearance  of  dyfentery.  An  open 
jtbelly,  improving  the  ftrength,  and  mitigating 
fthe  fymptoms,  removing  the  bilious  humours, 
mf  itfelf  is  a good  prognoftic  ; but  a bound 
jlbelly  is  not  fo  fafe.  Angina,  and  in  particular 
jaaphthae  about  the  throat,  are  efteemed  more 
cdangerous  even  than  fwellings  of  the  paro- 
ittids.  Petechiae  are  generally  the  confequence  of 
n putrid  and  dangerous  diflblution  of  the  blood, 
sand  are  rarely  critical.  In  like  manner,  excef- 
Tive  hasmorrhages  from  the  nofe  are  referable  to 
Jthe  fame  very  dangerous  caufe.  When  mode- 
irate,  however,  but  eafy  and  fufficiently  copious, 
imd  happening  on  the  critical  days,  they  fre- 
quently afford  relief  to  the  headach,  and  bring 
lihe  complaint  to  a better  crifis.  But  thofe  which 
j;ake  place  by  drops,  and  not  fufficiently  copioufly, 
generally  denote  a fatal  termination. 

rr  ni  1 r /•  t • i Deafncfe,  when 

H.aUly,  dearneis,  it  it  come  on  du-  not  to  be  fear- 
ring the  progrefs,  or  at  the  height  ^ ' 
of  the  complaint,  frequently  is  the  forerunner  of 

IT  favourable  event. 

H 2 
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CURE. 

112,  Violent  headach,  ardent  beat,  a Itrong  •; 
great  pulfe,  excefiive  thirft,  and  internal  heat,  | 
as  they  give  reafon  for  fufpedting 
inflammation,  fo  do  they  feem  to 
indicate  bleeding.  It  has  alfo  been  fhewn  by  ' 
experience,  that  nothing  is  found  to  be  more  ef- 
ficacious or  convenient,  both  for  mitigating  tliofe  i 
fymptoms,  and  for  preventing  phrenitis  and  ; 
other  fad  effeds  of  the  complaint,  than  large  and 
fpeedy  blood-letting,  Therefore,  at  the  very  be- 
ginning of  the  complaint,  that  is,  on  the  firfl;  or 
fecond  day  from  the  attack,  blood  ought  to  be 
drawn,  but  very  copioufly,  according  as  the  age, 
temperament,  habit  of  body,  and  ftrength  of 
the  patient,  admit : I fay,  at  the  very  beginning, 
before  the  putrefadtion  advances  far,  deftroys 
the  crafis  of  the  blood,  and  exhaufts  the  vital  ' 
powers.  For  nothing  is  more  hoftile  to  the  ner- 
vous fenfibility,  arid  irritability  of  the  mufcles,  ■ 
than  a putrid  or  corrupted  humour  or  miafma. 
But  it  muft  be  drawn  copioufly,  that  we  may 
quickly  oppofe  any  inflammation  prefent,  and  1 
that  it  may  be  adequate  to  prevent  an  attack  of  ■ 
phrenitis  or  angina  '^.  If,  however,  the  pulfe 
be  finall  and  languid,  and  if  the  putrid  and  ma- 
lignant contagion  has  excited  fever,  that  remedy 
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, 15  either  confidered  as  hurtful,  or  at  leaft  mull 
;be  employed  with  caution.  Yet,  if  it  be  necef- 
fary,  we  may  draw  blood  ftill  more  fafely  by 
ccupping-glafles  applied  to  the  calves  of  the  legs, 
«.or  to  the  back,  or  leeches  applied  to  the  temples 
<6r  anus. 

I 

* Not  a few  of  the  moderns,  in  thefe  and  fimilar  fevers, 
ffcmark  two  ftages,  one  inflammatory,  as  it  is  called,  which  pre- 
jrcedes;  the  other  putrid,  which  fucceeds  to  it,  and  is,  as  it  were, 
^Jerived  from  the  former.  And  they  hold  it  to  be  an  indifpu- 
Irable  axiom,  That  the  inflammatory  ftage  generally  terminates 
jtn  the  putrid  one,  becaufe  they  obferve  the  gaftric  fevers,  or 
jj^aftrico-putrid  ones,  or  others  of  a fimilar  ftamp,  at  the  be- 
iginning  put  on  an  inflammatory  appearance  ; and,  after  a few 
idays,  the  marks  of  putrefaflion  become  more  manifeft.  Iri 
which  refpe^i,  I {hall  not  at  prefent  pretend  to  determine  how 
far  they  fwerve  from  the  trutlr.  I fuppofe,  however,  tliat  they 
rmay  have  been  of  the  gaftric  or  putrid  kind  from  the  beginning, 
?but  frequently  combined  with  an  inflammatory  diathefis  ; and 
tlthat,  on  its  being  removed,  they  are  not  converted  into 
l^utrid  ones,  but  become  more  manifeftly  what  they  aU 
rready  were,  and  continue  as  fuch.  For  true  and  pure  in- 
Kammatory  fevers,  have  fcarcely  ever  been  obferved  to  pafs 
jtfrom  the  inflammatory  to  the  putrid  ftate,  when  properly 
itreated. 

! which  the  fyftem  riiuft  be  gently 

(evacuated,  upwards  and  downwards, 

1(391.  to  396.)  ; and  it  is  alfo  necef- 
ifary  to  employ  nitre  and  fubacids  to  qualify  the 
bile,  and,  laft  of  all,  bland  remedies  to  excite  per- 
ifpiration.  But  thefe  laft  are  extremely  advanta- 

Hj 
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geous,  even  at  the  beginning  of  the  complaint, 
if  it  has  arifen  'without  any  vitiation  of  the  chyle, 
in  confequence  of  being  propagated  by  contagion. 

Al„fphar»aa.  *6  chief  are,  fuch 

as  are  efteemed  to  be  of  an  alexi-  ] 

pharmac  and  antifceptic  nature,  as  camphor,  the- 
riac,  fpiritiis  mendereri,  volatile  fait  of  hartlhorn,  ‘ 
impregnated  with  citron-juice,  and  other  fuch  re-  ’ 
medics,  recommended  elfewhcrc  (397.  398.  et  J 
feq.).  But  when  delirium  is  threatened,  and  no  ! 

abatement  of  the  headach  takes  ■ 

Whence  blood  to  i n , 

betaken.  place,  according  to  Ettmuller  and 
Salius,  bleeding  from  the  frontal 
and  fublingual  veins  proves  ferviceable.  Perhaps, 
alfo,  th'e  temporal  artery  may  be  opened  with  ad- 
vantage; from  which  it  is  very  probable,  that  blood 
is  drawn  without  weakening  the  vital  powers.  i 
The  very  great  advantage  of  arteriotomy  in  fuch  | i 
difeafes  was  formerly  experienced  by  Zaveriua  I 
Manetti,  a phyfician  of  the  moft  approved  ge-  ■ 
nius,  learning,  and  pradice  in  the  epidemic  pu-  I 
trid  peripneumonies,  which  attacked  in  particu-  I 
lar  the  common  people  in  the  year  1781  at  Flo-  | 
rence*.  It  is  likewife  proper  to  apply  to  the  back-  ^ 
part  of  the  head,  previoufiy  deeply  fcarified,  a I 
cupping-glafs,  by  means  of  which,  as  anatomy 
teaches  us,  revullion  from  the  brain  itfelf  is  fuc- 
cefsfully  performed.  Blifters,  alfo,  behind  the  ears, 
or,  if  the  patient  labours  under  coma,  applied  to 
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the  whole  hairy  fcalp  previoufly  fliaved,  afford 
; the  greateft  relief,  as  we  are  affured  by  pra£H- 
tioners  of  the  greateft  experience.  With  refpedl 
to  the  other  particulars  of  the  treatment,  that  of 
!the  gaftric  fevers  already  delivered  (390.)  may 
I be  confulted  f. 

* Confulto  con  annotaz.  e aggiuntf,  pag.  40.  annot.  8. 

Does  the  yelloiv  fever  of  America  deferve  a place  here  ? If 
its  fymptoms  be  compared'with  thofe  of  the  febris  Hungaricoy 
■la  ftriking  refemblance  between  them  will  be  found.  Their 
'•caufes,  alfo,  do  not  differ  much-  Some  criterion,  however, 
ifeems  to  be  afforded  by  the  yellow  fever  being  cfleemed  ende-. 
rmic  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  by  its  being  particularly  hoftile  to 
fftrangers,  by  its  very  rapid  tendency  to  death,  by  its  appear- 
iing  more  putrid  and  deftru£live,  and  by  its  being  accompanied 
\wlth  the  yellow  colour,  as  a peculiar  fymptom,  from  whence 
iits  name  is  derived.  Sauvages  referred  it  to  the  continent  fe- 
Avers,  and  named  it  typhus  iElerodes.  By  others,  however,  it  is 
I'Confidered  as  a remittent,  and  in  the  London  PrctBicc  of  Medi~ 
<eiucy  it  has,  in  fa6f,  been  referred  to  this  clafs,  and  perhaps  not 
improperly,  as  it  has  been  fometimes  known  to  pafs  into  an 
intermittent.  But  fince  its  nature  is  not  fufficiently  well 
kknown,  authors  not  yet  being  decided  to  what  genus  of  fevers 
iit  ought  to  be  afcrlbed,  and  I myfelf  have  never  feen  it,  I hold 
: it  better  in  a manner  to  pafs  it  over,  than  to  offer  any  obfer- 
Lvations  upon  it  rafhly.  I fhall,  however,  here  fubjoin  its  fy- 
ftionymsy  from  which  the  reader  will  be  able  to  learn  the  paf- 
ifages  and  authors  from  whence  he  may  obtain  a more  ample 
I'.and  fatisfa£l:ory  defeription  of  the  complaint.  The  yellow  fever 
of  Americoy  of  Lining.  Diar  Med.  Vanderm.  T.  viii.  May 
1758.  p.  408.  The  malignant  yellow  fever  of  the  Weft  Indies  y of 
uMakittrick.  Dijfert.  Edin.  1766,  and  vol.  ;.  of  liylog.  f elect. 
\itpufc.  of  Baldinger,  p.  87.  The  malignant  bilious  fever  (yellenv ) 
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of  America,  of  Jo.  Moultrie.  Dijfert.  Edinb.  1 749,  & 1.  c.  of 
Baldinger,  p.  163.  The  fever  of  the  Wf  Indies,  called  by  the 
Spanifli  vomito  pretto,  by  the  French  the  Difeafe  of  Siam,  or 
Fievre  de  Matelot.  Land.  PraEl.  of  Med.feB.  iii.  chap.  iii.  It 
feems  more  proper  to  refer  to  the  malignant  and  putrid  gaftric 
fevers,  tlie  amphitnerina  paludofa  of  Sauvages,  (fp.  1 8.),  and  the 
amphimerina  biliofa  of  the  fame,  (fp.  20.) ; although,  on  account 
of  their  eafily  palling  into  intermitting  fevers,  they  might  alfo, 
perhaps,  be  transferred  to  the  fevers  nanted  compTicatee  and 
compftte. 


THE  FEBRIS  CATARRHALIS  M.VLIGNA  OF  THE 

GERMANS  *. 

414.  In  the  fame  manner  as  the  febris  Hun- 
garica,  fo  the  febris  catarrhalis  maligna,  or  pete-^ 
chi%ans  of  the  Germans,  feems  more  properly  to 
come  under  the  head  of  thofe  gaftric  fevers  which 
'preferve  the  type  of  a continued  quotidian,  occa- 
fionally  aggravated  every  other  day,  than  that  of 
the  catarrhal  fevers  (340.^  from  which  it  has  im- 
properly received  its  name.  I do  not  deny,  how- 
.ever,  that  true  catarrhal  fevers  may  fometimes 
be  attended  with  malignity,  which  I have  already 
(356.)  aflumed  as  a matter  of  fad ; but  I con- 
tend, from  comparing  the  deferiptions  of  Stahl, 
Hoffman,  Juncker,  Eller,  and  others,  that  the 
prefent  fever,  although  denominated  by  them 
malignant  catarrhal  fever,  differs  very  widely 
from  the  true  catarrhal  fever.  For,  if  I am  not 
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itniich  deceived,  it  is  a kind  of  continued  re- 
imitting  fever,  generally  epidemic,  and  of  a bad 
'ftamp,  very  fimilar  to  the  fchrls  Hungar'ica  juft 
now  defcribed,  and  which,  after  Heifter,  I would 
without  hefitation  clafs  among  the  malignant  ga- 
^ftric^  or  gajirico-putrid  fevers.  For,  on  invefti- 
gating  the  fymptoms,  effects,  and  caufes  of  each, 
I find  fo  great  an  affinity  betwixt  them,  that  the 
fever,  of  which  we  now  treat,  feems  to  depend 
entirely  upon  a vitiated  ftate  of  the  chylification, 
and  a putrid  taint  of  the  blood.  Bcfides,  we  are 
alTured  by  refpedtable  authors,  that  it  is  generally 
refolved  by  a gentle  and  continued  loofenefs, 
which  is  a fymptom  almoft  peculiar  to  the  gaftric 
fevers. 

* Synonyrhs.  The  febris  petechizans  of  Stahl,  Opufc.  chymu. 
i P^yf  7“”*  P’  660.  The  febris  epidemica  petechizans  of 

the  fame,  1.  c.  p.  608.  The  qiwtidiana  continua  phlegmatica  praci- 
^ pue  a phlegmate  falfo  veterum  of  the  fame,  1.  c.  p.  621.  l"he  fe- 
bris epidemica  exanthemaiica  catarrhalis,  or  petechizans  of  Hoff- 
man, Med.  Rat.  Sy/l.  T.  4.  fe£t.  i.  c.  x.  The  febris  catarrhalis 
maligna  petechizans  of  Juncker,  1.  c.  tab.  72.  The  febris  catar- 
rhalis maligna  of  Ludwig,  Injlit.  Med.  Clin.  P.  i.  c.  1.  fub- 
fedt.  2.  § 120.  The  febris  catarrhalis  maligna  cumy  vel  ftncy 
exanthematibus  apparens  of  Ellet,  Obfrv.  de  cQg.  et  cur  morb. 
fedt.  vi.  p.  89.  Ed.  Ven.  The  febris  catarrhalis  maligna  of  Nei- 
feld,  Rat.  Med.  Part  i.  fubfeck.  vi.  p.  1 01.  The  febris  petechia- 
lisfpuria  of  Bianehini,  or  the  catarrhalis  malignay  aut  quotidiana 
continua  ferofa  aliis  of  the  fame.  Letter.  Med.  Pratic.  intorno  aW 
indole  drlle  febbri  tnaligney  Let.  iv.  p.  1 29. 

415.  But  according  to  the  diverfity  and  vio- 
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lencc  of  the  preceding  caufe?,  according  to  the 

variety  of  air,  feafons,  climate,  and 

Various  opinions.  . • rt*  • j 

conftitution,  it  aflumes  various  and 
complicated  fymptoms  ; whence  Ludwig  with  ; 
good  reafon  concluded,  that  the  fame  fever  at  one  | 
time  might  be  denominated  billons^  at  another  i 
Jiomachic^  fometimes  putrid^  or  even  petechial  fe-  | 
ver.  It  belongs,  however,  to  nothing  lefs  tlian  j 
to  the  catarrhal  fevers.  For,  although,  after  the  | 
manner  of  quotidian  catarrhal  fevers,  it  is  gene- 
rally aggravated  towards  evening,  fometimes, 
like  the  double  continued  tertian,  alternate  accef- 
fions  more  violent  in  degree  take  place.  And,  ; 
according  to  Brendelius,  who  is  fupported  by  Sau- 
vages  *,  it  is  not  always  accompanied  with  ca-  | 
tarrhal  afFeftions,  fo  as  to  receive  its  name  from  | 
that  circumftance,  but  only  fometimes,  and  par-  i 
ticiilarly  when  it  is  fucceeded  by  the  autumnal  or  i 
winter  feafon,  after  having  prevailed  fome  time. 
Whence  I imagine  it  has  happened,  that  phyfi- 
cians  of  conhderable  eminence,  from  the  circum- 
ftance of  the  catarrhal  affedions  being  fuperadded, 
though  not  always  prefent,  have  been  mifled ; rea- 
dily concluding,  as  if  thefe  conftituted  the  nature  of 
the  fever,  firft  that  it  was  catarrhal,  next  malignant 
and  epidemic,  from  the  bad  fymptoms  of  malig- 
nant fevers  which  they  difeovered  in  it.  For,  be- 
fides  the  fudden  lofs  of  ftrength,  and,  in  general,  a 
fmall  weak  pulfe,  petechia  not  unfrequently  break 
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out  iu  it ; and  it  is  not  unattended  with  the  more 
violent  fymptoms  common  to  exanthematic  com- 
plaints. But  fince,  in  general, although  in 
fome  meafure  pointed  out  by  their  fyniptoms,  do 
not  appear  in  it,  juftifying  its  being  named  pete-^ 
chial^  having  recourfe  to  a new  and  barbarous 

term,  they  have  denominated  \x  petechizans. 

* L.  c.  cl.  2.  ord.  2.  gen.  vi.  fp.  13. 

416.  Eller,  a phyfician  of  very  great  eminence, 
and  a moft  careful  obferver  of  difeafes,  has  come 
nearer  to  Ludwig’s  (415.)  opinion.  For  he  fup- 
pofes  it  to  be  a fever  of  a malignant  and  epide- 
mic kind  ; and  he  afcribes  to  it  all  the  fymp- 
toms belonging  to  other  malignant  fevers.  Nay, 
he  confefles  that  he  has  obferved  in  it  all  kinds  of 
exanthematous  eruptions,  fnch  as  the  miliary 
eruption,  both  of  the  red  and  white  kind,  pellu- 
cid veficles,  as  well  as  pcticular.  He  therefore 
does  not  confider  it  as  fubjedl  to  one  kind  of 
exanthematous  eruption  only,  entitling  it  to  the 
name  oi petcchizajis ; but,  on  the  contrary,  that  it  is 
a kind  of  fever,  comprehending  almoft  all  the  other 
fpecies  of  malignant  fevers.  Be  this  as  it  may, 
it  is  not  my  defign  to  inveftigate  their  opinions 
in  this  place  ; in  this,  however,  we  agree,  that  the 
fever  in  qiieftion  differs  widely  from  the  catarrhal 
bne,a  fadtwhich  was  well  kru-wn  to Bianchini, late- 
ly profeffor  of  the  pndticc  at  Padua  It  will  not 
appear  rafh,  therefore,  if  I expunge  it  from  the 
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fpecies  of  catarrhal  fevers,  and  believe,  if  It  be- 
longs to  any  genus  of  fevers  in  particular,  that  it 
comes  under  the  head  of  the  malignant  gajlric  /e- 
‘l)ers^  or  gajlrico-piitrid^  as  well  as  the  epidemic 
and  contagions  ones,  as  we  have  already  re- 
tnarked. 

* L.  c. 


417.  The  fymptoins  and  caufes  are  the  fame 
which  we  have  already  remarked  in  the  malig- 
nant fevers,  efpecially  the  gaftric 
”c?ufTs!  ones,  but  chiefly  akin  to  thofe 
which  more  frequently  occur  in  the 
fchris  Hungarica.  Thofe  which  are  efteemed,  as 
it  were,  peculiar  to  it,  are  anginous  affcdlions, 
aphthae  in  the  throat,  pain  of  the  joints  and 
back,  long  watching,  delirium,  tremors  of  the 
nerves,  dejedtion  of  mind  and  body,  vertigo, 
difficulty  of  breathing,  fainting,  naufea,  vomit- 
ing, loofencls,  and  the  like.  Sauvages  lays  fo 
much  ftrefs  on  the  anginous  aflfedtions  in  this 
fever,  that  he  has  without  hefitation  fet  down 


the  epidemic,  malignant,  ulcerous,  and  putrid  an- 
ginas, deferibed  by  Foreft,  Riverius,  and  others, 
as  fynonyms  of  this  fever.  But  according  as  a 
gaftric  colluvies,  or  malignant,  epidemic,  or  con- 
tagious miafma,  in  fome  mcafure  corrupting  the 
blood,  prevails  in  this  fever,  the  plan  of  cure 
ought  to  be  twofold.  In  the  former  cafe,  the 
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moft  fuitabie  is  what  we  have  already  Ihewn 
■ ought  to  be  employed  with  refpedt  ^ 
to  the  gaftric  fevers  ; in  the  latter, 

, after  moderate  and  cautious  bleeding,  and  gentle 
vomiting,  antifeptics  and  gentle  diaphoretics 
complete  the  cure.  But  in  each  kind,  the  fim- 
pleft  and  mildeft  method  of  cure  is  necelTary,  and 
preferable  to  more  decided  pradtice.  For  we 
learn  by  experience,  that  in  fuch  fevers,  phylir. 
dans  have  often  dfedlcd  more  by  delay  than  ac- 
tivity. 


SOISIE  OTHER  AMPHIIViERINiE  of  SAUVAGES. 

V 418.  It  remains  for  me  to  add  to  the  continued 
quotidians  already  deferibed,  many 
other  fpccies,  which  I obferve  refer-  ^Tre^fxsmir.cd  " 
red  by  Sauvages  to  this  genus  of 
fevers.  But  of  twenty  fpecies,  which  have  been 
eftabliihed  by  him,  not  a few  differ  from  the  con- 
tinued quotidians  of  the  remittent  clafs,  and  feem 
to  belong  either  to  intermitting  fevers,  or  to 
the  compound  ones,  or,  even  though  they  did 
belong  to  the  amphimerina^  or  rather  to  the  car 
ihcmcrina^  as  they  are  called  by  the  ancients  (^), 
and  particularly  Pliny,  they  may  cafily  be  brought 
under  the  head  of  the  fpecies  which  I have  eniH 
merated,  as  diftindions,  cr  varieties  of  them, 
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For  the  ampbimcrina  epiala  (^),  the  amphtmtrlna 
fyncopalis  (c),  the  ampbimerina  cardiaca  {d)y  the 
amphtnierina  bumorofa  the  ampbimerina  pbri- 
codcs  {f)y  the  ampbimerina  fingultuofa  [g)y  and, 
laftly,  the  ampbemerina  fpajmodicdy  and  ampbime- 
rina  pbrenitica  {/>),  have  been  improperly  refer- 
red to  the  clafs  of  remittents,  lince,  in  their  na- 
ture, they  are  intermittents,  or  arife  from  them, 
moft  of  them  belonging  to  the  perniciofcE  comitatecy 
or  fuhcontintiee  of  Torti.  Thus  the  ampbimerina 
hemitritaus  (/),  as  alfo  the  ampbimerina  pfeudo-bc’- 
mitritaus  (/j,  arc  more  properly  clalTed  with  the 
compound  or  complicated  fevers,  or  the  triteeo- 
pbyae  duplices.  With  refped  to  the  ampbimerina 
paludofa  (m)y  the  ampbimerina  biliofa  [n)  ; thefe 
undoubtedly  partake  of  the  nature  of  the  putrid 
and  malignant  gajlric  fever^  of  which  mention 
has  been  already  made  at  confiderable  length.  I 
am  inclined  likewife  to  refer  to  the  gaftric  fever 
the  ampbimerina  peripneumonica  (o),  but  only 
when  combined  with  the  inflammatory  diathe- 
fis.  For  the  peripneumony,  obferved  in  it,  was 
a fymptom  of  the  gaftric  fever,  obferving  the 
type  of  the  double  continued  quotidian.  Enough, 
then,  of  the  continued  quotidians,  or  amphime- 
rina? ; it  remains  for  us  to  explain  the  continued 
tertian. 

(«)  See  Galen,  comment.  3.  in  prim,  epidem.  Hippocratis, 
where,  he  obfei^-es,  that  quotidian  fevers,  which  do  not  inter- 
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"mit,  are  called  ^ and  thofe  which  have  an  apyrcxia, 

» Kuiprifttfiftt ; contrary  to  the  acceptation  of  the  word,  according 
to  Sauvages.  Thefe  two  words,  however,  may  be  employed 
in  the  fame  fenfe  at  pleafure.  (b)  Sp.  2.  which  feems  to  be  of 
. the  genus  of  perniciofa  deferibed  by  Torti.  (t)  Sp.  3.  is  tlic 
tertiana  dttplex  permdi^a  comitata  of  the  fame,  {d)  Sp.  4.  (<?) 

‘Sp.  5.  (/)  Sp.  6.  is  the  algida  of  Torti  j which,  however, 

; differs  widely  from  that  of  Marcellus  Donatus,  with  which  it 
i is  confounded  by  Sauvages  in  this  place  ; for  that  which  Sau- 
ivages  adduces  from  the  Hyi.  mirab.  1.  5.  c.  4.  of  Marcellus  Do- 
tnatus,  was  fymptomatic,  having  arifen  from  mortal  wounds 
iin  the  head,  and  altogether  diftindi  from  the  algida  of  Torti. 
((g)  Sp.  12.  here  the  continued  and  malignant  fever  of  Riverius 
[{Centur.  l.olferv.  47,  and  centur.  3.  obferv.  78.)  is  fet  down  as 
. a fynonym.  Concerning  the  firft,  it  does  not  appear  from 
the  defeription,  whether  it  was  a continued  quotidian,  or  an 
intermitting  fever.  But  if  it  really  was  a continued  fever, 
it  appears  to  me  certainly  to  have  been  a gaftric  one, 
combined  with  an  inflammatory  diathefis.  The  other,  again, 
was  not  a continued  amphimerinay  but  the  intermitting  cho- 
leric tertian  of  Torti,  i.  e.  a perniciofa  comitata.  {Id)  Sp.  1 5. 
is  deferibed  in  the  diarium  of  Vandermond,  an.  1 757,  p.  97.  and 
was  treated  with  the  Peruvian  bark.  It  muft,  therefore,  be  re- 
ferred to  the  intermitting  fevers  named  pernicious,  (i)  Sp.  1 7. 
here  he  quotes  Mercatus  on  tertian  fever.  But  Mercatus  aferibes 
to  the  pernicious  tertian  the  phrenitis  (prima  tertian/e  perniciofa: 
differentia  D.J.  But  the  tertian  is  then  an  intermitting  fever, 
whether  it  be  Ample  or  doubly.  (/)  Sp.  7.  belongs  to  the  com- 
pofitdy  or  complicatte.  (m)  Sp.  8.  this  alfo  comes  under  the 
fame  defeription,  or  belongs  to  the  double  triuophyay  bccaufe 
Sauvages  confounds  it  with  the  double  continued  tertian  of  Werl- 
hof : it  is  therefore  not  an  amphimerina.  («)  Sp.  1 8.  (0) 

Sp.  20.  (p)Sp.  14. 
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THE  CONTINUED  TERTIAN*,  ANDCAUSUSf. 

419.  As  the  continued  quotidian  fuffers  an 
exacerbation  daily,  fo  does  the  continued  tertian 
every  other  day,  being  attended  with  a fimilar 
remiflion,  but  never  attaining  an 
-'.h'i'lt'S..'’'  intei-mlffion.  In  this  fever  the 
acceflions  are  preceded  neither  by 
Ihivering,  nor  rigor,  nor  remarkable  cold, 
except  the  firft  or  fecond  one,  which  gene- 
rally commence  with  cold  or  Ihivering.  Nor 
does  fweat  break  out  during  the  remiffions,  un- 
lefs  very  feldom  ; and,  if  it  ever  does,  it  is  very 
Ilight,  irregularly  diffufed,  difficult,  and  for  the 
mod;  part  affords  no  relief,  the  difeafe  being  dill  j 
imperfedlly  formed  ; or,  as  more  frequently  hap-  i 
pens,  it  breaks  forth  at  an  unfeafonable  time,  and  : 
during  the  progrefs  of  the  paroxyfms,  without 
alleviating  the  complaint.  By  which  peculia- 
rities it  is  diftinguiflied  from  the  intermitting  er- 
tian. 

* Synonyms.  The  iriiaophya  of  Sauvages,  cL  2.  crd. 

1.  gen.  vii.  The  tertiana  inUrpoJtta  rtmijjione  tantumy  or  the 
teriiana  of  Cullen,  gen.  tnorb.  cl.  i.  ord.  1.  gfti.  >•  h.  The  tn- 
t£us  of  Liiinffius,  gen.  tnorb.  ii.  criiici  Hi.  cxacerbant  gen.  mot  b. 
xxi.  The  iritaoph\es  febris  of  Gortcr,  Prax.  pud.  fyjl.  1.  3. 
tit.  4.  200.  commonly  the  continued  tertian. 

-}■  The ardens  periodica  of  Rlverius,  Defeb.  putr.  cap.  I.  The 
caufos  of  Hippocrates,  Epid.  iii.  feB.  3.  (a).  The  caufusy  ox  ftr 
bris  ardens  of  Galen,  Comment.  Hi-  in  Epid.  Hip.  1.  3. 
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(a)  I have  already  (par.  55.  note  *)  menrioned  an  opinion  of 
ILc  Roy,  who  contends,  that  Hippocrates  (in  Hiji.  i.  feB.  iii. 
i 1.  3.  epid.)  has  employed  the  name  caufosy  not  to  denote  any  pe- 
(culiar  fever,  but  to  exprels  any  very  acute  and  fatal  one.  But 
I had  he  attended  to  the  obfervations  which  Hippocrates  makes 
iin  the  defeription  of  the  third  epidemic  conftitution  of  the 
I fame  book,  he  wouhl  probably  have  changed  his  opinion.  For 
iFor  in  that  part  of  his  work  the  following  paffage  oc- 
tcurs:  “ The  nature  of  the  ardent  fevers  was  this  : The  pa- 
itients  from  the  beginning  were  comatofe,  anxious,  affecTted 
' with  fhivering,  the  fever  was  acute,  they  were  not  very  thir- 
1 By,  nor  delirious.  There  was  little  difeharge  from  the  nofe, 

I exacerbations  occurred  on  moft  of  the  even  days.  During 
'which  lofs  of  memory,  refolution  of  the  ftrength,  and  lofs  of 
' voice  were  experienced.  The  extremities  of  their  hands  and  feet 
’ were  always  fomewhat  cold,  efpecially  during  the  exacerbations: 

: and  they  again  llowly,  but  imperfectly,  recovered  their  heat, 

: fenfe,  and  fpeech.”  And  in  epid.  i.  Jiat.  iii.  he  ftems  to  fpeak 
: ftill  more  clearly  : “ When,  therefore,  the  ardent  levers  be- 
; gan,  it  was  implied  that  danger  was  to  be  apprehended.  The 
j patients  from  the  beginning  were  affeCted  with  acute  fever, 

1 but  little  rigor  *,  they  were  wakeful,  bore  their  fulFerings  with 
I difficulty ; there  was  thirft,  little  fweat  on  the  forehead  and 
ffioulders,  and  none  over  the  reft  of  the  body  •,  they  were  ex- 
tremely delirious,  and  alTeCled  with  fear  and  defpondency ; 
the  diftant  parts  of  the  body,  as  the  extremities  of  the  feet  and 
hands,  were  coldifn  ; paroxyfms  occurred  on  the  even  days  ; 
the  uncafinefs  of  the  patients  was  generally  greateft  on  the 
fourth  day,  and  the  cold  fwcats  of  longeft  continuaiKC  ; nor 
did  the  extremities  afterwards  recover  their  heat,  but  remained 
livid  and  coldifti ; they  had  no  thirft  *,  dieir  urine  w'as  black, 
thin,  and  fparing  j nor  was  any  blood  difeharged  from  tl>e 
nofe ; nor  did  a return  of  health  take  place  in  any  of  thofe, 
in' whom  fuch  fymptoms  occurred,  with  a flight  difeharge  of 
blood  from  the  nofe,  but  they  were  carried  off  in  a fweat,  on 
the  fixth  day. 

VoL.  II,  j 
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420.  It  fometimes  happens  that  fuch  accef- 
fions  return  not  every  other  day,  but  daily  ; one 
day,  however,  more  fevere,  aiio- 


J 


ther  lefs  fo,  in  fuch  a maimer,  that 
both  in  the  hour  of  attack  and  inten- 


fity  of  their  courfe,  they  are  every  other  day  fi- 
milar  to  each  other,  if  not  quite  the  fame.  But 
the  more  fevere  ones  do  not  always  occur  on  the 
unequal  days,  as  is  commonly  fuppofed  ; for  the 
fame  tiling  happens  on  the  even  days,  and  is 
cftcemed  to  be  an  unfavourable  fymptom  by  Hip- 
pocrates. Hence,  from  fuch  courfes  being  daily 
run,  it  is  named  double  continued  tertian.  Each 
of  thefe  kinds,  or  both  the  fimple  and  double,  arc 
fometimes  named  by  the  particular  term  tritao- 

though  this  name  feems  more 
applicable  to  thofe  continued  quoti- 
dians, which  are  aggravated  at  each 
acceflion  with  cold  or  fluveringf,  in  the  fame 
manner  as  intermittents,  efpecially  fuch  as  arc 
called  fuhlntrantes,  (71.  102.  12S.  , between  which 
and  the  tritxophyos  there  certainly  is  a confiderable 
affinity,  in  refpedl  to  their  period,  and  the  fhiver- 
ing,  rigor,  or  cold,  with  which  they  are  attended  ; 
although  they  differ  widely  in  their  origin,  effence, 
and  the  danger  accompanying  them. 

* Sauvages  Nofol.  cl.  2.  ord.  2.  gcn.  vli. 

t Raym.  Jo.  Fortis  de  febrib.  p.  91.  who  diftinguiflied  the 
tritxophyt  from  continued  tertians,  bccaufc  the  acceffions  ia 
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r-flie  latter  are  repeated  with  fhivering,  and  in  tlie  former  with- 
out it.  But  fuch  fliiverings  feem  to  have  a double  origin  ; 
either  from  the  inflammatory  diathefis,  with  which  they  are  oc- 
I cafionally  combined,  or  from  a putrid  depravation  of  the  chyle 
■ in  the  prinut  via,  as  more  frequently  happens. 

421.  Howfoever  they  are  named,  they  pro- 
ceed after  the  manner  of  continued 

1 r ■ r n.  r 

remittents,  and  are  10  m lact  rrom  ter  from  t»>e 

....  , , , . I'ubintrantes. 

the  beginning  ; nor  do  they  derive 
their  origin  from  intermittents,  that  have  degene- 
rated into  the  continued  form,  like  the  fiihin- 
trantes  or fubconthiiia.  At  the  begin- 

c . r ^ ir  1 The  fymptoms. 

ning  01  the  hts  the  puUe  becomes 
fomewhat  lower  and  quicker ; the  urine  is  thin, 
and  for  the  moft  part  watery  ; at  the  increafe  of 
the  fever  it  is  thick,  attended  with  a fuller,  fre- 
quent, ftrong  pulfe,  which,  as  the  fit  is  drawing 
to  a clofe,  (which  generally  happens  in  the  morn- 
ing), heats  with  greater  calmnefs,  and  becomes 
lower,  but  without  being  attended  with  any, 
or  at  leaft  very  little,  fweat ; nor  does  the 
urine  depofite  the  lateritious  fediment,  a fymp- 
tom  generally  prefent  in  intermitting  fevers. 
But  the  rcmiffions  hold  as  it  were  an  inter- 
mediate rank  between  thofe  of  the  fuhhitrantes 
2lvA  fubco}iti?2iia^  and  the  very  flight  or  lefs  mani- 
feft  ones  of  continejit  fevers.  They  are  generallv 
attended  with  acrid  heat,  a bitter  tahe,  occa- 

I 2 
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fionally  at  the  beginning  vomking  v 
whCntmed'bi-^'  of  bile,  at  the  increafe  and  height  > 
of  the  fit  fuccecded  by  billons  diar- 
rhoea, thirft,  watching,  and  the  other  fymptoms 
of  acute  fevers.  They  are  generally  fuppofed  to 
arife  from  bilious  acrimony  of  the  blood,  or  from 
vitiation  of  the  bile  itfelf,inte61;ing  the  whole  of  the 
fluids.  Hence  they  are  named  by  moft  phyficians 
tritaophya^  or  bilious  continued  tertians.  But  it  is  : 
confiflent  with  reafon,  to  fuppofe  the  prevalence 
particularly  of  an  alhalefcent  and  warm  acrimony  ' 
in  them,  by  which  the  folids  are  violently  irrita- 
ted, and  the  fluids  very  fpeedily  lofc  the  gluten 
by  which  they  cohere.  To  that  caufe,  probably, 
ought  to  be  referred,  excefs  of  the  igneous  prin- 
ciple, or  fome  fuch  other  dilTolving  principle.  1 
422.  But  when  burning  heat,  and  unquench- 
able thirft,  occur  in  this  fever*,  it  is  then  m 
particular  called  or  febrts  ar- 

When  it  is  called  ^ perwdica.  In  this  fpecies,  to 

the  Other  fymptoms  are  generally 


fuperadded,  a dry,  rough,  black  tongue  ; red, 
tiery  urine  ; headach  ; watchfulnefs  ; delirium  ; 
anxiety  ; difficult,  frequent,  and  weak  respira- 
tion : and  warm  breath  ; and  it  is  almoft  an  inva- 
riable fymptom,  that  the  fever  is  aggravated  only 
every  other  day,  like  the  fimple  continued  ter- 
tian. And  it  is  particularly  hoftile  to  young 
people  of  the  chpleric  temperament,  and  of  a ro- 


©F  REMITTENT  FEVERS.  I33 

buft  habit  ; after  exceffive  exercife,  efpeclally  in 
the  fummer ; when  travelling,  expofed  to  the 
fun’s  rays  ; or  fuch  as  are  addicted  to  immode- 
rate labour,  or  any  kind  of  heating  mode  of 
living.  Wc  arc  told  by  SauVagcs,  that  the  cau- 
fiis,  both  at  firft,  during  its  increafe  and  at  its 
height,  is  diftinguifhed  from  the  bilious  tertian^ 
{42  1.),  by  the  belly  being  bound,  or  at  lead  not 
loofe  ; but  that,  after  taking  the  turn,  the  belly 
becomes  relaxed,  and  that  critically  ; as  this  fpe- 
cies  of  caufus  is  capable  of  concodtion,  and,  on 
the  concodlion  being  finiflied,  is  terminated  by 
critical  evacuations.  But  in  the  fpecies  of  caufus 
defcribed  by  Hippocratesf,  “ in  mod  indances  the 
bowels  were  difordered  with  crude,  copious,  and 
thin  dools.”  It  is,  therefore,  by  no  means  an 
uniform  mark,  that  the  belly  in  the  caufus  is 
bound,  or,  at  lead,  there  are  authors  Vvho  agree 
in  opinion  with  Raym.  Jo.  Fortis  :{;,  that  fuch  an 
ardent  fever  is  extremely  apt  to  pafs  into  the  col- 
liquative kind,  as  he  himfelf  calls  it,  and  that  this  is 
known  by  crude,  liquid,  pure,  frothy,  fetid,  fatty, 
and  bilious  dools  fupervening  on  the  fourth  day, 
without  proving  ot  any  fervice,  or  critical ; but, 
about  the  feventh  day,  by  unufually  copious 
urine,  on  the  furface  of  which  the  melted  fat 
fwims ; and,  ladly,  by  hidden  and  univcrfal 
emaciation. 

* Galen  himfelf  (^loc.  cit.)  thinks  thefe  two  fymptoms  pe- 
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culiar  to  the  caufns,  namely,  “ infatiable  third,  and  burning 
heat.” 

f L.  iii.  epid.  dat.  iii. 

J De  fcbrib.  p.  318. 

423.  But  thecaufiis  is  not  derived  merely  from 
one  caufe.  It  occafionally  happens,  that  the  caultis- 

arifes  from  bile  ftagnating  in  the  gall- 
SraSieT.:  bladder,  and  in  a date  of  comip- 
tion,  or  being  effufed  into  the  duo- 
denum, or  from  other  vitiations  of  the  condition 
of  the  priTUiT  via.  In  that  cafe,  the  putrid  bile, 
or  colluvies  in  the  ftomach,  not  only  infedts  and 
corrupts  the  blood  itfclf,  but  excites  and  relaxes 
the  belly.  Hence  arifes  a very  ardent  fever,  at- 
tended with  very  fetid  loofenefs,  of  various  ap- 
pearance. The  ftools  are  then  black,  green,  yel- 
low, reddifh,  partly  liquid,  partly  folid,  and 
tenacious.  When  that  happens, 
coraUs  Qwefii^y  calls  it  ardc7is  excremen- 
titia^  or  Jiercoralis^  and  acritic,  as 
not  rcquiiing  concoction  j by  us  it  is  denomi- 
nated gajiric  or  bilious. 

424.  Laltly,  there  is  another  fpecies  of  caufus., 
which  is  attended  with  a diarrhoea,  not  occafioned 

by  bile  alone,  or  fordes  *in  the  fto- 
mach,  nor  by  a putrid  diflblmion  of 
""  the  blood,  but  by  the  Infiammatioa 

of  foiTie  vilcus  combined  with  thefe,  either  irri- 
tating the  inteftines,  or  caufing  a flow  of  hu- 
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jimours  to  them.  This  fpccies  was  firft  obferved 
'^by  Vales  * and  Balloni  f,  phyficians  of  great  aii- 
Itthority  and  very  extenfive  practice,  by  whom  we 
.are  told,  that  in  fuch  a cafe  the  inteftines,  or 
imefentery,  or  liver,  or  ftomach,  are  affected  with 
iinflammation,  as  eryfipelas,  and  that  this  appears 
ffrom  the  hardnefs,  fwelling,  or  tenfion,  pain, 
.and  remarkable  heat  of  the,,  feat  of  the  morbid 
’vifcus.  But  if,  in  this  complaint, 

1 there  is  a burning  heat  internally, 

’while  the  external  parts,  at  leaft  the  extremities, 
.are  affefted  with  coldnefs,  the  caujus  obtains  the 
;name  of  lipyria. 

* in.  epid.  I.  f Confil.  31.  I.  2. 

425.  The  remarks  to  be  found  in  the  works 
I of  authors,  concerning  the  prognofis 
and  cure  of  thcfe  fevers,  may  feem  to  c^'iSLXSim. 
be  not  only  different,  but,  unlefs  they 
are  properly  adapted  to  each  fpecies,  even  contra- 
didory.  The  following  obfervations  of  Hippo- 
crates ought  to  be  confidered  c Whatever  fe- 
vers, not  intermitting  ones,  are  aggravated  on 
‘ the  third  day,  are  more  dangerous  *.  Fevers 
approaching  ncareft  to  tertians,  attended  with 
‘‘  perpetual  toffing,  are  malignant  f.  The  bilious 
“ fever,  when  jaundice  fupervenes  with  rigor  before 
“the  feventh  day,  is  refolved  by  it ; but  when  it 

“ comes  on  unfeafonably,  and  is  not  attended  with 
“ rigor,  it  is  fatal 

I4 


OF  REMITTENT  FEVERS. 


j.^r> 

* Apli.  43.  fedt.  iv.  & Ixii.  fed},  vin.  coac.  116.  ! 

f Coac.  33.  j 

:f  Hipp.  de  vidl.  acut.  n.  54. 

426.  With  refpedl  to  (he  caujr^  gx  ardait fevers^ 
it  they  be  genuine  and  pure^  they  are  not  of  great  < 
duration  ; for  their  violent  fymp- 

The  caufuSjOr  ]c-  / 1 

gitimate  ic  ipu-  toms  cannot  be  long  borne.  They  ' 
rious  ardent  fev.  „ . , 1 r 

are  generally  terminated  on  the  ie- 

venth  day  ; fometimes  on  the  ninth,  eleventh, 
or  fourteenth.  Such  as  exceed  that  period  are 
named  fptirlous.  But,  according  to  Sennert,  they 
are  all  dangerous,  and  the  more  fo 
marksTnS£  tl^c  morc  they  recede  from  the 
natural  condition  ; and  vice  verfa. 
Galen*  is  of  opinion,  that  if  an  old  man  is  at-  ] 
tacked  with  ardent  fever,  it  proves  fatal  ; and  I • 
believe  that  it  really  is  the  cafe.  In  the  ardent  ’ 
fever,  if  the  patient  does  not  complain  of  thirft,  : 
while  the  tongue  is  parched,  it  is  a dangerous  ' 
fymptom  ; for  it  is  a proof  that  he  is  either  in  a 
flate  of  delirium,  or  is  become  infenfible.  Like- 
wife,  black  urine,  as  well  as  that  which  is  thin 
and  crude,  denotes  an  unfavourable  event.  Vo- 
miting and  loofenefs  fupervening  after  concoflion 
on  the  critical  day,  may  be  ranked  among  the  fa- 
hitary  marks  ; but  if  they  occur  before  concoc- 
tion, a fatal  event  is  indicated  f.  In  ardent  fevers, 
as  Baglivi  obferves,  copying  after  Hippocrates 
if  jaundice  and  hiccup  happen  on  the  fifth  day. 
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it  is  a fatal  fymptom.  R.igors  alfo  occafionally 
fupervene  in  this  fever  ; in  confeqncnce  of 
which  Hippocrates  has  written  ; “ When  rigor 
” fiipervenes  in  ardent  fever,  a folution  takes 
“ place  II . Blit  that  rigor  ought  to  come  on  at 
“ the  lieight  of  the  complaint,  after  the  fymptoms 
“ of  concodlion,  attended  v;i:h  a full,  foft,  and 
“ ftrong  pulfe,  and  ought  to  ceafe  on  the  body’s 
“ regaining  its  heat,  in  order  to  be  reckoned  falu- 
“ tary  ; For  it  is  generally  fucceeded  by  a critical 
“ fweai.  On  the  other  hand,  it  it  comes  on 
“ while  the  difeafe  is  yet  crude,  and  the  pulfe 
“ languid,  and  the  body  does  not  quickly  grow 
“ warm  again,  nor  the  flrength  of  the  pulfe  re- 
“ vive,  tlie  patient  will  certainly  fink  under  it. 
“ Danger  is  likewife  indicated  by  flight  tremors, 
“ and  green  vomiting,  which  is  pronounced  to 
be  fatal  in  the  coacis  pranotlones  But  Sen- 
nert  has  fummed  up  the  fymptoms  of  a favour- 
able event  in  the  following  words  : “ It  is  a 
“ good  fign  if  the  patient  bears  the  complaint  with 
“ eafe  ; if  the  fymptoms  are  not  violent  ; if  his 
“ refpiration  is  free  ; if  he  feels  no  inward  pain  ; 
“ if  he  enjoys  fleep,  and  is  refrefhed  by  it ; if  his 
“ body  is  uniformly  warm  and  foft ; if  his  tongue 
“ is  not  dry  ; if  his  urine  is  natural.  But  if, 
“ after  the  appearance  of  fymptoms  of  concoc- 
“ tion,  together  with  returning  ftrength,  a copious 
“ hsemorrhage  from  the  nofe  takes  place  on  the 
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“ critical  day,  witliout  doubt  the  patient  will  re- 
“ cover  * Ardent  fevers  of  this  kind  are  often 
rcfolvcd  by  fweats,  and  abfcelfes  of  the  external 
parts ; but  more  frequently,  as  has  been  already 
noticed,  by  vomiting,  loofenefs,  or  hsemorrhage. 
But  the  other  fpccies  of  caufiis,  which  we  have 
called  gaftric,  if  its  fomes  is  quickly  removed,  is 
attended  with  mucli  lefs  danger,  although,  on 
account  of  the  rifk  of  inflammation  being  pre- 
fent,  it  is  not  void  of  danger.  But  the  ardent 
fever,  which  arilcs  from  internal  inflammation, 
becaufe,  as  generally  being  of  an  eryfipelatous 
kind,  it  readily  pafl'es  into  gangrene,  ought  to  oc- 
cafion  great  apprehenfion,  efpecially  w'hen  it  has 
attained  the  height  of  a lipyr’uu 

* In  Hipp.  aph.  14.  fc£t.  i.  f Swieten  in  Boerh.  f 741. 

Brax.  med.  1.  i.  cap.  de  iAero  ilav.  ex  Hip:  de  Jud.  n.  8. 

II  Aph.  58.  fciSI.  iv.  § N.  62.  **  De  febr.  1.  2.  c.  12.  p.  61. 


CURE. 


427.  In  the  continued  tertian,  (419.  to  420.), 
if  it  is  violent,  as  it  generally  is,  and  acute, 
accompanied  with  great  heat,  at  the 
^eiy  comminenccment,  or,  at  far- 
theft,  at  its  incrcafe,  blood  muft  be 
drawn  from  the  arm,  in  a quantity 
proportioned  to  the  patient’s  ftrength.  But 
when  the  difeafe  is  farther  advanced,  it  is  not 
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let  with  fafety  becaul'e  in  that  cale  there  is  fre- 
quently a tendency  in  the  blood  to  colliqualioii  ; 
nay,  it  Is  frequently  already  in  that  ftate,  on  ac- 
count of  liaving  acquired  a degree  of  alkaUfcence. 
At  the  fame  time,  if  fymptoms  of  abundant  vi- 
tiated chyle  betray  themfelves,  there  is  then  occa- 
fion  to  employ  purging,  which  fomc  propofe  after 
bleeding,  and  wuth  jullice,  if  excedive  plethora 
be  prefent.  But  the  medicines,  by  which  purging 
is  effeded,  ought  to  be  fubacid  and  refrigerant. 
When,  how’cver,  fuch  matter  does 
not  abound,  it  is  evident  that  pur-  expeded. 
ging  Is  not  to  be  employed  till  after 
the  concoftion  has  taken  place.  The  concoction 
is  promoted  by  tempering,  diluent,  and  fubacid 
remedies.  But  when  nature  does  not,  of  her 
own  accord,  attempt  the  evacuation  of  the  con- 
coCted  matter,  Galen  and  many  others  advife  the 
exciting  of  it,  by  giving  abundance  of  cold  water 
to  drink. 

* Swieten  in  Boerh.  § 743. 

428.  Cold  water,  or  even  that  which  is  ice- 
cold,  is  much  better  adapted  to  the 
firft  fpecies  of  caufus^  (422.),  if  the  ^coid”wate?  uf 
patient  be  young,  the  feafon  and  caufus. 

climate  warm,  if  he  be  of  the  choleric  tempera- 
irient,  and  his  ftrength  fuflicient,  while  no  phleg- 
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monic  inliammation,  or  remarkable  obftrudiioii 
ot  Jtlie  vii'cera,  oppofes  its  ufe-  The  moft  eligible 
time  for  giving  the  cold  water,  is  faid  to  be  at  the 
height  of  the  complaint,  although,  on  urgent  oc- 
calions,  it  may  likewife  be  drunk  as  the  fever  is 
incrcafmg.  As  much  water  is  u- 
fually  preferibed  to  be  drunk,  as 
the  patient  can  take  gradually.  The 
fafer  plan  appears  to  be,  to  give  fix  or  eight 
ounces  every  half-hour  ; thus  fupporting  the  pa- 
tient on  water  alone,  without  any  other  aliment, 
for  feveral  days,  till  the  difeafe  undergoes  a 
crifis.  In  the  mean  time,  fweat  ought  to  be 
avoided  as  much  as  poflible,  taking  off  the 
bed-cloaths  with  caution,  if  it  be  necelfary, 
and  admitting  the  cool  air  ; altliough  I do  not 
fee  why  fweating  ought  always  to  be  checked 
when  the  difeafe  is  going  off,  and  favourable 
fymptoms  of  concodlion  appear.  But  patients 
are  to  be  gradually  accuflomed  to  this  drink  ; for 
fome  can  hardly  bear  it,  on  account  of  the  fpaf- 
modic  conftri<flions  that  take  place  internally  ; 
and  the  coldnefs  of  the  water  muft  be  gradually 
and  cautioufly  increafed.  But  in  the  warmer  cli- 
mates, as  in  the  kingdom  of  Naples,  Sicily,  Spain, 
and  elfewhere,  they  employ  this  remedy  in  a 
more  decifive  manner,  employing  it  generally  in 
moft  difeafes,  without  paying  much  attention  to 


OF  REMITTENT  FEVERS. 


I4I 


I the  precepts  of  the  ancients  in  this  refpe«St.  This 
■ is  named  the  dlata  aquea. 

429.  But  in  the  other  fpecies  of  caufus^  (423«), 
fmce,  on  account  of  the  putrid  caufe,  ' 
there  is  realon  to  apprehend  the  pre-  cond  caufus. 
fence  of  inflammation,  and  of  con- 
fiderable  danger,  in  the  parts  in  which  the  vitia- 
ted bile,  or  redundant  excrements,  are  lodged  ; 
it  is  neceflary  firfl  to  let  blood,  next  to  purge  the 
belly,  or  excite  vomiting  ; and  to  do  this  alter- 
nately, that  the  difeafe  may  not  be  rendered  more 
obftinate  or  dangerous,  by  the  too  long  retention 
of  the  corrupted  matter.  Whey, 
with  cream  of  tartar,  in  fuch  quan- 
tity  as  feems  heft  calculated  for  the  patient,  taken 
to  confiderable  extent,  or  decoction  of  tamarinds, 
is  to  be  preferred.  It  proves  laxative  and  tem- 
pering, refills  the  alkalefcetice^  cleanfes  and  eva- 
cuates the  bowels.  Fomentations  applied  to  the 
belly,  aiTift  the  effedt  of  the  laxatives.  Clyfters 
of  the  fame  whey,  with  the  addition  of  lenitive 
eledluary,  or  the  fal  cathart.  amar.  frequently 
thrown  in,  draw  off  the  material  caufe,  without 
Injury.  Tartar  emetic,  diluted  with  water,  and 

taken  at  feparate  intervals,  after 
I 1 T 11  r 1 • Vomiting, 

bleeding,  on  the  day  or  the  inter- 

mifiion,  produces  an  evacuation,  by  the  mouth 

and  anus,  of  the  fomes  of  the  difeafe,  and  is 

fafer  and  even  better  than  cathartics,  when  re- 
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markable  putrefadion,  or  an  epidemy,  or  malig- 
nant miafina,  or  very  violent  fymptoms,  require 
the  fpeedy  evacuation  of  the  bile,  or  gaftric  collu- 
vies. 

430.  But  when  inflammation,  affeding  any 
of  the  abdominal  vifcera,  occafions  the  ardent  . 

fever,  as  in  the  third  fpecies,  (424.), 
?pecieL'?c3uS  all  thofe  things  are  improper  which 

caufe  violent  purging.  In  their  j 
place,  after  ufing  repeated  bleeding,  femicubium,  | 
and  emollient  fomentations,  and  very  bland  laxa-  i 
tives,  may  be  employed.  Likewife  whey,  and  frefh  i 
lintfced-oil,  or  thebeft  oil  of  olives,  or  of  the  Ri-  ! 
ciniis  Amcricanue,  or  any  other  which  is  not  apt 
to  become  rancid,  are  recommended  with  the  ^ 
view  of  very  fpeedily  and  gently  drawing  off  any  , 
putrid  colliivics,  left,  if  retained,  it  fliould  rea- 
der the  inflammation,  already  malignant  from  its 
])ad  condition,  prone  to  gangrene.  With  regard 
to  the  remaining  parts  of  the  cure,  the  commen- 
tary  on  inflammation  may  occafionally  be  con- 
fulted.  Laftly,  in  each  of  thefe  fpecies  of  conti- 
nued tertian,  (419*  4^4*)5 

ought  to  be  fuch  as  is  employed  in  other  acute 
difeafes,  namely,  weak,  watery,  and  refrigerant ; 
but  the  air  of  the  chamber  in  which  the  patients 
lie,  ought  to  be  fo  me  what  cold  and  moift.  For 

Van  Svvicten  very  juftly  remarks, 
Coouir  .cquintc.  ^Iceding,  clyfters,  and  the  other 
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expedients  of  art,  are  fcarcely  adequate  to  allay 
the  heat  and  excefTive  violence  of  the  fever,  with- 
out the  additional  affiftance  of  cool  air  *. 

* In  Boerh.  §610. 

t 

431.  But  before  finifhing  my  account  of  the 
continued  tertians  and  the  tritaeo- 
phyae,  it  is  proper  to  obferv’^e,  that,  ^ l*ng 'to'^thr"ea- 
whether  they  be  fimple  or  double, 
they  vaiy  much,  according  to  the 
patient’s  age  and  temperament,  and  the  feafon  of 
the  year.  Hence  fome  feem  to  be  rather  fangui- 
neous,  others  pituitous,  or  bilious ; and  the  fymp- 
toms  vary  not  a little  according  to  the  difference 
of  the  nature  of  the  fever.  Thofe 
which  attack  in  the  autumn  are  ones, 
ufually  more  fevere,  obftinate,  and 
dangerous.  They  are  fometimes  from  the  begin- 
ning combined  with  a gaftric  and  putrid  depra- 
vation of  the  chyle,  or  they  put  on  an  inflamma- 
tory appearance,  and  give  reafon  to  apprehend 
the  prefence  of  cephalitis  or  pbrenitis.  More  fre- 
quently, however,  on  account  of  the  perfpiration 
being  checked  by  cold  or  moifl  air,  they  are  com- 
bined with  coryza,  catarrh,  cough,  or  rheuma- 
tic pains,  and  rcfemble  a catarrhal  or  rheumatic 
fever.  Nay,  it  is  not  an  unfrequent 
occurrence  for  the  miliary  eruption  Themihary  erup- 

to  fupervene  on  them  after  the  four- 
teenth day,  fometimes,  alfo,  after  the  twentieth, 
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whether  k be  occafioned  by  the  miliary  fever 
being  combined  with  them,  or  by  the  depravation, 
or  impurity,  or  corruption,  of  the  lymph.  Some- 
times it  appears  critically,  fometimes  fymptoma- 
tically.  I have  obferved  the  miliary  eruption  take 
place  critically  in  the  autumnal  tritoeophya  only 
on  the  twenty-fcventh  day,  after  various  clianges 
of  the  fymptoms  and  fever,  thus  occafioning  a 
crifis  ; others  again  have  appeared  on  the  feven- 
teenth  day,  without  any  alleviation,  or  attended 
with  the  addition  of  malignant  fymptoms.  When 
fuch  complications  occur,  feme  deviation  from 
the  ulual  difpofition  of  the  fever  is  difcoverable  in 
their  progrefs. 

432.  Laft  autumn  (an.  1780)  I frequently  had 
an  opportunity  of  feeing  a great  quantity  of  black 
Blood  pafl-cd  ^^«cd,  fometimes  fluid,  fometimes 
coagulated,  palled  from  the  anus  in 
the  double  continued  tertians,  (which  then  fre- 
quently occurred  in  confequence  of  a rainy,  cold, 
and  changeable  Hate  of  the  air),  taking  place 
about  the  end  of  the  fecond  day,  or  a little  later, 
and  appearing  to  have  proceeded  fimply  from  in- 
ternal piles.  But  this  difeharge  in  no  cafe  proved 
critical.  In  all  of  them  it  was  checked  alone  by 
reft,  by  drlnl:,  acidulated  fpirit  of  vitriol,  and 
omitting  the  injections.  Such  as 
had  a headach  from  the  beginning, 
and  next  a trickling  of  biood  from 
the  nofe,  though  net  of  great  magnitude,  the  pi- 
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tuitary  membrane  remaining  fwelled,  and  a fevere 
pain  being  felt  in  the  throat,  without  remarkable 
rednefs  or  fwelling,  died  in  a ftate  of  phrenzy, 
about  the  end  of  the  third  or  fourth  week. 

433.  In  the  fummer  they  approach  more 
nearly  to  the  ardent,  bilious,  putrid, 
and  colliquative  fpecies.  But  they 
then,  in  a few  days,  fometimes  afterr 
feven,  fometimes  after  fourteen,  or  twenty,  fre- 
quently pafs  into  true  intermittents,  or  are  ren- 
dered fo  much  milder  in  their  remiffions,  as  to 
refemble  intermittents  ; whether  that  happens 
from  the  material  caufe  being  in  fome  meafure 
diminiftied,  or  from  the  inflammatory  diathefis, 
w'ith  which  they  were  combined,  being  over- 
come. But  that  happens  particularly  v/hen  inter- 
mittents prevail.  When  they  really 

~ ~ . They  fometimes 

aliume  the  nature  01  intermittents,  become  inter- 

1 r^  11  mittents. 

they  are  eaiily  overcome  by  the  em- 
ployment of  the  Peruvian  bark.  But  it  is  attended 
with  fomewhat  greater  difficulty,  when  they  re- 
femble intermittents  only  in  their  remiffions.  For, 
in  that  cafe,  although  they  have  a very  marked  re- 
million,  and  their  acccffions  com- 

r n • • ^ What  is  to  begone 

mence  with  lomc  Ihivermg,  or  at  ti.cv  gp. 

Icaft  coldnefs  of  the  extremities,  nSttm*fel"c?s? 
which  is  common  in  the  tritacophyse ; 
yet  they  do  not  always  yield  to  this  remedy.  But 
that  we  may  not  have  reconrfe  to  this  remedy 
Yol.  II.  K 
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fruitlefsly,  or  inconfiderately,  our  firft  inquiry 
ought  to  be,  whether  an  equally  tliftuled  iweat, 
allaying  all  the  fymptoins,  fucceeds  the  remif- 
fions  ? whether  the  urine,  which  is  palTed  in 
the  mean  time,  be  turbid,  or  depofit  the  lateii- 
tious  fediment,  or  be  more  highly  coloured  than 
at  the  beginning  of  the  acceflions,  and  during 
their  progrefs  ? and,  laftly,  whether  the  accef- 
fions  themfelves  return  regularly  and  periodically, 
accompanied  with  cold,  or  Ihivenng,  or  yawn- 
ing, and  the  other  fymptoms  peculiar  to  intcr- 
mittents  ? If  thefe  occur,  there  is  reafon  to  expeef 
that  they  will  be  removed  by  means  of  the  cin- 
chona. But  when  they  are  neither  aggravated 
with  cold,  although  they  experience  a remarkable 
remiflion,  and  the  urine  does  not  thicken  during 
the  remiflions,  and  is  net  of  the  lateritious  kind, 
it  is  much  more  difficult  to  judge  whether  they 
will  yield  to  this  remedy.  For  it  has  frequently 
been  obferved,  that  they  have  re- 
nited  the  b.vk  iti  fuel,  a cafe.  But 
then,  if  the  accelfions  return  at 
regular  periods,  and  the  patient  is  affeded 
with  manifeft,  and,  as  it  were,  fudden  lafliiudc, 


pain  of  the  back,  joints,  and  head,  thirfl,  anxie- 
ty, and  inquietude,  refcmbiing  the  nature  of  in- 
termittents  ; and,  next,  if  all  the  iymptoms  a 
lew  hours  after  are  mitigated,  afTordiiig  relief  to 
the  patient,  as  in  tlic  intcniulhcn  itfdf,  attended 
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■with  a gentle  fvveat,  or  remarkable  n:  oifture  of  the 
: fkin,  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  they  have  aflumed 
ithe  nature  of  intermittents,  and  that  the  bark  is 
:the  remedy  to  which  we  ought  to  have  recourfe. 

■ And  this  will  appear  much  more  certain,  if  the 
iremiHions  happen  in  the  evening,  or  at  night,  by 
■which,  on  the  other  hand,  true  continued  remit- 
1 tents,  and  elpecially  all  the  caihemer'ina  and  trl- 
itcEophya^  fo  far  from  being  alleviated,  are  aggra- 
■vated.  The  autumnal  ones,  although  intermit- 
itents  are  not  then  wanting,  do  not  pafs  readily 
iinto  intermittents,  nor  do  they  readily  yield  to 
tthe  bark  ; becaufe,  perhaps  either  the  thicker 
iidiathefis  of  the  fluids,  or  the  fcantinefs  of  the  per- 
jifpiraticn,  prevent  its  elfed. 

I 434.  It  muft,  therefore,  be  carefully  remem- 
iibered,  that  each  of  thefe  fpecies, 

11(419.  to  425.),  not  only  from  the 
^'above-mentioned  caufes,  or  from 
Stthe  badnefs  of  thefe  caufes,  or  from  beiinx 

1 Recombined  with  other  difeafes,  or  from  the  ftate 
eof  the  air  ; but  alfo  from  their  being  fporadic, 
^epidemic,  endemic,  benign,  or  malignant,  or 
».contagious  : are  attended  with  no  fmall  variation 
'in  the  fymptoms,  require  feme  difference  in  the 
■plan  of  cure  itfelf,  and  terminate  in  various  wavs. 
All  which  it  is  the  bufinefs*of  a judicious  prad-i- 
tioncr  to  cautioully  obferve,  that  he  may  not 
commit  any  miflake,  cither  in  pronouncing  his 
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opinion  of  the  nature  of  the  fever,  and  of  the 
termination  it  is  likely  to  have,  or  in  adminifter- 
ing  the  remedies  adapted  to  the  cure  of  it. 

435.  Laftly,  it  is  proper  to  apprife  ftudents, 
that  ten  diftin£t  fpecies  of  fever  were  compre- 
hended by  Sauvages  under  this  one 

Remarks  on  r 1 • 1 1 

Sauvages's  fpc-  genus,  four  01  which,  however, 
feem  rather  to  belong  to  intermit- 
ting fevers.  For  the  tritceophya  fyncopalis 
the  trltaophya  dodes  f , the  tritaopbya  carotica  J, 
the  tritcsophya  decept'vva  [j,  belong  to  intermitteiits  ; 
the  three  former  to  the  comitata  perniclofa  of  * 
Torti,  the  fourth  to  his  Jubcontinua.  But  who-  , 
ever  takes  the  trouble  of  confulting  the  deferip- 
tion  of  the  tritaopbya  ladea  given  by  Ettmuller  §, 
■wdll  at  once  perceive  nothing  more  than  the  fymp- 
toms  of  inflammation,  produced  by  milk  coagu- 
lated in  the  breafts.  But  he  has,  with  good 
reafon,  referred  to  this  genus  tlie  tritaopbya 
defcribed  by  De  Haen  j which  is,  in  fatft,  to 
be  clafled  among  the  ardent  fevers,  and  the  pe- 
riodical malignant  and  epidemic  lipyria.  In 
like  manner,  under  the  head  of  the  malignant, 
putrid,  and  epidemic  tritaopbya,  not  to  mention 
others,  comes  that  fever  which  was  obfei  ved  in  i 
the  year  1768,  at  Rome,  by  a very  relpectabie 
practitioner,  I mean  I orraca 

* Sp.  I.  t Sp-  4-  t ‘V  1!  ^P-  9-  ^ ^P-  7-  **  ^P-  3* 

I f Deli’  epid.  conjiit.  di  Chita  vccchia,  licU’ saa  1768,  RonJ. 
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REMITTING  FEVERS, 

TTHICH  OnSERVE  SOMETIMES  THE  QUOTIDIAN,  SOME- 
TIMES  THE  TERTIAN  TYPE, 

436.  Elitherto  I have  been  defcribing  thofe  re- 
: mittents  which  conftantly  obferve  the  quotidian 
I or  tertian  type  ; it  now  remains  to  treat  of  thofe, 
the  type  of  which  is  more  uncertain,  and  lefs 
• conftant,  than  in  the  fpecies  already  noticed.  For 
there  are  fomc  of  them  which  follow  the  order  of 
one  or  other  type,  and  arc,  therefore,  referable 

I to  neither,  but  proceed  fometimes  in  the  manner 
‘of  the  one,  fometimes  of  the  other.  I fliall, 
therefore,  undertake  to  dcfcribe  certain  kinds  o£ 
' them,  which  appear  to  me  to  be  more  remark- 
lable,  that  this  chaos  of  fevers,  by  being  fubdi- 
vided  into  fubordinate  parts,  may  be  exhibited 
in  a clearer  and  more  diftindl  point  of  view. 

THE  SLOW  MALIGNANT  REMITTENT  *,  CALLED 
NERVOUS  FEVER. 

437.  This  fever  is  charadterifed  by  a remiflion 
' in  the  conftancy  of  the  paroxyfms  ; 

: but  an  exacerbation  takes  place 
fometimes  every  other  day,  fome- 
times, like  the  erratic  fevers,  daily.  It  differs 
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from  tlie  other  continued  tertians,  or  tritceophy^^  or 
from  the  quotidian?,  or  amphimerina ^ in  proceed- 
ing very  flowly,  and  in  being  attended  -w^ith 
fcarcely  any,  or  very  little,  quickncfs  of  the  pulie. 
Hence  it  is  jnflly  named  remitting  and  Jlaw  fever ^ 
to  which  the  term  malignant  is  added,  on  account 
of  the  appearance  it  puts  on,  and  the  hidden  na- 
ture of  the  complaint,  together  with  the  lovvnefs  of 
the  ftrength.  And,  as  in  it  the  brain  and  nerves 
feem  to  be  particularly  alfeeled,  and  all  the  func- 
tions in  a languid  Hate,  by  fome  it  has  beeri  named 
flow  nervous  fever,  carefully  to  be  diftinguHlied 
from  the  other  fever  of  the  fame  name,  (270.), 
w’hich  is  a continent  one,  and  has  been  already  de- 


'■ 


feribed. 

* Synonyms.  The  fehrts  nervofa  remitlens  of  Sauvages, 
Nofol.  cl.  2.  gen.  vii.  fp.  x.  The  nervous  fever y or  that  Jrom 
the  fpWitSy  of  Quincy,  p.  370-  The  fehris  tritaophya  typhodesy 
of  Mangetus,  Sauvag.  Nolol.  1.  c. 

^-5  8.  At  the  commencement  of  the  dileafe,  the 
ftrokes  of  the  pulfe  are  Imall,  fliort,  and  frequent, 
nay,  fometimes  How,  or  unfrequent ; the  patient 

is  pale,  languid,  and  generally  has  a ; 

Hiftory  of  the  .^j-ouenfity  to  coma.  There  is  fcarce- 

dlfcak.  t 1 ' r , * 

ly  a greater  degree  of  heat  than  na- 
tural, fometimes  there  is  not  the  ufual  degree  of 
it ; and  there  is  hardly  any,  or  very  little  thirft. 
During  the  firft  days  of  the  complaint,  fome  in- 
tervals occur,  in  which  the  patients  leem  fo 
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much  relieved  for  a few  hours,  that  the  difeafe 
appears  not  only  to  remit,  but  even  to  intermit. 
But  fhortly  afterwards,  fome  fhivering,  or  rigor, 
coming  on,  the  fever  again  returns,  with  the  fyinp- 
toms  already  explained,  and,  as  has  already  been 
obferved,  in  its  p.'eriodical  acceffions,  it  refembles 
the  difpofition  and  type  of  intermitting  fever^. 
After  a few  fuch  changes,  the  patient  at  length 
becomes  bed-faft,  and  infenfible,  neither  know- 
ing nor  regarding  the  danger  in  which  he  is 
placed,  nor  any  perfon  that  is  near  him.  He 
catches  at,  and  handles,  whatever  comes  in  his 
way ; he  ftammers  and  mutters,  or  remains 
ftupid,  filent,  and  appears  half-dead.  He  is 
fometimes  diftrefied  with  fpafmodic  affedions 
about  the  ftomach  and  breall,  which  roufe  him 
to  adion  ; or  he  is  alfeded  with  dry  cough,  or 
tremor,  or  fiibfultiis  tendinum.  If  he  does  not 
fmk  under  thefe,  and  the  complaint  is  long  pro- 
traded,  his  face  becomes  completely  cadaverous. 
Towards  the  end  of  the  difeafe,  fometimes  fpots, 
or  petechiae,  break  out  on  the  fkin,  which  appear 
either  of  a florid  red,  which  is  a better  fign,  or, 
what  is  werfe,  livid.  A diarrhoea  alfo  fupervenes. 
The  ftools  are  black  and  fetid,  and  the  urine  is 
not  much  otherwife.  The  fenfes  are  obfeured  ; 
the  eyes  are  fcarcely  affeded  by  light  ; and  the 
hearing  generally  becomes  dull,  which  is  a favour- 
able fymptom.  But  the  deafnefs  is  frequently  fuc- 

K 4 


OF  REMITTENT  FEVERS. 


15^ 

Gcedctl  by  a difcharge  of  pus  from  the  ears.  In 
lome  cafes,  the  fever  is  refolved  very  llowly,  fome- 
times  after  forty  days,  at  other  times  not  before 
two  or  three  months  ; but  fuch  as  recover  in  this 
manner,  remain  fo  dull,  that  they  do  not  recover 
the  acuteneis  of  their  intellect  if  and  fcnfes  for  a 
Iqng  time  after. 

439.  The  preceding  caufes  arc  generally  excef- 
five  evacuations,  by  which  tlie  body  is  greatly  de- 

bilitated,  fcarcity  of  provifions,  want 

Caufes.  . j » I » 

or  nounilrmcnt,  great  exertion  both 
of  the  mental  and  corporeal  powers,  immoderate 
venery,  old  age,  a damp  and  ftagnant  atmofphere, 
an  epidemic  miafma,  and  lometimcs  contagion. 
From  which  I infer,  that  the  whole  body  is  in  a 
ftate  of  languor;  next,  on  the  fever  arifing,that  the 
nervous  influence,  and  mufcular  power,  become 
fjuite  torpid,  as  is  manifefl;  from  its  fymptoms 
(438.).  But  fince  that  does  not  always  proceed 
from  poifonous  exhalations,  or  from  a malignant 
miaima,  inimical  to  the  nervous  fyflem,  it  is  pro- 
bable, that  femetimes,  not  only  all  the  folids  are 
exceffively  relaxed,  but  alfo,  that  a watery, 
fluggifh,  and  vilcid  colluvies,  opprelTcs  the  brain 
and  nerv’cs,  diminilhes,  and,  as  it  were,  checks 
the  fenfibility,  givirig  rife  to  the  infcnfibility,  alie- 
nation of  mind,  lofs  of  ftrength,  and  w'ant  of 
frequency,  or  languor  of  the  pulfe.  But  if,  with 
fuch  a colluvies,  we  conjoin  vellication,  or  any 
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roower  of  pricking  or  irritating,  we  fliall  cafily  be 
rmabled  to  account  for,  not  only  the  fever,  but 
i.ilfo  the  fhiverings,  fpafms,  tremors,  and  other 
^^’ymptoms  arifmg  from  thence.  And,  as  it  is 
probable  tliat  the  nervous  fyftem  is  fometimes 
more,  fometimes  lefs,  overwhelmed  and  vellica- 
.ed ; it  likewife  follows,  that  all  the  fymptoms 
ure  occafionally  aggravated,  and  at  other  times 
iliminifhed,  while  the  difeafe  thus  proceeds 
through  certain  courfes,  but  with  fuch  flownefs 
iind  ina<ffivity,  as  correfponds  with  the  lentor 
and  tenacity  of  the  morbid  fluid,  and  the  atony 
;und  torpor  of  the  folids.  Hence 
i ilfo,  I think,  appears  the  reafon,  ^ on  dSreftion.'^' 
why,  after  death,  the  organization 
of  the  brain  is  found  relaxed,  or  hydrocephalus  in- 
:ernus,  dropfy  of  the  medulla  fpinalis,  or  fuppu- 
: rations  and  abfeefl'es  of  the  encephalon,  arc  dif- 
i::overed.  Under  fuch  a degree  of  languor,  there- 
ffore,  as  the  vifeid  and  fluggifli  fluid  ought  to  be 
iicfolved  and  digefted  very  flowly,  and  the  con- 
^eftions  and  colle<ftions  in  the  minute  and  re- 
laxed veflels  of  the  encephalon,  or  in  the  inter- 
'vening  fpaces,  are  very  difficultly  difeufled,  or 
:the  hurtful  agent  refident  in  the  nerves  being  ex- 
;pdled  from  thence  with  difiiculty  ; no  one  will 
wonder  why  the  difeafe  is  of  luch  long  conti- 
muance,  and  is  fometimes  terminated  even  by  in- 
fenfible  refolution. 
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According  to  the  varieties  of  tempe-' 
rament,  age,  hahit  of  body,  of  the  blood  and- 
other  fluids,  and  according  to  the 

Variations  of  the  ‘ ^ 

lymptoms,  ac-  diiTcrent  Combinations  of  caufes, 

cordtngtos’ary- 

circumftan-  and  according  to  the  greater  or 
lefler  propenfit)'-  to  col!i(}uation  or 
putrefaflion  ; it  is  not  difficult  to  iinderfliand, 
when  diarrhoea,  petechisc,  fetid  and  turbid  urine, 
or  other  kinds  of  evacuations,  may  fupervene,  or 
ouglit  to  be  expefted.  Hence  it  is  proper  to 
^ know,  that  the  fame  cure  is  re- 

quired in  this  cafe  as  in  that  of  the 
flow  nervous  continent  fever,  treated  of  already, 
(2S3.);  it  muft  be  remembered,  tliat  copious 
bleeding  and  purging  will  prove  hurtful ; and, 
on  the  other  hand,  that  all  the  remedies  which 
excite  the  nervous  influence,  and  increafe  the  vi- 
tal powers,  as  cordials,  analeptics,  flimulants,  vo- 
I itilc  things,  wine,  foup  of  vipers,  ambergris, 
blillers,  and  generous  diet,  afford  remarkable  re- 
lief. 

441.  This  kind  of  fever  occurs  both  fporadi- 
caJU  and  epidemically^  as  may  be  obferved  by  at- 
tentive praditioners.  It  has  already  been  fhewn 
♦ (43  8.  \ that  fometimes,  when  the 

difcafc  IS  of  loug  (landing,  or  deeply 

t.onl.pcrv...e,. 

dergo  putrefadion,  an  eruption  of  pctcchim  ap- 
pears on  the  fkin.  I mufl:  not  omit  to  mention. 
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•.that  ibmetiines,  in  place  of  petediia^,  the  miliary 
: eruption  breaks  out  here  and  there,  about  the 
I eleventh  or  fourteenth  day  ; nay, 

^ n-  • 1 • r . It  !•!  fometimes 

: in  tome  conititutions  this  lever  is  conjoined  with 
conjoined  with  flight  inflammation  of ' indam^a^-^*^ 
oof  the  brain,  fo  as  to  appear  fome- 
j what  to  differ,  both  with  refpect  to  fymptoms 
I and  method  of  cure,  from  that  juft  deferibed. 
:’Tlie  headach  is  then  more  fevere,  there  is  greater 
! throbbing  of  the  temporal  arteries,  the  eyes  are 
I inflamed,  and  impatient  of  light,  there  is  raoft 
I didrefling  watching,  and,  if  there  be  any  propen- 
I fity  to  fleep,  it  is  not  of  the  natural  kind,  and  ra- 
I ther  approaches  to  tlic  coma  vigil.  In  fuch  a 
! cafe,  it  is  advantageous  to  have 

Ti  c tr  atment 

immediate  rccouric  to  bleeding,  e-  proper  in  that 

cafe. 

fpecially  by  means  of  cupping- 
glafles,  and  all  kinds  of  rcvulflon.  It  would  per- 
haps be  proper  to  refer  to  tills  place  the  amphi- 
vtcri/ia  miliaris  of  Sauvages  or  the  fehris  malig- 
na cum  ohfeura  cerebri  infaumiatlone.,  which  raged 
in  the  autumn  of  1757,  and  was  noticed  by  Mar- 
telliis  de  Grandvillers  i. 


* Sp.  xl.  f Journal  de  Vantlernioml,  t.  viii.  p.  275. 


OF  REMITTENT  FEtERS. 


THE  REMrrriNG  FEVER  OF  OLD  PEOPLE,  AT-  1 
TENDED  WITH  DROWSINESS  *.  I 

442.  Old  age  itfelf,  according  to  the  proverby ! 
is  a difeafe.  For  it  is  fiibject  to  a great  many 
ailments,  which  arc  in  a manner  ; 
tiie  febre  fopo-  peculiar  to  it,  among  the  variety  of  ; 
anAvLihof!*  which  we  do  not  confider  as  the  ] 
moft  inconfiderable,  the  remittent  j 
continued  fever,  with  which  old  people  in  a ftate  i 
of  decripitude,  or  nearly  fo,  are  affedled,  and  by 
wliich  they  are  generally  cut  ofF.  It  is  called yo-  ] 
poj'ofa^  becaufe  it  comes  on  either  with  great  liea- 
vinefs,  and  deep  flecp,  or  at  each  acceflion  is  gc-  \ 
nerally  combined  with  them,  differing  widely,  ‘ 
both  in  its  nature  and  treatment,  from  the  lethar- 
gic fever  of  Torti  (169.),  or  the  foporofa  of  Werl-  ' 
hof.  Ko  one,  as  far  as  I can  find,  has  written  ' 
a more  careful  and  accurate  account  of  this  fever 
than  the  very  learned  and  experienced  Le  Roy. 
Since,  therefore,  this  fever  has  often  occurred  to 
me  in  the  courfe  of  my  pra£licc,  attended  with 
nearly  the  fame  marks  with  thofe,  of  which  Lc 
Roy  makes  mention  ; I hope  I fhall  do  an  ac- 
ceptable thing  to  ftudents,  by  fubjoining  my 
own  remarks  to  his,  in  treating  of  this  fever, 
which  is  but  little  known,  and  of  which  even  no 
mention  is  made  by  mofi  writers. 
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* The  imiiguani fever  aggravates  with  deep  Jleep  ; or,  (imply, 
ihe  malignant  fever  of  old  people  {a),  mentioned  by  I.e  Roy.  Me- 
long,  de  Ph^up.  ct  M^deciii.  Prem.  Mem.  fur  les  fievr.  aigua^ 
o.  1 71. 

(a)  It  has  already  been  faid,  that  the  name  of  malignaiit  fe- 
vvers  was  given  by  Le  Roy  to  all  acute  fevers  attended  with 
ggreater  danger  than  ufual,  which  others  deny  to  be  malignant 
iin  the  proper  fenfe  of  the  word.  Second  Mem.  fur  les  fievr. 
paigues,  p.  232.  and  p.  266.  In  tliis  fenfe,  therefore,  and  no 
botlier,  it  is  here  named  malignant. 

443.  This  fever  has  very  inanifeft  acceffions, 
which  proceed,  fometimes  after  the  manner  of 
lithe  double  continued  tertian,  fometimes  after  that 
!iof  the  quotidian  ; generally,  however,  when  they 
: refcmble  the  quotidian  in  the  hour  of  the  inva- 
fion,  every  alternate  one  is  more  fevere.  It 
might  therefore  be  called  the  tritaopbya  duplex 
'<  foporofa  fenum.  Bat  I have  generally  found,  that 
tliefe  acceffions  occur  on  the  even 

j 1 1 1 T 1 r defeription. 

days  j although  1 have  not  unire- 
; quently  obferved,  after  the  fourteenth  day,  the 
I uneven  days,  on  which  the  milder  acceffions  befel, 

I changing  their  order,  and  rendered  worfe,  and 
I at  length  becoming,  as  it  were,  erratic,  vague, 
f and  irregular,  although  the  fever  experienced  an 
aggravation  daily.  The  fever  is  commonly  pre- 
ceded by  fenfible  coldnefs  of  the  extremities,  efpe- 
cially  of  the  nofe,  hands,  and  feet,  of  longer  or 
fherter  continuance, — but  attended  with  no  fhi- 
yering,  if  it  be  not  combined  with  other  difeafes, 


15^  or  ri;mitt2Nt  flvehs. 

I 

or  internal  taints  of  long  ftanding, — the  fureft 
hgn  of  fever  being  about  to  appear.  About  the 
lad  days  of  the  complaint,  the  coldncfs  is  fomc-  -i 
times  fo  protrafted  as  to  continue  ten,  fourteen,  || 
or  fifteen  hours,  before  the  heat  appears,  and  the  | 
pulfe  becomes  more  violent  and  expanded.  $ 
When  this  happens,  cfpecially  when,  bcfides  the  | 
feet,  the  thighs  alfo  are  cold,  a very  bad  ac-  ^ 
ceffion  may  he  looked  for,  which  frequently  cuts  J 
the  patient  off.  But  death  is  dill  more  certainly  | 
indicated,  by  hiccup  being  fuperadded  to  long-  ^ 
continued  coldncfs.  | 

444-  But  two  particular  pathognomic  fymp-  ?! 
toms  are  aiiordod  by  the  head  and  pulfe,  accor-  ^ 
ding  to  their  condition  during  the  ^ 

Two  patboirno-  (t*  • i i r -* 

mic  f'2us.  acceilion,  or  as  it  draws  to  a dole.  $ 
And,  fil'd,  with  regard  to  the  for-  i 
mer ; in  the  fird  paroxyfm  of  the  fever,  it  is  gene-  \ 
rally  oppreded  with  an  apoplcitic  diipcr,  as  it  j 
w-^ere  ; but,  on  its  being  overcome,  or  taking  a ] 
turn,  tlie  drovvfmefs  is  ihook  off,  the  mental  fa-  \ 
culty  returns,  the  fenfes  are  redored,  and  no  part  .1 
of  the  body  is  found  in  a date  of  paralyfis.  This  •- 
illght  attack  cf  the  complaint  is  difficultly  didin-  ' 
guidicd  from  a flight  attack  of  apoplexy,  until  the 
lucceeuing  one  being  accompanied  wliIi  tiie  lame 
comatofc  affeflion,  removes  all  manner  of  doubt. 
But,  as  i have  already  fiid,  that  fddom  hap- 
pens. ror  more  frequently  the  fever  commences 
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'.without  remarkiiblc  ftupor  cr  llcep  ; after  which 
;they  fupcrvcne  on  the  iecond  or 
•.third  acceiTion  only;  the  llecp,  how- 
lever,  is  not  of  the  fame  degree  at 
teach  accdllcu  of  the  fever.  Generally  it  gra- 
fduallv  increafes  at  each  accdiion,  in  fuch  a man- 
:ncr,  that  in  tlie  lad  but  one,  or  the  iatl,  the  pa- 
Itient  becomes  really  apopledic.  It  is  flighrcr  in 
.the  firO.  accdfions  : for  the  patient  may  be  roufed 
uvhen  called,  or  fltook,  but  quickly  relapfcs  into 
sfleep  again,  when  left  to  Iilinfelf,  and  no  longer 
Hrrltatcd.  Sometimes  the  fleep  is  conjoined  -wiih 
jdclirium,  at  other  times  not.  Some  patients, 
iaalfo,  when  opprelTed  by  this  lethargy,  talk 
icchildiihly,  as  if  their  tongues  were  become  pa- 
iralytic.  Occafionally,  too,  fubfultus  tendinum, 
jiand  convulfive  motions,  are  prefent  during  the 
taccefiions. 

445.  But  evei  y kind  of  deep  which  comes  on 
Jin  fevers,  is  not  attended  with  equal 
jdanger.  For,  if  the  patient  be  eafily  b°d^k°et? 
jirouled,  opens  his  eyes  with  the  ufual 
luftre,  and  moves  them  about;  if  his  looks  have  the 
uiatural  appearance,  if  his  anfwcrs  are  coherent  ; 
deep  of  this  kind  portends  little  or  no  danger.  If, 
:on  the  other  hand,  he  is  roufed  from  fleep  with 
difficulty,  and,  when  awakened,  his  eyes  appear 
■dull,  roll  in  his  head,  fquint,  cr  are  turned  up ; 
tf  they  are  red,  turgid,  and,  in  feme  meafure, 

\ 
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protuberant,  or  appear  languid,  dim,  or  wan, — 
although  I certainly  have  fometimes  obferved 
them  retain  their  natural  appearance  in  fuch 
cafes  ; — and  if  delirium  is  prefent : then  the  deep 
has  a tendency  to  lethargy,  and  threatens  the 
worft  event.  Of  which  kind  is  the  deep  ac- 
companying the  accedions  of  this  fever. 

446.  Enough,  then,  of  the  fymptom  afforded 
by  the  date  of  the  head  ; we  fliall  now  pay  atten- 
tion to  the  nature  of  the  pulfe.  Du- 

Thc  focond  . . • • r 1 

fymptom,  aiford-  ring  thc  rcmiilion  It  IS  round  uni- 

ed  by  t.ic  pulfe.  frequeiit, 

cfpecially  on  the  firft  days  of  the  complaint; 
but,  at  the  height  of  the  accedions,  it  is  much 
quicker,  and  likewife  fmall,  unequal,  weak,  and 
fometimes  fo  obfeure,  as  the  difeafe  draws  to  a fa- 
tal termination,  that  at  length  it  can  fcarcely  be  felt 
at  all.  It  is  furprifmg,  however,  that,  while  this 
is  the  date  of  the  pulfe,  the  fkin  is  frequently  as 
it  were  parched,  and  that  the  patients,  while 
thev  are  cold  externally,  generally  complain  of 
a mod  iineafy  fendition  of  heat  internally.  Such 
arc  the  particular,  and,  as  it  were,  peculiar  af- 
fedions  of  the  pulfe  in  this  fever.  1 mud  not, 
howev'cr,  omit  to  mention,  that  in  fome,  at  the 
height  of  thc  acceffion,  it  is  drong  and  full, 
which  even  Le  ?.oy  grants  as  happening,  though 
ver/  rarely  ; but  that  in  others  it  is  found  to  in- 
termit  and  vary.  Thc  phydeian,  tiierefore,  to 
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aacquire  a thorough  knowledge  of  the  fymptoms 
[peculiar  to  this  fever,  ought  to  vifit  the  patient 
ffreq'uently,  but  principally  when  the  paroxyfin 
ccommences,  though  that  lliould  happen  at  night. 
IFor  thus  the  faithlefs  variation  of  the  difeafc  will 
inor  efcape  his  notice. 

447.  I have  already  obfcrved,  that  the  deep 
jfor  the  molt  part  is  gradually  iii- 

j • rr  r .1  Varieties  in  the 

^realed  in  the  accellions  irom  the  acceffions. 
ilieginning  to  the  end  ; and  that  the 
acceflions  themfelves  come  on  and  remit  fegular- 
lly  and  diftindly.  It  inufi;  be  remarked,  how- 
uever,  that  they  are  gradually  fo  lengthened,  as  at 
length  fcarcely  to  remit  at  all,  becoming  confufed 
as  it  were,  or  having  only  fmall  and  very  fhort 
iintervals  of  remiffion.  Although  this  generally 
pc  the  cafe,  it  occafionally  happens,  that  fome 
patients,  during  all  the  remiflions  to  the  end,  not 
?excepting  that  which  precedes  the  fatal  termina- 
pion,  appear  fo  refrefhed  and  relieved,  that  their 
nriends  can  fcarcely  be  perfuaded  of  their  really 
being  in  imminent  danger  : while  the  patients 
ihcmfelves  have  a ftrong  prefentiment  of  what 
lawaits  them,  and  declare  themfelves  refigned  to 
ilheir  fate,  at  the  fame  time  requefling  the  good 
offices  of  their  friends,  in  preparing  them  by  the 
lid  of  religion  to  fupport  their  laft  hour. 

448.  Sometimes,  about  the  feventh  or  eighth 
day,  the  paroxyfms  become  fo  mild,  that  the  in- 

Yol.  II.  k, 
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tritceophya. 


terval  of  remifiion  from  one  acceflion  to  another 
is  extended  to  the  length  of  twenty- 
four,  or  thirty-fix  hours  ; thus,  from 
being  a double,  becoming  a fimple 
We  muft  then  beware  of  prema- 
turely pronouncing  a favourable  prognofis  ; efpe- 
cially  when  no  evacuation,  or  critical  eruption,  to 
which  fo  great  a change  ought  to  be  aferibed, 
precedes.  For  it  has  frequently  happened,  ‘that, 
after  fo  long  a celTation  from  fever,  the  com- 
plaint has  returned  with  greater  violence,  and  ta- 
ken the  incautious  praditioner  at  a difadvantage. 

The  tongue  is  generally  moift,  and 
times  along  like  the  natural  one,  except- 

ing in  thofe  patients  who,  being  op- 
prelfed  with  fleep,  breathe  with  their  mouth  open, 
for  in  fuch  cafes  it  becomes  parched  and  rough  ; 
although  1 have  alfo  occafionally  feen  it  grow 
dry  from  the  heat  of  the  fever,  while  not  unfre- 
quently,  after  the  violence  of  the  fever  had  fub- 
fided,  although  they  ftill  breathed  with  their 
mouth  open,  it  remained  moift  and  foft. 

449.  Nor  is  it  an  uncommon  occurrence,  ac- 
cording to  Le  Roy,  while  the  difeafe  is  drawing 
to  a clofe,  for  a fwclling  of  one  or 
other,  or  both,  parotid  glands  to 
come  on,  which  is  often  the  fore- 
runner of  immediate  death  ; or  for  fymptomatic 
petcchicc  to  break  out,  indicating  an  equal  degree 


Unufual  fymp- 
toms. 


OF  REx’MITTZNT  FEVERS. 


163 


(oF  cknger.  But  in  thofc  perfons  labouring  un- 
tder  this  complaint,  whom  I have  attended,  1 ne- 
wer  found  any  of  thefe  things  take  place  ; from 
\which  I conclude,'  that  they  are  by  no  means  pe- 
tculiar  to  it^  and  that,  if  they  ever  really  hap- 
jpen,  it  is  when  fome  malignity,  or  putrid  collu- 
^vies,  is  combined  with  it.  And  I fliould  fuppofe, 
uhat  this  is  a cafe  in  which  the  alvine  fasces  be- 
Lcome  thin,  and  are  frequently  pafled,  attended 

1 

jvwith  a peculiarly  fetid  fmell,  and  fuch  effluvia., 
pare  faid  to  arife  from  the  patient’s  body,  that  one 
frannot  remain  long  in  air  impregnated  with  them, 
^without  being  feized  with  headach,  which  is  of 
llhort  continuance  however,  quickly  ceafing  on 
the  perfon’s  being  removed  into  the  pure  air,  and 
'remaining  there  for  a little. 

450.  This  fever  is  extremely  dangerous,  and 
generally  proves  fatal.  It  never  has 
neen  known  to  be  communicated 
I'jy  contagion,  or  to  prevail  epidemically.  It 
i ifually  attacks  old  people  here  and  there  fporadi- 
■ 'ally,  from  fome  evident  and  pre-exifting  caufe, 
Ihough  flight,  efpecially  during  the  autumnal  fea- 
(bn,  or  at  the  beginning  of  winter,  when  the  cu- 
ncular  difeharge  has  been  diminiflied  by  cold 
por  damp  weather.  It  terminates  in 
death,  fometimes  on  the  feventh, 

’dghth,  or  ninth  day,  more  frequently  on  the 
■leventh  or  tlurtccnth.  Le  Roy  never  knew  an 

L 2 
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inftance,  in  which  it  proved  fatal,  of  its  being  ex- 
tended beyond  this  period.  He  does  not  deny, 
however,  even  when  the  fever  does  not  quickly 
terminate  fatally,  that  the  patient  is  left  in  fo 
poor  a condition,  as  to  live  a little  longer  in  a mi- 
ferable  ftate,  but  at  length  finks  under  the  com- 


of  feventy  years  of  age,  labouring  Under  this  fever, 
combined  with  a bilious  depravation  of  the  chyle 
and  an  old  ulcer  of  the  bladder,  who,  after  the* 
complaint  had  undergone  various  remarkable 
changes,  at  length  fell  under  it  on  the  twenty- 
ninth  day.  That  the  difeafe  is  fometimes  termi- 
nated by  a flow  death,  was  lately  confirmed  in 
the  cafe  of  a certain  great  perfonage,  who,  after 
ftriiggling  through  the  fevereft  and  mofl  fatal  ac- 
ceflTions  of  the  fever,  fell  into  a flow  fever,  at- 
tended with  daily  exacerbations,  and  at  length, 
being  completely  exhaufled,  and  continually  in 
a ftate  of  delirium,  expired  on  the  hundredth 
day  from  the  commencetnent  of  the  attack.  And 
fubfultus  tendinum,  tremors,  convulflons,  diffi- 
cult, or  great  and  flow  refpiration,  and  intermif- 
lion  of  the  pulfe,  increafe  the  danger  to  a very 
great  degree,  and  accelerate  the  cataftrophe.  But 
if  hiccup  comes  on,  which  is  common  enough, 
it  is  a fign  that  all  is  over  with  the  patient. 


It  fometimes  pro- 
• ' cceds  flowly. 


plaint.  I confefs  that  this  is  gene- 
rally the  cafe,  as  this  learned  writer 
obferves  ; but  I once  treated  a man 
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THE  FEBRIS  HEMIPLEGIACA. 

451.  AVe  may  cpnfider  as  a fpecies  of  the  fe~ 
ihris  foporbfa^  that  fever  which,  on 

r t • 1 • r • The  reafon  of  the 

: account  or  hemiplegia  lupervening,  name, 
feems  to  deferve  the  peculiar  deno- 
mination of  hemiplegiaca.  This,  like  the  former, 
attacks  fiich  as  are  not  far  advanced  in  old  age, 

! but  rather  thofe  who  are  approaching  to  it,  and 
I have  pafied  their  forty-fifth  year.  But  there  is  a 
I; great  affinity  between  them  ; for  in 
I' each  of  them,  the  patients,  when  tween 
they  are  opprefled  with  drowfinefs, 
italk  inarticulately  ; the  acceflions  obferve  juft  the 
: fame  manifeft  type  and  order,  in  which  a greater 
< or  lelfer  degree  of  fleepinefs  comes  on  the  pa- 
'tient ; the  pulfe  is  nearly  in  the  fame  ftate  in  the 
acceflions  and  remiflions.  In  the  former  the 
t tongue  becomes  paralytic,  in  the  latter  the  fide; 
; all  which  things  indicate  a fimilarity  between  the 
. affedlions.  But  they  are  not  attended  with  the 
dike  danger.  The  fpecies  called  foporofa  in  moft 
|(  cafes  proves  fatal ; which  the  other  does  not, 
j! fewer  finking  under  it,  and  many  being  pre- 
.:ferved.  If,  however,  in  its  acceflions,  the  pulfe 
■i becomes  finall,  weak,  and  irregular, 
jilt  may  be  equally  fatal  as  the  fipo-  TjftSgSr 
\^rcfa;  for  even  the  cardiac 
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feem  in  fome  meafure  to  have  become  paralytic* 
Likewife,  if  the  organs  of  deglutition  become  pa- 
ralytic ; if  ftarting  of  the  tendons  occurs,  if  the 
head,  eyes,  or  lips,  are  at  the  fame  time  con-  ^ 
viilfed,  it  intimates  fiich  danger  as  to  deprive  us  of  j 
all  hopes  of  a recovery.  But  it  Is  necelTary  to  pay  J 
particular  attention  to  the  refpiration  ; for  the  1 
more  it  fwerves  from  its  natural  condition,  (as 
generally  happens  in  a remarkable  degree  when  J 
the  par  vagum  and  intercoftal  nerves  are  afFe<3;-  1 
cd),  the  more  imminent  is  the  danger.  ^ 

452.  This  fever  might  appear  to  fome  to  be  > 
the  fame  as  the  lethargica  of  TortI,  or  the  fopo- 

' rofa  of  others,  as  beino;  in  like  man- 

Hovv  it  differs  i , pm  i i i 

from  the  foporo-  ner  extremely  hofiile  to  old  people, 
comitatce. 

gla,  or  apoplexy,  or  palfy  (169.).  But  It  is  dif- 
tinguifhed  from  thefe  perniciofa  comitates^  i.  be- 
caufe  it  is  a continued  fever  ; 2.  becaufe  it  is  ; 
fporadlc,  while  the  comltata  are  generally  oblerveJ  : 
to  be  epidemic  or  endemic  ; 3.  becaufe  in  the 
hemlplegiaca  and  foporofa^  the  acceffions  commence 
with  chillinefs,  which  is  of  long  continuance;  while, 
in  the  former,  they  begin  wnth  fhivering,  or  fimply 
with  the  pernicious  fymptom  common  to  them 
without  cold,  or  fliivering,  or  at  leaft  with  very 
tranfient  cold,  which  can  Icarccly  be  perceived  ; 4. 
becaufe  In  the  former,  the  tendency  to  death  is  ex- 
tremely rapid,  but  in  this  more  tardy  ; becaufe 


and  often  combined  with  hcmiple- 
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the  urine  is  quite  different.  In  the  comitates  it  is 
fcanty,  thick,  and  depofits  a lateritious  fediment ; 
in  the  foporofa^  or  continued  hemiplegiaca,  it  is 
crude,  copious,  without  fediment,  or  a fmooth 
divided  cloud  floats  in  the  middle  of  it ; 6.  be- 
i caufe  the  former  can  certainly  be  removed  by  the 
Peruvian  bark ; while  this  fever  by  no  means 
I yields  to  it. 

453.  Le  Roy,  while  he  inveftigates  the  caufes 
of  the  difeafe,  and  its  fymptoms  and 

it  highly  brain  on  difTec- 

I probable  that  they  all  proceed  from 
a peculiar  affedlion  of  the  brain,  complains  of  the 
deficiency  of  anatomical  difquilition,  in  confe- 
quence  of  which  we  cannot  comprehend  what  in 
fa£l;  that  affection  is  on  which  the 

Fitft  diflre6lion. 

difeafe  depends.  He  mentions,  how- 
I ever,  that,  in  a patient  who  died  of  this  fever, 

I in  a ftate  of  hemiplegia,  he  found  an  abfeefs  in 
one  of  the  hemifpheres  of  the  brain.  The  ap- 
pearance, on  diffedtion,  in  the  prince 

- Second  difledtion. 

I or  whom  1 have  already  made  men- 
I tion,  as  deferibed  by  my  excellent  friend  Spezza- 
: ni,  cannot  be  better  underftood  than  by  tranferi- 
; bing  the  account  communicated  by  him  to  my- 
? felf.  The  difle£tion  was  commenced  on  the  fc- 
^ cond  day  after  death.  Upon  the  external  furface 
of  the  body  appeared  certain  livid  jpots,  fome  of 
them  broad,  which  covered  the  hypogaftrium, 
others  lei's,  which  were  obferved  on  the  ancles. 


fatal  termination,  thinking 
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and  at  the  extremities  of  the  toes,  and  a remarh-  ' 
able  ulcer  of  long  flanding,  extending  from  the  ^ 
top  of  the  os  faemm  to  the  nates.  On  opening 
the  abdomen,  the  ftomacb,  intehines,  liver,  pan-  | 
creas,  omentum,  mefentery,  kidneys,  and  blad-  3 
der,  were  quite  natural,  excepting  fome  varia-  | 
tions,  not  unufiial,  which  were  exhibited  in  the  | 
coiirfe  of  the  intellinal  canal,  and  polition  of  the  | 
omentum.  Eut  the  fplcen  appeared  uncom-  | 
monly  fmall,  probably  in  confequence  of  the  | 
coinpreffion  it  fuftained  for  a long  time  from  a ;i 
hydatid,  which  being  formed  in  the  fuperior  part  i 
of  the  right  kidney,  was  railed  upwards,  in  a great  j 
mcafure  occupying  the  cavity  of  the  hypochon- 
drium,  deftined  for  containing  the  fpleen  and  fto-  ; 
mach  alone.  The  vrater  which  it  contained  ' 
meafured  upw'ards  of  three  pounds,  and  was  v 
nightly  yellow,  but  limpid.  In  the  thorax  the  ; 
heart  was  found  large  and  firm,  and  the  veffels  ! 
attached  to  it  equally  found  and  well  formed,  the  i 
ftrokes  of  the  arteries  during  life  having  always  , 
been  powerful,  great,  and  regular.  There  was  a po-  ^ 
lypous  concretion  on  the  left  ventricle,  extending  \ 
to  the  aorta,  which  was  probably  formed  imme-  ; 
diately  previous  to  death.  I'he  pofterior  part  of 
the  lungs  was  of  a darker  colour  than  the  anterior, 
and  was  alfo  more  diftended  with  blood,  as  ufed  to 
happen  when  the  patients  died  on  their  back.  In 
each  cavity  of  the  thorax,  but  more  particularly 


OF  rimitte?;t  fevers. 


IOC) 

iin  the  left,  an  effufion  of  feme  ferum,  tinged  with 
a deep  red  colour,  was  found,whicli  likewife  feems 
[to  be  referable  to  the  laborious  refpiration  at  tlic 
xlofe  of  life.  liaftly,  the  head,  in  which,  in  parti- 
ccular,  the  caufe  of  the  complaint  was  to  be  fought 
■for,  exhibited  the  following  appearances  : The 
(dura  mater  feemed  to  be  nearly  in  its  natural  con- 
(dition  ; all  the  veins  of  the  pia  mater  from  the 
Extreme  branches  to  the  trunks,  by  which  they 
mpen  into  the  longitudinal  and  tranfverfe  fmufes, 
swere  greatly  diftended  with  thin  blood  ; and  it  is 
■iprobable  they  had  long  lalioured  under  this 
kdefefl;,  on  account  of  his  Highnefs  having  been 
raccu homed  from  his  infancy  to  wear  a tight 
rcollar,  by  which  the  return  of  the  blood  by 
; the  jugular  veins  was  very  much  retarded.  Some 
fmall  fine  polypous  concretions  were  found  in 
■ the  veins,  as  aifo  in  the  finiifes.  The  interftices 
1 between  the  veins  were  filled  with  a whitifii, 
t:ondenfed,  and,  as  it  were,  concrete  matter,  by 
Hvhich  the  pia  mater  itfelf  was  rendered  thicker. 
.Between  the  dura  mater  and  pi,!  mater,  and  bc- 
nween  the  latter  and  the  brain,  tlicre  was  an  im- 
uifual  quantity  of  lerum,  with  which  likewife 
i.the  ventricles  were  nearly  filled.  The  }>lexus 
sxhoroideus  was  pale,  and  flicwed  many  fmall  hy- 
datids formed  in  different  parts.  The  cortical 
I'iubfiance  ot  the  brain,  well  marked  by  its  couvo- 
|iutions,  feemed  fomewhat  ccntraflcd ; but  the 
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medullary  portion,  and  the  other  parts,  exhibited 
no  morbid  appearance.  • v 

454.  Morgagni  has  recorded  the  difle6tion  ofi 
a nobleman,  advanced  in  life,  who,  after  being  ■ 
long  fubject  to  a hypochondriacal  alfe<^lion,  and  ^ 
vertigo,  in  November  1705,  was  feized  with  a| 
cornatofe  qffeElion^  combined  with  what  the  authorl 
confiders  as  a very  bad  fever,  by  which  he  was  ^ 
cut  off  in  about  two  days.  But  as  Valfalva, — - ■ 
from  whom  Morgagni  has  taken  the  cafe, — be-1 

fules  delirium,  mentions  thedrowfi-  ■ 

Third  dilTcflion.  ■ • , r • ^ 

neis  as  the  principal  lymptom,  it  ap-  , 
pears  probable  that  this  fever  did  not  differ  much 
from  that  called  foporoja  fenum.  In  the  abdomen^ 
and  thorax  “ all  the  parts  were  found  in  a found  J 
ftate  ; and,  although  there  was  a fmell  of  that  ■ 
kind  which  ufually  takes  place  in  fevers  from  , 
worms,  in  fome  people  caufmg  a watering  of  the  j 
eyes,  in  .others  fneezing,  worms  could  no  where  : 
be  detedted.  On  difiedling  the  brain,  water  of  a 
thick  confiftence  was  found  in  its  convolutions,  - 
and  likewife  where  the  medulla  oblongata  de- 
feends  into  the  tube  of  the  fpine,  but  in  fmall 
quantity  in  both  places  The  following  ob- 
fervation  feems  to  apply  more  diredlly  to  the  dif- 
eafe  of  which  we  are  treating  ; for  the  perfon 
feized  with  it  “ approached  his  fixtieth  year ; la- 
bouring under  an  acute  difeafe,  he  was  brought 
into  the  hofpital  at  the  lart:  hage  of  the  complaint, 
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’■where  he  lay  in  a ftate  of  ftupor,  and  could 
jfcarccly  return  an  anfwer  to  the  queftions  put  to 
Ihim.  He  often  threw  ofi'  the  bed-cloaths,  as  if 
Ihe  were  opprefl'ed  ■with  burning  heat,  althouglr 
; to  another  perfon  he  fcarcely  appeared  as  warm 
:as  ufual,  or  even  at  the  extremities  felt  cold. 
'The  pulfe  at  one  time  was  hardly  perceptible,  at 
(.another  time  it  again  became  fenfible,  but  was 
lhard,  fmall,  and  intermitted.  The  refpiration, 

1 however,  was  natural.  After  experiencing  thel'e 
jifymptoms  during  the  latter  days  of  the  complaint, 
Ihe  expired  about  the  fourteenth.”  Which  de- 
Ifcription,  in  general,  exadly  correfponds  with 
‘that  given  in  par.  446.  “ Having  opened  the 

labdomen  and  thorax,  the  ftomach 
;and  mtenines  are  found  nightly  fuf- 
ifufed  with  rednefs,  as  if  they  had  been  in  a ftate 
(of  incipient  inflammation  ; in  the  ventricles  of 
tthe  heart,  however,  the  blood  was  thicker,  though 
i?fluid.  After  removing  the  cranium,  while  the 
tdura  mater  was  divided,  and  the  brain  taken  out, 
.a  fmall  difeharge  of  limpid  ferum  took  place. 
ILikewife,  under  the  pia  mater,  which  ftiewei-l 
! flight  fymptems  of  having  been  inflamed,  the  fur- 
irows,  which  dip  down  between  the  convolutions 
(of  the  brain,  flowed  with  the  fame  ferum.  Laftly, 
iin  the  lateral  ventricles,  a fmall  quantity  of  blood- 
tcolourcd  ferum  was  difeovered  f.” 

. * Epift.  anat.  med.  de  fed.  et  caiif.  morb.  Ep.  vi.  n.  2. 
t Ibid.  n.  8. 
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455.  From  thefe  difTedinns,  though  not  nu- 
merous, it  appears  very  probable,  ^ 

Explanation  of  ^ . 1 • r i 1 • 1 1 ^ 

the  caufes.  that  in  this  icvcr  the  brain  labours  j 
under  nearly  the  fame  vitiated  ftates  J 
which  have  been  difeovered  by  anatomifts  in  i 
other  lethargic  afPcclions  generally  confifting  | 
either  of  abfcelTes  of  the  brain,  or  a collection  of  ] 
gelatinous  lymph  betwixt  the  dura  and  pia  ma-  I 
ter,  or  of  ferum,  whether  limpid  or  thick,  turbid,  j 
or  even  bloody,  ftagnating  in  the  brain,  or  effu-  | 
fed  into  its  ventricles  ; or,  laftly,  of  immoderate  1 
diftenfion  and  infarClion  of  the  blood-vclTels,  with  ] 
which  the  pia  mater  and  brain  itfelf  abound  *}*.  J 
Moreover,  it  would  appear,  that  the  more  fre-  jj 
quent  caufe  is,  dilatation  of  the  veffels,  and  a fe-  I 
rous  and  vil'cid  colluvies  overwhelming  the  brain  1 
and  its  ventricles.  All  which  things — in  old 
people,  who  perfpire  little,  in  whom  generally  ^ 
there  is  a fuperabundance  of  pituitous  and  crude 
humours,  who  arc  particularly  liable  to  indura- 
tions of  the  velTels  of  the  brain,  or  to  atony,  the  . 
very  oppolite  condition,  and  therefore  are  highly 
predifpofed  to  congeftions  and  collections  of  the  ' 
fluids — begin  to  take  place  gradually,  and  im- 
perceptibly increafe  to  fuch  a degree,  that  at 
length,  on  the  fiipervention  of  fomc  proper  ex- 
citing caufe,  they  fall  into  this  fliocking  and  fital 
complaint.  I fliall  not  enter  into  the  difpute  a- 
bout  the  various  ways  in  wliich  fuch  a ferous  col- 
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‘.□vies  may  take  place  in  the  brain,  partly  becaufe 
conlider  that  as  being  rather  the  province  of 
general  pathology,  and  partly  becaufe  it  will  be 
more  particularly  treated  of  under  the  head  of  a- 
noplexy,  and  comatofe  alFedlions  of  a iimilar 
llamp.  Nor  fhall  I juft  now  inquire,  whether 
iever  be  always  excited  by  fucll  a caule,  or  whe- 
;lher  it  arifo  from  foine  other  caufe,  and  be  only 
combined  with  it,  or  occafion  or  aggravate  it ; 
iince  that  would  lead  me  into  an  inveftigation  of 
coo  great  length.  This,  however,  feems  to  me 
nrobable,  that  the  ferous  colluvies  may  caufe  the 
filupor  and  fleep,  but  not  the  fever,  imlefs  there 
?oe  fomc  acrimony  prefent,  in  the  ferous  humour, 
ior  fome  inflammation  of  the  membranes  and 
brain  be  conjoined  with  it,  in  confcqucnce  of 
which  the  medullary  fibres  and  nerves  attached 
CO  them  are  irritated,  fo  that,  fpafm  being  indu- 
ced, firft  coldnefs  of  the  extremities  fellows,  next 
ihe  motion  of  the  heart  and  arteries  is  incrcafed, 
md  all  the  fluids  are  thrown  into  agitation,  and 
iiflervefee.  On  the  fame  vellication  of  the  brain, 
;t  is  evident,  that  the  delirium,  fubfultus  tendi- 
num,  and  convulfions,  ought  to  depend  ; and, 
ft  ever  tlie  compreflTion  prevails  over  the  irritation, 

■ t is  manifeft,  that  the  parts  correfponding  with 
: hofe  which  are  comprclTed  in  the  brain,  as  the 
onguc,  fauces,  one  or  other  fide  of  the  bronchia, 
md  one  or. other  leg,  become  refolved  as  in  para- 
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lyfis  and  hemiplegia.  But  fmee,  in  conrequciicc 
of  the  motion  of  the  fluids  being  increafed  by  the 
fever,  the  ferous  colluvies  is  gradually  hurried 
into  the  circulation,  and  the  brain  is  relieved  both 
from  the  comprelTion  and  irritation,  it  is  probable 
that  the  fenfes  return,  the  fleep  is  lhaken  off,  and 
the  fever  gradually  fubfides,  until,  the  congeflion 
within  a certain  time  being  again  renewed,  the 
acceffion  again  returns,  fometimes  looner,  fome- 
tiines  later,  fometimes  more  forcibly,  at  other 
times  lefs  forcibly,  according  to  the  variation  of 
its  quantity  or  irritating  power,  attended  with 
nearly  the  fame  fymptoms. 

* Bonet.  Sepulchr.  t.  i.  feft.  iii.  Alfo  Morgagni  Epift.  A- 
nat.  Med.  Epift.  vi. 

f Morgag.  ibid. 


V 


456.  It  likewife  often  happens,  that  an  inflam- 
matory diathefis  of  the  blood,  efpe- 
dally  at  firft,  is  conjoined  with  this 
caufe;  G,r  an  eryfipelatous  inflam- 
fytuptems.  niation  of  the  vifeera  internally,  in 
confequence  of  which  thiift,  heat,  hiccup,  anxie- 
ty, and  coldnefs  of  the  extremities,  as  in  the  true 
lipyricE,  concur  together.  According,  therefore, 
to  the  variery,  concotirfc,  or  complication  of 
other  fymptoms,  the  magnitude  and  danger  of 
the  fever,  as  well  as  the  fymptoms,  mufl:  necel- 
farily  varv  not  a little.  In  the  old  man  of  feven- 
ty,  therefore,  whom  I already  mentioned  (45*^’) 
having  died  on  the  29th  day,  during  the  firft  days 
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of  the  difeafe,  after  recovering  from  the  cold  of 
2ach  acceffion,  his  pulfe  was  Ifrong,  hard,  and 
vibrating,  and  the  blood  drawn  tenacious,  firm, 
md  covered  with  the  huffy  coat.  But,  in  the 
orogrefs  of  the  complaint,  and  efpecially  after  the 
fourteenth  day,  the  coldnefs  on  the  furface  be- 
;came  almoft  perpetual,  while  he  complained  of 
jsxceffive  heat  internally,  and  intolerable  thirft  ; 
md,  lahly,  the  pulfe  became  fo  fine,  fmall,  and 
iirrcgular,  that,  as  in  afphyxia,  it  fometimes  be- 
ccame  almoft  imperceptible,  while  the  fenfes  flill 


continued  entire,  though  ibmewhat  languid.  To 


ihefe  pernicious  fymptoms  was  added  firft  a thin, 
fetid,  colliquative  diarrhoea,  and  next  a tympa- 
nitic fwelling  of  the  abdomen.  But  in  this  pa- 
dent,  befides  the  fleep  that  accompanied  the  pa- 
■-'oxyfms,  there  was  an  abfeefs  in  the  bladder, 
:hat  for  a long  time  difeharged  with  the  urine, 
which  came  away  fpontaneoufly,  as  happens  in 
i ncontinence  of  it,  a great  deal  of  very  fetid  pus,' 
without  remarkable  uneafinefs.  That  the  bladder 
was  principally  afi'ected,  was  manifeft  from  a large 
:umor  in  the  hypogaftrium,  that  could  cafily  be 
Jclt  by  the  hand.  Hence,  perhaps,  arofc  the  hic- 
cup, with  which  the  patient  was  diftreffed  during 
the  laft  days  of  the  difeafe. 

457.  In  this  fever  I would  propofe  no  other 
plan  of  treatment  than  that  men- 

• 1 • 1 1 / The  cure. 

noned  in  the  general  cure  (42.'. 

for  in  general  all  remedies  prove  inefficacious.  If 
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any  of  them  have  ever  proved  of  fcrvicc,  we  arc  S 
allured  that  their  good  eflte»ft  muft  have  procecd-M 
ci  from  bleeding,  from  employing  wet  cupping-® 
glafles,  and  chiefly  from  cant'harides  applied  to® 
the  nape  of  the  neck,  to  the  arms  or  legs,  i^ay,® 
to  the  head  itfelf,  producing  ulcers  there,  .which 
are  to  be  kept  open  for  a length  of  time.  In  one  1 
word,  all  xthofe  things  which  produce  revulfion 
from  the  head,  excite  the  nervous  influence,  roufe  a 
tlie  vital  powers,  diminilh  and  draw  forth  tne  v 
quantity  of  ferous  fluid,  are  proven  by  expe-  ■ 
rience  to  be  preferable  to  other  remedies.  Lc  j 
Roy  affirms,  that  the  liberal  employment  of  fine-  1 
ly-powdered  bark  has  fometimes  turned  out  well.  1 
But  the  Peruvian  bark  is  completely  inert  in  this*| 
fever,  nay,  fometimes  aggravates  it,  as  I have  re-  ^ 
peatedly  found  by  experience.  Probably,  when  * 
it  has  proved  ferviceable,  the  fever  was  an  inter- 
ji\itting  one  of  the  perutetous  kind,  attended  with  - 
drowfinefs,  fuch  as  we  have  elfewhere  remarked,  ^ 
with  which  the  fever  now  under  difeuffion  may 
cafily  be  confounded. 


THE  PUERPERAL  PEVER  OF  THE  MODERNS*. 

458.  There  is  no  reafon  why  puerperal  wo- 
men fliould  be  exempt  from  whatever  other  dif- 
eafes  and  fevers  attack  women  in  general.  Hence 
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it  is  not  unufual  for  them  to  be  attacked  with  pe- 
ripneumonia, pleurify,  angina,  apo- 
plexy, catarrh,  rheumatifm,  conti- 
nued or  intermitting  fevers,  both 
benign  and  malignant,  fmall-pox, 
meafles,  the  miliary  eruption,  and  other  com- 
plaints, from  common  and  accidental  caufes  ; fo 
that  there  is  fcarcely  a difeafe  into  which  they 
do  not  occafionally  fall.  For  why  fliould  they 
be  exempt  from  the  miferies  which  are  the  lot  of 
humanity  ? But,  bcfides,  they  are  not  free  from 
certain  difeafes  peculiar  to  parturition.  When 
we  treated  of  the  milk-fever  of  puer- 
peral women  (357*),  I then  not  on- 
ly  explained  its  different  varieties, 
but  I briefly  pointed  out  certain  fecondary  or 
fymptomatic  fevers,  which  are  occafioned  by 
too  copious  a congeftion  or  coagulation  of  milk 
in  the  breafts,  or  by  inflammation  of  the  uterus,. 
JOT  by  an  unexpedted  raetaftafis  of  the  milk,  or  lo- 
chia (365.  and  368.).  But  it  remains  for  me 
here  to  treat  of  an  acute  fever, — fometimes  aggra- 
vated daily,  fometimes  every  fecond  day, — by 
moll  authors  efteemed  malignant  or  putrid,  faid 
particularly  to  attack  lying- ui  women,  and  occa- 
fioning  great  danger.  As  it  is  fuppofed  to  be 
peculiar  to  puerperal  women,  it  is  named  by  feve- 
ral  modern  writers  puerperal  fever  'j',  as  if  it  were 
■ VoL.  II.  M 
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a new  kind  of  fever,  and  altogether  unknown  to 
the  ancients,  without  any  precife  denomination, 
and  not  referable  to  any  fever  formerly  known. 


* Synonyms.  The  Febris  puerperalis  of  Edward  Strother, 
critic,  febr.  or  a critical  ejay  on  fevers,  c.  ix.  /».  2 1 2.  'Ihe  Puer- 
peralfever  of  Hulmc,  Lond.  1718.  A Treatife  on  puerperal  fe- 
ver, &c.  and  Leake,  PraBical  Obfervations  on  Child-bed  Fevers, 
&c’.  The  febris  puerperarum  of  White.  The  febris  lochialis 
^ulgo  in  Anglia  dicla,  fed  perpcr am,  of  the  fame  autlior.  The 
febris  laElea  puerperarum  of  I^e  Roy,  Prem.  Memoir,  fur  les 
fievr.  aigtles,  p.  196.  Tht  febris  putrida  puerperis  fuperveniens 
eK  biliofo  humorum  apparatu,  vel  ex  diate  erroribus,  of  Rivenus. 
Prax.  Med.  1.  15.  c.  24.  The  febris  putrida  puerperarum  of 
Raym.  Jo.  Fortis,  De  febrib.  et  morb.  nmlier.  p.  484-  The  fe- 
bris putrida,  feu  potius  maligna  puerper  arum,  ol  Willis,  De  febrib. 
c 16. />.  76.  The  febris  uterina  a partu  tarn  humoralis,  quam 
nervofa,  of  Raulin.  Traite  des  malad.  des  femm.  en  couche, 
fea  iii.  c.  X.  p.  219.  The miliaris  complicata,  five  pu- 
irida  maligna,  of  Gaftellier,  Frait'e  de  la  Fievr.  miliare  des  femm. 

en  couche,  p.  6. 

+ According  to  Hulme,  the  firR  perfon  who  wrote  concern- 
ing this  fever,  and  employed  the  name  by  which  it  now  goes, 
was  Strother,  m his  CVi/ta  Fdriu«,,  &c.  pubhfl.eJ  at  Loo- 
don,  an.  1718. 


459.  That  this  fever  is  not  new,  nor  over- 
looked by  the  ancients,  is  eafily  gathered  from 
the  works  of  the  oldeft  writers,  as 
The  puerperal  • properly  obfervcd  by  Van 

to  the  an-  Swicten  White  "f,  stid  others 
even  of  thofe  who  have  adopted  its 
new  denomination,  and  exprefsly  written  on  the 
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fubjed.  But  it  no  where  appears  more  clearly 
that  this  fever  was  known  to  the  ancients,  and 
very  accurately  defcribed  by  them,  than  in  the  firft 
and  third  book  of  the  Epidemics  of  Hippocrates:};, 
in  which  eight  hiftories  of  puerperal  women  la- 
bouring under  it  are  recorded,  bearing  the  moft 
perfedt  refemblance  to  thofe  defcribed  by  modern 
authors.  It  might  almoft  be  fuppofed  that  fome 
of  them  had  been  tranfcribed  from  Hippocrates. 

I All  manner  of  praife,  however,  is  due  to  thefe 
I authors  for  endeavouring,  by  new  and  repeated 
I inveftigations,  to  throw  light  upon  it ; although  it 
I does  not  appear  fufficiently  clear  that  the  utility  de- 
rived from  their  works  correfponds  with  the  num- 
ber of  the  authors,  or  the  feverity  of  their  labours. 
For,  concerning  the  nature,  caufes,  and  cure  of 
this  difeafe,  I find  fuch  diverfity  of  opinion  pre- 
vailing among  them,  that  it  becomes  no  eafy  talk 
for  ftudents  to  determine,  to  whom  credit  ought 
to  be  given,  or  by  whofc  opinion  they  ought  to 
abide.  Therefore,  before  proceeding  to  its  de- 
fcription,  refpedting  which  there  is  the  like  diffe- 
rence of  opinion  among  phyficians,  I think  it 
will  be  worth  while  to  give  a flight  view  of 
I the  principal  theories,  which  have  hitherto  been 
publiflied,  concerning  the  nature  and  origin 
of  tlie  puerperal  fever,  and  have  occafionally 
given  rife  to  a great  deal  of  debate.  At  the 
' lame  time,  I fliall  give  their  arguments  as  im- 
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the  way  to  the  true  pathology  and  treatment 


of  the  difeafe  j w'hich  1 confider  as  the  piincipal  . 

_ja  r^lnn 


has  become  a common  opinion  ^ 


tcntionofmiik.  milk  being  retained 

within  the  blood,  in  puerperal  women,  anle 
not  only  various  fevere  complaints,  as  apo- 
plexy, peripneiimony,  and  abfcefles,  thence  called 
laBeaU  but  alio  the  very  fever  of  which  we  are 
writing.  The  chief  of  thefe  authors  is  Le  Roy, 
who  tells  us,  that  it  is  wifely  ordered  by  na- 
ture, that  fome  remarkable  change  in  the  animal 
economy  lliould  take  place  after  deli\  er^ , by 
which  the  milk,  which  was  carried  to  the 
uterus  for  the  nourilliment  of  the  foetus,  may 
immediately  be  dircdcd  to  the  breafts  to  be  fuck- 
ed by  the  infant.  If,  either  in  confequence  of 
an  error  of  nature,  or  fome  other  caiife,  this 
neceffary  and  falutary  operation  is  impeded, 
and  the  fecretion  of  milk  in  the  breaftb  be- 


The  French  de- 
livc  it  from  re- 


ainong  the  French,  that  in  confc-  j 


comes  defe<5tive,  and  is  not  fupplied  by  the  dif- 
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charge  of  the  lochia  in  fufficient  quantity  ; then 
the  bad  confequences  already  mentioned,  in  con- 
fequence  of  the  milk  being  mixed  with  the 
blood,  and  not  feparated  from  it,  muft  ncceffarily 
a rife 

* Prem.  mem.  fur  les  Jievr  aiguesy  p-  202.  et  fcq. 

' 461.  He  concludes  that  this  is  the  trueft,  and 

mod  frequent,  of  all  the  caufes  of  the  fehres  per^ 

\ ntciofay — in  oppofition  to  the  opi- 

. r t i ..  1 r • 1 Their  reafons  for 

mon  of  the  ancients,  who  are  laid  thinking  fo. 
to  have  afcribed  them  generally  to 
I retention  of  the  lochia, — i.  Becaufe  fuch  women 
as  do  not  fuckle  their  own  children  are  more  pre- 
difpofed  to  thefe  fevers  ; or,  if  they  efcape  them, 
become  liable  to  emaciation,  hyfteria,  vertigo,  or 
troublefome  cough ; while  fuch  as  give  fuck  to  their 
I children,  or  niirfes,  are  exempt  from  them.  2.  Be- 
caufe  milk  colledfed  or  coagulated  in  the  breads 
is  the  caufe  of  the  tumors,  infiammations,  and  ab- 
feeffes,  with  which  fuch  females  are  troubled.  3. 
Becaufe  the  milk  floating  in  the  blood,  being  at 
length  carried  to  a particular  part,  fometimes  fituate 
internally,  fometimes  externally,  frequently  fettles 
there,  and,  in  confequence  of  being  colledled,  occa- 
fions  various  tumors,  both  of  the  lymphatic  and  j^n- 
flammatorykind.  4.  Becaufe  the  bodies  of  patients, 
when  opened,  plainly  fhew  that  fuch  abfeefles, — 
which  are  generally  found  about  the  uterus,  and 
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its  ligaments,  or  about  the  iliac  and  pfoas  mufclcs, 
or  in  the  cellular  membrane  of  the  peritonseum, 
and  other  parts  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  ute-  ; 
rus  — are  juftly  named  laBeal ; as  he  himfelf 
found  in  the  abdomen  of  a woman,  who  had  died 
of  puerperal  fever,  a quantity  of  fcrum,  in  which 
clouds  refembling  coagulated  milk  were  obfer- 
ved  floating.  5.  Becaufe  the  lochia  in  a great 
meafure  confift  of  certain  lacteal  fluids,  which,  if 
that  difcharge  be  fupprefled,  being  retained,  conta- 
minate and  infed  the  blood  itfelf.  For  he  denies  I 
that  this  fever  originates  from  the  lochia  being  | 
checked  and  retained,  on  account  of  their  fup-  i 
preflion  generally  fucceeding,  not  preceding,  the  | 
fever.  6.  Becaufe  praaitioners  of  the  greatefl:  | 
experience  feel  much  fatisfaaion  in  obferving  a | 
copious  fecretion  of  milk  take  place  in  the  breafts  ^ 
of  puerperal  women,  and  draw  a very  favour-  \ 
able  prognofis  from  it ; and,  on  the  other  hand,  .] 
are  apprehenfive  of  danger,  if,  in  confequence 
of  no  fecretion  of  milk  taking  place,  and  the 
breafts  remaining  flaccid,  a fevere  fever  comes 
on. 

* Puzos  Second,  mem.  fur  les  Dupots  laiteux.  Item  vid.  Levret. 
Uart  des  accouchem.  p.  146.  147*  *5°'  Chomcl.  Acad, 

des  fcienc.  Pan  1728.  Mem.  p.  581.  et  feq.  Laftly,  Acad,  des 
fcienc.  Pan  1746.  Mem.  p.  160. 

4^2.  Such  are  the  arguments  employed  by 
ihofe  who,  with  Le  Roy  and  other  french  au- 
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thors,  derive  this  fever  from  the  milk  being  retained 
in  the  blood.  But  fo  violent  is  the  prejudice  of  the 
vulgar  in  this  refpedt,  that,  whatever  crofs  acci- 
dent befals  puerperal  women,  is  immediately  afcri- 
bed,  not  to  fay  by  phyficians  and  furgeons,  but 
by  the  mere  ignorant,  to  this  caufe.  But  many 
well-founded  obje(£l;ions  oblige  us  to  reject  both 
their  reafoning  and  deductions.  For,  i.  it  is 
neither  milk,  nor  a milky  fluid,  nor 

• 'll  1 • 1 • • 1 Their  arguments 

is  It  chyle,  which  is  carried  to  the  . refuted, 
uterus  to  nourifli  the  foetus  ; but 
blood  and  finer  fluids  fecrcted  from  it  are  deftined 
for  that  purpofe,  as  all  found  phyfiologifts  are  at 
length  agreed  *.  But  let  us  grant  that  it  is  in 
faCt  the  chyle,  or  laCteal  fluid,  which  is  carried 
to  the  uterus  for  the  nourifliment  of  the  foetus, 
it  may  next  be  aiked,  I prefume,  whether  that 
chyle,  or  laCleal  fluid,  be  carried  by  the  ufual 
paflages  of  the  blood  to  the  uterus,  or  whether  it 
defcend  to  it  from  the  receptacles  of  the  chyle  by 
veflels  fet  apart  for  the  purpofe,  without  having 
connection  with  the  blood  ? If  the  firft  fuppofi- 
tion  be  admitted, — and  certainly  it  is  more  con- 
fiflent  with  anatomical  truth, — although  it  be 
mixed  with  the  blood,  how  can  it  be  aflerted  that 
any  bad  confequence  refults  from  fuch  a mixture  ? 
Hence  no  harm  can  be  occafioned,  either  by  its 
flowing  back  from  the  uterus  to  the  blood,  or  by 
its  being  retained  in  the  blood.  For  why  fhould  the 
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fluid  defigned  for  nouriftiing  the  foetus,  and  which  M 
is  by  nature  fo  very  bland  and  mild,  prove  ini-  9 
mical  to  the  mother  ? Is  not  chyle  daily  mixed  m 
with  the  blood,  and  retained  in  it,  to  re-  1 
pair  the  conftant  exhauftion  that  is  going  on  ? I 
But  if  the  other  fuppofition  be  admitted,  I ihould  I 
be  glad  to  have  thofe  different  paflTages  pointed  I 
out  to  me  ; and  whoever  can  do  fo  will  throw  I 
eflfential  light  on  the  fubje£l;.  After  thefe  prefa-  I 
tory  remarks,  I would  ftill  afk,  why  the  chyle,  1 
or  ladleal  fluid,  which  in  man  daily  flows  from  i 
the  thoracic  du£t,  and  by  other  ways,  into  the  j 
blood,  and  is  retained  in  it,  with  impunity  to  the 
individual,  by  being  retained  in  the  blood,  as  they 
contend,  fhould  prove  fo  injurious  to  puerperal 
women  alone  ? Nor  will  the  difficulty  be  removed 
by  alleging,  that  the  ladeal  fluid  is  prepared  and  ' 
fecreted  in  the  uterus  itfelf ; for  the  ladeal  or  lym- 
pbatico4a£ieal,  veflfels,  wdiich  fome  pretend  to  have 
difeovered  in  the  uterus  of  a woman  f,  have  not 
been  pointed  out  fo  clearly,  as  not  ftill  to  leave  | 
the  matter  in  the  utmoft  ambiguity  J.  2.  Though 
what  is  alleged  of  women  fuckling  their  children 
generally  holds  good,  namely,  that  they  enjoy 
better  health,  and  are  probably  lefs  liable  to 
acute  fevers,  than  thole  who  do  not  fuetde  theii 
children, — about  the  truth  of  which  1 have  not  lei- 
fure  at  prefent  to  difpute  ; — it  is  no  new  thing  for 
even  them  to  be  feized  with  puerperal  fever,  from 
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'Which  they  run  confiderable  hazard,  as  I myfelf 
ihave  more  than  once  had  an  opportunity  of  obfer- 
ving.  Nay,  it  is  no  uncommon  thing  in  this  fc- 
'ver,  for  milk  to  be  fecreted  in  the  breafts  in  great 
:«}iiantity,  caufing  a very  manifeft  turgefcence  in 
tthem  1],  to  the  laft  ftage  of  the  complaint;  which 
iis  certainly  an  argument  §,  that  ladtation,  as  being 
jxonfiftent  with  the  intention  of  nature,  may  be 
jmfeful  to  puerperal  -women  for  many  reafons,  but 
[mot  on  account  of  its  guarding  againfi:  the  reten- 
lition  and  reflux  of  the  milk.  3.  The  complaints, 
\with  which  women  -u'ho  do  not  give  fuck,  or  long 
rafter  parturition,  are  faid  to  be  affedted,  neither 
jalways  attack  them,  nor  are  nurfes  altogether 
jpreferved  from  them  ; as  they  are  more  generally 
rafifedfed  with  emaciacion,  vertigo,  hyfteria,  lofs 
of  ftrength,  and  confumption,  as  the  peculiar 
Tyiiiptoms  of  ladtation  **,  than  thofe  who  do  not 
'give  fuck,  uiilefs  they  be  of  a ftrong  conftitu- 
ttion. 

* Frid.  Bern.  Alblnus,  De  mtura  hommlsf  § 1504.  1505. 
-Htiller  Ph^folog.  1.  xxix.  §•  33.  34.  35.  36.  Caldan.  InJUt. 
Fk<jftol.  § 508.  524.  525. 

f VieufTen.  after  Verhcyen,  ii.  p.  43.  Falconet.  Deidier. 
Fizes,  Horn,  and  others,  but  efpecially  Aftruc  f Malad.  dcs 
femm.).  “ But  thefe  authors,”  as  Haller  obferves,  (1.  c.  § 30.), 
“ have  transferred  to  man  the  fabric  of  ruminating  animals.” 

Haller  Phifol.  1,  xxviii.  feel.  2.  § 46.  48.  where  he  fays : 
“ lo  thefe — viz.  the  lymphatics  of  the  uterus — I refer  the  veflels 
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formerly  called  the  lafteals  of  the  uterus,”  of  which  he  had 
already  treated  in  book  xxvii.  But  the  exiftence  of  thefe  vef- 
fels  is  much  more  confidently  denied  by  Azzoguidi,  not  only 
in  his  Injlitution.  Medic,  vol.  i.  § 154.  but  alfo  in  his  Ohfervation^ 
ccficerning  the  JlruElure  of  the  uterus,  publiflied  in  the  year  1775 
at  Bologna,  where  (p.  36.  et  feq.)  he  both  quotes  the  authoril^ 
of  Morgagni,  which  is  of  great  weight,  and  that  of  Annji^ 
Manzolina,  diflinguiflied  for  her  anatomical  refearch,  togethe^^l 
with  the  obfervations  of  the  celebrated  Mofeatus,  profeflbr  of 
anatomy,  a man  of  incredible  Ikill ; and  likewife  mentions  the  i 
inveftigation  w'hich  he  himfelf  had  often  fet  on  foot,  with  all  ^ 
manner  of  diligence,  to  elucidate  the  fubjed. 

11  Leake,  1.  c.  ! 

§ In  the  collection  of  the  Medical  Society  of  Hamburgh,  pu-.^ 
blilhed  in  German  by  Gifeke,  (p.  136.  to  160.),  this  fad  isi 
confirmed  ; for  in  it  the  author  affirms,  that  the  difeafes  whicl^ 
are  generally  aferibed  to  aberration  of  the  milk,  fuch  as  feverJ 
tumors  about  the  uterus  and  legs,  &c.  fometimes  alfo  hapf 
pened  to  puerperal  women  who  gave  fuck  to  their  childrei^ 
and  in  whom  there  was  a fuperfluous  quantity  of  milk,  whil<|^ 
their  lochia  at  the  fame  time  flowed  as  they  ought.  Vid# 
I’auli  Dieteric.  Gifeke,  M.  D.  Abhandlungen  und  Beohachtungeif^ 
aus  der  Arzueygelahrheit,  tffc,  or  Comm.  Lipf.  vol.  xxii.  p.  13 1.  ^ 

**  IMorton,  Phthifolg.  1.  i.  c.  vi.  . . > 

1 

463.  4.  It  mull  be  obferved,  that  forae-  % 

times  a fparing  fccretion  of  milk  takes  place,,] 
nay,  that  it  does  not  take  place  , 
the  refutation,  ^^■in^e  the  locliia  are  not 

more  copious  than  iifual,  without 
puerperal  women  receiving  any  injury,  much 
iefs  being  attacked  with  puerperal  fever.  5.  On 
the  contrary,  it  has  frequently^  been  occafioned 
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)beforc  the  fuppreffion  of  the  milk,  and  after  its 
lappearance  the  breads  have  fometimes  remained 
{long  turgid  with  milk,  and  it  is  not  always  avoid- 
?ed  by  thofe  who,  at  the  very  firft,  fuckle  their 
■Children,  as  will  be  fliewn  by  inftances  hereafter 
CO  be  adduced.  6.  It  is  an  eftablifhed  fa£t,  that 
i)jy  ftagnation  and  heat,  the  milk  becomes  fo  vi- 
i’dated  and  corrupted,  that  it  may  prove  injurious 
[co  the  fyftem  by  remaining  too  long,  or  concre- 
tiing  in  the  breads  : in  which  cafe,  however, 
jwhatever  pades  back  into  the  blood,  generally, 
|lf  it  be  not  repelled  in  too  great  quantity,  and  too 
Imddenly,  as  has  already  been  faid,  may  eafily  be 
^expelled  by  nature,  either  by  diarrhoea,  fweat,  or 
urine,  or  by  any  other  way,  or  by  feveral  ways, 
without  adefting  the  health  much,  as  feveral  great 
men  grant  But  that  which  has  already  coagu- 
lated, and  cannot  be  refolved,  occafions  tumors 
more  or  lefs  hard,  or  abfeedes,  not  very  difficult 
of  cure,  and  almod  void  of  danger.  7.  As  it  is 
probable  that  fome  milk  is  every  day  added  to  the 
blood,  by  the  lymphatics,  without  injury  to  the 
|beallh,  as  the  injections  of  Meckel  feem  to  indi- 
bate  'j',  it  cannot  be  conceived  why  a liquor  fo 
i^very  bland,  fweet,  and  mild,  and  fo  friendly  to 
jpuerperal  women,  whether  retained  or  abforbed, 
[ought  to  excite  a very  bad  kind  of  fever,  inflam- 
smations,  tumors,  abfeefles,  and  pains,  both  in- 
fernally and  externally,  imlefs  it  had  previoufly 
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acquired  fome  remarkable  taint,  or  fome  other 
caufc  intervened,  as  expofure  to  cold,  or  fome 
confiderable  error  in  diet,  to  which  thefe  com- 
plaints might  be  afcribed  with  more  juftice. 

* Van  Swieten  on  Boerhaave,  § 1329.  where  he  quotes  the  Ji 
authority  of  feveral  very  refpeftable  authors,  as  Peu,  ( Pratiqtu 
des  accouchem.  p.  214.),  Levret,  ( Dart  des  accouchem,  p.  135.),^ 
Zic.  who  own  tlie  fame  thing,  from  a convidtion  of  its  truth,  i 


f Nov.  exper.  el  ohfervat.  de  jinihus  venar.  et  vafor.  lymphatijJ. 
Berolin.  an.  1772,  p.  56.  & 57.  where  he  obferves  : « TherCl 
would  be  a very  wide  field  for  animadverting  on  the  errors  in| 
medicine,  to  be  derived  from  this  fource,  which  fo  frequently 
occur  in  fyftematic  works.  In  the  courfe  of  my  praftice  I have ,] 
repeatedly  obferved,  that  old  women,  and  ignorant  people,  | 
without  any  caufe,  have  afcribed  to  the  milk’s  retiring  into  thc'^ 
blood,  almoft  all  the  difeafes  which  attack  puerperal  women,  || 
which  a fkllful  phyfician  at  once  rccognifes  as  the  effects  ofi 
inflammatory  fever,  arifing  after  child-bearing,  or  of  cold,  or,^ 
fome  error  committed  in  diet.”  Leake  makes  fome  remarks  . -i 
of  a fimilar  nature,  1.  c.  i 


464.  8.  I would  afk,  if  the  milk  forced  back^| 
into  the  blood,  while  ftill  bland,  and  by  no 
means  acrid,  nor  vitiated  by  ftag- 


nation,  could  occafion  fuch  dread- 


ful complaints,  why  niirfes,  on  dif- 
miffing  their  infants  from  the  breaft,  are  not 
equally  liable  to  them  ? Of  all  that  I have  feen,  I 
never  knew  of  one  falling  into  any  ferious  difeafe 
from  fuch  a caufe.  9.  To  return  to  the  diflediions, 
on  which  I feel  myfelf  called  upon  to  remark 
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by  fuch  as  accufe  the  milk  ; the  matter  like  milk, 
^which,  they  fay,  is  found  effufed  about  the  intef- 
Ikines  and  other  vifcera  in  the  cavity  of  the  abdo- 
men, appears  to  be  nothing  but  pus  proceeding 
.from  the  omentum  according  to  lome  ; or, 
ifroin  other  vifcera,  and  parts  in  a ftate  of  fuppu- 
iration,  as  the  peritonasum,  which  the  Englifli 
lhave  of  late  remarked.  But  the  fluid  refenibling 
[the  ferum  of  milk,  with  which  they  have  obferved 
fthc  abdominal  cavity  fometimes  abounding,  was 
L’^ither  fine  pus  exprefled  from  the  inflamed  intef- 
ttines,  or  concrefciblc  lymph  poured  from  them, 
land  in  a corrupted  ftate,  or  chyle  from  the  veins, 
[perhaps  the  lacteal  ones,  in  confequence  of  their 
[being  ruptured,  lacerated,  eroded,  deftroyed  by 
flTphacelus,  and  laid  open,  difcharged  gradually 
ulong  with  the  lymphatic  fluid.  Nor  is  it  a new 
thing  for  a matter  like  milk  frequently  to  be  met 
with  by  diflediers  in  abfcelTes,  both  internal  and 
Jixternal,  where  tliere  could  be  no  caufe  to  fufpedt 
:the  prefence  of  milk,  to  account  for  fuch  an  ap- 
ipcarance  f.  lo.  With  refpedt  to  the  tumors 
and  abfcelfes  of  various  kinds,  which  occur  in 
[puerperal  women  about  the  uterus  and  its  liga- 
iments,  or  within  the  iliac  and  pfoas  mufcles,  or 
iin  the  groin,  thighs,  and  other  parts  j I think 
ithat  tliefe — to  fay  nothing  of  the  retention,  or 
imetaftafis,  of  the  lochia  — may  more  fairly 
be  derived  from  the  gravid  and  fwoln  uterus 
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prcfling  upon  the  neighbouring  parts,  or  from  th^ 
violence  thefe  parts  have  experienced  in  the  re- 
peated throes  of  child-bearing,  or  from  the  circu- 
lation of  the  fluids  being  checked,  or  from  tena- • 
cious  and  acrid  lymph  accumulated  any  where  in 
the  cellular  membrane,  and  fliagnating  there,  or 
from  purulent  matter  generated  within  the  vef- 
fels,  and  at  length  depofited  fomewhere  by  the 
vital  power,  inftances  of  which  very  frequently 
occur  in  the  writings  of  phyficians. 

I 

* Richa  (Conjiit.  eptd.  Taurbi.  alter,  p.  40.  xger  4.)  mention^ 
a puerperal  woman,  in  whom  fever,  with  fliivering,  fupervcnc^ 
on  the  third  day  after  delivery,  of  which  Ihe  died  of  a fudderfj 
on  the  twelfth  day.  A great  quantity  of  fetid  pus  was  found  in- 
her  body,  which  had  flowed  into  the  abdominal  cavity  from  an^ 
abfeefs  of  the  right  Fallopian  tube.  He  did  not  hefitate  a m(>^ 
ment  in  fuppofing  it  to  be  pus.  He  moreover  found  the  ca-j 
vity  of  the  uterus  full  of  grumous  blood,  the  uterine  veflels  dil^ 
tended  and  varicofe,  and  the  inteftines  on  the  outfide  blacfi( 
and  gangrenous. 

j-  Van  Swieten  '( on  Boerhaave,  § 75.) — from  the  Hift.  Acad> 
Parif.  an.  1729,  p.  17.  18 — records  an  inftance  of  a tumt^J 
found  in  the  body  of  a young  nobleman,  containing  fevei? 
pounds  and  a half  of  white  matter,  partly  like  milk,  partl)^ 
like  curds.  Lieutaud,  (Hijl.  anat.  med.  t.  i.  p.  237.  & 258.), 
from  the  AEla  Parlftetifta,  adduces  the  account  of  a laAealJluid 
found  in  great  quantity  in  the  abdomen  of  a girl  of  leven  yeart- 
of  age,  with  a fcirrhous  mefehtery,  or  obftrudled  with  a kind  of 
whitilh  and  cretaceous  matter  ; and  likewife  from  Loflius  he 
quotes  the  hiftory  of  a boy  labouring  under  afeitesy  « whofc 
abdomen  was  found  filled  with  a fluid  merely  laffteal.  In  * 
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jikil-grown  woman,  ( Morgag.  Ep.  an.  mid.  45.  n.  16.),  who 
tied  of  peripneumonia  within  five  days,  the  left  cavity  of  the 
;<iorax  w'as  filled  with  ferum,  “ the  white  colour  of  which, 
iad  there  been  any  fymptoms  of  the  prefence  of  pus,  one 
rould  have  afcribed  to  being  mixed  with  it.”  Likewife  the 
rericardium  w^s  filled  with  the  fame  white  fluid,  “ fo  that  at 
rrd  one  was  apt,  inftead  of  the  pericardium,  to  take  it  for 
i»me  large  open  abfcefs.  But  the  w'hole  internal  furface  of 
«e  pericardium,  and  the  external  one  of  the  heart,  auriclesj 
nd  great  veflels,  was  covered  with  a w'hitifh  afli-coloured 
.latter,  refembling  frefli  plaifter  laid  on  a w’all  nor  yet  did 
ne  heart,  or  pericardium,  on  abrading  It,  appear  to  have  under- 
:one  fuppuration.  This  woman,  however,  had  neither  borne 
I child,  nor,  as  far  as  could  be  learnt,  had  flie  been  about  to 
ce  in.  A fimilar  matter,  alfo,  covering  the  heart,  is  recorded 
M the  fame  place,  but  at  greater  length,  ( Ep.  20.  n.  37.),  to 
liave  been  obferved  by  Guarinoni.  I myfelf  have  frequently 

tund,  in  the  bodies  of  fuch  as  had  died  both  of  acute  and 
ronic  difeafes,  and  indeed  in  men,  the  pericardium  filled 
^ith  a liquor  like  milk,  ai;d  the  Iicart  furrounded  with  a cheefy 
iibltance,  on  w'iping  olf  w'hich,  no  kind  of  taint,  excepting 
line  remains  of  a flight  degree  of  Inflammation,  was  difeernible. 
ifhe  ingenious  Percival  ( EJfays  med.  ^ exper.  p.  232.) 
[mentions  that  the  operation  of  paracentefis  was  twice  performed 
nn  a girl  of  eight‘years  of  age,  labouring  under  afeites  and  ana- 
sarca, and  that  at  each  time  a great  quantity  of  a fluid  refembling 
’.nilk  and  water  was  drawn  off.  In  an  infant  eight  months 
Id,  who  had  recovered  from  fmall-pox,  three  abfeeffes  formed, 
anc  about  the  elbow-joint,  another  at  the  infide  of  the  ancle, 
iind  the  third  under  the  right  clavicle  and  pe£Ioral  mufcle.  On 
ppening  them,  f Ludwig,  adverf.  med.  prac.  vol.  ii.  part  i.  p.  1 83. 

' t feq.),  a purulent,  thin,  and  fanious  matter  flowed  out  with 
he  coagulum  of  the  milk,  or  the  cafeous  grume.  Nor  has 
uch  a matter  been  found  in  the  cavities  of  the  body  and  ab- 
cefles  only,  but  alfo  in  the  blood  itfelf.  We  read  in  the  Hi- 
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(tory  of  the  Academy  of  Sciences  of  Paris,  an.  1752,  that,  oa  . 
opening  a vein  in  the  arm  of  a man  in  good  health,  but  very 
plethoric,  much  more  of  a fluid',  extremely  fimilar  to  milk,  ^ 
than  blood,  flowed  out.  The  fame  fa^  was  noticed  by  Murius 
to  take  place  in  thofe  who  were  in  the  conftant  habit  of  riding  | 
on  horfeback.  Nor  are  thefe  Angular  occurrences,  but  to  bf  ^ 
met  with  throughout  the  writings  of  medical  men.  From  all^jj 
which  circumflances,  if  I millake  not,  it  is  evident  that  tlierc  | 
exifts  in  the  blood  and  our  other  fluids,  a matter  which,  when 
feparated  from  its  other  parts,  or  depofited  fomewhere,  may  , 
refcmble  the  white  and  lacieal  fluid,  or  appear  like  the  mu^. 

I fhould  confidcr  it  as  not  being  far  from  the  truth  to  fuppofe^ 
that  the  chyle  itfelf  here  is  worthy  of  the  utmoft  confideration.  J 
It  is  often  confpicuous  in  the  blood  drawn  a few  hours  after  1 
eating,  rendering  the  ferum  of  a whitifh  colour.  What  if  it  . 
lliould  be  exceffive,  or  not  intimately  combined  ith  the  - 
blood,  or  from  any  .caufe  fliould  be  feparated  from  the  blood,  ■ 
and  collea  any  where  ? Could  it  be  derived  from  the  blood  ? 
The  fatty  and  adipofe  part  of  the  chyle,  mixed  with  the  ani- 
mal lymph,  and  depofited  in  the  cells  of  tlie  adipofe  membrane,  : 
according  to  Haller,  f Phyf-  h xxv.  fea.  2.  § viii.),  forms  the 
fat.  Could  the  laaeal  tumors,  to  which  puerperal  women  ! 
are  occafionally  liable,  be  more  properly  derived  from  any 
other  quarter  than  the  milk  ? Haller  { ; 
§ xii  ) has  likewife  fometimes  obferved  the  chyle  flow  back 
from  the  thoracic  dua,  in  oppofition  to  the  valves,  and  fponta- 
neoufly  diffufe  itfelf  into  the  iliac  and  lumbar  glands,  and  tlieir 
vefi'els.  It  may  be  conjeaured  that  that  will  happen  much 
more  readily,  if  any  obftacle  occurs,  in  confequence  of  which 
it  is  obliged  to  regurgitate  and  find  out  new  paflages.  There- 
fore, fmee  they  contain  a fluid  fimilar  to  milk,  we  have  a 
better  reafon  for  denominating  adipofe,  or  chylous,  than  ladlea  , 
the  tumors,  congeftions,  and  abfeefles  which  in  puerperal 
women  often  afea  the  cellular  membrane,  and  conglobate 
glands,  both  internal  and  external. 
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465.  It  remains  for  us  to  difcufs  the  two  laft 
liareuraents  brouirht  forward  in  the 

I r ° r / \ TT7*  ■L 

|f fifth  and  iixth  places  (461.).  With  guments  are 
irrefped;,  then,  to  what  is  affirmed  of 
Itthe  lochia  being  in  a great  meafure  ladteal,  if 
iiwhat  has  already  been  faid  againft  the  exiftence 
t£of  uterine  ladteals,  or  the  ladleai  fluid  flowing  to 
itthe  uterus,  be  kept  in  remembrance,  it  muft  im- 
jimediately  fall  to  the  ground.  It  muft  next  be 
jcobferved,  that  the  occafional  whitifh  colour  of 
Itthe  lochia  * does  not  fufficiently  demonftrate 
^their  ladteal  nature.  For  they  acquire  that  co- 
illour,  either  becaufe  the  veflTels,  from  whence  the 
|rred  blood  flowed,  now  begin  to  contra<ft,  and  only 
|ttranfmit  the  ferous  and  lymphatic  fluid  ; or,  be- 
ccaufe  they  are  difcoloured  with  purulent  matter, 
las  is  clearly  ffiewn  by  the  fetid  fmell  they  exhale. 
^'Moreover,  if  the  lochia  fometimes  are  not  fup- 
fpreflfed,  unlefs  when  the  fever  is  far  advanced, 
cor  drawing  to  a clofe,  it  is  not  to  be  wondered 
3at.  For  it  does  not  neceflarily  follow,  that  every  fe- 
iver  which  attacks  puerperal  women  proceeds  from 
fuppreffion,  checking,  or  retention  of  the  lochia, 
fince  there  are  various  other  caufes  from  which 
it  may  be  derived.  It  ought  rather  to  create  fur- 
prife,  that,  while  the  white,  or,  according  to  our 
adverfaries,  the  ladleal,  lochia  are  flowing,  the 
fever,  fo  far  from  ceafing,  is  immediately  excited  ; 
that  the  uterus  fwells  and  becomes  tenfe,  from  re- 
VoL.  II,  N 


194 


OF  REMITTENT  FEVERS. 


taining  tlie  red  part  cf  the  blood,  and  not  evaCna-  S 
ting  it  lufBciently } as  I have  more  than  once  rc-  9 
marked  : wdiile,  on  the  other  hand,  according  to  9 
them,  nature  would  afford  relief  to  puerperal  ^ 
women,  bv  allowing  the  la<flcal  fluid  to  be  dif-  ^ 
charged.  On  which  account,  when  I obierve  the  ■ 
lochia  in  plethoric  or  fanguineous  habits  grow  9 
pale  or  whltlih  too  foon,  although  they  flow  co-  ^ 
pioufly,  1 coniider  their  colour  as  fufpicious,  and  J 
not  unfrequently  as  portending  fomc  bad  confe- 
quence,  if  timely  aid  be  not  given.  Moreover,  jj 
with  regard  to  the  more  copious  fecretion  of  J 
milk,  I am  not  furprifed  that,  as  it  obferves  the  1 
order  and  intention  of  nature,  and  generally  in-  3 
dicates  the  lound  ffate  of  all  the  functions,  it  9 
fliould  alfo  afford  matter  of  congratulation  to  the  | 
phyfician  ; and,  on  the  other  hand,  that  the  want*  1 
or  deficiency,  of  the  milk,  as  it  is  a proof  of  the  || 
animal  economy  being  in  a flate  of  derangement,  , 
fhould  occafion  much  apprehenlion.  But  both  ^ 
may  be  faid  of  the  flow  of  the  lochia.  Their  . 
abundance  generally  gives  fecurity  ; while  a 
fcanty  difeharge  more  certainly  brings  along  with 
it  danger  and  alarm. 

♦ Women,  and  many  medical  men,  as  foon  as  they  obferve 
the  lochia  become  pale  or  whitUh,  immediately  fay  that  the 
milk  is  turned  to  the  uterus,  and  difeharged  from  theiKC , 
without  paying  attention  to  the  time  when  this  liappens.  But, 
in  general,  tliey  begin  to  become  pale,  or  whitifli,^  as  the  md 
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fever  is  coming  on,  or  after  the  milk  has  begun  to  be  fecreted 
in  the  breafts,  or  when  tlie  breads  are  already  diftended  with 
milk.  Such  a difcolouration  of  the  lochia  cannot  then  be 
aferibed  to  the  milk’s  being  turned  to  the  uterus.  Nay,  they 
more  frequently  and  quickly  become  white  inwomenwho  fuckle, 
in  whom  it  is  not  likely  that  the  milk  is  carried  to  the  uterus, 
as  it  is  drawn  off  by  the  infant.  For,  did  that  white  colour 
proceed  from  the  milk  being  mixed  with  tlie  lochia,  it  w’ould 
certainly  become  much  whiter  in  women  who  do  not  fuckle, 
after  the  reflux  of  the  milk  from  the  breads,  and  not  in  fuch 
. as  give  milk ; or,  on  the  whole,  in  thofc  in  whom  no  fuch  fe- 
:■  cretion  has  appeared  ; although  in  thefe  lad  it  might  dill  be 
1 doubted,  in  fa£f,  whether  the  difcolouration  of  the  lochia  pro- 
I cceded  from  the  milk  being  mixed  with  them  •,  bccaufc  neither 
idoes  milk  exid  in  the  blood  under  the  form  of  milk,  as  has  al- 
ji ready  been  faid,  nor  is  the  druidurc  of  the  uterus  in  w'omen 
calculated  for  fuch  a fecretion  ; for  it  is  deftitute  of  the  glan- 
j.dular  drufture  of  the  breads  to  fit  it  for  fuch  a purpofe.  If 
Is  neither  fecreted,  nor  in  any  way  prepared,  where  can  it  exid, 

1 or  from  whence  proceed  ? But  it  is  urged  by  fome,  to  prove 
that  milk  actually  exids  in  the  blood,  and’  is  poured  with  the 
lochia  from  the  uterus,  that  the  very  fweat  of  puerperal  wo- 
men, and  the  lochia  thcmfelves,  emit  a peculiar  acrid  fmell, 
tfuch  as  proceeds  from  milk  verging  on  acidity.  Which  is  a 
' very  vague  prefumption  indeed  ; for,  even  though  in  fa£t  fucli 
a fmell  exided  in  the  fweat  and  lochia,  proceeding  from  no 
other  caufe,  fuch  as  a portion  of  milk  retained  in  the  body- 
linen,  which  may  have  dropped  from  the  breads,  and  become 
acid  by  dagnation,  it  would  not  follow  as  a confequence,  that 
it  ought  to  be  aferibed  either  to  retention  or  reflux  of  the  milk. 
1 For  milk  is  not  the  only  thing  that  becomes  acid  in  our  fydem. 
For  the  gelatinous  part  of  the  blood,  as  they  call  it,  is  apt  to 
become  acid,  and  therefore  has  a drong  refembhnee  to  the 
milk,  (Senac,  Del  cinre,  t.  3. 1.  3.  c.  4.  p.  105.  106.).  Animal 
foups,  when  kept  long,  acquire  an  acid  tade,  and  exhale  a fi- 
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milar  Tmell.  Animal  jelly,  alfo,  while  it  is  corrupting,  is  liable 
to  the  fame  thing.  Veal  broth  and  jelly,  when  left  to  them- 
felves,  acquire  acidity,  (Mem.  de  Pacad.  chirurg.  t.  i.  P-  2, 
p.  70.  l2mo  edit.  Senac,  EJfays  de  Phyftq.  p.  552-  cceurf 
t.  2.  p.  98.  Lorry,  Dei  jilimens,  t.  i.  p.  353-)’  Likewife 
the  fat  and  oil  of  our  bodies  grow  acid.  The  heart  itfelf,  be- 
caufe  it  frequently  abounds  with  fat  about  its  bafe,  when  too  ^ 
long  kept  has  fometimes  emitted  an  acid  fmell,  (id.  ih.  t.  2.  J 
p.  HI.).  Nay,  Haller  informs  us,  that  Navier  difeovered  a 
fubacid  fmell  in  putrid  beef ; he  likewife  informs  us,  that  in  * 
the  fluids  of  young  animals  manifeft  acidity  is  difcoverable, 
which  is  ftill  more  evident  in  their  fat.  Hence  animals  grow  * 
acid  before  putrefadUon  takes  place,  (Waller,  Chem.  p.  237.).  « 
Quefnay  difeovered  an  acid  difpofition  in  pus,  ( Oecon.  ar.im, 
t.  I.  p.  169.  195.  247.),  although  Haller  aferibes  it  almoft  all  / 
to  the  fat,  (1.  c.).  Tlie  breath  and  fweat  of  children  is  acid,  " 

■ (Pechlin.  Ohferv.  p.  332.).  An  acid  fmell  is  perceptible  in  the  ’ 
fweat  in  certain  malignant  fevers,  (Morgag.  De  fed.  etcauf.  t.  2. 
p.  262.  Journ.  de  medicin.  an.  17^3’  Fordyce,  p.  24* 

62.) ; as  alfo  in  the  purple  fever,  (Rofen.  Sympt.  purp.  chronic, 
feerbut.  p.  16.  and  Ludwig.  Pathol,  p.  64.  122.) ; in  the  inilia-  ; 

ry  icsexy  {(AzmiXtoni  De  prax.  regul.  etfebr.  miliar.).  An  acid 

and  critical  fweat  was  obferved  in  an  anomalous  fever,  by  ,1 
Grainger,  (De  febr.  Batav.  p.  33.),  and  in  a woman  with  ^ 
tTullities q/ftum,  by  Navier,  ( Sur  Pemollijfem.  des  or,  p.  62.),  and  in 
a fimilar  cafe  Zeller  remarked  an  acid  vapour  arife  from  the  ^ 
abdomen,  ( De  JlruPl.  gland,  prat.  nat.  J.-  A fimilar  acid  fmell, 
then,  is  found  in  other  difeafes  unconne<fied  with  the  prefence 
of  milk  j why,  therefore,  may  it  not  be  the  cafe  in  puerperal 
women  ? Why  fhould  it  not  be  prefent  in  the  lochia,  which 
contain  much  ferum  and  lymph,  and  are  extremely  prone  to 
corruption  ? 

466.  Thefe  obfervations  are  defigned  in  Tome 
, meafurc  to  rcflrain  within  due  bounds  thehypothe- 
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tical  opinions  of  the  French  on  this  fubjedt,  which 
appear  to  me  to  be  too  far  pufhed, 

1 11  "O'  /•  J u T aflual  inju- 

and  too  generally  diriuied  ; but  1 ries  proceeding 
, , . rr  11  from  the  milk.. 

would  not  With  to  allert,  that  the 
milk  is  incapable  of  proving  at  all  injurious.  For, 
in  confequence  of  being  too  long  retained,  beco- 
ming acid,  or  corrupted,  or  in  any  other  way 
being  rendered  acrid,  or  being  fuddenly,  and  in 
great  quantity,  forced  back,  we  have  already 
Ihewn,  that  it  is  not  harmlefs  (463.)  ; fince,  being 
thus  mixed  with  the  blood,  or  tranflated  to  the 
brain,  lungs,  and  other  vifcera,  or  being  fome- 
wherc  depofited  and  colledted  in  the  cellular 
membrane,  it  may  occafion  not  only  fever,  but 
likewife  worfe  diforders,  as  already  noticed  (368.). 
Nor,  while  I differ  in  opinion  with  the  French 
phyficians,  does  the  authority  of  the 
Englifh  induce  me  to  entirely  ex-  E^gircon- 
clude  from  the  number  of  caufes, 
inducing  puerperal  fever,  diminu- 
tion, fuppreilion,  or  retention  of  the  lochia.  For 
they  do  not  appear  to  me  to  deferve  being  heard, 
when  they  authoritatively  aflfert,  that  there  is  no 
difference  between  the  fluid  which  is  difeharged 
from  the  uterus  under  the  name  of  lochia,  and 
the  blood  which  is  poured  out  by  ruptured,  la- 
cerated, or  otherwife  wounded  veflTels ; and 
that  they  are,  moreover,  both  to  be  efteemed 
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equally  bland  and  innocent.  Nor  can  they  be 
credited  when  they  affirm,  that  they  never  fa\v 
any  bad  confequence  arife  from  this  uterine  eva- 
cuation being  diminiihed,  retarded,  or  checked  f. 
For  the  blood  alone,  though  of  good  quality,  ^ 
-which,  as  the  uterus  is  contradted,  ought  to  be  J 
gradually  expreffied,  when  retained  has  frequently  M 
been  known  to  give  rife  to  colledtions,  pains,  ; 
fometimes  inflammations,  and  no  fmall  degree  of  \ 
fever  J.  But  if  the  blood,  which  •; 
is  contained  in  the  uterine  velTels  t 
in  confiderable  quantity,  or,  on  the 
uterus  becoming  empty,  has  begun  to  flow  i 
into  them,  be  fuddenly  repelled,  and,  in  con-  : 
fcquence  of  its  fudden  metaftafis  and  rapid  mo- 
tion,  afiail  any  other  weaker  and  more  im-  . 
portant  fundtion,  as  the  brain  or  lungs  |,  have  | 
we  not  reafon  to  look  for  iome  of  thofe  bad  con-  I 
fequences,  which  are  the  ufual  refult  of  an  un-  | 
equal  diflribution,  motion,  and  force  of  the  ^ 
blood  ? Is  it  not  a very  common  occurrence 
in  fudden  fuppreffion  of  the  other  haemorrhages,  ^ 
efpecially  the  catamenia  ? What  opprefiion  at  the 
breafl;,  anxiety,  and  fenfe  of  fuffocation,  the  pa- 
tients experience ! What  affiedlions  of  the  head, 
cephalalgia,  vertigo,  and  other  diareffing  difor- 
ders  ! 


* Efpeciallv  Leake,  1.  c. 
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f A very  complete  diflertatiou  on  the  metaftaGs  of  the  lo- 
;chia  was  publiflied  at  Leyden,  an.  1768,  by  Gerhard  Fauvarcy. 
It  is  to  be  found  in  Baldinger’s  Sylloge,  vol.  ii.  p.  278.  The. 
1 learned  author,  although  he  does  not  altogether  deny  the  meta- 
' ftafis  of  the  milk,  thinks  that  many,  nay  all  the  diforders,  which 
; are  aferibed  by  others  to  the  milk  alone,  are  very  frequently  to 
be  attributed  to  aberration  of  the  lochia.  But  as  both  kinds  of 
metaftafis  are  very  nearly  allied,  he  points  out  the  marks  by 
which  they  may  be  diferiminated.  He  obferves  (§  v.),  that 
the  diforders,  which  occur  during  the  firft  days  after  parturi- 
tion, proceed  from  the  lochia  ; while  fuch  as  are  fubfequent 
to  the  milk-fever  are  to  be  aferibed  to  the  milk.  Next  he  adds, 
that  during  the  metaftafis  of  the  milk,  die  breads  may  become 
flaccid  *,  but  that  during  the  aberration  of  the  lochia  they  may 
be  turgid  ; and  quotes  the  audiority  of  Van  Swicten  ( Com.  in 
Boerh.  t.  4.  p.  610.  & 612.). 

Fauvarcy  likewife  apprehends  the  fame  bad  confequences 
from  abundance  of  good  blood  retained  in  the  uterine  velfels 
(1.  c.  § iv.). 

11  Fauvarcy  (ibid.)  reafons  in  the  fame  manner. 

467.  Sometimes  the  lochia  differ  fo  much  from 
the  condition  of  healthy  blood,  that 

, , , How  the  locliia 

they  can  by  no  means  be  compa-  may  prove  hun- 
red  to  that  Vvdiich  flows  from  rup- 
tured  veffels,  as  fome  would  have  it.  It  has  al- 
ready been  Ihcwn  (365.),  that  tliey  are  occa- 
fionally  purulent,  or  puriform.  In  that  cafe  no 
one  can  deny,  that  the  retention  or  abforpticn  of 
them  would  prove  injurious.  Sometimes,  alfo,  by 
ftagnating  in  the  cavity  of  the  uterus,  or  vagina, 
and  being  cheriflied  by  the  heat  of  the  part,  or 

N4 


200 


OF  REMITTENT  FEVERS. 


contaminated  by  the  admiflion  of  air,  they  un- 
dergo fuch  a change  *,  that,  if  they  do  not  pu- 
trefy, they  certainly  become  extremely  predifpo- 
fed  to  putrefadion.  In  confequence  of  which 
they  exhale  a very  foul  air,  an  acid  or  fetid  finell, 
and,  by  their  acrimony, . in  fome  degree  inflame 
and  corrode  not  only  the  parts  through  which 
they  diftil,  but  in  a fhort  time  eat  through  the 
very  linen  employed  about  the  patient.  Could 
fuch  a fluid  be  retained  with  fafety,  or  conveyed 
through  the  fyftem  with  the  circulating  mafs  ? 
Add  to  this,  that,  not  unfrequently  after  child- 
birth, vitiated  and  hurtful  fluids,  from  every 
part  of  the  body,  flow  to  the  uterus  by  a very 
wdfe  provifion  of  nature,  that  they  may  be  ex- 
cerned  from  thence  by  an  effort  of  the  fyftem.  If 
it  happens  by  chance,  or  bad  fortune,  that  this 
difcharge  is  checked,  every  body  muft  be  aw^are 
of  the  bad  confequences  that  muft  be  the  refult.  . 

* I have  the  fupport  of  the  ingenious Fauvarcy’s  opinion, which 
he  has  delivered  in  the  following  terms,  (§  2.):  « Although  I 
affert.that  blood  flowing  into  the  cavity  of  the  uterus  is  healthy,! 
would  not  affirm  this  of  the  blood  difchargcd  from  the  vagina. 
For  it  is  well  known  that  the  heat  and  humidity  of  thofe  parts, 
and  the  ftagnating  in  them,  very  readily  and  fpeedlly  induce 
putrefaction  : hence  the  blood  flows  from  the  vagina  in  a ftate 
of  complete  corruption;  not  that  it  is  poured  into  the  uterus  in 
that  condition,  but  in  confequence  of  acquiring  fuch  a taint  by 
remaining  in  thefe  parts.  Add  to  this,  that  the  remains  of 
the  placenta,  amnium,  chorium,  and  the  downy  fubftance  that 
every  where  conncCls  the  chofium  with  the  uterus,  are  cor- 
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VSThether  innara- 
mation  of  the  u- 
tcrus  everocca- 
fion  it  ? 


trupted,  fall  off,  and  contaminate  the  blood  in  its  paflage  in 
vvarious  ways.”  And  he  fubjoins,  that  this  takes  place,  in  par- 
Hicular^  in  the  •warm  climate^  •where  the  Jews  formerly  lived. 

468.  But  fuch  as  afcribe  puerperal  fever  neither 
tto  the  milk,  with  the  moderns,  nor  to  repulfion,  or 
linietaftafis,  of  the  lochia,  with  fome 
|(of  the  ancients,  have  recourfe  to  in- 
jlflammation  of  the  uterus,  which  not 
iiunfrequently  happens  to  puerperal 
’women,  affigniug  this  as  the  moft  probable  cailfe 
<of  fuch  fevers.  But  Hulme  and  Leake  confider 
ithe  fymptoms  of  inflammation  of  the  uterus  as 
I being  fo  foreign  to  puerperal  fever,  that  they  very 
< confidently  draw  a wide  diftindtion  between 
Ithem.  They  moreover  aflTert,  that  in  women 
’who  have  died  of  the  complaint,  the  uterus  has 
i been  found  in  its  natural  condition,  and  without 
. any  mark  of  having  been  injured  ; while  they 
have  obfcrved  the  omentum  and  frnall  inteftines 
inflamed  and  gangrenous,  and  the  abdominal  ca- 
vity full  of  putrid  and  corrupted  fluids,  and  a re- 
markably fetid  air.  Whence  they  were  both  led 
to  attribute  this  fever,  not  to  inflammation  of  the 
uterus,  but  to  that  of  the  omentum  and  inteftines. 
But  although  they  confider  it  as  the 
offspring  of  inflammation,  they  do 
not  exclude  from  it  all  putrefadion  ‘‘iif 

of  the  prima  via^  or  of  the  blood  it- 
felf,  at  leaft  that  which  is  fecondary  and  acccflbry. 
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Witli  refpedl,  however,  to  the  fymptoms  of  the 
fever  ; fuch  diffeient  accounts  are  given  by  wri- 
ters, that  it  is  no  eafy  matter  to  fay  what  are  pe-  ■ 
culiar  to  it,  and  what  not  *.  Therefore,  were  I J 
to  adduce  all  the  defcriptions  that  have  been  given,  ^ 
we  ihould  hnd  fome  that  would  force  us  to  con- 
fefs,  that  fymptoms  of  inflammation  of  the  ute- 
rus had  been  prefent  in  them.  But  even  if  the 
bodies  of  women  who  have  died  of  puerperal 
fever  be  examined,  it  will  appear  much  more 


evident  ; nor  will  any  doubt  remain,  that  fome- 
times  no  diflin£tion  has  been  made  between  hy- 
fteritis  and  puerperal  fever.  For  Le  Pvoy  hina- 
felf  confeflfes,  that  in  the  woman  who  died  of  this  , 
fever,  and  inwhofe  abdomen  he  found  a remark-* 
able  collcaion  of  ferum,  with  white  clouds  re- 
fembling  coagulated  milk  (461.),  even  the  ute 
nis,  and  neighbouring  parts,  were  in  a ftate  of 
inflammation.  Wc  And  in  Poutcau’s  works  f 
two  difl'cdions  of  women  who  had.  died  of  this 


fever,  the  inner  membrane  of  whofe  uterus  was 
black  and  foft,  while  there  \vas  a livid  red  co- 
Iciir,  of  a truly  gangrenous  appearance,  under- 
neath. Gaflellier  alfo  dilfeaed  two  women,  who 
had  died  of  puerperal  fever,  attended  with  an 
exanilicmatic  eruption  .f,  whofe  uterus  exhibited 
the  moft  evident  marks  of  having  been  in- 
flamed. To  which  fads,  if  we  add  the  obferva- 
tions  to  be  found  throughout  the  Mtfcdlanea  Na-^ 
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iiura  Cunojorum  |},  no  one  can  deny,  that  the  ute-r 
rriis  in  this  difenfc  is  frequently  inflamed.  But 
:the  account  publilhed  by  J.  P.  Xaverius  Fauken  § 
ifiipcrfedes  all  that  can  be  alleged  on  the  fubjeft. 
(IFor  he  mentions,  that  the  year  1770  proved  fatal 
;to  almoft  all  the  puerperal  women  in  Vienna, 
Ibut  chiefly  to  the  patients  in  St  Mark’s  hofpital. 
{Shortly  after  delivery  their  uterus  became  hard 
:and  fwcllcd,  with  a fenfe  of  pain,  the  lochia  being 
‘fupprelfed,  the  belly  loofe,  accompanied  with  heat, 
lllhirfl;,  moifl;  fkin,  and  hcadach.  On  the  third  or 
i;  fourth  day,  the  whole  abdomen,  particularly  to- 
wards the  region  of  the  diaphragm,  became 
fvvoln,  tenfe,  and  painful,  the  breads  at  the  fame 
I time  being  flaccid,  and  containing  no  milk.  On  the 
fixth  and  feventh  day  thefe  fymptoms  increafed 
to  fuch  a degree,  that  they  were  carried  off  as  it 
\veie  in  a date  of  fuffbeation.  When  the  bodies 
were  opened,  a pfeudo-membrane  was  difeovered 
in  the  abdomen,  confiding  of  a matter  like  curds 
or  milk,  with  which  all  the  vifeera  were  covered. 
The  whole  of  the  cavity  abounded,  as  it  were, 
-with  the  lerum  of  milk  ; which  was  not  wanting 
iometimes  in  the  thorax  itfelf.  Not  one  vifciis, 
but  many  were  found  to  have  been  inflamed. 
In  fome,  however,  the  uterus  was  fo  afleded  as 
to  feem  in  a date  of  fphacelus.  An  account  of  a 
very  fimilar  epidemy,  which,  in  the  wnnter  of 
A74^»  proved  exceedingly  fatal  to  puerperal  wo- 
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men,  is  extraded  from  the  Commentaries  of  the 
Royal  Academy  of  Sciences,  by  Van  Swieten,  in 
the  following  words  : “ While  they  were  in  la- 
bour w^ater  flowed  from  them,  and  afterwards 
the  uterus  remaining  dry,  became  hard  and  pain- 
ful, nor  did  the  lochia  flow  as  ufual.  The  dif- 
eafe  began  with  loofe.  belly,  fucceeded  by  pain 
in  it,  but  particularly  about  the  place  occupied 
by  the  broad  ligaments  of  the  uterus  ; the  abdo- 
men was  tenfe,  there  w^as  headach,  and  fome- 
times  a cough.  On  the  third  or  fourth  day  after 
delivery,  the  breafts,  which  ufually  then  become 
diftended,  remained  flaccid,  and  the  patients  died 
on  the  fifth  or  feventh.  Poor  people  only  were 
affected  with  this  complaint,  efpecially  fuch  as 
were  delivered  in  the  hofpital.  In  the  month 
of  February  the  difeafe  was  fo  dangerous,  that 
fcarcely  one  of  twenty  efcaped.  In  the  dead  bo- 
dies the  coagulum  of  the  milk  (tifing  the  language 
of  the  French ) was  found  adhering  to  the  inner 
furface  of  the  inteftines,  and  the  ferum  of  the 
milk  efiufed  in  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen ; a fi- 
milar  ferum  was  likewife  found  in  fome  patients 
in  the  cavity  of  the  cheft,  and,  on  opening  the 
lungs,  they  difchargcd  a fimilar  ladeal  lymph, 
but  putrid.  The  ftomach,  inteftines,  and  uterus, 
when  properly  examined,  appeared  to  have  un 
dergone  inflammation,  and  grumous  blood  was 
difcharged  from  the  uterine  veflels  when  opened  : 
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iiin  many,  alfo,  fuppuration  of  the  ovaria  feemed 
iJto  have  taken  place  H.”  Ail  which  things,  both 
i’with  regard  to  the  fymptoms,  and  the  appearance 
j(on  diiTe<ftion,  agree  fo  well  with  the  defcriptions 
it  of  Hulme,  Le  Roy,  < and  Leake,  that  nothing 
ji could  be  more  fimiiar,  if  we  except  the  taint  of 
jithe  uterus,  which  they  never  difcovered  in  their 
j]  puerperal  patients. 

i 

i 

j • White  himfelf  wonders  that  there  are  fcarcely  two  authors 
|\who  have  defcribed  this  fever  in  the  fame  manner.  Still  he 
jtthinks  that  each  of  their  defcriptions  have  been  taken  from 
jlfaithful  obfervation,  according  to  the  appearances  which  the 
(difeafe  alTumed  : which  I would  wilh  the  lludent  to  carefully 
Ikeep  in  view,  that  the  obfervations  which  I am  about  to  make 
imay  not  appear  abfurd  or  groundlefs. 

f Melang.  de  Chirurg.  p.  1 82. 

:(l  De  la  fievr.  miliar . des  femm.  en  couche^  p.  108. 

H Mifcel.  N.  C.  Dec.  i.  an.  2.  obf.  85.  an.;4.  obf.  195. 
IDec.  2.  an.  4.  obf.  94.  Dec.  3.  an.  i,  obf.  22.  an.  3.  obf.  123. 
'White  liimfelf  (1.  c.  p.  206.)  does  not  deny,  that  in  this  fever 
tthe  uterus  is  occafionally  inflamed,  and  becorries  gangrenous. 

§ Das  in  Wien,  in  lohre,  I’j'jl,  ^c,  vide  Comm.  Listens, 
i vol.  xix.  p.  289. 

f Comm,  in  Boei'h.  $ 1329.  p.  450.  Geoffroy,  in  the  year 
1778,  law  an  epidemic  puerperal  fever  in  ihc  HStel  Dieu  zt 
1 Paris,  and  has  given  a ftiort  hiftory  of  it,  which  is  to  be 
: found  in  vol.  ii.  of  the  Works  of  the  Royal  Medical  Society, 

• p.  25. 
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469.  v/hat  degree  of  credit  is  due  to  the  dli- 
fedtiens  fet  on  foot  by  Hulme  and  Leake  to  dif-  M 
cover  the  proximate  caufe  of  thefe 

Whttber  or  r.ot  _ . 

inflammaiion  of  levci's,  Will  appear  iroin  the  cir-M 

ihe  omentum  St  „ i r 1 

inteftinesbe  the  cumltance,  that  01  clevcn  pnerpe-* 
i.aiue  of  the  lev . ‘whofc  hidory  White® 

has  given,  not  one  was  bled,  notxvithftanding  ® 
which  they  alinori;  all  recovered.  Which  would  I 
not  have  happened,  if  the  inflammation  laid® 
to  have  been  difeovered  by  the  former  writers  ■ 
in  the  omentum  and  intefUncs,  had  really  ■ 
been  the  immcd'idU^  or  conjunSl^  caufe  of  the  ■ 
difeafe.  But  that  this  may  appear  in  a ftiil  ■ 
dearer  light,  it  will  be  proper  to  confult  the® 
learned  obfervations  of  White  ^ on  the  new  doc-® 
trine  of  Hulme,  from  winch  it  will  be  found  that® 
the  efTedl  had  been  rafhly  taken  by  him  for  the  1 
caufe.  For  fuch  an  inflammation,  had  it  been  pri-  1 
rnary  and  not  feepndary,  could  never  have  been-® 
prevented  or  difeufled  without  having  immediate  ® 
reconrfc  to  large  bleeding.  But  White  alio  has  ® 
peculiar  opinions,  in  which  he  differs  from  almofl® 
every  other  writer  : for  he  fuppofes,  that  puer-j| 
peral  women  fall  into  tliis  fever,  neither  in  con-|j 
feqticnce  of  the  milk  nor  lochia  being  retained,^ 
nor  from  any  inflammation  of  the  vifeera,  hut^ 
merely  from  their  blood  becoming  contaminated^^ 
with  putrid  effluvia.  Again,  he  fuppofes,  thatv 
thefe  effluvia  arife,  partly  from  the  lochia  being' 
retained  in  the  vagina,  or  about  the  pudenda,  and 
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ireadily  corrupting,  and  partly  from  acrid  and  cbr- 
;iriipted  bile,  or  putrid  fordes  in  the  intellines  ; 
‘that  they  are  abforbed  by  the  inhaling  veins,  or 
iiinto  the  intcrRices  of  the  membranes,  and  mingled 
iiwith  the  other  fluids ; while  the  blood  becomes 
jputrid  the  fooner,  the  greater  the  heat  of  the  aicj 
|lbed-chamber,  bed,  and  drink,  or  the  greater  is 
jtthe  abufe  of  calefacient  medicines  and  foodj  and 
jtthe  lefs  attention  is  paid  to  the  temperature  and 
trenewal  of  the  air,  or  keeping  the  body  dean 
'Therefore,  though  in  general  after  death  the  in- 
tteftines  are  found  inflamed,  and  externally  co- 
wered with  a kind  of  gluten,  trnd  immerfed  in  pu- 
irulent  ferum,  he  fuppofes  that  it  approaclies  more 
in'early  to  the  putrid  and  inflammatory  kind.  He 
'llikewife  thinks,  that  the  inteftines,  omentum, 
I: and  other  parts,  which  are  generally  found  putrid 
I in  puerperal  fubjed  s,  are  more  readily  infeded 
lin  confequence  of  their  vicinity  to  the  uterus, 
j; lochia,  and  excrements.  And  to  render  his  opi- 
nion more  probable,  he  employs  not  only  many 
■phyfical  and  phyfiological  arguments,  but  at- 
t tempts  to  ftrengthen  it  by  the  hillory  of  fome 
ifuccefsful  cures,  which  he  performed  fiinply  by 
‘the  cooling  regimen,  and  by  means  of  acefeent 
and  antifceptic  medicines.  In  Eng- 
land, where  the  abufe  of  fpirituous 
liquors  and  the  heating  regimen  is 
probably  more  general  among  puerperal  w'omen, 
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and  cleanlinefs  not  fufficlently  obferved,  and 
where  they  are  commonly  Ihut  up  in  clofe  ill- 
aired  apartments,  efpecially  the  poorer  clafs  of 
people,  it  is  highly  probable  that  they  are  at- 
tacked with  acute  and  putrid  fevers  from  this 
caiife.  But,  fmce  fiich  a mode  of  life  does  not 
prevail  univerfally,  it  would  be  altogether  abfurd 
to  conclude,  that  puerperal  women  in  a peculiar 
manner  are  attacked  with  this  kind  of  fever.  1 
myfelf  have  more  than  once  obferved  women 
living  in  a very  different  manner  attacked  with 
thefe  fevers  in  their  full  extent,  and  requiring  a 
totally  different  plan  of  treatment  for  their  re- 
covery. 

* L.  c.  Pojl.fcrlpt.  p.  337.  Ct  feq. 
f L.  c.  fe£i.  3.  art.  2.  p.  209.  et  feq. 

4yo.  Befides,  though  1 am  very  willing  to  al- 
low, that  the  caufes  adduced  by  White  poffefs  a 
power  of  proving  injurious,  yet  it 

Other  objedtions.  , , 

does  not  appear  to  me  that  the 
body  can  be  fo  quickly  affeded  by  them,  that  a 
bad  kind  of  fever  fhould  be  excited  on  the  firft  or 
fecond  day  after  delivery,  as  White,  with  Hulme, 
Leake,  and  others,  allows  frequently  to  happen  ; 
unlefs  fome  dyferafy  previoufly  exift  in  the  blood, 
or  the  body  abound  with  a gaflric  or  bilious  col- 
luvies,  or  the  fluid  be  otherwife  vitiated.  And 
this  feems  to  have  occurred  to  Riverius,  who, 
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Uhougli  lefs  acquainted  with  hypothetical  and 
rtiighly  poliflied  dodrines,  in  real  medical  infor- 
miation  and  experience,  furpaffes  many  of  ouf 
rmodern  writers.  For,  after  enume-  . . 

Riverius’s  opinion 

rratine  the  caufes  that  eive  rife  to  of  the  caufcs  of 

. ^ this  fever. 

iputrid  fevers  m puerperal  women 
8am ong  which  he  comprehends  fuppreflioti  and 
(diminution  of  the  lochia,  he  proceeds  as  follows  : 
If,  however,  while  the  lochia  are  flowing  pro- 
iperly,  the  fever  arifes,  it  proceeds  either  from  a 
llbilious  colledion  of  humours,  or  from  errors  in 
(diet.  Vitiated  fluids,  agitated  by  the  labours  and 
j pains  of  parturition,  are  both  very  apt  to  become 
[j putrid,  and  to  occafion  fever  'j'.”  Refpecting 
• cri'ors  in  diet,  as  he  makes  fome  judicious  re- 
li marks,  it  will  be  proper  here  to  quote  his  own 
i' words:  “ Errors  in  diet  may  occur  in  various 
I'ways;  and,  firft,  in  living,  in  which  puerperal 
!' women  generally  obferve  a very  improper  regi- 
I men,  fluffing  themfelves  with  various  kinds  of 
meat,  which  cannot  be  fufficiently  digefted,  and 
become  putrid  within  the  body.  Another  error 
is  committed  by  them,  ( let  this  be  remembered  by 
ifuch  as  recommend  the  cooling  regimen  too  indiferi^ 
minately J,  when  they  raffily  expofe  themfelves  to 
the  cold  air,  efpecially  about  the  time  the  milk- 
fever  appears,  which  is  generally  refolved  by 
fweat.  But  the  diaphorefis  is  checked  by  the  in- 
cautious admiffion  of  cold  air : whence  the  fe- 
^ VoL.  II.  O 
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ver,  which  of  itfelf  would  have  been  falutarjr, 
and  lailed  but  a few  days,  is  changed  into  a pu- 
trid one,  attended  with  confiderable  danger.”  Nay, 
this  fever  fometimes  comes  on  during  the  very 
time  of  parturition,  or  even  one  or  two  days  be- 
fore it,  as  appears  from  the  hiftories  of  Hippo- 
crates himfelf,  not  to  mention  others ; from 
which  we  readily  conclude,  that  this  fever  is  not 
always  to  be  derived  either  from  the  milk,  or 
lochia,  or  from  an  improper  mode  of  living. 

* Let  the  putrid  fevers  here  be  taken  in  the  fenfe  of  the 
followers  of  Galen,  as  already  noticed. 

f Prax.  Med.  1.  xv.  c.  24.  § 6. 

471.  But  bcfides  the  dyferafy  of  the  fluids,  ■ 
and  a putrid,  or  bilious,  colluvies  in  the  prim^  | 

or  fudden  fuppreflTion  of  the 

Other  caufes.  ^ i 

fweat,  or  lochia,  he  mentions  ano- 
ther pretty  frequent  caufe  of  puerperal  fever, 
namely,  iome  portion  of  the  JecundhieB  adhering 
to  the  uterus,  or  grumous  blood,  or  fome 
other  foreign  matter  left  in  the  cavity  of  the 
uterus  after  birth,  becoming  putrid,  occafion- 
ing  the  green  colour^  and  fetid  and  cadaverous 
fmcll  of  the  lochia.  For,  from  thefe  caufes,  not 

only  does  the  uterus  become  putrid,  but  likewife 
the  whole  body  is  infeiSted  with  putrid  ichors  and 
and  baneful  effluvia,  from  whence  the  moft  piJ- 
trid  fevers  arife.  And,  in  fupport  of  each  caufe. 
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:ne  adduces  two  cafes  exadly  in  point,  taken  from 
[Harvey’s  Treatife  on  Child-birth.  Nor  is  Rive- 
ri-ius  the  only  perfon  who  has  written  to  this  ef- 
[eecl:.  Similar,  or  the  very  fame,  obfervations 
are  made  by  Willis  For,  enu- 

, Willis  accedes 

imerating  the  caufes  of  thefe  fevers,  to  the  opinion  of 
file  firft  alTumes  a “ bad  diathefis  of 
[ihe  blood,”  contracted  during  geftation  ; in  the 
jiecond  place,  “ morbid  affeCtions  of  the  uterus,” 
tthe  confequcnces  of  parturition.  By  the  former, 
[If  it  be  not  removed  by  a copious  and  continued 
fdow  of  the  lochia,  he  fays,  that  the  blood  is  ren- 
[liered  extremely  apt,  on  the  moft  trifling  occa- 
ffion,  to  eflfervefee  and  putrify,  nay,  that  the  ner- 
Ivoiis  fluid  becomes  thoroughly  vitiated,  and,  as  it 
iwere,  poifoned.  But  that,  “ in  confequence  of 
[ihe  latter,  the  lochia  are  fupprefiTed,  and  the  puri- 
fying of  the  whole  blood  impeded,  by  which  the 
Tetid  ichors  are  blended  'iz'lth,  and  infedi  the  blood 
nay,  “ that  convulfive  motions  beginning  about 
Ihe  uterus,  and  propagated  to  other  parts,  oc- 
cafion  derangements  in  the  blood  and  other  fluids, 
■which  .frequently  confpire  in  producing,  or  ag- 
gravating, the  fever.  At  the  lame  time  he  does 
not  omit  “ two  other  caufes  depending  on  the 
will  of  the  patients,  which  can  eafily  be  avoided 
by  them,  and  frequently  give  rife  to  this  fever, 
namely,  improper  living,  and  expofure  to  cold.” 
For,  from  full  living,  and  dealing  in  foups  too 
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early,  he  obferves,  “ arifes  congeftion,  and  great 
uneafinefs  in  the  vifcera,  and  in  the  blood  febrile 
turgefccnce  on  account  of  too  rich  food  being  , 
employed.”  But  by  catching  cold,  “ in  con-  ' 
fequence  of  putting  on  their  cloaths,  and  getting 
out  of  bed,  one  or  two  days  after  delivery,  or  | 
fooner  than  what  is  proper,  not  only  is  the  per-  | 
fpiration  checked,  but  not  unfrequently  the  lochia 
are  ftiddenly  Hopped,  from  the  air  getting  acceft| 
to  the  uterus.”  Either  of  which  will  be  fufficientj| 
to  excite  fever.  ^ 

* De  febrih.  c.  xvi.  p.  77*  ; 

472.  From  all  this  variety  of  opinion  it  wuHV 
readily  be  perceived,  that  probably  there  is  nav 
fingle  caufe  of  puerperal  fever,  but  perhaps  feve-f 
ral ; and  confequently  that  feveral  kinds  of  this- 
fever  occur,  to  which  the  name  of  puerperal 
applies,  or  has  been  given.  And  although 
the  obfervations,  quoted  in  the  laft  place  from 
Riverius  and  Willis,  carry  a great  fhew  of; 
truth,  in  an  affair  which  is  fo  much  contro-^ ; 
verted,  it  is  the  part  of  a judicious  praaition-  ^ 
er  to  fufpend  his  decifion,  and  to  determine 
on  nothing,  until  what  appear  to  be  the  dic- 
tates of  reafon  fliall  be  confirmed  by  the  teft 
of  experience.  Therefore,  to  afeertain  what 
are  the  principal  caufes,  and  what  real  diftinc- 
tions  are  to  be  derived  from  thefe  caufes,— 
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which  it  is  a matter  of  very  great  moment  to 
liknow  ; — nothing  appears  more  likely  to  affifl  us 
tthan  examining  a few  of  the  liiftories  of  the  fe- 
iwers  called  puerperal,  that  we  may  thus  by  pro- 
•Ibable  reafoning,  a pojleriori^  draw  our  determi- 
mation  in  the  matter  at  ilTue.  I 
iffhall,  therefore,  firft  flightly  touch 
iiupon  thofe  which  Willis  has  left 
ms,  and  next  give  fome  others  a curfory  exami- 
mation,  in  as  far  as  they  concern  the  fubjedf, 
Ibriefly  colleding  the  confeqiiences  which  feem  to 
ffiow  neceffarily  from  them.  He  has  given  an 
aaccount  of  feven  puerperal  women,  labouring  un- 
cder  fever,  four  of  whom  funk  under  the  vio- 
llence  of  the  difeafe,  and  two  furvived.  I lhall 
comit  the  feventh,  becaufe,  as  flie  had  only  fnjall- 
[pox,  her  cafe  does  not  properly  apply  to  the 
fprefent  inveftigation.  The  firft  of  thefe  patients 
was  attacked  with  fever  from  various  caufes  ; for 
i(he  had  both  had  a difiicult  labour, 

(on  the  fecond  day  after  delivery  ate 
■plentifully  of  animal  food,  and  on  the  third  re- 
imained  out  of  bed  for  four  hours.  On  the  fol- 
lowing night  fhe  was  taken  ill,  at  which  time  the 
I milk  flowed  to  the  breafts,  but  immediately  dif- 
. appeared  on  the  application  of  a diachylon  plai- 
fter.  In  the  morning  of  the  fourth  day  flie  was 
feyerifh,  and  manifefted  fymptoms  of  dyfpepfia. 
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On  the  fifth  day  there  was  more  fever,  and  the 
fame  imeafy  fymptoms  at  the  ftomach.  The  lo- 
chia were  diminifhed,  and  became  white,  or  run 
into  the  Jliior  albus.  Towards  evening  the  head^' 
was  affeded.  The  hypochondres  and  epiga- 
ftrium  became  tcnfe.  On  the  fixth  day 
tongue  was  affedled  with  paralyfis.  On  the  fe-^ 
venth  oppreffion  at  the  cheft,  and  lofs  of  fenfe  ^ 
fnpervened ; and  on  the  eighth  death,  from  a 
taftafis,  as  appears,  having  taken  place  to  the^ 
brain.  From  this  fhort  dcfcription  we  infer,  that  ^ 
the  fever  had  a manifold  origin,  namely,  a col-j 
luvies  in  the  pnma  vice,  repuHion  of  the  milk, 
and  diminution  of  the  lochia.  The  fcvci,  there- 
fore, was  at  firft  a gaftric  one,  afterwards  aggra- 
vated by  the  milk’s  being  repelled,  and  the  lochia 
diminilhed.  The  fever  deferibed 


Second  hiftor5^  proceeded  from  > 

bad-conditioned  fluids,  in  confequence  of  bad  li- . 
ving  and  an  indolent  life  It  did  not  appear  ', 
until  the  third  day,  and  was  fhortly  after  fol-  ■ 
lowed  by  a diarrhoea.  To  flop  the  diarrhoea,  a- 
ftringents  were  employed  on  the  fixth  day,  which 
prematurely  fuppreflTed  the  loofenefs  end  flow 
of  the  lochia.  In  confequence  of  which  the  fe- 
ver was  aggravated  with  great  and  frequent  op* 
preflion  at  the  cheft,  and  a hyfterical  affedion, 
attended  with  a fenfe  of  fuflFocation  at  the  throat 
On  the  feventh  day  all  the  fymptoms  were  ag- 
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jgravate'd,  although  the  loofenefs  had  returned, 
land  the  lochia  had  again  begun  to  flow  fparingly. 

, At  length  came  on  tinnitus  aurium,  a fenfe  of 
Iturgefcence  in  the  head,  fubiultus  tendinum,  fud- 
<den  convulfive  fhocks  of  the  whole  fyftem,  and 
• on  the  ninth  day  death.  The  metaftafis  took 
place  firft  to  the  prascordia,  and  next  to  the  head. 
The  fever  was  a ga/irico-putrida^  which  proved 
fatal  in  confequence  of  fuppreflion  of  the  diar- 
rhoea and  lochia.  The  third  was  a fever, 
which,  without  being  attended  with  any  rhor- 
bid  combination  of  fymptoms,  at- 
tacked the  patient  in  the  evening  of 
the  fourth  day,  after  fhe  had  ate  too  plentifully  of 
chicken,  and  was  accompanied  with  vomiting 
and  a celTation  of  the  lochia.  On  the  fifth  day 
loofenefs  came  on,  and  the  lochia  again  began  to 
flow  copioufly,  fo  that  the  patient  completely 
recovered  in  a few  days.  This  is  nothing  more 
than  a cafe  of  pure  gaftric  and  benign  fever, 
from  the  premature  ufe  of  animal  food.  The 
hiftory  of  the  fourth  patient  is  as 
loilows  : from  tne  day  or  delivery 
to  the  feventh,  the  patient  always  ufed  flefli, 
and  got  out  of  bed  daily ; but  on  the  fe- 
vemh  was  attacked  with  fever.  In  confequence 
of  v^rhich  the  lochia  were  diminifiied.  On  the 
night  of  the  tenth  day,  delirium,  fuppreflion  of 
the  lochia,  and  convulfions  occurred.  She  died 
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next  day,  after  a fpontaneous  loofenefs  had  come 
on.  Tn  this  cafe  the  fever,  which  was  at  firft 
flight,  with  a fmall  pulfe,  like  the  malignant 
ones,  was  occafioned  by  too  plentiful  food,  ex- 
pofure  to  cold,  and  confequent  checking  of  the 
perfpiration.  Suppreflion  of  the  lochia  coming 
on  caufed  it  to  prove  fatal.  Would  it  have  been 
proper  to  name  it  gajlrico-lochial  fever  ? The 
fifth  w'oman  was  feizcd  with  fever 
in  confequence  of  the  lochia  and 
diarrhoea  being  fupprefleJ  by  the  improper  em- 
ployment of  aflringents  ; but  on  each  evacuation 
being  recalled  the  fever  fhortly  ceafed.  It  was, 
therefore,  a gajir'ico-lochial  fever  of  the  benign 
kind.  But  the  hiftory  of  the  fixth  patient  muft 
be  narrated  at  fomewhat  greater  length.  The 
patient,  on  the  fecond  day  after  de- 
livery, by  (landing  up  in  bed,  admit- 
ted the  cold  air  to  the  pudenda.  In  confequence 
of  this,  fuch  a total  fuppreflion  of  the  lochia  oc- 
curred, that  fcarce  any  ferous  fluid  continued  to 
trickle  from  the  uterus.  On  the  third  day  came  on 
the  lever  and  a pleuritic  pain,  accompanied  with  a 
fpitting  of  blood.  On  the  fourth  day  all  the  fymp- 
toms  of  adual  pleurify  appeared.  Then  fix  ounces 
of  blood  were  taken  from  the  arm  with  alleviation 
of  the  fymptoms,  which  lafted  for  ten  hours.  At 
night,  however,  there  was  a return  of  the  pleuri- 
tic pain.  In  the  morning  of  the  fifth  day  four 
ounces  were  again  taken,  in  confequence  of 
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1-whlch  the  pain  was  diminiflied,  and  the  refpira- 
ttion  rendered  eafier.  Sweat  was  brought  out  by 
imeans  of  diaphoretics.  She  enjoyed  deep,  but 
.after  it  the  pulfe  was  found  quicker  and  more 
I ! languid.  Starting  of  the  tendons  and  delirium 
jlfupervened.  On  the  fifth  day  death  took  place, 

|t twenty- four  hours  after  repeating  the  bleeding. 

It  is  fomewhat  doubtful,  whether  the  pleurify 
I fimply  ending  in  gangrene  occafioned  the  death, 

I or  whether  fome  metaftafis  to  the  brain  co-opera- 
I ted  in  producing  it.  This,  at  any  rate,  is  un- 
! doubted,  that  the  difeafe  was  pleurify,  arifing 
■ from  fuppreffion  and  aberration  of  the  lochia ; 

! and  that,  on  account  of  the  vitiation  of  the  fluid, 
i or  bleeding  being  too  long  delayed,  it  quickly 
i terminated  in  gangrene. 

* Likewife  Raym.  Jo.  Fortls  deferibes  a puerperal  fever  ari- 
fing from  a morbid  condition  of  the  fluids,  contradled  during 
, parturition,  and,  as  ufual,  delivers  a learned  commentary  on  it. 

; His  words  are  : “ A woman  of  thirty,  of  a warm  liver  and 
j flender  habit,  and  rather  with  bad-conditioned  humours,  ha- 
ving ufed  fruits  and  other  eatables  with  bad  juices,  during  the 
whole  period  of  her  geflation,  at  lengh  bore  a female  child;  and, 
notwithftanding  her  having  undergone  the  ufual  evacuations, 
on  the  third  day  was  attacked  with  an  acute  fever,  accompa- 
nied with  pains  of  the  hypochondres  and  head,  watching, 
and  troublefome  cough.  Though  the  midwife  at  firft  confi- 
dered  it  as  the  milk- fever, — when  the  feventh  day  after  de- 
livery had  paired,  on  which  the  fever  was  fo  much  aggravated 
with  lhaking,  that  next  morning  the  patient  became  delirious, 
— after  the  lochia  were  diminiflied,  charging  her  opinion,  flic 
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believed  that  it  might  proceed  from  fome  other  caufe.  And, 
therefore,”  &c.  In  the  epicrifis  he  obfci^'es  : “ It,  therefore, 
muft  be  confidcred  as  putrid,  and  not  derived  from  retention 
of  the  lochia,  but  rather  from  a morbid  condition  and  crude- 
nefs  of  the  fluids,  rendered  bilious,  foreign  to  the  healthy  ftate  .. 
of  the  blood,  and  become  putrid  in  the  venous  fyftem,”  &c.  V 
The  wife  of  Epicrates,  mentioned  by  Hippocrates,  feems  to  have  vl 
fallen  into  a fever  from  a fimilar  preceding  caufe  ; for,  as  her 
time  was  approaching,  two  days  before  delivery,  (he  was  feized  .1 
with  violent  rigor,  on  the  third  fhe  was  delivered  of  a daughter,  ;> 
and  every  thing  went  on  properly  ; but  on  the  fecond  day  after  ^ 
delivery  a violent  fever,  attended  with  pain  at  the  cardia  and  ‘j 
pudenda,  came  on  : Epid.  i.feB.  3.  agrot.  v.  And  perhaps  the  ■; 
fame  caufe  gave  origin  to  the  fever  which  feized  the  wife  of  • 
Dromeadas  on  the  fecond  day  after  being  delivered  of  a daugh- 
ter, and  all  the  evacuations  had  gone  on  properly ; Epid.  lib.  i.  ^ 
pel.  3 . egrot.  xi. 


4^3.  From  the  obfervations  of  Willis,  I now 
pafs  on  to  thofe  of  White,  fubjoined  to  the  end  of 
his  work.  A good  number  are  there 


to  be  found,  but  only  nine  of  them 


1 


belong  properly  to  the  puerperal  fe- 
ver  ; for  the  firll,  tenth,  tvv'dfth,  and  the  others, 
are  applicable  to  other  difeafes.  I therefore  pafs 
over  thefe  as  foreign  to  our  purpofe  ; I fhall  fet 
out  v.’itli  the  fecond  one,  epitomifing  it  in  fuch  a 
manner  as  to  omit  nothing  that  can  tend  to  elu- 
cidate the  origin  and  nature  of  the  difeafe,  obfer- 
ving  exa6iiy  the  fame  rule  with  regard  to  thofe 
that  follow.  Ohferv.  ii.  A woman,  af- 
ter experiencing  an  eafy  and  natural 


rirll  Ooferv. 
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labour,  and  employing  a too  heating  regimen, 
•without  renewing  the  air  of  the  bed-chamber,  in 
confcquence  of  which  repeated  fweats  had  broke 
out,  was  attacked  with  a diarrhoea  accompanied 
with  gripes,  and  fymptoms  of  acidity  in  the  fto- 
mach  ; and  that  happened  on  the  fifth  day  after 
delivery.  On  the  fame  day  the  fever  occurred, 
the  lochia  were  copious,  but  very  fetid,  and  the 
tongue  white.  The  fever,  diarrhoea,  and  tormi- 
na, were  of  long  continuance.  A very  fetid 
fmell  was  emitted  from  every  part.  She  was  cured 
by  the  cooling  regimen,  by  frequently  renew- 
ing the  air  of  the  bed-chamber,  by  ipecacuanha, 
and,  laftly,  by  the  ufe  of  the  Peruvian  bark.  Its 
caufe  was  indigeftion,  with  a putrid  dilToiution  of 
the  blood.  Why  fhould  not  the  fever  arifing 
from  thence  be  r\2im&digaJlrlco-coHiquans^  QXgaJirico^ 
putrida  ? Ohfcrv,  iii.  The  cham- 

, , , . _ , _ , Second  obfen% 

ber  m this  cale  was  too  clofe  and 
warm  ; the  lochia  were  fetid.  On  the  fifth  day 
there  w^ere  violent  pains  at  the  lower  part  of  the 
belly.  There  was  a fwelling,  inflation,  tenfion, 
and  increafed  fenfibility  of  the  abdomen  ; a fre- 
quent defirc  to  go  to  ftool ; very  uneafy  tenef- 
mus,  and  little  pafled  ; frequent  pulfe ; white 
tongue  ; and,  laftly,  delire  for  food,  vomiting, 
and  loofenefs.  On  the  fixth  day  the  lochia  were 
fupprefled,  and  the  milk  diminifhed.  On  the 
eighth  the  fecretion  of  milk  and  the  lochia  re- 
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turned,  and  the  fever  ceafed.  The  caufe  of  the 
complaint,  and  the  complaint  itfelf,  were  the 
fame  as  the  preceding.  Obfcrv.  iv. 

Tliird  obfcrv.  ^ i i • 

Cold  was  caught  during  parturi- 
tion. Towards  the  evening  of  the  fecond  day 
fever  and  griping  came  on.  On  the  third  day 
the  fymptoms  were,  fliivering,  heat,  and  indu- 
rated fasces.  On  the  fifth  day  more  violent 
fliivering  ; loofenefs  with  gripes  ; acrid,  warm, 
burning  excrements.  On  the  fixth  the  excre- 
tion of  fseces  was  more  copious ; the  lochia  were 
pale,  and  the  mammae  flaccid ; though  the  milk 
did  not  altogether  difappear.  On  the  feventh  the 
diarrhoea  was  the  fame,  but  the  fever  lefs  violent. 
On  the  eighth  the  flools  were  lefs  frequent  and 
more  fparing.  Hence  the  milk  in  the  breafls  be- 
came more  abundant.  On  the  ninth  the  fever 
terminated.  It  appears  that  the  fever  arofe  from 
checked  perfpiration  and  a flight  bilious  colluvies 
in  the  prima  vies.  It  was,  therefore,  a pure  gajiric 
fever.  Obfcrv.  v.  fets  forth  the 

Fourth  obfcrv.  ^ ^ 

difeafe  arifmg  from  the  miliary  miafma  combined 
with  indigeftion  in  the  flomach,  which  did  not 
attack  the  patient,  who  was  a young  woman, 
after  delivery,  but  in  the  fixth  month  of  gefla- 
tion,  in  confequence  of  which  Ihe  experienced 
an  abortion.  Qhferv.  vi.  fhews  what  may  be 
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Fifth  obferv. 


Sixth  obferv. 


done  by  the  cooling  regimen,  abftinence  from 
animal  food,  and  the  life  of  acef- 
cent  fruits.  For  by  thefe  acids  the 
bilious  ardent  fever  ^ which  threatened,  was  power- 
fully kept  off.  Obferv.  vii.  On  the 
firfl  day  after  delivery,  about  the 
evening,  there  was  fliivering,  which  alfo  returned 
next  day.  On  the  third  there  was  great  vomit- 
ing and  diarrhoea,  with  pain  in  the  head,  loins, 
and  hip-joint,  and  fuch  tenlion  at  the  lower  part 
of  the  belly,  that  the  patient  could  not  fuffer  it  to 
be  touched  for  pain.  On  the  fourth  day  came  on 
thirft  and  heat.  I'he  pulfc  was  quick,  the 
tongue  white,  the  milk  fcanty,  and  the  lochia 
fuppreffed.  On  the  lixth  day,  merely  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  cooling  regimen,  the  admiflion  of 
pure  air,  and  avoiding  animal  broths,  the  fever 
with  all  its  fymptoms  difappeared.  Thus  the 
fever,  occafioned  by  the  putrid  gaftric  colluvies, 
was  checked  almoft  at  its  commencement.  Oh- 
ferv.  viii.  A great  hemorrhage  of 
the  uterus,  in  confequence  of  the 
placenta  being  retained.  Five  hours  after  it  was 
extracted  by  the  furgeon,  which  immediately 
put  a flop  to  the  hemorrhage.  On  the  third  day 
there  was  firft  fhivering,  next  heat,  and  laftly 
fweating.  On  the  feventh  there  was  a fimilar  ac- 
ceffion,  which  obferved  the  fame  order.  On  the 


Seventh  obferv. 
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ninth  frequent  vomiting ; naufea ; third  ; de- 
fire  for  food  ; finall,  very  quick  pulfe ; the 
tongue  white  at  the  fides,  brown  and  dry  in 
the  middle.  The  patient  gave  fuck.  Her  ab- 
domen was  fo  painful  as  not  to  allow  of  its 
being  touched.  The  lochia  flowed  in  fiifli- 
cient  abundance,  but  had  a putrid,  fetid  Imell. 
During  this  whole  time  fhe  had  had  no  paf- 
fage  in  her  belly.  The  conflant  heat  of  the  bed, 
and  employment  of  warm  drink,  had  rendered 
Iier  not  only  more  coftive,  but  had  made  the 
fasces  more  prone  to  putrefa<Slion,  particuiariy  as 
this  woman  lived  in  the  country  in  a damp  fitua- 
tion,  and  in  an  old  houfe.  She  was  cured  by 
means  of  emetics  and  laxatives.  No  mctaflafis 
of  the  milk  could  be  blamed  in  this  cafe  ; for  ihe 
fuckled  her  infant.  Nor  could  retention  of  the 
lochia,  for  they  flowed  tolerably  abundantly. 

The  caufe,  therefore,  of  the  complaint,  was  ra- 
ther too  great  a quantity  of  the  fa;ccs  in  the  in- 
teftinal  canal,  and  a putrid  vitiation  of  the  chyle. 
May  there  not  likewife  have  been  fomething  cor- 
rupted in  the  uterus  ? The  too  long  retention  of 
the  placenta  in  the  uterus,  and  the  fubfequent  fe- 
tor of  the  lochia,  give  no  fmall  grounds  for  fufpi- 

cion.  Of  the  fame  kind  is  the  ninth 

F.i^tnh  obrorv.  . . . . i i r 

Ohfer-vation^  in  which  the  lame 

mode  of  treatment  overcame  the  complaint. 
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^Obferv.  xl.  In  confeqiience  of  the  placenta  being 
: three  days  retained  in  the  uterus, 

Ninth  obferv. 

.and  becoming  putrid  there,  a very 
jputrid  fever,  accompanied  with  miliary  puftules, 
.arofe,  which  proved  fatal  on  the  twenty-fecond 
tday  after  delivery. 

474.  Thefe  obfervations  might  anfwer  the  pur- 
jpofe,  if  it  did  not  frequently  hap- 

^ t .L  T • GaflelUer’s  oblir- 

jpeii,  that  the  rniliary  eruption  is  vations. 

Joined  with  the  puerperal  fever, 

Ithough  per  epigenefm,  in  fuch  a manner  that  the 

ifever  is  then  named  the  miliary  fever  (f  puerperal 

•'ivomefi.  I fhall  not,  therefore,  confider  the  time 

:as  thrown  away,  if  I fubjoin  to  thofc  already 

(quoted,  feven  other  hiftories  lately  publilhed  by 

<Gaftellier,  that  I may  be  the  better  enabled  to 

linvcftigate  the  various  origins  and  nature  of  this 

ifever.  Obferv.  i.  A woman  had  a favourable  de- 

diver)’’  in  the  morning.  In  the  evening  the  lo- 

(chiawere  fupprelTed,  in  confequence 

(of  a fright  fhe  fuddenly  received. 

Thence  followed  (liaking  of  the  whole  body,  a 

ifenfe  of  fulfocatlon  and  ftraitening  of  the  cheft. 

At  night  fhe  was  very  talkative  ; her  converfation 

was  incoherent,  there  was  a pain  in  the  head  and 

loins ; the  refpiration  laborious  ; the  eyes  were 

red  and  fparkling ; the  pulfe  hard,  full,  and 

quick  j violent  throbbing  of  the  carotids;  the 


Firft  patient. 
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fkin  dry,  and  ^marked  with  broad  red  fpots  ; and 
intolerable  tliirft.  All  which  fymptorns  ought  to 
have  been  afcribed,  partly  to  the  terror,  partly  to  ^ 
the  heating  remedies  and  wine  employed  to  re-  | 
move  its  effects.  To  thefe  fymptorns  were  added,  | 
violent  delirium,  and,  fhortly  after,  the  miliary  ^ 
eruption.  Repeated  bleeding  proved  ferviceable,  ' 
in  fo  much  that  on  the  ninth  day  the  lochia  ; 
flowing  copioufly,  and  her  fenfes  being  reftored,  ■ 
fhe  was  able  to  fit  up  for  three  hours  out  of  bed,  : 
It  cannot  be  doubted  that  this  kind  of  fever  was  ; 
to  be  afcribed  to  fuppreffion  of  the  lochia,  and  to 
the  too  violent  and  copious  afflux  of  the  blood  to 
the  head  ; and  the  name  of  locJjial  phrenitis  might 
perhaps  not  improperly  be  given  it. 

475.  Ohferv.  ii.  After  an  eafy  and  natural  de- 
livery, the  lochia  flowed  very  Iparingly.  The  ^ 
patient,  therefore,  continued  in  in-  ] 

. pat'ent.  for  fourteen  days  * ; i 

nay,  on  the  night  of  this  day,  without  any  evi-  , 
dent  caufe,  ftie  was  feized  with  very  acute  pains ; 
at  the  lower  part  of  the  belly,  .attended  with  fre-  j 
quent  and  very  violent  vomiting.  Next  morning  j 
file  complained  loudly,  and  fhrieked  with  pain. 
Her  pulfe  was  fmall,  flow,  and  very  contraded; 
the  extremities  were  cold  ; the  urine  fuppreffed ; 
the  belly  Iwelled,  but  not  painful  to  the  touch ; 
great  dyfpnoca,  and  at  length  the  whole  body  co- 
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vered  with  miliary  veficles,  which  had  broken 
; out  a few  days  before.  No  milk  appeared  from 
the  time  of  delivery  to  the  prefent  day,  nor  had 
any  milk-fever  preceded.  In  confequence  of 
bleeding  in  the  foot  being  twice  employed,  toge- 
ther with  diluent  fubacid  drink,  frequently  ba- 
I thing  the  whole  body  for  a long  time  with  tepid 
i water,  and  next  purging  it  copioufly  by  tartar- 
emetic,  and  bringing,  about  a free  difcharge  of 
the  lochia,  the  patient  quickly  recovered.  The 
[.author  has  given  it  the  name  of  collca  iiepbrilica. 
Yet  it  feems  more  probable  that  the  caufe  was, 
fcantinefs  and  aberration  of  the  lochia,  and  fordes 
in  the  inteftinal  canal. 

* Hippocrates  (Epid.  i.  feB.  3.  agrot.  iv.)  gives,  as  ufual, 
sa  laconic,  but  exceedingly  accurate  hiftory,  of  a puerperal  - 
\woman,  who  was  attacked  with  fever  on  the  fourteenth 
ulay  after  delivery.  The  whole  of  which  it  will  be  worth 
•-while  to  tranfcribe,  as  it  bears  a confiderable  refem- 
Iblance  to  that  we  have  been  juft  defcribing : “ In  Thafus, 
tthe  wife  of  Philinus,  who  had  been  brought  to  bed  of  a girl, 
rafter  the  ufual  evacuations,  and  otherwife  doing  well,  was 
-attacked  on  the  fourteenth  day  with  a violent  fever,  attend- 
icd  with  delirium.  At  firft  {he  had  a pain  in  her  heart,  ( meau~ 
'ing  the  pit  of  the  ftomach  J,  and  about  the  right  praecordium  ; to- 
Jgcther  with  pains  in  the  parts  of  generation,  and  the  lochia 
:ceafcd.  But,  on  applying  a pellary,  thefe  fymptoms  vi'ere  relie- 
ved. Still  the  pain  of  the  head,  neck,  and  loins  remained.  She 
■enjoyed  no  fleep.  The  extremities  were  cold.  She  was  thirfty ; 
her  belly  hot,  and  flie  palTed  little.  Her  urme  was  thin,  and 
from  the  beginning  colourlefs.  In  the  evening  of  the  fixtii 
day,  {lie  became  very  delirious.  On  the  feventh  (lie  w'as  thirfty, 
and  difeharged  bilious,  high-coloured  matter.  On  the  eighth 
{lie  had  rigor ; acute  fever  j convulfions  and  pain ; and  was 

VoL.  II.  P 
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extremely  delirious.  A peflary  having  been  applied,  fhc  arofc,- 
and  difeharged  much  bilious  matter  by  ftool.  Still  there  was  no 
fleep.  On  the  ninth  (he  was  attacked  with  convulfions.  On  the 
tenth  (he  in  fome  degree  recovered  her  fenfes.  On  the  eleventh  v 
file  llept,  and  recollected  every  thing ; but  immediately  relapfed  | 
into  the  delirium.  During  the  convulfions  (he  pafled  a quantity 
of  urine  ; while  they  were  not  prefent,  it  was  thick  and  white,  ^ 
like  that  which  is  become  turbid  by  ftagnation.  It  depofited  . 
no  fediment,  and  in  colour  and  thicknefs  it  was  like  that  of 
cattle.  Such  was  the  (late  of  the  urine,  as  I myfelf  faw.  About 
the  fourteenth  (he  had  unlverfal  fubfultus  tendinum  j Ihe  fpoke  < 
much  incoherently  ; (he  recovered  her  fenfes  a little,  but  quick- 
ly became  delirious  again.  About  the  feventeenth  Ihc  loft  her 
fpeech.  On  the  twentieth  ftie  died.”  Mercurialis,  in  his  com-  ; 
mentary  on  this  hiftory,  fuppofes  that  the  lochia  begun  to  flow, 
as  ufual,  immediately  after  delivery,  but  that  the  difeharge  after- 
wards became  too  fparing  j and  that,  in  confequence  of  this 
defedfive  flow,  flie  was  at  length  attacked  with  fever,  which 
might  be  occafioned  by  Inflammation  of  the  uterus  and  liver,  j 
proceeding  from  retention  and  aberration  of  the  lochia.  He 
eave  it  the  name  of  hemitritaa.  But  there  was  alfo  a collec-  ^ 
tion  of  bilious  humours,  from  which  the  fever  might  in  a great 
meafurc  be  derived.  ; 

476.  Ohfcrv,  ill.  During  the  whole  period  of  • 
geftation  the  health  was  bad,  the  living  bad,  and  > 
there  was  a flight  fever  of  long 
third  patient,  After  delivery  the  lochh  j 

"were  firft  copious,  next  fcanty,  and  came  off 
flowly.  There  was  fcarcely  any  milk,  although  the  . 
child  was  put  to  the  breaft.  The  patient  generally 
fat  up  out  of  bed,  fo  that  fire  certainly  received  no 
injury  from  the  heat  of  the  bed  or  chamber.  On 
the  tenth  day  fire  expofed  h erf  elf  to  damp  air, 
though  for  a fliort  time.  Next  night  fhe  was  at- 
tacked with  violent  fever  j in  confequence  of 
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xvhich  the  Ipchia,  which  ftill  continued  to  flow, 
W'cre  entirely  fuppreflfed.  On  the  following  day 
all  the  fymptoms  were  aggravated  : the  pulfe  was 
fmall,  • hard,  quick,  finooth,  and  compreflTed  ; 
the  Ikin  was  of  a burning  heat,  although  be- 
dewed with  conftant  moifture,  and  covered  with 
fmall  clear  vcficles.  The  head  lay  to  one  fide  ; 
the  eyes  were  languid  ; the  tongue  dry ; the 
breads  flaccid  ; the  refpiration  anxious  ; flight 
delirium  ; difficulty  of  fpeaking  ; there  was  op- 
preffion  at  the  cheft  ; the  arms  were  thrown  out 
carelefsly,  and  ffie  caught  the  bed-cloaths  in  her 
hands.  In  the  mean  time  the  abdomen  was  foft, 
and  without  pain.  The  bread  and  head  were  re- 
markably relieved  by  bleeding  from  the  foot,  by 
which  alfo  the  pulfe  was  raifed.  The  remainder 
of  the  cure  was  performed  by  purging,  by  which 
much  bilious  and  putrid  matter  was  drawn  ofl" ; 
by  copious  fweating,  and  the  flow  of  the  lochia, 
which  Ihortly  returned.  Thus,  within  a few 
days,  die  perfedtly  recovered,  except  that  the  fe- 
cretion  of  milk  could  not  be  redored 

The  caufe  of  the 

by  any  means.  The  body  long  fevrr,  vitiRtioii 
abounded  with  vitiated  humours 
and  was  not  fufficiently  purged 
by  the  quantity  of  the  lochia,  or  by  the  diarrhoea, 
or  fweat,  after  delivery.  To  which  was  fuper- 
added  checking  of  the  infenfiblc  perfpiration,  by 
expokire  to  rnoid  cold  air,  by  which  the  fever 

P 2 
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was,  ii'^ipiediately  excited.  Nor,  for  my  part,  do 
I fee  reafon  for  haying  recourfe  to  doubtful  or 
uncertain  caufes. 

* In  Hippocrates  ( Epid.  3.  feEt.  3.  agrot.  2.)  is  to  be  found 
the  hiftory  of  a puerperal  woman,  who,  during  geftation,  was 
« feveri(li,”  and,  after  delivery,  “ the  lochia  not  having  taken 
place,  on  the  third  day  was  attacked  with  an  acute  fever,  attend- 
ed with  fhivering.”  The  caufes  were  almoft  the  fame  as  in  that 
juft  now  dpfcribed,  but  more  fevcre  and  dangerous,  in  fo  ipuch 
that  (he  not  only  long  ftruggleft  with  “ continued,  acute 
fevers,”  attended  with  very  bad  fymptoms  •,  but,  after  a 
variety  of  changes  for  the  better  and  worfe,  at  length  funk 
under  the  complaint  on  the  eightieth  day  from  its  commence- 
ment. 

477.  Ohferv.  iv.  Ou  the  fixth  day  after  partu- 
rition the  following  particulars  were  to  be  obfer- 

ved.  The  pulfe  was  full,  hard, 
Tourth  patient.  irregular  ; the  tongue 

rough  and  dry  j the  Ikin  inoift,  covered  all  over 
with  white  miliary  puftules ; there  was  fome 
anxiety  about  the  cheft  ; the  abdomen  was  un- 
ufually  diftended,  and  extremely  painful  to  the 
touch ; the  urine  fparing  and  red ; the  belly 
bound  ; great  thirft  ; frequent  fhiverings  and  hts 
efpecially  after  the  invafion  of  the  milk-fe\er. 
The  lochia  were  firft  fparingly  difeharged,  and 
afterwards  entirely  ceafed  to  flow.  The  head, 
however,  remained  free  from  any  aflfedtion. 
There  was  a fcanty  fecretion  of  milk  in  the 
breads.  In  confequence  of  thefe  fymptoms,  the 


OF  REMITTENT  FEVERS. 


229 


phyficlan  being  called,  he  cdrtjeitiired  that  the 
principal  part  of  the  difeafe  Was  inflammation 
of  the  uterus.  He  therefore  caufed  the  pa- 
tient to  be  bled  in  the  arm  twice  within  a 
few  hours,  and  prefcribed  whey  by  way  of 
drink.  This  caufed  a very  fpeedy  detumefcence 
of  the  abdomen  ; the  belly  became  loofe,  arid 
much  bilious  matter  came  off ; the  lochia  again 
flowed  with  great  abundance,  and  every  thing  re- 
turned in  three  or  four  days  to  the  former  healthy 
condition.  I {hall  not  here  enter  upon  the  dif- 
culTion  of  the  queftion,  whether  the  uterus  alone, 
or  the  inteftines  alfo,  might  be  fufpeded  to  be 
inflamed  j nor  whether  the  fjces  contributed  at 
all  to  the  {lopping  of  the  lochia  and 
inducing  of  the  fever,  or  were  at  leaft 

, ^ _ belly,  and  iup- 

combined  with  it.  This  alone  I prefijon  of  the 
confidered  as  manifeil,  that  this  fe- 
ver originated  from  fupprellion  of  the  lochia  and 
the  bound  ftate  of  the  belly. 

478.  Obferv.  v.  In  this  cafe  the  lochia  were 
too  fpeedily  diminiihed.  The  milk- 
fever  was  exceedingly  violent.  The 
night  between  the  third  and  fourth  day  after  de- 
livery was  fpent  without  fleep,  with  the  greateft 
anxiety  and  delirium.  In  the  morning  of  the 
fotirth  day  all  the  fymptoms  Were  fomewhat  al- 
leviated ; but  in  the  evening  they  were  greatly 
^SS^^v^ted.  The  patient  then  complained  much 
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of  a lancinating  and  very  acute  pain  in  the ‘head  ; 
the  eyes  rolled  about  in  the  head,  and  gliftened ; 
the  patient  laughed  without  any  caufe ; the 
tongue  was  dry  and  black  ; the  thirft  was  un-  y 
quenchable  ; a fenfe  of  fuffocation  was  felt  in  the 
cheft  ; the  refpiration  was  much  opprelTed  ; the  m 
breads  empty  and  flaccid  ; no  flow  of  the  lochia  •>  || 
the  belly  foft ; the  Ikin  moift,  with  white  miliary 
puftules  appearing  here  and ' there ; the  pulfe  ] 
very  full,  intermitting,  and  very  fall ; and,  occa-  1 
fionally,  alienation  of  mind.  Bleed-  ■ 

Phrenitis  from  . ii-ii  rr 

mctattafis  of  the  mg,  which  Iccmcd  highly  necellary,  j 
lochia.  omitted  ; confequently  all  the  < 

fymptoms  were  aggravated.  About  the  eighth  ' 
day  a metaftafis  to  the  brain  having  taken  place,  < 
file  expired. 

479.  Ohferv.  vi.  The  labour-pains  continued  j 
two  days,  and  the  child  was  extracted  by  means  | 
of  the  forceps.  Fever  came  on  du-  \ 

Sixth  patient.  . . . c*  i r.  I 

ring  parturition,  oix  hours  alter-  | 

wards  the  lochia  altogether  ceafed.  During  the 

time  of  the  rnilk-fever  all  the  fymptoms  were  ag- 

gravated.  There  was  a niofl  fevere  headacb,  A 

with  a hard,  quick,  contraded  pulfe ; the  belly 

and  loins  were  affeded  with  an  excruciating  pain. 

T.’he  face  was  livid,  and  the  refpiration  frequently 

interrupted  with  anxiety  about  the  prarcordia. 

There  was  a burning  heat  in  the  fkin,  the  belly 

3vas  fwellcd,  and  impatient  of  being  touched.  1 he 
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uterus  being  much  enlarged,  occupied  more  fpace 
than  in  the  gravid  ftate.  The  limbs  were  feeble, 
and  nothing  was  pafled  by  the  belly.  On  in- 
veftigation  it  appeared,  that  the  patient  had  been 
much  injured  by  an  ignorant  nurfe,  and  had 
drunk  wine  too  freely  on  purpofe  to  promote  the 
How  of  the  lochia.  The  patient  was  relieved, 
firfl:  by  the  antlphlogiftic  regimen  and  repeated 
bleedings,  and  afterwards  the  colluvies  in  the  in- 
teftines,  which  had  taken  place  in  the  courfe  of 
the  complaint,  was  removed,  and  thus  the  mi- 
liary eruption  difappeared.  The 

^ Inflammation  of 

complaint,  as  the  author  fuppofed,  Uc  utetus.com- 
was  conhned  chieny  to  the  uterus,  pepfy  and  a pa- 
which  had  been  much  diftended  and  diathefis. 

liaralTed,  both  during  geftation,  but  much  more 
fo  in  parturition.  In  confequence  of  which  it 
became  inflamed,  but  it  was  combined  with  a pu- 
trid diathelis,  both  of  the  prima  vice  and  of  all 
the  fluids.  Retention  of  the  lochia,  bound  belly, 
and  corruption  of  the  fluids,  afforded  the  primary 
caufes,  by  which  an  anomalous  and  lafting  fever 
was  excited,  which  did  not  entirely  difappear 
for  forty  days  *. 


* It  is  well  worth  while  to  infert  in  this  place  two  hiftories 
of  women,  who  were  attacked  with  a very  violent  and  fatal  fe- 
ver, after  a hard  labour  : one  of  them  is  to  be  found  in  epid.^- 
Je^.  2.  the  other  in  feB.  3.  of  Hippocrates.  The  firll  is  as  fol- 
lows : “ A woman,  wljio  had  been  for  the  firll  time  brought  t(? 
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bed  of  a boy  in  the  Forum  Mendacium,  and  had  had  a fevere  la- 
bour, fell  into  a fever.  From  the  very  begining  fhe  was  thirfty, 
anxious,  had  a pain  in  her  heart,  her  tongue  dry,  her  ftools 
thin  and  fcanty,  and  (he  did  not  fleep.  On  the  fecond  day  Ihe 
had  fome  rigor,  acute  fever,  and  her  head  was  bedewed  with  a 
cold  fweat.  On  the  third  day  flic  witli  difficulty  pafled  crude, 
thin,  and  copious  deje£lions.  On  the  fourth  day  fhe  had  rigor. 
All  the  fymptoms  were  aggravated.  She  flept  none.  On  the 
fifth  and  fixth  fhe  continued  much  diftrefled.  On  the  feventh 
fhe  had  rigors,  acute  fevers,  much  thirft,  and  reflleflhefs.  To- 
wards evening  fhe  was  all  over  covered  with  a cold  fweat,  fhe  felt 
herfelf  cold,  and  her  extremities  no  longer  recovered  their  heat. 
At  night  the  rigor  again  tame  on.  She  did  not  fleep  ; there 
w'as  a flight  derangement  of  the  mental  funftion,  though  fhe 
fliortly  recovered  the  ufe  of  her  underflanding.  On  the  eighth 
day  about  noon  fhe  turned  warm  again  j fhe  w'as  thirfly,  fleepy, 
and  felt  herfelf  lick.  She  vomited  fome  yellowifh,  bilious  mat- 
ter. She  was  reftlefs  at  night,  and  flept  none.  She  pafled  a 
great  deal  of  urine  involuntarily.  On  the  ninth  day  all  the 
fymptoms  remitted,  aiid  fhe  remained  fleepy.  Towards  even- 
ing the  rigor  in  fome  degree  returned.  She  again  vomited  bi- 
lious matter.  On  the  tenth  there  was  rigor,  and  the  fever  was 
aggravated.  She  enjoyed  no  fleep.  In  the  morning  flie  pafled 
a great  deal  of  urine,  w'hich  depofiteii  a fediment,  and  her  ex- 
tremities recovered  their  warmth.  On  the  eleventh  fhe  vomit- 
ed greenifh,  bilious  fluff.  Not  long  after  flie  had  rigors,  and 
the  extremities  again  grew  cold.  Towards  evening  fhe  had 
fweats  and  rigor.  She  vomited  a great  deal,  and  pafled  a refl- 
Icfs  night.  On  the  twelfth  flie  vomited  much  black,  flrong 
fmelling  fluff  ■,  had  much  hiccup  and  troublefome  thirft.  On 
the  thirteenth  fhe  vomited  a great  deal  of  black,  fetid  matter, 
a ud^ had  rigors.  About  midnight  fhe  became  fpeechlefs.  On  the 
fourteenth  a hxmorrhage  from  tlve  nofe  took  place.  She  died. 
Her  belly  had  been  all  along  loofc,  and  matter  of  a mod  dilagrec- 
able  flnell  pafled.  She  was  about  feventeen  years  of  age.”  Galcu 


OF  REMiTT£NT  FEVERS. 


233 


lias  made  no  commentary  of  any  confequence  on  this  hiftory ; he 
uas  not  even  left  a fydable  in  writing  on  the  caufes,  nature,  and 
name  of  this  very  pernicious  fpecies  of  fever.  He  feems,  how- 
ever, to  have  claffed  it  among  the  ardent  fevers.  Mercuria- 
ias,  again,  in  his  commentary,  employs  only  conjectures,  and  is 
much  inclined  to  ful'peO;,  that  it  is  to  be  derived  from  a meta- 
liafis  of  the  lochia  to  the  ftomach  and  inteftines ; that  it  occa- 
iaoned  a colliquative  diarrhoea,  and  was  of  the  fame  kind  as  the 
\sorrifica  and  hemitritaa  of  Galen.  Be  that  as  it  may,  it  is  pro- 
vable that  it  was  occaGoned  not  only  by  reteiition  and  aberra- 
iJon  of  the  lochia,  but  likewife  by  a colledlion  of  bilious  humours, 
|;nd  that  it  approached  very  nearly  to  the  tritteophyae  of  the  ar- 
kent,  malignant,  colliquative,  putrid  kind,  terminating  in  lipyria. 
Verhaps  alfo  the  uterus,  in  confequence  of  the  hard  labour,  be- 
iaame  inflamed.  The  other  hiftory  is  given  in  the  following 
ffords  : “ In  the  ifland  of  Cyzicus,  a woman,  after  a hard  la- 
kour,  bore  female  twins.  The  lochia  did  not  flow  very  copi- 
[uully.  At  flrft  fhe  was  attacked  with  an  acute  fever ; there 
irvas  hcavinefs  of  the  head  and  neck  ; fhe  was  wakeful  from  the 
beginning  : but  fhe  was  Glent,  fad,  and  obftinate.  Her  urine 
jvas  thin  and  colourlefs.  She  was  thirfty,  and  had  much 
Irnxiety.  Her  bowels  were  greatly  difordered,  and  afterwards 
keturned  to  the  natural  ftate.  On  the  fixth  day,  towards  night, 
ihe  raved  much,  and  enjoyed  no  flecp.  About  the  eleventh 
I'he  became  furious  ; but  afterwards  recovered  her  reafon.  Her 

I . 

hnne  was  black  and  tliin,  and  afterwards  fcanty  and  oily.  Her 
^iools  were  copious  and  loofe.  On  the  fourteenth  fhe  had  many 
i;onvulGons,  and  her  extremities  were  cold.  She  no  longer  re- 
mained fenfible,  and  her  urine  was  fupprefled.  On  the  Gx- 
eenth  flie  was  fpeechlefs.  On  the  feventeenth  fhe  expired  in 
i ftate  of  phrenzy.”  Galen  and  Mercurialis,  in  their  expoG- 
ion  of  this  hiftory,  derive  it  not  only  from  deGciency  oF the 
ochia,  and  inflammation  of  the  uterus  fucceeding  the  difficult 
nrth,  but  alfo  a metaftafis  of  vitiated  humours  to  the  head  ; 
rom  which  the  phrenitis  proceeded.  Hippocrates  called  it 
^dual  phrenitis. 
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480.  Obferv.  vii.  In  tliis  patient,  during  the  j 
^vhole  period  of  geftation,  fixed  forrow  and  bad  < 
living  had  proved  injurious.  Hence 

Seventh  patient.  ^ r 1 • t • 

arofe  a flight  fever,  which  conti- 
nued  to  trouble  her  for  two  months.  At  length  j 
file  had  an  eafy  labour.  The  lochial  difcharge 
and  fecretion  of  milk  were  natural ; and  they 
continued  fo  to  the  eighth  day,  while  flie  at  the  1 
fame  time  obferved  a proper  regimen.  At  this; 
time  fhc  received  a fevere  Ihock  from  feeing  her 
child  fall  into  convulfions.  The  lochia  imme- 
diately ceafed  to  flow.  In  the  evening  the  fever . 
came  on,  accompanied  with  headach,  thirft,  and 
heat ; in  the  morning  it  was  flightly  mitigated,' 
but  aggravated  towards  evening.  The  bitter 
tafte  in  the  mouth,  foulnefs  of  the  tongue,  the; 
preceding  depreflion  of  fpirits,  and  bad  living  fhe  ^ 
had  ufed,  indicated  a bad  ftate  of  the  digeftion.: 
Miliary  puftules,  without  doubt  occafioned  by  aj 
vitiated  ftate  both  of  the  fluids  contained  in  the^ 
veins  and  the  prm^s  via,  next  fupervened.  She^ 
was  cured  by  means  of  cathartics,  which  occa-^ 
fioned  a difcharge  of  bilious,  vifeid,  putrid  mat-  | 
ter^  and  were  followed  by  a fpeedy  termination 
of  the  fever  and  all  its  fymptoms.  Probably 
iliey  fupplied  the  place  of  the  lochia,  which  could 
not  be  brought  back  by  any  means.  Therefore 
the  fever  was  excited  by  a gaftric 

the  lochia.  Hence,  being  in  fomc 
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nnieafure  of  a mixed  nature,  it  might  not  impro- 
fperly  be  denominated  gajlrko-lochial, 

481.  If  any  one  impartially  confiders  thefe  ob- 
ifervations,  and  attends  to  the  ma- 

, . , . , Several  manifcft 

■niieit  cauies  which  involve  puerpe-  cauics. 
rral  women  in  fo  many  fevers  and 
complaints,  he  will  be  obliged  to  confefs,  unlefs 
Ihe  be  mad,  that  the  chief  and  moft  frequent  of 
'.them  are  not  fingle,  but  various,  namely,  fome- 
ttimes  retention,  fuppreflion,  or  corruption  and 
Aberration  of  the  lochia  ; fometimes  the  placenta, 
cor  the  remains  of  the  fecundina^  left  in  the  uterus, 
-and  putrefying  there  ; fometimes  preceding  vitia- 
ttion  of  the  fluids  ; fometimes  putrid,  or  bilious, 
(or  otherwife  depraved  chyle  in  the  prlmcB  vice, 
(or  too  long  retention  of  the  fseces  ; fometimes  al- 
•kalefcence,  or  putrid  colliquation  of  the  blood, 
^whether  occafioned  by  the  heating  regimen,  or 
Iby  excefflve  heat  of  the  bed,  or  chamber,  or  by 
iimpure  air,  or  that  which  is  charged  with  any 
jputrid  miafma ; fometimes  difficult  labour,  and 
iinjury  done  to  the  uterus  ; fometimes  alio,  but 
1 rarely,  fudden  retiring  and  metaftafis  of  the  milk, 
I or  its  having  become  corrupted  or  acid  by  flagna- 
Jtion,  or  feveral  of  thefe  caufes  put  together,  as 
1 more  frequently  happens.  But,  according  to  the 
variety  and  noxious  power  of  tliefe 

. caufes,  various  kinds  of  thefe  fevers  ^a“ccSd?iIg?rthe 
i and  difeafes  muft  necefiarily  follow, 

! namely,  fometimes  hyfleritis,  ente- 


Cdil- 
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ritis,  pleurify,  peripneumony,  and  phrenitis ; 
fometimes  acute gajlrle fevers',  fometimes^^^/Vo-. 
putrid^  or  gq/lricG-locbial^  or  fimply  lochial  ones ; 
iometimes  ardent  bilious  tritaopbya^  or  colliquative ^ 
or  bilious  ones  : and  of  thefe,  again,  fome  benign 
and  pure ; others  malignant^  pernicious,  and  com- 
plicated, referabling  the  nature  of  the  hemitritaeus. 
Of  all  of  them,  however,  no  one  can  deny, 
that  thofe  which  occur  the  moft  frequently  are  ^ 
the  fimple  gajbric  and  locbial  fevers,  or  fuch  as  | 
are  combined  with  thefe,  as  the  gafirico-locbial  } 
ones ; and  the  gajirico-putrid,  or  ga/irico-inJla7a*  | 
matory  kind 

482.  It  confequently  follows,  that  it  i^s  a very  1 
great  miftake  to  fuppofe,  that  either  retention,  | 
or  repulfion,v  or  aberration  of  the  p 
lochia,  or  inflammation  of  the  ute-  ^: 
rus,  or  any  other  caufe  in  particu- 
lar, produces  puerperal  fever  ; and  that  they  are 
the  moft  judicious  who,  with  Riverius  and  Wil- 
lis, have  concluded  that  there  is  fometimes  one, 
fometimes  another  caufe,  and  therefore  that  its 
origin  is  manifold.  Whence  it  happens,  that  not 
only  the  prognofis,  but  likewife  the  cure  itfelf, 
ought  to  vary  according  as  the  nature  or  combina- 
tion of  the  caufes  varies,  which  does  not  feem  to 
have  been ' fufficiently  noticed  by 

The  modem  opi-  j^Q^g^n  writcrs.  For,  according  as 
luoa  erroneous.  , o 

they  have  preconceived  an  erro- 
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meous  opinion,  or  have  only  obferved  fome  epi- 
ddemy,  in  which  puerperal  women  have  been  af- 
tfedted  with  nearly  the  lame  difeafe  every  where, 
bbut  particularly  in  hofpitals  with  bad  air,  they  have 
fperl'uadcd  themfelves  that  puerperal  women  are 
lliable  to  this  or  that  kind  of  fever,  and  each  has 
ggiven  his  own  defcription  of  the  complaint  as 
nmore  confiftent  with  nature  and  truth  than 
dhofe  of  others : from  which  we  learn  the  rea- 
ffon  of  White  complaining,  that  fcarcely  two 
authors  are  to  be  found  who  agree  in  their  de- 
[Tcription  of  this  fever ; although  he  allows,  that 
eeach  of  them  has  given  a faithful  account  of  the 
ifcver  which  had  happened  to  occur  to  him  in  the 
::ourfe  of  his  pradtice. 

483.  The  remarks  already  delivered,  and  the 
dedudtions  drawn  a pojleriori  from  the  fuccef- 
five  obfervations  of  others,  might  be  quite  fuffi- 
zient  to  afcertain  both  the  caufes  and  nature  of 
thefe  fevers,  and  to  eftablifli  a proper  plan  of  cure 
nn  them,  fo  that  it  would  be  almo.ft  unneceflary  to 
wafte  time  in  any  farther  inveftigation  or  defcrip- 
tionofthem.  But  fince  fome  modern 

tt  1 TV  wr,  . ' The  difeafe  pecif. 

'Writers,  as  Hulme,  Leake,  White,  liar  to  puerperal 
land  others,hold  puerperal  fever  to  be 
a difeafe  peculiar  to  puerperal  women,  and  entirely 
dilferent  from  all  other  difeafes  to  which  they  arc 
fubjedt,  I (hall  not  omit  its  defcription,  as  1 have 
already  promifed  (4 5" 9.),  fuch  as  they  have  feen 
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it  either  in  lying-in  hofpitals,  or  here  and  there 
epidemically  affedting  puerperal  women  that 
thofe  who  are  defirous  of  clinical  information  may 
confider  nothing  as  wanting  in  the  account.  And 
1 {hall  endeavour  to  give  a comprehenfive  view  ^ , 

• of  what  they  have  delivered  concerning  the 
caufes,  prognofis,  and  method  of  cure.  ^ 

* Leake,  who  publiflied  his  treatife  firft  in  the  year  1 77^> 

afterwards  republiflied  it  in  1774,  obferved  this  fever  raging  in^ 

the  Wcftminifter  hofpital,  and  alfo  difFufed  epidemically  over  ^ 

the  town,  particularly  in  the  month  of  May  1769,  as  alfo  ini 

1770,  and  1771.  Likcwife  Hulme  and  White  obferved  a fi-  j 

inilar  malignant  epidemy.  Johnfon  alfo  [Art.  Oyieiric.  253.)  * 

knew  that  this  fever  raged  particularly  in  lying-in  hofpitals,^ 

and  was  found  more  frequently  there,  becaufe  the  air  in  thera.| 

ufed  to  be  more  or  lefs  contaminated  with  the  putrid  effluvia^ 

proceeding  from  the  patients  bodies,  and  adhering  to  thebeds,! 

cloaths,  and  walls  of  the  apartments.  1 

✓ 

THE  DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  FEVER  FROM  THE 

ISIODERNS.  3 

484.  In  the  evening  of  the  fecond  or  third  ^ 
day  after  delivery,  the  patients  are  generally  of  a I 
fudden  affedled  with  violent  fha- 
ler  ofT,  king>  is  of  ’“"S  continuance. 

It  happens  fometimes  fooner,  fome- 
tlmes  later,  feldom  however  fo  late  as  the  fifth  or 
fixth  day  It  is  accompanied  with  headach, 
anxiety,  naufea,  vomiting  ot  bile,  and  proftra- 
tion  of  ftrength  The  Ihaking,  as  we  arc  in- 
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fformed  by  White  fometimes  returns  like  that 
lin  intermitting  fevers,  but  of  the  erratic  or  irre- 
jgular  kind,  until  the  fever  fhortly  terminates  in  a 
ccontinued  quotidian,  or  tertian,  either  of  the 
ifimple  or  double  kind.  He  tells  us, 
aalfo,  that  in  fome  the  fever  is  not  ^andlooi'^ef^^^^ 
^preceded  by  fhivering,  but  comes 
con  and  proceeds  to  its  acme  gradually,  fliortly 
iTnanifefting  itfelf  by  putrid  fweats,  the  dangerous 
niature  of  which  we  are  led  to  fufpe£t  from  the 
maufea,  green  vomiting,  and  diarrhoea  wdiich  are 
{prefent.  But  the  fliivering  is  fucceeded  by  ex- 
bceffive  heat  1|.  Leake  remarked  very  great  va- 
^riety  in  the  pulfe,  both  with  regard 
Ito  ftrength  and  quicknefs.  It  is  ge- 
merally  from  90  to  137  in  the  minute.  White, 
! however,  warns  us,  that  at  the  be- 
ginning the  pulfe  fwerves  little  from 
iits  natural  condition,  being  only  fomewhat  fuller 
aand  quicker  j but  that,  as  the  complaint  advan- 
ces, it  becomes  quick  and  fmall,  attended  with 
jianxiety  and  oppreflion  at  the  prsecordia,  fighing, 
^deje<^fion  of  fpirits,  laffitude,  and  extreme  debi- 
lity §.  On  the  fecond  day  of  the 
fever  the  patient  complains  of 
lent  pain  about  the  epigaftric  re- 
gion, ftretching  to  the  falfe  ribs  and  umbilicus  ; 
Jnay,  fometimes  to  the  very  Ihoulder-blades.  In 
the  mean  time  the  belly  becomes  fwelled  and 


The  heat. 


The;kindof  pulfe. 


Pain  in  the  epi- 
MO-  rraftrium. 
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raifed.  If  this  tenfion  of  the  abdomen  fucceeds 
fuppreffion  of  the  diarrhcca,  and  is 
attended  with  pain  in  the  epiga- 
ftrium  and  other  parts,  and  the  belly 
is  raifed,  it  is  a fatal  fymptom.  The  counte- 
nance is  then  marked  by  an  inde-  ■ 
Tcefmmblfof  fcribablewildnefs,  the  limbs  tremble,  . . 

the  limbs, biucnefs  chceks  erow  red,  the  lips  be-  ; 

of  the  lips.  ° ^ } 

come  livid,  the  angles  of  the  note  j 
appear  drawn  afundcr.  In  which  circumftanccs  no  • 
room  is  left  for  hope.  In  the  mean  time,  ac-  < 
cording  to  Leake,  the  lochia  flow  ; 
1 be  lochia.  , although  Hulme  denies  that  j 

this  is  the  cafe,  and,  if  they  ever  flop,  that  the  | 
fymptoms  are  not  aggravated,  and  that  no  deh-  j 
rium  nor  hyftcrical  fymptoms  appear.  White  alfo  ^ 
affirms,  that  frequently  the  lochia  are  diminiihed  ; ^ 
he  grants,  however,  that  they  are  fometimcs  more  ’ 
fparing,  and  that  what  comes  away  is  extremely*  , 
fetid  ; fometimes  that  they  arc  wholly  fuppreflf- 
ed  f . The  breads  of  the  patients  whom  Leake 
attended,  were  turgid  with  milk 

bicafts  ’ 

on  the  other  hand,  if  we  believe 
White,  in  fome  women  they  become  flaccid  ; 
the  milk  is  diminiflied,  and  frequently,  if  the 
difeafe  is  prolonged,  it  difappears ; although  he 
confefles  that  this  is  not  uniformly  the  cafe.  Hulme 
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iXays,  that  he  has  feen  this  fecretion  difcoloured, 
bout  not  dimiuifhed,  while  it  is  denied  by  others 
{that  this  ever  happens.  The  fame 

, p . 1 . Pathocnomic 

author  conlidcrs  as  pathognomic  f.gus. 
Symptoms  excruciating  pain  in  the 
e;pigaftric  region,  fucceeded  by  fever,  with  great 
ilhivering,  and  pain  of  the  forehead  ; which  fymp- 
icoms  fupervene  immediately  after  delivery. 

* Sometimes  the  fever  begins  before  delivery,  or  even  during 
uarturition,  fometimes  not  till  the  fourteenth  day  after  it,  as  ap- 
»ears  from  hiftories  already  quoted. 

f Moft  of  this  is  taken  from  Leake’s  defcription. 

li  The  fluvering  is  fucceeded  firft  by  heat,  aod  next  by  fweat. 
Willif. 

§ When  the  difeafe  is  very  acute,  it  attains  its  height  on  the 
Ihird  or  fourth  day.  The  heat  is  then  more  intenfe,  and  the 
•uulfe  violent  and  hurried.  Willis. — When  it  is  becoming 
»rorfe,  and  drawing  towards  death,  he  allows  that  it  grows 
rveak  and  irregular.  The  ftrength,  according  to  the  fame  au- 
lihor,  is  almoft  always  fuddenly  reduced. 

^ When  the  fever  has  been  univerfally  difFufed  over  tlie 
f'XKly,  the  lochia,  if  they  had  not  been  already  fupprefled,  then 
iceafc,  or  become  more  fparing.  Id.  Riverius  fays,  that  in 
ouerperal  fever  the  lochia  are  generally  ftopt. 

485.  White  obferves  that  the  tongue  immediate- 
ly becomes  white  and  moift  ; but  is 
ihortly  afterwards  covered  with  a 
l-iaucous  cruft,  or  grows  parched,  indu- 
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rated,  and  black,  or  the  cruft  on  it  becomes  brown. 
The  teeth  alfo  are  incrufted  with  a fimilar  brown 
matter,  which  is  fuppofed  to  be  occafioned  by 
the  putrid  effluvia  ariftng  from  the  ftomach.  Ali- 
ment and  drink  of  all  kinds  are  ge- 
'^°™lngcfta!  nerally  rejected  by  vomiting,  except- 
ing; thofe  which  are  cold  and  aci- 
dulated.  The  ftools  are  fometimes  fo  copious, 
frequent  and  putrid,  as  to  infedt 
the  whole  houfe  with  their  fetor, 
and  diffufe  the  contagion  through  all  the  family.^ 
At  other  times  the  patients  were 


Smell  of  the  feces. 


diftrelTed  with  perpetual  uneafy  te- 

about  the  bow- 
els. 


y- 


Involuntary 

flouls. 


nefmus,  and  a frequent  defire  to. 
make  w’ater,  accompanied  with 
pains  and  very  uneafy  flatulency  of  the  bowels  *,  ; 
In  the  mean  time  a pain  is  felt  in  the  head,  back,  .1 
breafts,  fides,  hip-joint,  and  ilia,  while  the  patient  j 
is  not  free  from  cough  and  difficult  breathing.  ^ 
After  a palfage  they  generally  feem.  i 
relieved  ; but  the  faeces  and  urine 
gradually  begin  to  be  palfed  involun- 
tarily; colliquative  fweats,  hiccup,  and  convulfions 
fupervene,  and  at  length  death  fooner  or  later 
arrives.  Generally  the  eleventh 
day  proves  fatal,  though  inftanccs 
are  recorded  of  fome  patients  who 
have  died  within  tw'enty-four  hours,  while  in 
Others  the  fatal  tei;mination  has  been  protraded 
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bbcyond  the  eleventh.  The  urine  is  commonly 
j'faid  to  be  very  deep-coloured  f ; it 

..  r 1 1 ^ State  of  the  it- 

:is  lometimes,  however,  pale,  or  tur-  j-me. 
ibid,  containing  filaments  floating  in 
lit.  Nor  is  it  uncommon,  efpecially  in  cafes 
iwhere  the  hot  regimen  and  calefa- 

• ^ ]•  1 1.  11  Petechiye  and  the 

oent  remedies  have  been  employed,  eruption. 

mr  too  much  fweating  has  been  kept  . 

tup,  for  petechise  to  break  out  X,  or  white,  red,  or 

miixed  miliary  puftules  to  appear,  which  are  firfl; 

lobferved  about  the  neck  and  breaft,  and  are  after- 

\wards  diffufed  over  the  whole  body,  and  tpllowed 

bby  a fucceflTion  of  new  ones,  until  the  flrength  is 

cexliaufted.  For  the  patients  receive  no  relief  from 

ifuch  eruptions,  as  they  are  merely 

Ifymptomatic.  In  fa£t,  adds  White,  ba°uhefoorrne^!, 

;no  critical  evacuation  occurs  in  this 

[fever  except  the  diarrhoea  jj. 

* Great  Jlatule/icy  and  tenfion  are  excited  in  the  bowels,  re- 
.’’embling  the  hyfteric  paflion.  W'tUis. 

f The  urine  is  thick  and  red.  Willis. 

$ Willis  alfo  in  fomc  women  took  notice  of  purple  fpots  and 
other  fymptoms  indicative  of  malignity. 

II  Before  White,  the  fame  thing  had  been  remarked  by  Willis ; 
for,  fays  he,  while  intenfe  heat,  diftrefling  third,  ftrong,  quick 
pulfe,  obftinate  watching,  conftant  reftlelTnefs,  and  other  fevere 
fymptoms  are  prefent,  and  the  urine  is  thick  and  red,  no  crifis 
ivey  happens,  but  fiiortly  after  a metaftafis  to  the  head  takes 
place,  in  confequence  of  which  the  functions  of  the  brain  and 
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nerves  are  injured,  fubfultus  tendinum  occurs,  the  hyfterical 
fits  are  increafed,  fometimes  phrenitis  takes  place,  together  with 
delirium,  ftupor,  and  lofs  of  voice,  &c. 

486.  The  defeription  of  the  fever,  which  they 
have  given  (483* )i  correfponds  with  that  of 
Le  Roy,  who,  taking  a brief  fur- 
of  all  the  fymptoms,  obferves, 
this  fever  has  a great  affinity  to 
other  fyiTiptomatic  fevers  of  puerperal  women. 

It  attacks  immediately  after  delivery  ; feldom  later 
than  the  fourth  or  fifth  day.  The  breafts  are  fbft  ; ^ 
and  flaccid,  but  preferve  their  ufual  bulk.  Gene- 
rally  in  a fliort  time  the  moft  dangerous  fymp-  | 
toms  make  their  appearance  , nor  is  there  any  one 
fo  malignant  which  does  not  occafionally  fuper- 
vene  in  thisfever.  The  more  ufual  fymptoms  are, a | 
weak  irregular  pulfe,  fometimes  a hard  and  ftrong  j 
one,  loofenefs,  fuppreflion  of  the  lochia,  fwelled  j 
belly  with  a tympanitic  found,  delirium,  ftupor, 
coma,  fubfultus  tendinum,  convulfive  motions  of^^ 
the  bead,  eyes,  hands,  fometimes  alfo  epileply,  pa-  i 
ralyfis,  and  very  frequent  fymptoms  of  inflamma- 
tion in  the  vifeera  of  the  lower  part  of  the  belly, 
or  of  fome  congeftion  in  the  breaft.  Nor  is  the 
miliary  eruption  wanting  * ; fometimes,  efpe- 
eially  in  certain  countries,  or  at  certain  times,  or 
at  leaft  when  the  difeafe  is  drawing  to  a fatal  ter- 
mination, an  eruption  takes  place,  about  the  neck 
and  breaft,  of  fmall  puftules,  about  the  fizc  of  pm- 
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iriieads,  full  of  limpid  ferum,  'which  may  be  mif- 
ittaken  by  the  carelefs  for  drops  of  fweat.  The 
kldifeafc  goes  through  its  courfe  "with  aftonifhing  ra- 
ipidity,  and  its  fpeed  is  in  the  ratio  of  its  mortality. 

* That  fever,  therefore,  ought  not  to  be  confounded  with 
ithe  “ new  difeafe  of  puerperal  women,”  defcribed  with  great 
accuracy  by  Godofrid  Welfch,  and  which  prevailed  epidemi- 
ccally  at  Leipfick,  an.  1655,  proving  very  deftru£tive  to  puerpe- 
rral  women.  For  in  it  they  all  had  the  miliary  eruption,  which 
bconllituted  the  primary  difeafe,  a different  difeafe  entirely 
ffrom  the  fymptomatic,  or  acceflbry,  fpots,  which  occalionally 
ffuperveue  in  the  puerperal  fever,  or  are  combined  with  it. 

487.  I have  already  fhe-wn  what  Hulme  and 
. Leake  have  found  to  be  the  appearance  on  diifec- 
ition(468.).  But  fincel  there  treated  of  thefe  dilfec- 
tions  in  a general  way,  it  is  now  proper  to  enter 
upon  the  account  of  them  at  greater  length,  as  be- 
comes one  treating  in  a particular  manner  of  the 
puerperal  fever  of  modern  authors,  the  objed;  of 
our  prefent  difcuffion.  Hulme  then  found  the  ute- 
rus uninjured,  but  the  inteftines  and  omentum  in- 
flamed, nay,  often  gangrenous  and  mortified,  and 
in  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen  pus  and  ichor  effu- 
fed  from  the  fuppuration  and  rupture  of  the 
omentum.  I.eake  alfo  obferved  the 
omentum  either  wholly  confumed  vfic°e"a?^ 
and  corrupted,  or  converted  into  pus 
like  corrupted  milk,  or  partly  inflamed,  partly  in 
a (late  of  fuppuration  : the  inteflines  having  the 
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•marks  of  Inflammation  externally  : in  the  abdo- 
minal cavity,  pumlent  matter  like  the  ferum  of 
milk,  and  matter  of  a thicker  kind  mingled  with 
it,  and  refembling  coagulated  milk.  Nearly  the 
fame  appearances  were  obferved  by  Theophilus 
de  Meza  but  in  particular  the  abdominal  ca- 
vity full  of  pus,  and  the  various  vlfcera  contained 
in  it  in  a mortified  ftatc.  He  adds,  however,  that 
belides  the  omentum  and  inteftines,  the  uterus 
llkewife  was  found  inflamed.  But  he  does  not  take 
upon  him  to  determine,  whether  fuch  Inflamma- 
tions and  abfeeffes  ought  to  be  efteemed  as  the 
caufe  or  efteifl  of  the  fever.  White 
"^"whu'e’T."  with  more  confidence,  denies 

<.  that  the  vitiated  ftates,  exhibited  by 
the  abdominal  vifeera,  are  the  caufe  of  thefe  fe- 
vers, nor  does  he  hefitatc  to  infer,  that  they  arc 
really  the  effects  of  them.  And  this  he  thinks 
fufficiently  proven  by  the  obfervations  of  Pringle, 
Chicoyneau,  Lind,  and  Lecat,  from  w^hlch  it  ap- 
pears, that  in  all  fuch  as  had  died  of  putrid  malig-' 
nant  fevei\  the  inteflines  and  omentum  were  in  a 
ftate  of  corruption  ; although  it  is  certain,  that  in 
fuch  a cafe,  neither  inflammation  occafioned  the 
fever,  nor  did  the  fever  manifeft  any  inflamma- 
tory diathefis. 

* Qompetid.  med.  fafcic.  i.  defehrib.  c.  xxlv'. 

488.  Nevcrthclefs,  as  I have  already  obfers^ed, 
Hulme  lays  fo  much  ftrefs  on  the  above- men- 
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ittioned  difledlons,  that  he  at  once  fuppofes  the 
ifproximatc  caufe  of  puerperal  fever  to 
[be  inflammation  of  the  omentum  ^p’ledifpofingl’rnd 
;and  inteftines  ; the  prcdlfpoftng  one, 
ijagain,  he  thinks  to  confift  in  the 
ipreflure  fuftained  by  thefe  parts  from  the  gravid 
■ uterus,  in  confequence  of  which  the  circulation 
' of  the  blood  in  them  is  not  only  retarded,  but 
even  hopped,  in  which  circumhance,  with  many 
others,  he  imagines  that  the  nature  of  inflamma- 
tion confihs.  Lahly,  he  feeks  for  xhe  procatar&lcy 
or  occafional  caufe,  in  the  repeated  irritation  and 
violent  and  reciprocal  fridtion  of  the  omentum 
and  intehines  on  one  another,  to  which  they  are 
neceffarily  fubje£ted,  while  the  uterus,  the  abdo- 
minal mufcles,  and  diaphragm,  during  the  vio- 
lent throes  of  parturition,  in  many  ways  exert 
their  force  and  adlion.  Nor  does  Leake  differ 
from  Huline  refpe6ting  the  proximate  caufe ; 
fmce,  as  I have  already  faid,  he  has  difcovered 
nearly  the  fame  vitiated  conditions  in  the  bodies 
of  puerperal  women.  But,  as  White 
has  very  judicioufly  obferved,  (be- 
fides  what  we  have  adduced  againfl;  this  opi- 
nion already  in  par.  469.),  were  this  the 
cafe,  it  would  likewife  follow,  that  during  gefta- 
tion  the  omentum  and  intelUnes  would  be 
much  more  liable  to  fuch  inflammation,  and 
that  pregnant  women  would  be  more  fubjed  to 
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this  fever  than  puerperal  women,  when  the  ute- 
rus having  become  empty  no  longer  occalions 
the  preffure  in  queftioii,  and  allows  of  the  free 
paffage  of  the  blood  through  the  neighbouring 
yifcera  : or  women,  who  have  been  brought  to 
bed  for  the  firft  time,  would  be  much  more  fubjed 
to  the  complaint  than  thofe  who  have  frequently  . 
borne  children ; though  the  oppofite  of  this  is  pro-  ' 
ved  by  experience  to  happen.  Nor,  even  allow-  ' 
ing  the  truth  of  Hulme’s  pathology,  does  it  fuffi-  4; 
ciently  explain,  why  that  fever  occurs  more  ffe-  | 
quently,  and  with  greater  fatality,  in  lying-in  | 
bofpitals,  and  crowded  cities,  than  in  private  fa-  ^ 
milies,  or  in  country  diftridis  : as  nobody  is  igno- 
rant, that  inflammatory  diforders  more  frequent- 
ly  attack  women  and  others  refiding  in  the  ; 
country,  accuftomed  to  a hardy  kind  of  life 
and  violent  exercife,  than  fuch  as  refidc  in 
great  cities  in  cafe  and  indolence  *.  LafUy,  if 
this  fever  arofe  from  inflammation  of  the  omen-  ; 
turn  and  inteflines,  why  is  bleeding,  which  in  | 
inflammation  is  the  chief  and  almofl:  only  remedy,  1 
if  not  rcje«^^cd,  hardly  allowed  by  Hulme  to  be  ad-  1 
miflTible  in  it  ? Why  do  others  confider  it  as  un- 
neceffary,  or  even  detrimental  ? How  comes  it  . 
that  the  puerperal  women  in  the  hofpital,  whofe 
breafts  Leake  obferved  to  be  ulcerated,  had  a 
much  milder  and  lefs  dangerous  fever,  in  fo  much 
that  none  of  them  had  any  loofenefs,  or  was  car- 
ried off  by  the  violence  of  the  difeafe  ? Why  did 
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tthe  omentum,  on  diflealon,  fometimes  appear 
luninjured,  as  Leake  hiinfelf  candidly  confelTed, 
ithough  that  feemed  to  militate  againft  his  own 
opinion  ? 

* L.  c.  in  pojlfcript, 

\ 489.  As  I have  already  (469.  to  472.)  fuffi- 

tclently  explained  the  ideas  of  White  and  others, 

« concerning  the  proximate  caufe^and  true  nature 
of  the  difeafe,  I fhall  not  here  tire 

Remote  caules. 

■ my  readers  with  a repetition  of  thefe 
• obfervations.  I muft  obferve,  however,  that  every 
'body,  according  to  the  opinion  he  holds,  enume- 

I rates  thofe  remote  caufes  which  he  thinks  beft  an- 

! 

j fwer  his  own  purpofe.  Thus  Hulme,  if  I mif- 
1‘take  him  not,  blames  violent  labours  endured  in 
i the  time  of  parturition,  as  being  apt  to  occafion 

I I the  inflammatory  diathefis  : while,  on  the  other 
‘ hand,  White  enumerates  all  thofe  caufes  which 
I promote  alkalefcence,  or  putrefadion  of  the 
i fluids  ; fuch  as  impure  air,  animal  food,  warm 
5*  drink,  everything  of  a heating  nature,  conftant 
I lying  in  bed,  too  many  bed-cloaths,  a narrow, 
'i  clofe,  and  warm  apartment,  promoting  of  the 

fweat,  and  efpecially  the  imprudent  ufe  of  vinous 
liquors  and  aromatics,  to  remove  the  cold  or 
Ihivering.  For,  it  is  well  known,  that  by  means  of 
thefe  things  the  motion  and  heat  of  the ‘blood  are 
increafed,  fweatingis  occafioncd,  and  putrefadion 
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excited,  in  ■which  he  thinks  confifts  the  intimate 
nature  of  this  fever.  And  he  fuppofes  that  thefe 
caufes  become  wmrfe  and  more  deftrudlive,  if,  in 
addition  to  them,  the  placenta  has  been  extradted  : 
with  violence ; if  the  uterus,  in  confequence  of 
being  haraffed  by  too  early  labour-pains,  or  by 
the  premature  introduction  of  the  hand  into  its 
orifice.  Or  by  a difficult  deliver)^,  becomes  infla- 
med ; if  the  lochia  are  accumulated,  checked, 
and  putrefy,  and  other  caufes  combine  to  promote 
the  putrefaction. 


> 490*  how^ever  much  the  above-mentioned 

writers  differ  concerning  thefe  matters,  they  una- 


they  affent  to  the  obfervation  of  Rivenus,  as  cori-j 
firmed  by  experience,  that  the  prognofis  in  this  | 
fever  differs  not  from  that  of  other  acute  fevers,  j 
except  that  this  one,  on  account  of  the  greater  de-  ^ 
bility  after  deUver)^  and  occafional  fuppreffion  of  , 
the  lochia,  and  other  complaints  of  lymg-in  wo- 
men, is  much  more  acute  and  dan- 
Wh.n  it  is  moft  the  fooncr  after  birth  it  at- 

tacks  the  patient  * It  is,  therefore, 
generally  extremely  dangerous.  But  if  at  firft  a 


THE  PROGNOSIS. 


It  docs  not  differ  . 
from  that  of  o-  m 
ther  fevers. 


nimeufly  agree  with  the  ancients  y 
in  pronouncing  it  to  be  a very  fe-  j 
vere  and  dangerous  complaint.  For 
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proper  regimen  be  employed,  if  the  lochia  flow 
properly,  or  be  quickly  reftored,  and  a proper 
plan  of  cure  have  been  employed,  it  fometimes  ter- 
minates favourably  f.  On  the  other  hand,  if  the 
fever  has  advanced  flir,  and  has  been  negleded 
from  tlie  firft,  death  is  to  be  feared,  and  the 
I more  certainly  if  the  patient,  while  flie  glows 
i with  heat  all  over  the  body,  is  frequently  afieded 
j with  rigors 

! * Hulmc,  1.  c.  Le  Roy,  1.  c.  f Willis,  1.  c.  Id.  ib. 

I 

j 

491.  A fatal  termination  is  foretold,  particu- 
I larly  by  fevere  pain  in  the  belly  ; 

I ^ ^ Fatal  fytnptoms. 

j flatulency  ; dyfpnoea  ; watching  ; 

\ dry,  rough,  and  variegated  tongue ; a livid 
: colour  of  the  cheeks  ; crudenefs  of  the  urine  ; 

■ green  or  black  vomiting  ; and  very  quick,  low, 
and  fcarcely  perceptible  pulfc ; involuntary 
^ {tools ; vifeid  cold  fweats,  particularly  about  the 
i extremities  To  thefe  fatal  fymptoms  Willis 
i adds,  reftleflhefs,  fudden  ihocks,  or  fubfultus 
j tendinum,  tinnitus  aurium  fupervening  on  the 
[ third  day,  an  indefcribable  fulnefs  the  patient 
complains  of  feeling  in  the  head,  oppreffion  at 
the  prascordia,  weight  of  the  breaft,  impeded, 
fliort,  flow,  frequent  refpiration,  accompanied 
with  fighing,  orthopnoca,  and  anxiety  ; and  he 
fays,  that  if  worfe  affedions  of  the  head  and  ner- 
vous fyftem  take  place,  accompanied  w'ith  a weak 
irregular  pulfe,  that  all  is  over  with  the  patient. 


25^  OT  remittent  fevers. 

Among  the  unfavourable  fymptoms  we  arc  told 
by  De  Meza  ■f,  that  in  tlie  courfe  of  the  complaint 
the  mouth  and  teeth  become  foul,  dyfphagia 
occurs,  the  miliary  eruption  and  petechia:  break 
out,  though  not  critically,  dcjedUon  and  anxie- 
ty, alienation  of  mind,  and  convulfive  fpafins 
take  place. 

* Hulme,  f L.  c.  c.  24.  § 255. 

492.  We  may  draw  a favourable  omen  from 
the  patient’s  turning  eafily  on  both  fides;  from  her 

lying  in  a tranquil  pofture  ; from  the 
F,™„ble  rymp-  ; 

from  univerfal  fweats  fucceeding  to 
flownefs  of  the  pulfe  ; from  a moderate  and  con- 
ftant  flow  of  the  lochia  ; from  the  urine  being  tur- 
bid, and  depofiting  a yellow,  or  flightly  red  fedi- 
ment.  But  the  pulfe  claims  particular  attention.  If, 
from  being  very  quick,  that  is,  128  or  130  in  the 
minute,  it  gradually  becomes  flower  and  more  mo- 
derate, we  conclude  very  favourably  ; on  the 
other  hand,  if  it  proceeds  to  be  equally  ftrong, 
frequent,  and  changeable,  it  indicates  great  dan- 
ger. Nay,  though  the  other  fymptoms  appear 
to  have  ceafed,  if  the  pulfe  ftill  continues  vepr 
frequent  and  quick,  without  a proportional  remif- 
fion  of  the  fever,  we  miift  not  truft  to  fuch  an  ap- 
pearance ; for  generally  in  a fhort  time  all  the 
fymptoms  fuffer  an  aggravation  But  it  the 
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jflow  of  the  lochia,  which  had  flopped,  returns, 
tor  a diarrhoea  affording  relief  comes  on,  it  occa- 
ijfionally  gives  fome  hope  f.  But  in  order  to  be 
Ijfalutary  and  afford  relief,  it  ought  to  render  the 
hpulfe  flower  : other  wife  it  is  noxious,  dangerous, 
uand  fymptomatic  Generally  the  fever  which 
j. appears  early,  namely,  on  the  fecond,  third,  or 
jl  fourth  day,  is  fatal,  as  Riverius  remarks.  On 
the  other  hand,  that  which  after  the  feventh  or 
ninth  day  fucceeds  to  diminution  of  the'  lochia, 
for  the  mofl  part  proves  ferviceable.  It  is  alfo  a 
favourable  fymptom  when  the  excruciating  pain 
of  the  belly  is  mitigated,  a detumefcence  and  fof- 
tening  of  the  abdomen  takes  place,  warm  fweats 
flow  univerfally  and  equally,  the  refpiration  be- 
comes freer,  the  fubfultus  tendinum  is  allayed, 
and  when  the  reafon  returns,  and  the  patient 
bears  the  complaint  more  tranquilly. 

* Hulme,  1.  c.  f Willis,  1.  c.  :J;  Hulme,  ibid. 

THE  CURE. 

493.  Since  various  opinions  concerning  the  na- 
Uire  and  caufes  of  puerperal  fever  are  entertained 
by  modern  writers,  as  has  already  been  fhewn ; 
in  the  fame  manner  they  are  not  agreed  as  to  the 
plan  of  treatment  to  be  adopted.  In  particular. 
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there  is  no  fraall  conteft  among  authors  about  the 
propriety  of  lettirfg  blood.  Leake, 
eding.  afcribed  this  fever  to  inflamma- 

tion  of  the  omentum  and  inteftines,  advifes  it  to 
be  treated  as  an  inflammatory  fever,  concluding  # 
that  the  fymptoms,  if  any  of  a putrid  kind  may  E 
have  fupervened,  proceed  from  abforption  of  pus*  S 
Wherefore,  he  recommends  commencing  the  « 
cure  wnth  copious  bleedings,  having  a view^,  how-  A 
ever,  to  the  flate  of  the  pulfe  and  patient  s habit  m 
of  body.  White,  again,  to  whom  the  fever  ap-  fl 
pears  to  be  intircly  of  a putrid  nature,  refrains  9 
from  bleeding  wnth  the  utmoft  caution.  Hulme,  fl 
however,  fleers  a middle  courfe,  thinking  that  no  9 
invariable  rule  ean  be  adopted.  For  although,  9 
along  with  Leake,  he  derives  it  from  inflamma-  9 
tion  of  the  omentum  and  inteflines,  he  does  not  M 
confider  bleeding  as  being  always  neceffary  or  9 
proper.  He,  therefore,  takes  great  pains  to  in-  9 
culcate  the  eonfideration  of  the  fymptoms,  and,  M 
according  to  their  variety,  as  in  other  difeafes,  he  » 
thinks  it  is  proper  alfo  in  this  to  deliberate  with  11 
care  about  having  recourfe  to  the  lancet.  Hence  || 
he  looks  to  the  degree  of  the  fever  and  pain,  the 
ftage  of  the  complaint,  the  flow  of  blood  prece- 
ding delivery,  or  fucceeding  it,  and  other  circum- 
flanccs  of  a fimilar  nature.  But  he  does  not  find 
fault  with  bleeding  when  the  pulfe  is  full,  llrong, 
iind  vibrating,  or  when  very  fevere  and  lancina- 
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iting  paiijs  of  the  belly,  epigaftric  region,  and 
dides,  feem  to  require  it.  He  rcGominends  it, 
ihowever,  only  at  firft,  and  to  a Imall  extent. 
Terhaps  he  had  been  taught  by  experience,  that 
Ibleeding  was  not  very  falutary  in  the  cafe  of  puer- 
iperal  women  in  lying-in  hofpitals,  or  during  the 
i] prevalence  of  certain  malignant  diforders. 

I 494.  To  moft  people,  however, 
lit  appears  that  the  colluvies  in  the  rurg>ng- 
iprimsE  vise  holds  out  the  firft  indi- 
. cation  ; and  they  therefore  almoft  unanimoully 
; agree  that  it  ought  to  be  withdrawn  with  all 
dilpatch,  beginning  with  gently-relaxing  injec- 
itions.  If  they  are  not  fufficiently  efficacious 
i in  drawing  it  off,  they  have  next  recourfe  to  mild 
• cathartics,  particularly  the  fal  catharticus  amarus, 
largely  diluted  with  water,  to  the  oil  of  the  feeds 
i of  the  Ricinus  i^mericanus  *,  tartar  emetic,  or 
.antimonial  wine,  prepared  from  the  crocus  anti- 
monii  or  of  metals,  and  Spaniffi  wine.  After 
cleanfing  the  primal  vise,  and  thus  allaying  the 
pains  in  the  abdomen,  they  turn  their  attention 
to  promoting  the  fweat ; and  this  they  attempt  by 
means  of  medicines  which  neither  prove  heating 
nor  aftringent.  On  that  account  they  prefer 
fmall,  repeated  dofes  of  ipecacuanha,  or  tartar- 
emetic,  or  antimonial  wine  "f,  with  the  addition 
of  a little  opium,  that  they  may  not  ftimulate  the 
iriteftiiies  to  too  great  action,  and  may  promote 
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the  diaphorefis  the  more.  White  highly  approves 
of  the  fp.  Mindereri,  which  is  extremely  well  a- 
d^pted  to  this  indication.  If  vomiting  is  excited, 
they  endeavour  to  promote  it  gently  by  copious 
draughts  of  a lukewarm  infufion  of  chamomile 
flowers.  Among  thefe  they  occafionally  inter- 
pofe  the  fal'tnc  mixture  of  Riverius;f, 


^tur^  oT^vc-  as  being  antiphlogiftic  and  diuretic, 


rius. 


or,  according  to  others,  as  being 
extremely  well  adapted  to  incide  and  correct  the 
vifeid  bile,  and  proving  antifeptic.  But  moft 
phyficians  of  the  prefent  time  recommend  the 
drinking  of  this  mixture  in  the  a£l  of  effervefcence, 
that  a quantity  of  fixed  air,  which  is  very  anti- 
feptic, may  not  efcape.  When  taken  in  this 
way,  it  is  alfo  capable  of  checking  the  vomiting 
itfelf,  when  it  is  obftinate  : hence  it  is  alfo,  and 
not  undefcr\'^edly,  named  antiemetic,  Befides, 
they  recommend  bland,  diluent,  and 
refrigerant  drink  1|  ; and  caution  the 
patients  againft  thofc  bandages  with  which  they 
generally  bind  the  belly  ; recommend  fuckling ; 
lying  in  a roomy,  temperate  apartment ; change 
of  air,  taking  care,  however,  to  avoid  hidden 
expofure  to  the  cold  air  ; the  utmoft  attention  to 
cleanlinefs  ; frequently  to  fit  up,  and  get  as  foon 
out  of  bed  as  poUible,  that  the  lochia  may  defeend 
the  more  readily,  and  not  become  putrid  by  flag- 
nation. 


The  diet. 


•1 


•1 
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* Leake  employs  this  oil  in  the  following  manner  : « olei 
{Ricini  vitello  ovi  fubacti  unciam  unam,  magnefise  albse  drach- 
mas duas,  Mann.  Calabrin.  drachmas  tres,  aquse  hyflbpi  un- 
c:ias  odlo.  M.  dentur  omni  bihorio,  aut  trihorio  duo  vcl  tria 
ccochlearia.”  Inftead  of  this  oil,  I think  we  may  derive  equal 
Advantage  from  oil  of  fweet  almonds,  exprefled  without  the 
aaid  of  fire,  or  frefll  lintfeed  oil,  or  the  beft  oil  of  olives. 

f Leake,  with  that  view,  ufes  the  following  formula  ; “ 
ttartari  emetici  granum  unum  cum  dimidio,  magnefix  albae 
ddrachmam  unam.  M.  f.  pulvis  dividendus  in  fex  partes  xqua- 
Mes  ; quarum  una  detur  quovishorae  quadrante  ex  julapio,  quod 
Hiabet  aqux  cinnamomi  fimpllcis,  menthx,  vcl  aqux  communis, 
aana  uncias  quatuor,  fyrupi  croci  drachmas  tres.”  But  if  the 
ttartar-emetic,  though  in  fuch  fmall  quantity,  proves  too  irrita- 
tting,  and  produces  too  much  loofenefs,  he  adds  to  the  julap 
ffive  drops  of  laudanum,  recommending  at  the  fame  time  a co- 
jpious  draught,  to  keep  up  a due  flow  of  the  fweat  occafioned 
Iby  the  tartar-emetic.  For  Information  on  the  various  ufes  of 
tcmetics  in  fevcral  difeafes,  it  will  be  of  advantage  to  confult 
:an  eflTay  entitled,  Diflertatio  inauguralis  medica  de  eximio 
iipecacuanhx,  necnon  aliorum  quorundam  emeticorum  refrafla 
<dofi  exhibitorum  ufu,  quam  in  Academia  Goettingenfi  defen- 
«dit,  an,  1779.  Carolus  Arnoldus  Meyer  Hannoveranus.” 

J The  faline  mixture  of  Riverius  confifts  of  the  fixed  alka- 
I line- fait  of  abfinthium,  faturated  with  citron  or  lemon  juice, 
and  diluted  with  fome  water.  To  render  it  more  bland  and 
corrcfHng,  Leake  adds  to  it  fpermaceti  and  gum-arabic. 
After  vomiting,  he  ufes  it  to  corre£l  and  gently  draw  off  the 
thick  and  vifeid  bile,  which  he  had  difeovered,  on  diflec- 
tion, in  the  gall-bladder. 

II  White  recommends  fome  infufion  in  the  form  of  tea,  or 
thin  barley,  or  oaten  gruel,  or  a decoition  of  tamarinds  or 
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pe£l:oral  herbs,  or  whey,  or  fome  fimilar  drink,  but  fcarcely 
lukewarm,  nay  fometimes  even  cold. 

495.  Such  is  the  general  treatment  of  the 
fimple  difeale.  But  if  the  fymptoms,  with  which  ..  . 

it  is  combined,  are  very  diftrefling, 
they  treat  them  ahb  in  a particular  f 
manner.  Frequently  diarrhoea,  as  g 
we  have  already  noticed,  occurs  in  this  fever,  g 
Hulme  confiders  it  as  falutary,  and  therefore  not  g 
to  be  checked.  Nay,  if,  after  having  drunk  co-  . 
pioufly  of  diluent  drinks,  the  inteftines  do  not  , 
feein  to  be  fufficiently  cleanfed,  he  attempts,  as 
has  already  been  (hewn,  to  draw  off  the  fordes 
by  means  of  emetics  and  cathartics ; in  which  re- 
fpe£t  Leake  does  not  difagree  with  him,  as  he 
approves  of  them  alfo,  when  there  is  a fuperabun-  ^ 
dance  of  bile,  or  it  has  become  corrupted.  But 
he  judicioufly  remarks,  that,  as  the  irritability  and  ^ 
fenfibility  of  the  ftomach  and  inteftines  are  in- 
creafed  by  employing  them,  thefe  parts  already  8 
irritated  are  too  much  harafted  ; that  the  difor-  j 
ders  and  fpafms  are  increafed ; and  the  evacua-  1 
tions  rendered  exceflive.  On  which  account,  if  ; 
the  loofenefs  exceed  bounds,  he  advifes  the  ufe 
of  demulcent  clyfters,  and  gently  diaphoretic  me- 
dicines. But  if,  in  confequence  of  thefe  evacua- 
tions, the  ftrength  is  reduced,  he  does  not  hefitate 
to  apply  to  opiates  and  aftringents  to  allay  the 
diarrhoea  fpeedily.  White  alfo,  if  the  inteftines 
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3 1 do  not  feem  fufficiently  purged,  and  the  diarrhoea 
iis  therefore  protraded,  advifes  us  to  perfift  long  in 
Mthe  ufe  of  the  neutral  falts,  or  to  add  to  thefe  for 
■teach  dofe  half  a drachm  of  the  powder  of  Colombo 
' root.  He  likewife  recommends  fmall  dofes  of 
i rhubarb  given  at  proper  intervals.  But  if  there  be 
: no  fymptoms  of  irritation,  and  the  prefence  of 
i I delirium  do  not  contra-indicate  it,  we  may  fafely 
i.  and  advantageoufly  have  recourfe  to  opiates,  efpe- 
cially  if  we  add  to  them  fome  ipecacuanha.  Leake, 
however,  when  he  is  afraid  of  a putrid  colliquation 
• of  the  humours,  which,  on  fuppuration  taking 
place  in  the  vifeera,  he  fuppofes  to  be  fuperadded 
to  the  other  complaints  in  confequence  of  abforp- 
tion  of  pus,  whatever  be  its  caufes,  we  muft  with- 
out delay  oppofe  it  by  antifeptics,  and  particularly 
by  the  moft  powerful  of  all,  the  Peruvian  bark. 

496.  Not  unfrequently  the  prefence  of  peri- 
pneumony  is  Aifpeded,  In  that 
cafe  fome,  with  Hulme,  propofe  mony  ?/fufpedt- 
ihe  application  of  cantharides.  But,  prefem. 

as  their  efficacy  feems  doubtful  in  fome  puerpe^ 
ral  women,  Leake  prefers  fubftitu- 
ting  in  their  Head  ftnapifms.  But  if 
the  pulfe  be  languid,  and  the  putrid  diathefis  of  the 
fluids  approach  nearer,  he  does  not 
think  that  the  ufe  of  cordial  reme- 
dies is  tobeneglefled.  White  has  obfervedthe  pleu- 
ritic pain,  or  any  other  affedting  the  breaft, often  rc- 
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lieved  by  half  a drachm  of  the  powder  of  the  po- 
lygala Virginiana,  or  Seneka,  taken  three  or  four 
times  a-day.  They  employ  for  the 
^^'"beUy.  pains  in  the  belly,  arifing  from  flatu-  ; ’ 
lencyand{pafms,injedions,andfomc 
mixture  containing  a portion  of  alfafoetida  and  o- 
pium  in  its  compofition.  But  if  they  are  not  relie- 
ved  by  the  plan  propofed,  they  apply  fomentations  ;| 
and  cataplafms  to  the  belly,  nay,  even  a large  plai-  | 
fterof  cantharides.  Asthefuppreffion  i 

The  lochia.  r r ^ 

of  the  lochia  ufually  fupervenes  on  ^ 
the  fever,  they  confider  it  as  the  effe<3; ; and,  in 
fa6t,  on  the  fever  ccafing,  they  flow  again.  But 
it  has  already  been  {hewn,  that  not  unfrequently  * 
fuppreifion  of  the  lochia  is  likewife  the  caufe.  | 
But  among  the  fymptoms  which  occafion  much  ^ 
uneafinefs  from  the  beginning,  cold  , 
The  ihivcnrg.  ^ {hlvering  are  almoft  the  pecu- 
liar charaacriftics  of  this  fever,  {bmetimes  alib  ri-  ^ 
gor,  which  lafts  fome  hours.  According  to  Leake, 
nothing  is  better  calculated  for  difpeUing  this,  after  ^ 
bleeding  has  been  employed,  than  Sequent  drink-  | 
ing  of  warm  water,  and  applying  bladders  half 
lilled  with  it  to  the  arm-pits  and  foies  of  the  feet. 

It  occafionally  happens,  that  the  ^omiting  and 
naufea  cannot  be  allayed  by  the  repeated  exhibi- 
tion cither  of  emetics  or  other  remedies.  It  may 
then  be  rcafonably  fufpeaed,  that  acrimony  and 
corruption  of  the  bile  are  fliU  the  caufe  of  the 
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, continuance  of  thefe  fymptoms.  In  which  cafe 
; it  is  proper,  three  or  four  times  a-day,  to  give  a 
! fcruple,  or  half  a drachm,  of  Colombo  root,  or  its 
I extrad,  or  a few  fpopnfuls  of  an  infufion  of 
I it,  to  corredt  the  depraved  bile.  But  if  irrita- 
: tion  alone  occafion  the  vomiting,  it  is  faid 
I that  nothing  is  preferable  to  paregorics.  When 
the  complaint  is  at  length  drawing 

' • 4.  1 The  treatment  to- 

to  a termination,  they  not  only  pre-  the  end. 

fcribe  keeping  the  belly  open,  but 

that  an  infufion  of  chamomile,  with  elixir  of  vitriol, 

ihould  be  given  for  drink,  accompanying  it  with 

Peruvian  bark,  to  oppofe  the  putrefadtion  by 

their  antifeptic  power.  Next,  they  recommend 

the  moderate  ufe  of  exercife,  that  the  tone  of  the 

vifcera  may  be  gradually  reftored. 

497.  But  we  are  warned  by  White,  that  the 
fymptoms,  which  in  the  early  days 
of  the  complaint  indicate  the  inflam- 
matory  diathefis,  or  occafion  the  fuf- 
picion  of  inflammation  of  fome  of  the  vifcera, 
are  not  of  great  continuance,  and  fhortly  pafs 
into  thofe  which  clearly  fhew  a putrid  difpofition. 
He  is  therefore  with  much  difficulty  perfuaded 
to  admit  of  bleeding,  as  appears  from  the  hiflo- 
ries  of  the  patients  already  cited,  in  whom  he 
took  care  never  to  draw  blood,  but  confidercd  it 
as  being  more  eligible  gradually  to  dieck  the 
fever  and  its  fvmptoms  by  means  of  the  cooling 
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regimen,  acidulated  and  antifeptic  drink,  and  ve- 
getable diet.  Likewife  the  difeafe,  which  in  the 
year  1770  proved  extremely  hoftile  to  all  the 
puerperal  women  in  St  Mark’s  hofpital  at  Vienna, 
(468.),  was  taken  at  lirft  to  be  of  an  inflamma- 
tory kind,  and  was  therefore  unfuccfsfuUy  oppo- 
fed  by  bleeding.  But  in  its  nature  it  was  putrid, 
and  the  inflammations  arifing  from 

Bleeding  injurious  . . , . 

to  putrid  inflam-  It  Very  quickly  terminated  m gan- 

motion*  t ^ Y • fz  . * 

grene.  However,  as  mnammations 
of  this  kind  are  malignant  and  putrid,  they  by  no 
means  admit  of  bleeding  being  employed.  On 
narrower  examination  of  the  difeafe,  therefore, 
bleeding  began  to  be  omitted  by  the  advice  of 
Stbrek,  and  camphor,  to  a confiderable  extent,  was 
fubftituted  in  its  room,  together  with  Peruvian 
bark  ; and  it  was  alfo  employed  in  glyfters  to  the 
extent  of  a drachm  in  each,  beat  up  with  two 
drachms  of  gum-arabic,  and  dilTolved  in  eight 
ounces  of  water.  By  this  mode  of  oppofmg  the 
putrefa<flive  difpofition  of  the  difeafe,  more  than 
forty  are  faid  to  have  been  preferved. 

498.  If  all  the  remarks  on  the  puerperal  fever 
of  the  moderns  be  duly  weighed ; 

The  concluOon.  . i • i • j 

if  we  attend  to  the  thick,  putrid 
bile,  which  Leake  dilcovered  in  the  gall-bladder, 
to  the  bilious,  green  vomiting,  to  the  naufea, 
gripes,  and  flatulency  ot  the  belly,  and  to  the 
diarrhoea  and  tenefmus,  which  are  the  fymp:  'ms 
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tharaderiring  the  puerperal  difeafe  ; if,  at  the 
fame  time,  we  confider  the  remedies  by  which 
the  patients  are  reftored  to  good  health,  namely, 
emetics,  cathartics,  correctors  of  the  bile,  acef- 
cent  and  antifeptic  remedies  of  all  kinds  ; we  fhall 
be  forced  to  acknowledge,  that  this  fever  is  not  a 
new  and  diftinCt  genus  of  fever,  to  be  treated  of 
by  itfelf,  but  that  it  ought  to  be  confidered  as  a 
particular  fpecies  of  acute  gajlric  fe~ 

■,  r r ..  ^ • j It  is  a malijrnant 

ver^  more  or  Ids  malignant,  putrid,  gattric  fever, 
and  complicated ; and  that  it  re^ 
quires  the  fame  method  of  treatment  as  other  ga- 
ftric  fevers,  efpecially  malignant  putrid  ones,  of 
which  we  have  already  fjpoken  (373.).  That  this 
is  the  cafe,  the  obfervations  of  Doulcet,  the  truth 
of  which  has  never  been  called  in  queftion,  have 
lately  afforded  an  invincible  proof 

* In  the  year  1782,  when  puerperal  fevers  attacked  feveral 
women  in  the  Hotel-Dieu,  and  quickly  proved  fatal,  as  often 
happens  there,  (perhaps  on  account  of  the  air  being  contaminated 
with  the  noxious  effluvia  proceeding  from  the  patients  bodies, 
which  frequently  happens  in  hofpitals),  and  no  method  could  be 
devifed  to  avert  its  deftruftive  effe£ts,  Doulcet  at  length  difeo- 
vered  a plan  of  treatment,  by  which  it  is  faid  that  all  the  pa- 
tients were  afterwards  faved.  At  the  firft  invafion  of  the  com- 
plaint, he  gave  five  grains  of  ipecacuanha,  divided  into  two 
dofes,  to  be  taken  at  the  interval  of  an  hour  and  a half.  He 
repeated  the  medicine  cxaftly  in  the  fame  manner  next  day, 
whether  the  fymptoms  were  mitigated  or  not.  He  returned  on 
the  third,  and  even  occafionally  on  the  fourth  day,  to  the  fame 
medicine.  During  the  intervals  he  gave  them  a mixture,  by 
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fpoonfuls,  coiiUfting  of  two  ounces  of  oil  of  fweet  almonds,  one  , 
of  fyrup  of  althaea,  and  two  grains  of  kermes  mineral.  For  , 
drink  he  gave  plentifully  of  the  dccoffion  of  lintfeed,  or  viper- 
grals,  fweetened  with  the  fyrup  of  althaea.  About  the  feventh 
or  eighth  day  he  gave  a cathartic,  and  repeated  it  afterwards 
three  or  four  times,  as  there  was  occafion.  Vid.  Journ.  de  Me- 
ilec.  de  Paris,  t.  Iviii.  p.  448.  Which  plan  of  cure,  if  it  in  fadi 
proved  as  fuccefsful  as  the  French  fay  it  did,  in  no  cafe  feems 
more  eligible  than  in  that  of  the  acute  gaftric  fever,  whether 
proceeding  from  fordes  of  the  primte  via,  or  from  inhaling  and 
fwallowing  poifonous  miafmata.  For  the  whole  cure  is  directed 
to  the  quickly  and  powerfully  ejefting  of  whatever  noxious 
matter  lurks  in  the  ftomach  and  inteftines,  to  the  blunting  of 
•any  acrimony  prefent,  and  to  the  relaxing  of  the  fpafms,  as  ea- 
fily  appears  to  any  one  who  confiders  the  matter.  Nor  are 
we  prevented  from  employing  it,  by  the  opinions  which  the 
author  has  formed  concerning  the  retention  of  the  laddeal  fluid, 
and  its  infufion  into  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen  under  tlie  form 
of  curds  and  ferum,  as  he  imagines,  as  well  as  concerning  the 
peculiar  power  he  fuppofes  ipecacuanha  to  poflefs,  of  ftrengtli- 
ening  die  lymphatic  vcflTels,  to  fupport  the  hypothefis  he  had 
preconceived.  For  elTufions  like  thefe  were  found  by  Lind 
in  the  abdomen  of  thofe  who  have  died  of  loofenefs,  or  of  the 
yellow  fever,  or  any  other  malignant  and  contagious  one.  But 
thefe  were  obferved  in  men,  not  in  women.  See  a letter  of 
mine  to  Curtius,  chief  phyfician  to  the  King  of  Poland,  to  be 
found  in  vol.  vii.  degli  avvift  fopra  la  falnte  umana,  p.  488. 

499.  But  puerperal  women  do  not  labour  un- 
der this  fever  alone.  I have  already  (472.  et  feq.  ) 
{hewn  that  they  fall  into  fever  from 
inflammation  of  the  uterus,  fome- 
times  from  fuppreflion  of  the  lochia, 
fomctlmes  from  aberration  and  metaftafis  of  the 
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imilk,  fometimes  from  a bilious  or  vitiated  ftate 
the  fluids,  fometimes  from  the  air  being  in- 
fc'edted  with  putrid  miafmata,  fometimes  from 
Checked  perfpiration,  fometimes  from  the  fecun- 
iiince  being  retained  and  putrefying  in  the  uterus, 
fcbmetimes  from  dyfpepfy,  and  fometimes  from 
Jceveral  of  thefe  caufes  being  combined  ; and  that 
[Ihere  are  therefore  various  kinds  of  fevers  (481.) 
jwith  which  they  are  very  frequently  affe<fred. 
WVhoever,  then,  retains  in  remembrance  all  that 
[has  been  faid  concerning  the  milk-fever  of  puerpe- 
rral fiver  concerning  the  acute  gajiric  fever 

((373.),  and  concerning  the  continued  tertian  and 
icaufus  (419.)  ; will  likewife  know 
Iby  what  figns  it  appears,  when  puer- 
[peral  women  are  ill  from  one  caufe, 

\when  from  another,  when  they  labour  under  one 
ikind  of  fever,  and  when  under  another,  and  the 
Iproper  mode  of  treatment  to  be  adopted  in  each. 
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THE 

CONTINUED  QUARTAN,  OR  TETAR- 
• TOPHYA. 

. ^ 

50a  This  name  is  applied  to  that  kind  of  re-  J 
mittent  fevers,  in  which  acceflions  in  all  refpedts  i 
fimilar  to  each  other  occur  every 

“frLihct'ter-  ^urth  day  only,  no  apyrexia  fuc-  | 
mjttirig  quai-  ceeding  during  the  intermediate  I 

days.  It  differs  from  the  intermit-  | 
ting  quartans  in  this,  that  it  is  aggravated  without  | 
cold,  fhivering,  or  rigor,  and  remits  without  j 
fweat,  and  never  arrives  at  an  actual  ceflation  j 
from  fever.  It  is  a fever  of  fuch  rare  occur-  ; 
rence,  that  Joel,  a phyfician  of  feventy  years  ^ 
of  age,  never  happened  to  fee  it  It  is  gene-  , 
rally  of  long  continuance,  and  dangerous  ; nay, 
according  to  Sauvages  f,  it  frequently  termi- 
nates in  death.  Sometimes  it  derives  its  origin 
from  the  intermitting  quartan.  But  it  feems  to 
proceed  from  the  fame  caufes  as  thofe  which  give 
rife  to  other  continued  remittents.  And  I have 
no  doubt  that  it  is  fubjedfed  to  the  fame  varieties. 

* Cullen.  Gen.  tnorb.  ord.  i.  Febr.  feft.  i.  gen.  2.  Note  on 
the  continued  quartan,  in  which  the  works  of  Joel  arc  quoted. 

f Nofol.  cl.  2.  ord.  2.  gen.  viii. 
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Um  TETARTOPHYA  SIMPLEX  OF  SAUVACES  * 

501.  Sauvages  names  that  fever  fimple  contl- 
aiued  quartan,  in  -which  no  fymp-  , , . . 

* ’ , Its  defcnption. 

|coms  of  an  affedion  of  any  particu- 
fjar  vifcus  appear.  “ In  it,”  fays  he,  “ the  heat  is 
ddull,  but  acrid,  the  pulfe  is  fmall  and  flow  at  the  be- 
^nning  of  the  paroxyfm,  next  fuller  and  quicker 
(than  in  the  intermitting  fpecies,  a frequent  expec- 
toration occurs,  the  temperament  of  the  patient 
iis  melancholic.  Unlefs  it  occur  in  the  fummer 
ttime,  it  is  of  fix  months  continuance.  The  pa- 
rroxyfms  are  typical,  without  cold  and  fweat ; it 
Us  cured  by  apeijents,  inciding  and  antifcorbutic 
|rremedies,  premifmg  the  ufual  preparatory  fteps 
irnamely,  bleeding,  vomiting,  or  purging,  accord- 
^ing  as  plethora,  the  inflammatory  diathefis,  or 
Ibad  chyle  in  the  prima:  via^  may  require.  But  in 
[tthe  treatment  of  this  fever  allb, 
tmany  of  the  remedies  already  re- 
j(  commended  in  various  places,  as  circumflances 
I vary,  may  have  a place  here:  particularly  what 
'we  faid  when  fpeaking  of  the  general  treatment 
1 of  fevers,  or  the  particular  treatment  of  intermit- 
^ tents,  may  be  here  kept  in  view. 

•502.  But  befides  the  Jimple  tetartophya^  Sau- 
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vages  mentions  a good  many  other  fpecies,  which 
. . ought  to  have  been  kept  intirely 

Certamlpccies  of  , ^ ‘ 

■ Sauvages  fct  a-  apartj  as  having  no  kind  of  refem- 
blance  to  it.  For,  in  the  firft  place, 
the  tetartophya  fplenalgica* ^ of  which  Fernelius  is 
faid  to  have  died,  w^as  not  a continued  quartan^  as 
he  erroneoufly  fuppofed,  but  fimply  an  acute 
continued  tever,  and,  if  I miftake  not,  fymtoma- 
tic,  as  being  the  concomitant  of  fuppuration  of  the 
ipleen,  and  carried  him  off  upon  the  eighteenth 
day.  Fernelius’s  fpleen  had  been  fwelled  for 
many  years,  and  perhaps  after  an  intermitting 
quartan  under  which  he  had  laboured  ; but  the 
difeafe,  of  which  he  at  length  died,  was  neither 
an  intermitting  nor  continued  quartan,  as  we  are  in- 
formed by  Plantius,  in  the  life  of  Fernelius.  Nor 
does  the  tetartophya  carctica^  which  he  there  men- 
tions from  W erlhof  f , in  the  fourth  place,  belong 
to  this  genus  of  fever,  as  that  mentioned  by  Werl- 
hof  was  an  intermitting  fever,  and  generally  of 
the  tertian  type.  Under  the  fame  fpecies  Sauvages 
has  alfo  comprehended  thefever  recorded  by  Foreft, 
in  the  thirty-ninth  obfervation  of  the  third  book  ; 
but  the  quartan  there  defcribed  is  neither  of  the 
fpecies  called  carotica  nor  comatofa.  Nor  can  we 
refer  to  this  head  the  tetartophya  maligna  [j,  which 
he  adduces  from  hlarcollus  Donatus  §,  and 
Florll  fmce  It  appears  from  thefe  lame  au- 
thors that  it  was  an  intermitting,  not  a continued 
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fj[|uartan.  The  fever,  again,  which  he  mentions 
im  the  fifth  place,  namely,  the  tetartophya  femiter- 
itiaua,  or  bemitritaus  major  of  Schenck  **,  belongs 
rrather  to  the  febres  complicate  and  proportionate^ 
ithan  to  the  continued  quartans. 

I * Sp.  2.  f Sp.  4.  J Obferv.  de  fehr^  p.  17.  ||  Sp.  6. 

I)  L.  3.  c.  14.  & 1.  7.  c.  6.  ^ L.  I.  ob/erv.  xv,  **  Sp.  5. 

THE  TETARTOPHYA  S0P0R03A. 

503.  We  might  with  more  rcafon  confider  the 
iquartafia  continua  foporofa  of  Pifo  *,  as  a variety 
• of  the  tetartophya.  It  is  defcribed  as  follows  : 
Of  the  patients  labouring  under  quartan  fe- 
wer, I remember  of  a nobleman,  John  de  Reins, 
<of  Brenecourt,  three  winters  ago,  congratulating 
Ihimfelf  on  having  palTed  without  uneafmefs  the 
I time  of  the  rigor  and  exacerbation,  otherwife 
very  troublefome  and  fevere  ; for  he  lay  in  a pro- 
found fleep,  which  lafted  upwards  of  twelve 
hours  : but  I put  an  unfavourable  conftrudlion 
on  this  comatofe  affedlion,  thinking  that  it  por- 
tended that  the  fever  would  not  attain  a ftate  of 
apyrexia.  And  1 did  fo  with  reafon  ; for  about 
the  fifth  month  he  was  carried  off  in  one  of  thefe 
fleepy  fits.*’  To  this  defeription  he  fliortly  after 
fubjoins  another  fimilar  account  of  a comatofe  con- 
tinned  quartan,  wdiich  was  named  by  Sauvages  'f 
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tetartopbya  hepatalgica^  becaufe  it  was  combined 
with  inflammation  of  the  liver.  Its  hiftory  is  as 
follows  : “ Laftly,  I had  almoft  forgot  to  mention 
the  hiftory  of  a continued  quartan,  much  more 
remarkable  than  the  others.  It  took  place  in  the 
Prelident  Michael  Bouvet,  in  addition  to  an  in- 
flammation of  the  liver,  which  lafted  until  the 
change  of  the  year,  afid  carried  him  off  within 
four  months.  For  the  beginning  of  each  exacer- 
bation was  diftinguiftied  by  a very  fmall  and  flow 
pulfe,  infomuch  fo  that  it  was  fometimes  fcarcely 
perceptible  for  a few  hours,  accompanied  with 
very  deep  fleep,  interrupted  only  by  delirium,  and 
it  was  generally  of  more  than  fifteen  hours  con- 
tinuance Befides  thefe,  two  hiftories  of  a co- 
matofe  quartan  are  to  be  found  in  the  fame  au- 
thor ; but  I judge  it  better  to  pafs  them  over  in 
filence  ||, — as  it  does  not  appear  fufficiently  cer- 
tain whether  they  were  intermitting  or  continued 
fevers, — than  to  adduce  uncertainty  for  fad:. 

* SeleSi.  obferv.  conjil.  de pratervis.  haEienus^  &c.  obferv.  1 66. 
p.  492.  f L.  c.  fp.  3.  L.  c.  obferv.  169.  |I  Ob- 

ferv.  167.  168. 

/ 

504.  We  have  already  (501.)  ftiewn  what  the 
plan  of  cure  ought  to  be  in  the  fimple  continued 
quartan.  It  now  remains  to  fay 

The  core.  3 . 1 J 

fomething  of  the  treatment  adapted 
to  any  particular  fyraptom,  with  which  the  fever 
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imay  be  combined,  as  deep  fleep,  or  coma.  If  the 
Ifpatient’s  temparament,  age,  habit,  and  ftrength  ad- 
nnit  of  it,  blood  ought  fir  ft  to  be  let,  then  the  col- 
lluvies  of  the  prtma  via  ought  to  be  withdrawn 
Ihy  fome  melanagogue,  or,  if  the  patient  be  of  a 
ccachetic  and  phlegmatic  habit,  by  means  of  fome 
rmild  and  corredling  hydrogogue.  Afterwards 
tthe  juices  of  frefti  herbs,  as  fuccory,  taraxacum, 
^agrimony,  fumitory,  nafturtium,  or  decodions, 
(or  infufions  of  them,  may  be  drunk,  occafionally 
iinterpofing  bland  cathartics,  and  not  omitting 
tblifters,  cupping-glafles,  fmapifms,  and  other 
rmodes  of  revulfion,  of  which  we  have  already 
imade  mention.  The  fleep  is  remarkably  dif- 
(cuffed  alfo  by  volatile  things,  as  both  Ample  fpi- 
irits  of  harfhorn,  and  that  which  is  fuccinated, 
;ttindure  of  caftor  oil,  and  the  fpirits  of  fal  amo- 
jiniac.  But  if  the  complaint  does  not  yield  to 
;tthefe  remedies,  the  fleep  ftill  continuing  to  come 
land  go  periodically,  it  muft  be  treated  in  the  fame 
1 manner  as  an  intermitting  fever,  that  is,  by 
imeans  of  the  Peruvian  bark,  the  efficacy  of  which 
lit  is  better  to  try,  than  to  commit  the  patient 
I merely  to  the  uncertain  efforts  of  nature. 
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PART  IV. 


CONCERNING 

THE  COMPOUND  CONTINUED  FEVERS, 

OR 

The  p ro p 0 rtionjt^. 


505*  An  the  general  divifion  of  fevers,  men- 
tion was  made  of  a fourth  diftindion  (62.), 
which  might  contain  the  compound  ones  j or,  as 
they  are  called  by  others,  proportionate.^  complex., 
or  complicated.  Having,  therefore,  finilhed  the 
enumeration  of  the  intermitting  fevers,  and  of  the 
continued  ones,  both  continent  and  remitting.^  this  is 
now  the  place  for  faying  fomething  concerning 
thofe  that  are  compounded.  But  I name  thofe  fe- 
vers compound,  which  arc  formed  by  the  union  of 
feveral  fevers  of  different  kinds.  The  combina- 
tion of  thefe,  again,  may  be  manifold ; but  I 
lall  confine  myfelf  to  the  principal  dillindions  : 
for  to  give  them  a particular  inveftigation,  would 
not  onlybe  tedious,biit  altogether  fuperfluous.  The 
VoL.  II.  S 
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firft  combination,  then,  is  when  different  intermit- 
ting fevers  are  blended  together,  as 
intermitting  quotidian  is 
combined  with  the  tertian,  quartan, 
quintan,  or  intermittents  of  other  t^pes  , or 
when  feveral  quotidians,  tertians,  or  quartans 
unite  together,  fo  as  to  become  double,  triple,  or 
quadruple,  as  we  have  already  fliewn  elfewhere, 
when  treating  exprefsly  of  intermixing  fevers. 
Another  combination  occurs,  when  intermitting 
fevers,  of  whatever  kind  they  be,  are  combined 
with  continued  fevers,  whether  continent  or 
remittent  f-  Tlie  third  combination  is  formed 
by  uniformly  continued,  or  continent  fevers,  con- 
joined with  remitting  ones;,  as  when  an  ephe- 
mera, or  fimple  or  putrid  fynochus,  or  any 
other  of  the  continent  fevers  J,  is  united  with  a 
quotidian,  or  terdan,  or  continued  quotidian. 
And  under  thefe  heads  leem  to  rank  all  thofe  fe- 
vers called  compound,  or  proportionate.  But  thofe 
that  remain,  if  there  be  any  others  recorded  by 
medical  writers,  as  being  either  feigned  or  ima- 
ginary, are  inconfiftcnt  with  the  regularity  of  na- 
ture, and  ought  therefore  to  be  exploded. 

♦ When  the  paroxyfms  of  fuch  intermittents  occur  at  difFe- 
rent  hours,  fo  that  each  of  them  can  be  diftinguifhed,  they  are 
named  by  Galen  complex,  or  cormpound.  But  if  the  acceffions 
of  different  intermittents  happen  in  the  fame  hour,  fo  as  to 
form  almoll  only  one  paroxytm,  as  they  cannot  be  ea  1 y 
tinguifbed,  he  names  them  confufed.  De  febr.  differ.  . 2. 
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f Storck  has  often  feen  an  intermitting  quotidian  combined 
■w  ith  the  petechial  and  miliary  fever.  That  happened  particular- 
ly in  the  month  of  September  an.  1758.  The  quotidian  re- 
quired the  immediate  employment  of  the  bark,  and  when  thus 
treated  it  became  milder  than  an  intermitting  fever,  and  held  on 
as  an  exanthematie  one.  Ann.  med.  i.  mens.  Sept.  1758.  The 
fame  author,  in  acute  vernal  fevers,  obferved  frequent  horripi- 
latio,  which  aggravated  the  difeafe,  ami  was  allayed  by  the  Pe- 
ruvian bark.  Hence  he  has  written  : “ Whether  in  the  fprlng 
different  intermitting  fevers  are  frequently  combined  with  acute 
ones,  and  render  them  more  violent  ?"  Lib.  jult  quoted,  mens. 
Mart.  He  mentions,  that  in  the  month  of  April  he  had  feen 
acute  fevers  terminate  on  the  fourteenth  dayin  intermitting  quo- 
tidian, or  tertian.  It  is  poffiblc  that  the  intermittents  were  then 
combined  with  the  putrid  fynochus,  on  which  being  difeuffed, 
they  afterwards  became  manifeffly  intermittents,  and  conti- 
nued as  fuch.  Martin  Ghis,  a phyfician  of  Cremona,  obfer- 
ved in  his  OWT3  fon,  ■w’ho  then  laboured  under  an  epidemic  ul- 
cerous angina,  an  acute  fymptomatic  fever,  or  a continacd  aiigi- 
nous  one,  combined  with  a fubintrans,  -wliich  he  removed  by 
ithe  Peruvian  bark.  Lcttere  mcd.  lett.  t..  p.  8.  Crem.  1759. 

:j;  Galen  (De  diff.  febr.  1.  i.  c.  10.)  has  made  mention  of  a 
woman,  who  laboured  under  an  he£Hc  confumption,  con- 
joined with  a putrid  quotidian.  Montius,  in  his  commentary 
( on  this  paflage,  tells  us,  that  he£Hc  fever  may  be  combined 
with  choleiic,  plilegmatic,  and  melancholic  fever,  and  alfo 
with  fanguineous  fever,  or  fynochus,  in  the  fame  manner  as 
) they  may  be  combined  together,  and  in  fa£fc  fometlmes  are 
\ combined.  In  the  fame  place  Galen  delivers  the  diagnoftic 
' charafters  by  which  thefe  combinations  may  be  diftinguiflied. 
iNorishe£fic  fever  faid  to  be  combined  with  putrid  fevers 
! only,  but  it  is  faid  to  be  likewlfe  occafionally  conjoined  witlt 
tthc  ephemerje,  Ibid.  1.  c.  p.  385. 
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THE  SEMITERTIANA,  OR  EIEMITRIT^US. 


506.  That  kind  of  compound  fever,  called  by 
the  Greeks  hemitritaus,  and  by  ourfelvesy^w/V^r- 
tiana,  frequently  occurs  in  the  writings  of  medi- 
cal authors.  Under  tliis  name  is 
StS£eal*^o?Ga-  comprehended  a continued  fever, 
which,  though  it  favours  of  the  nar 
ture  of  an  intermitting,  or  remitting  fever,  dif- 
fers from  both,  on  account  of  its  being  attended 
with  only  half  the  alleviation  and  remiflion  of 
thefe.  But  the  deferiptions  of  it  vary  fo,  that  it 
is  neceffary  to  fubjoin  the  author’s  name  to  each, 
to  didinguilh  it  from  the  reft.  Galen  *,  how- 
ever, afligns  two  particular  marks,  or  properties, 
to  the  real  hemitritxus,  namely,  that  it  is  a conti- 
nued fever,  and  attended  at  the  fame  time  withyZ>i- ^ 
vering.  If  it  be  attended  with  neither  of  thefe  di- 
ftinguiftiing  marks,  he  denies  that  it  can  be  named 
fmitertiana.  According  to  him,  then,  the  union  of 
two  intermitting  fevers,  namely,  a quotidian  an 
tertian,  cannot  conftitutc  a lemitertian,  becaufe  it 
muft  be  a continued  fever ; nor  can  it  be  com- 
pofed  of  two  continued  fevers,  becaufe  it  cannot 
then  be  attended  with  Ihivering.  But  let  us  now 
proceed  to  deferibe  the  various  fpecics  of  hemi- 

tritoeus. 
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507.  The  diftlngulfliing  marks,  therefore,  of 
the  hemitritseus  are,  that  it  mufl;  be 

. , ...  The  various  fpe- 

compoleu  or  a tertian  and  quotidian,  cies  of  hemitri- 
one  of  the  continued,  the  other  of 
the  intermitting  type,  but  particularly  of  the  inter- 
mitting tertian  and  continued  quotidian  ; or  even 
of  the  intermitting  quotidian  and  continued  ter- 
tian, fo  as  that  every  fecond  day  two  paroxyfms 
fhould  ocfcur,  or  be  confounded  together  ; 
but  on  the  equal  days  only  one,  though  with- 
out any  intermilTion  of  its  continuance.  The 
former  is  commonly  called  the  femitertiana  of 
Galen;  the' other,  again,  feems  to  be  the  fame 
as  is  deferibed  by  Riverius  in  the  fecond  place, 
and  which  is  claffed  by  Torti  in  the  num- 
ber of  Jtmiterllans.  Van  Swieten  and  De  Haen 
mention  two  other  fpecies  of  hemitritaeus,  of 
which  one  is  compofed  of  the  ter- 
tiaii,  having  its  paroxylms  lo  much  Ceifus. 
prolonged,  that  they  leave  fcarcely 
any  apyrexia.  This  fpecies  is  called  ihchemitritaus 
of  Ceifus.  Thofe  who  follow  the  authority  of 
Ceifus,  refer  to  this  fever  both  the  ardens  periodi- 
ca^ and  the  double  tertian,  which  has  become 
continued  in  confequence  of  its  paroxyfms  being 
prolonged,  of  which  we  have  already  fpoken  elfe- 
where.  The  other,  again,  is  compofed  of  the 
acute  continued  fever,  and  the  intermitting  tertian 
combined  together.  This  feems  to  be  admitted 

S3 
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by  Senncrt,  as  he  does  not  confider  it  as  abfurd 
to  name  thofe  fevers  femitcrtians^  which  in  their 
nature  are  intermitting  tertians,  but  conjoined 
with  inflammation  of  fornc  vifcus,  by  which  a 
fymptomatic  continued  fever  is  excited,  fo  that 
from  the  mixture  of  both  arifes  a kind  of  hemi-^ 
tritesus^  or  femltertian.  Some,  again,  name  that 
fever  a femitertian^  which  is  otten  or  feveral 
times  aggravated  within  the  twenty-four  hours, 
with  fhivering  and  cold,  obferving  no  regular 
order  in  the  acccflions,  from  which  circumftance 
it  is  named  by  others  horriftca. 

508.  With  refped:  to  the  Jcmitertian  of  Celfus, 

and  thofe  of  fimilar  kinds,  it  ought 

^of  referred  either  to  the  extended 

not  bdoag  to  fhurlous  tcrtians,  or  to  the  fub- 
this  pi  ice, 

tntr antes  or  JuhconWiua  of  Torti,  or 
to  the  tritiXophyed  ; nor  does  it  feem  to  deferve  a 
place  here.  Nor  ought  we  probably  to  clafs  here 
the  fever  of  Sennert,  compofed  of  the  iymptoma- 
tic  continued  fever,  proceeding  from  inflamma- 
tion of  fome  vifcus,  and  intermitting  fever  ; for 
in  [general  it  is  referable  to  the  comitatec  perniciofa 
of  Torti.  Thofe  fevers,  however,  whifch  are 
aggravated  with  fliivering  feveral  times  in  the 
day,  more  properly  rank  with  the  fymptomaticy  in- 
flammatory, hyftcrical,  icorbutic,  fuppuratory,  and 
ulcerous  fpccies  of  fever,  or  with  the  acute  gaftric, 
or  putrid  and  malignant  lever,  in  which  the  fenfible 
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and  irritable  parts  being  afFedled  and  vellicated  by 
the  acrid  humours,  or  by  the  malignant  and  pu- 
trid effluvia,  excite  thole  fpafmodic  Ihiverings.  It 
therefore  follows,  that  we  ought  to  conlider  that 
fever  as  the  true  and  proper  hemitritseus,  which 
is  compofed  of  the  intermitting  tertian  and  conti- 
nued quotidian,  or  of  the  intermitting  quotidian 
and  continued  tertian. 

509.  That  fever  is  named  genuine^  or  exqui- 
fite  hemitritsus,  in  which  the  ter- 

. , . The  legitimate  or 

tian  and  quotidian  prevail  equally  ; illegitimate  he- 

. . , ^ . mitritieus. 

It  IS  named  Ipurious  or  illegitimate^ 
when  the  fymptoms  of  one  or  the  other  predomi- 
nate. Hence  the  illegitimate  fpecies  is  of  a 
double  kind,  according  either  as  the 
tertian  overcomes  the  quotidian,  or 
the  quotidian  the  tertian,  in  feveri- 
ty.  If  the  teVtian  prevail,  the  whole  fever  is  at- 
tended with  more  fhivering,  and  has  fometimes 
rigor  fuperadded  to  it.  It  is  then  accompanied 
with  more  heat,  and  fome  bilious  matter  is  paifed 
either  by  vomiting,  diarrhoea,  or  fweat.  If,  how- 
ever, it  exceeds  the  tertian,  more  intenfe  cold  af- 
fedls  the  extremities,  fewer  and  {lighter  ihiverings 
occur,  the  pulfe  is  not  very  high,  the  paroxyfm 
increafes  more  flowly,  and  is  longer  of  reaching 
its  acme  ; nor  is  there  either  much  tliirft,  or  very 
great  heat.  Others  fay  that  the  genuine  hemitri- 
tanis  i^  acute,  and  of  fliort  continuance  ; and  that 

S 4 
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\hc/purious  one  is  of  long  continuance,  and  flow 
in  its  progrcfs.  The  former  is 

The  heraitrit;eus  ii  i i o i ^ •’  , , 

major  fit-minor,  callecl  by  ochencK  major ^ and  the 

latter  minor.  To  this  genus  of  fe- 
ver ought  to  be  referred  the  amphimerina  hemi- 
tritaus  of  Sauvages  (Ipec.  7.),  as  alfo  his  amphi- 
merina pfeudohemitriteeus  (Ipec.  8.),  together  with 
the  tetarlophyu  Jemitertiana  (fpec.  5.),  as  being 
compound  fevers,  and  erroneoufly  clafTed  among 
the  amphimtrina:  and  tetartophyes. 


5 I c.  If  any  one  be  difpofed,  along  with  Van 
Swieten  and  De  Haen,  to  apply  the  name  of  fe- 
mitertiana^  or  hemitritaus^  to  that  fe- 

The  femitertiana  i • i • ryr 

of  Van  Swieten.  which  IS  compofed  of  ail  acutc 
continent  fever,  as  the  fynochus 
fimplex,  or  putris,  and  the  intermitting  tertian 
combined  together,  with  all  my  heart ; only  let 
him  allow,  that  this  femitertian  of  theirs  differs 
little  from  the  true  hemitrit.xus  of  Galen.  For, 
in  the  genuine  hemitiitajus,  we  mufl;  attend  not 
only  to  the  uniformity  of  continuance  in  the  fe- 
ver, and  its  being  attended  with  fhivering,  but 
alfo  the  double  paroxyfm  on  the  odd  days,  and  a 
lingle  one  during  thofc  that  intervene,  are  requi- 
fite.  The  diagnofis  readily  appears 
from  what  has  been  laid  down. 
With  refpecEl  to  the  prognolis,  every 
femitertian  is  dangerous,  both  by  reafon  of  its 
continuance,  and  its  being  combined,  and  on  ac- 


OF  COMPOUND  CONTINUED  FEVERS. 


281 


:count  of  particular  fymptoms  prefent,  or  from  its 
welng  of  a malignant  nature,  or  on  account  of 
rnilammation  of  internal  parts,  in  which  it  fre- 
jjucntly  terminates.  With  refpcdf 
lo  the  plan  of  treatment,  it  will  be 
uroper  to  refer  to  what  has  already  been  fully 
iielivered  concerning  the  cure  of  intermitting 
and  remitting  fevers. 


irilE  PROPORTIONATA  COMPOSED  OF  THE  SY- 
NOCHUS  AND  INTERMEPTING  FEVER. 


f 

i..  51 1.  When  treating  of  the  continued  quoti- 
liians  and  tertians,  we  more  than  once  remarked, 
Hiat  frequently  fome  of  them,  although  at  firft 
[continued,  in  their  progrefs  are  gradually  changed 
[nto  intermitting  fevers  ; and  that  this  fometimes 
jiiappens  on  account  of  the  fever’s  being  of  the 
jpccies  called  compound,  or  proportionate,  that 
^s,  confifting  of  a continued  and  intermitting  fc- 
^fei  combined.  For,  on  the  former  ceafing,  or 
}«eing  refolved,  there  is  no  wonder  if  the  other 
Should  go  through  its  paroxyfms  more  manifeflly, 
?md  rticw  itlelf  to  be  an  a<ftual  inter- 
Mttlng  fi^ver.  This  occurs  cipe- 
jidally,  as  we  have  elfewhere  fhewn, 

I _ . * 


r-vhen  intermitting  fevers  prevail  epidemically,  or 


i82 


OF  COMPOUND  CONTINUED  FEVERS. 


at  leaft  conftitute  the  prevailing  and  ftationary 
difeafe.  For  then  almoft  all  difeafes  bear  fome 
refemblance  to  intermittents,  or  fporadic,  or  in- 
tercurrent fevers,  of  whatever  other  kind,  are  com- 
bined with  the  intermitting  fevers.  But  this  ne-* 
vcr  happens  fo  frequently  as  in  the  vernal  and 
fummer  fevers,  or  in  the  premature  autumnal 
ones,  which  come  on  in  the  month  of  July*;  as 
I myfelf  have  obferved  in  various  parts,  and  at 
different  feafons ; nor  can  1 help  thinking,  that 
the  fame  thing  muft  have  fometimes  happened  to 
others. 

* Van  Swieten  on  BoerhaaTC,  § 727. 


512.  It  is  from  the  beginning  a continued  fe- 
ver, and  begins  with  flight  cold  or  fhivering  ; it 
is  then  aggravated,  and  proceeds! 

DefcnptioB.  almoft  the  fame  fymptoms  as 

thofe  attending  the  Ample  or  putrid  fynochus> 
generally  after  the  manner  of  a continent  fever, 
unlefs  that  it  is  fomewhat  aggravated,  either  daily; 
or  every  fecond  day,  either  in  the  evening  or 
morning ; and  after  a few  hours  turning  milder, 
and  a gentle  fweat  coining  on,  it  returns  to  its 
ufual  degree,  which  is  fuch  as  charadlerifes 
continent  fevers.  Frequently,  however,  during 
the  firft  days  of  the  complaint,  it  exhibits 
no  fuch  marks  of  increafc  or  alleviation,  at  leaft 
fufliciently  unequivocal,  nor  is  it  aggravated  with 
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iiiy  cold  or  fliivering,  but  continues  violent  and 
conftantj  until,  after  from  four  to  feven  days 
bave  been  pafted,  or,  at  moft,  eleven  or  four- 
teen, gradually  lofing  that  uniform  continuance, 
jt;  firrt  remits  periodically,  and  laftly  terminates  in 
intermitting  quotidiafi  or  tertian,  repeating  its  pa- 
^mxyfms,  fometimes  with  cold  or  ftiivering,  fome- 
bmes  intirely  without  them,  and  at  ftated  pe- 
liods  fweat,  or  urine  depofiting  a fediment,  or 
liiarrhcea,  or  all  of  thefe  evacuations  fuperve- 
iiing,  it  is  at  length  gradually  refolved,  and  dif- 
lippears, 

513.  It,  therefore,  feems  only  to  end  in  inter- 
(nitting  fevers,  when  the  fynochus, 
whether... ftmple  or  putrid,  with  ^^^arksTwifen 
which  it  is  combined,  has  been  dif- 
iiufled  by  bleeding,  purging,  diet, 

|teft,  and  diluent  remedies.  But  when  neither 
|;old  nor  ftiivering  precede  nor  announce  the  pa- 
[coxyfms,  it  happens  at  leaft  that  the  patient,  as 
:Hie  paroxyfms  is  about  to  take  place,  feels  very 
urgent  thirft,  complains  of  heavinefs  about  the 
Ijpigaftrie  region,  and  breaft,  is  opprefted  with 
.mxiety,  is  affefted  with  a dull  pain  about  the 
!)ack  and  joints,  becomes  fick,  and  vomits,  is 
•'.•eftlefs,  and  cannot  enjoy  fleep  : but,  as  the 
cever  is  approaching  to  its  acme,  and  thefe 
jmptoms  fomewhat  remitting,  violent  headach 
ucceeds,  burning  heat,  fluflied  face,  and  fome- 
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times  delinum,  which,  however,  as  I have  al- 
ready obfervec],  when  the  fever  has  taken  a turn, 
difappear ; the  fkin  becomes  relaxed  and  foft, 
fweat  breaks  out,  thick,  dark-coloured  urine  Is 
palTed,  the  fenfes  return,  and  reft  or  fome  fleep; 
fteals  on  the  patient. 

514.  The  attentive  confideration  of  thefetj 
things,  the  known  phenomena  of^ 

How  it  differs 
from  the  fubcon-  the 

tinme.  the  I'ubin-  . . , 1 r r e 

trantes,  and  he-  the  prevailing  epidemy,  the  leaion,-| 
and  other  Inch  circumftances  fre-«1 
quently  explained  elfewhere,  eafily  lead  to  the -i 
diagnofis.  It  is  diftinguiftied  from  tlie  fubccnti-  l 
nua  of  Torti,  by  its  hot  at  all  intermitting  frorad 
the  beginning,  and  riot  paffing  from  the  inter-J 
mitting  to  the  continued  form  ; from  the  fubinJ\ 
transj  again,  becaufe  its  continuance,  at  leaft  du-J 
ring  the  firft  days  of  the  complaint,  is  more  iinir* 
form  : nor  is  it  aggravated  with  any  cold,  or;i 
thivering,  which  are  ufually  prefent  in  the  fub-»J 
intrantes.  For  nearly  the  fame  reafons,  it  differs;! 
alfo  from  the  genuine  jemitertiana.  It  is  gene-  ' 
rally  attended  with  no  danger,  if  properly  treated; ; 
but  when  negleded,  or  improperly  managed,  it . 
degenerates  into  an  Inflammatory  fever  of  fomc 
vifciis,  into  an  ardent,  malignant,  and  pernicious 


fynochi  and  intermitting  fevers,^ 


one. 


of  CO.MPOUNL)  CONTINUED  FEVERS. 


\ 

\ 

j CURE. 


2i) 


I 515.  At  fir  ft  bleeding  ought  to  be  employed, 
jiind  may  even  be  repeated,  accord- 
ling  to  the  degree  or  its  violence,  and  purging, 
tthe  feverity  of  the  fymptoms  ; and 
aall  thefe  remedies  ought  to  be  adminiftered,  which 
’.we  have  already  ftiewn  to  be  of  fervice  in  fimple 
zand  putrid  and  fynochus.  If  fymptoms  of  a bi- 
llions or  gaftric  colluvies  betray  themfelves,  it 
rmuft  be  expelled, — fo  foon  as  the  violence  of  the 
tfever  has  in  fome  meafure  fubfided, — by  means 
(of  a cathartic  and  refrigerant  remedy.  Some- 
ttimes,  alfo,  there  may  be  room  for  an  emetic, 
tefpecially  when  a bilious  colluvies  is  prefent  in 
tthe  prtma  via^  or  when  the  time  of  the  year, 
;and  climate,  or  remote  caufes  require  it.  When 
lit  has  arrived  at  the  intermiffion,  what  ought 
ithen  to  be  done,  it  is  unneceflary  here  to  obferve, 
ifince  we  have  already  treated  at  length  of  the 
(cure  of  intermitting  fevers,  both  in  general  and 
iparticular.  The  higheft  benefit  will  be  derived 
;from  the  Peruvian  bark,  which,  alfo,  when  the 
1 fever  has  not  yet  become  a true  intermittent,  but 
only  a remittent,  refembling  the  fpecies  named 
ifubintrans^  communicanSy  or  coalterna^  although 
it  be  aggravated  without  cold  or  fhivering,  will 
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moft  afluredly  overcome  it,  provided  it  has  ac- 
quired the  other  marks  and  peculiarities  of  inter- 
mitting fevers. 

516.  It  fometimes  happens  that  this  fever  is 
prolonged  for  a length  of  time  without  attaining 
an  intermiffion,  or  renews  its  conti- 


When  it  does  not  • i • 1 . 

intermit.  nuance  with  irregular  and  anoma- 


Thofe  things 
which  accele- 
rate the  ititer- 
iniffion. 


Ions  paroxyfms,  fo  that  it  cannot 
come  under  the  head  of  any  type.  Pringle  * 
and  Buchan  f,  in  that  cafe,  do  not  defpair  of 
rendering  it  regular,  and  of  bring- 
ing it  to  be  of  the  nature  of  a 
manifefi:  intermittent,  if  bleeding  . 
and  purging  have  not  already  ef- 
fected it,  by  giving  feveral  times  a-day  neutral  ^ 
falts,  or  adminiftering  an  emetic  and  repeating  it. 
With  this  view  he  twnce  a-day  adminiftered  Ri- 
veriiis’s  mixture,  containing  a fcruple  of  the  fait  1 
of  abfmthium,  half  an  ounce  of  lemon-juice,  and  J 
half  a drachm  of  white  fugar  ; or,  inftcad  of  it, 
every  fourth  or  fixth  hour  he  recommends  four  n 
fpoonfuls  of  a fimilar  mixture,  made  as  follows  : 

“ R Sal.  abfiiith.  drach.  unam.  Sol.  in  aq.  font.  • 
unciis  decern  ; et  inftill.  fpir.  vitriol,  quant,  fuff, 
ad  faturat.  deinde  add.  aq.  cinn.  fpirituof.  lefqui 
unciam,  fyrup.  cortic.  aurant.  unciam.”  And  if, 
as  the  poroxyfm  remits,  the  fweat  ceafes,  or  flows 
more  fparingly  than  is  necelTary,  he  attempts  to 
promote  it  by  an  ounce  of  fp.  Mindereri,  divided 
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iinto  two  or  three  parts,  and  added  to  the  drink. 
JBuchan,  however,  excites  vomiting  by  fifteen  or 
Liwenty  grains  of  ipecacuanha,  or  by  tartar  cme- 
ttlc  diluted  In  a great  quantity  of  water,  and  given 
iin  fmall  draughts,  until  it  produces  the  dcfired 
tefiedl. 

* Difcafes  of  the  army. 

« 

f Domeftic  Medicine,  t.  2.  c.  xi. 

517.  The  remitting  fevers,  which  Morton 
imentlons  as  having  yielded  to  the 
Ibark  feem  to  have  been  of  this 
iriamp ; as  well  as  the  malignant 
iund  pernicious  ones,  of  which  Lapius  has  made 
jmentlon  as  being  peculiar  to  the  vicinity  of 
ilRomef,  and  admitting  of  being  cured  by  the  fame 
Temedy.  Nor  fliould  I confider  as  being  very 
ilifferent  from  them,  the  bilious  or  remiLtlng  fever 
of  Pringle,  of  which  he  has  given  a moft  faithful 
Hefeription  ; as  well  as  that  other  named  by 
Buchan  ||  remitting^  a fever  of  various  nature, 
"fometimes  regular,  fometimes  Irregular,  frequent- 
}y  refembling  the  bilious,  nervous,  or  putrid  fe-r 
iver,  and  eafily  pafling  into  inflammatory  or  ma-^ 
lignant  fever,  unlefs  the  author,  under  this  name, 
nas  heaped  together  various  kinds  of  fevers,  as  I 
iufpe£l;  he  has  done.  Were  it  at  all  necelfary,  I 
might  mention  feveral  other  fevers  which  come 
under  this  head,  but  the  inftanccs  already  quoted 
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feem  fufRcient.  This  being  the  cafe,  it  is  now 
high  time  to  pafs  them  over,  and  clofe  our  ac- 
count with  the  general  treatment  of  not  only  the 
compound,  but  of  other  fevers  alfo.  It  is  to  be 
wiflied,  however,  that  the  pains  and  labour  which 
I have  fpent  in  colleding,  examining,  and  di- 
gefting  the  fa£ts  I have  delivered  on  this  fubje^t, 
may  be  attended  with  equal  advantage  to  my 
pupils.  Be  that  as  it  may,  fome  credit  at  leaft 
will  be  due  to  the  attempt  and  the  intention 
of  the  author.  In  the  following  volume,  I fliafli 
fpeak  of  the  exanthematic  febrile  difeafes,  which 
come  next  in  order  §. 

* Defehr.  exercit.  2.  f Ragionamento  contro  la  volgi 

opinion,  di  non  poter  venir  a Roma  nellajlale,  p.  13.  45.  47.  Rontf 
1749.  f L.  c.  II  L.  c. 

§ Here  ends  the  firft  of  the  four  oftavo  volumes  of  the  ori-i* 
ginal  work.  But  the  author’s  divifion  being  intirely  arbitrary; 
and  in  no  meafure  afFecSing  its  utility,  it  has  been  foua^ 
more  convenient  to  throw  the  tranflation  into  five  volumes.  I 

T. 
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APPEND  IX 

TO  THE 

REMITTING  FEVERS  WHICH  OBSERVE  SOMETIMES  THE 
QUOTIDIAN,  SOMETIMES  THE  TERTIAN  TYPE  *. 


THE  PRIMARY,  OR  ESSENTIAL,  COLLIQUATIVE 

FEVER. 

518.  If  ever  the  body  is  extenuated  by  cxcef- 
five  evacuations  from  the  bowels,  or 

, • r ..  rri  j • What  is  meant  by 

: by  the  urine  or  Iweat  diicharged  m coiiiquation  and 
I too  great  quantity,  it  is  then  faid  to  fe- 

I be  in  a ftate  of  coiiiquation^  and  the 
I fever,  if  there  be  any,  which  accompanies  the  ex- 
j hauftionr  of  the  body,  is  named  colliquative^  or 
i colliquans.  But  the  body  colliquefces  in  fuch  a 
j vray,  that  the  blood  and  other  fluids  being  too 
j much  diflblved,  and  almoft  corrupted,  flow 
I out  in  various  parts  under  tlie  form  of  evacua- 
tions. This  is  commonly  fuppofed  to  proceed 
from  fome  heterogeneous,  acrid, 
melting,  alkaline,  feptic  principle.  ^way^'^th^Sy 
But  that  kind  of  coiiiquation  docs  coliiquIuT 
not  always  proceeiT  from  fuch  a 
caufe.  For  it  k fometimes  enough,  that  the 
VoL.  II.  T 
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fluids  are  fo  changed  by  fpontaneous  degenera- 
tion, as  to  lofe  their  natural  crafis  and  power  of 
cohefion,  become  thin,  and  putrefy,  in  confe- 
qucnce  of  the  mixture  of  their  elements  being 
deranged  ; and,  at  the  lame  time,  that  the  folids,  - 
efpc-cially  the  fccretory  and  excretory  organs,  are  | 
relaxed,  flretched,  and  become  fo  unnaturally  j 
parnlous,  that  their  contents  are  allowed  to  pafs  ; 
off  in  all  diredions. 

* § 436. 

519.  There  is  generally  a ftrong  dilpofition  to 
colliquation  in  flow  and  chronic  difeafes,  efpe- 
cially  in  fuch  as  fucceed  to  phthifis 
col.  and  wafting  of  the  body.  Some-  ; 
liquation.  tiiTies,  likcwile,  acutc  dileafcs  have  ] 

fuch  a tendency,  cfpccially  malignant,  ardent,  | 
or  putrid  ones,  as  we  have  already  frequently  oh-  | 
ferved.  But  we  have  remarked,  in  particular,  | 
that  fuch  a colliquation  is  often  difeovered  in  the  i 
acute  gq/Ir'ic  fever  fometimes  in  the  bilious  trU  | 

taophycE^  or  continued  tertians  'j*,  and  much  more 
frequently  in  the  caufi^  both  continent  f and  pe- 
riodical ||.  We  learn  that  it  has  already  taken 
place,  “ by  the  fupervening,  on  the  fourth  day, 
of  crude,  thin,  pure,  frothy,  fetid,  fat- 
its  fymp.oms.  bilious  ftools,  whicli  neither 

afford  any  relief,  nor  prove  critical : but,  about 
the  feventh  day,  by  copious  urine,  in  wdiich 
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L melted  fat  floats,  and,  laftly,  by  fuddeii  wafting 
of  the  whole  body.”  But  as  thefe  kinds  of  col- 
liquation  either  fupervene  on  fevers, 
or,  to  fpeak  more  properly,  in  fome 
meafure  proceed  from  them,  they 
ought  to  be  confidered  as  being  intirely  fecon- 
' dary  with  refpedt  to  the  difeafe,  and  therefore  as 
,;a  fymptom  of  it,  or  the  fymptoin  of  a fymptom, 

I and  not  requiring  any  particular  treatment. 

I * § 436.  + § 421.  t § 262.  II  § 422. 


Primary  colliqua- 

tiyj  fevers. 


i 520.  But  befides  the  colliquations  and  colliqua- 
tive fevers  juft  mentioned,  there  are 
.alfo  primary,  or  eflTential 
which  neither  arife  from  other  dif- 
eafes,  nor  from  any  degenerated  fever.  Such 

• occur  in  pradiice  at  the  very  firft,  although  they 
Ibe  not  eafily  diftinguiflied,  and  are  commonly 

confounded  by  many  with  the  fecondary  or  kin- 
idred  fevers.  Thefe  have  been  ob- 
' ferved  both  by  the  moderns  and  an-  confounded  with 

. , , c IV  the  gaftric  fever. 

tcients,  and  the  name  01  colliquative 
fevers  has  been  given  them,  as  may  be  found  in 
I the  works  of  Quefnay  *,  Raym,  Fortis  f,  Ettmul- 
Icr  f , and  others.  I have  feveral  times  treated  a 
^ fpecics  of  colliquative  fever  ^ which  really  belongs 
I to  this  genus  attended  in  particular  with  a 

• diarrhoea,  the  caufe  of  which  may  be  readily 
fiippofed  to  be  gaftric  fever,  which,  in  like  man- 

T 2 
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ner,  is  generally  conjoined  with  loofenefs,  and 

the  rather  that  the  fever  itfelf,  like  ; 
'^he  gaftric  ones,  is  a remitting  fe-  ^ 
ver,  fometimes  obferving  the  quo- 
tidian, fometimes  the  tertian  type.  But  it  dif- 
fers from  the  gaftric  fever,  becaufe  it  does  not 
fticw  fymptoms  of  indigeftion ; becaufe  the 
tongue  is  not  foul  ; becaufe  there  is  not  a bitter 
tafte  in  the  mouth  ; and  becaufe  the  patient  is 
not  fo  much  diftrefled  with  naufea  or  vomiting 
as  in  the  gaftric  fever,  in  w^hich  the  febrile  fomes 
is  lodged  in  the  prima  ^vV,  and  does  not  enter 
into  the  blood,  unlcfs  indiredly ; while,  on  the 
other  hand,  in  the  colliquative  fever  it  primarily 
refides  in  the  blood  and  other  fluids,  and  is  not 
carried  to  the  prinuz  vi<^^  or  inteftines,  but  in  a 
fccondary  manner,  bor  each  of  them,  as  appears, 
proceeds  from  a colliquative  and  corrupting  ^ 
caufe,  but  fituate  in  a different  part,  and  a<fting  * 
in  a different  manner.  ' 

* The  Fehris  ccUiquativa  putrcfaciens  of  Quefnay,  Des  fevr.  . 

t.  2.  p.  39*-  ' 

f The  Ffbris  coUiquativa  of  Raym.  Forth,  De  febrib.  and  of 
Ettmuller,  oper.  t.  2.  P.  i.  p.  337-  The  F.bris  tropica  of  the 
ancients,  Quefnay,  I.  c. 

X In  the  firft  edition  of  this  book,  I purpofely  omitted  men- 
tioning the  colliquative  fever,  although  in  my  academical 
courfe  I had  been  accuftomed  to  explain  it.  For  I was  afraid 
it  might  appear  fuperfluous,  after  having,  in  feveral  parts^  al 
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|,  ready  In  fomc  meafure  difcufled  colliquation  of  the  fluids  and 
[I  I colliquative  fevers,  and  having  obferved,  when  treating  of 
jlgaflric  fever,  that  every  loofenefs,  which  attends  it,  does 
{.hot  depend  on  the  gaftric  colluvies,  but  fometimes  on  a con- 
1 flux  of  bad  humours  from  the  whole  body  to  the  inteftines 
|t(374.).  But,  on  weighing  the  matter  more  maturely,  I 
; tliought  it  advifable,  in  this  edition,  to  fet  apart  an  exprefs 
j I chapter  upon  it,  that  no  aflTiftance  to  be  derived  from  careful 
attention  to  difeafes  might  be  wanting  to  the  Undent. 


521.  Morever,  the  gaftric  and  colliquative  fe- 
ver not  onlv  differ  in  the  feat  of  the 
morbid  caufe,  but  alfo  in  its  effecfts,  only  in  fmiation, 

, . , 1 1 r T'  cffedls. 

and  in  the  method  01  cure.  For, 
although  in  both  of  them  thin  ftools  are  prefent, 
and  cannot  be  fupprefled  without  injury,  there 
is  this  diftindtion  between  them,  that  the  gaftric 
fever  both  requires  and  bears  purging,  in  confe- 
quence  of  which  it  is  rendered  milder,  and  a cri- 
fis  ftiortly  occurs  ; while,  in  the  colliquative  fever, 
cathartics,  urilefs  they  be  very  gentle,  and  em- 
ployed with  the  utmoft  caution,  prove  extremely 
injurious,  neither  leffening  the  difeafe,  nor  ren- 
dering it  of  fhorter  continuance,  nay,  by  indu- 
cing an  exceflive  diarrlicea,  even  exhauft  the 
ftrength.  In  the  former,  the  fordes,  ftagnating 
and  putrefying  in  the  inteftines,  occafiou  the 
complaint,  and,  therefore,  may  be  fafely  and  ad- 
Vantageoufly  drawn  off  by  purging  ; and,  in  this 
way,  the  fever  itfclf  muft  neceffarily  be  dimi- 

T.3 
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nlflied.  In  the  latter,  again,  whatever  part  of 
the  blood  and  other  fluids  is  rendered  putrid  and 
becomes  colliquated,  gradually  paflfes  in  a great 
meafure  into  the  bowels,  and  ought  to  be  expel- 
led as  noxious  and  vitiated ; but  that  does  not 
caufe  any  diminution  or  amelioration  of  the  colli- 
quating  and  corrupting  caufe  exifting  in  the 
veins,  and  occafioning  the  fever  ; nor  does  it  de- 
traft  any  thing  from  its  feverity  and  duration, 
until  the  colliquation  is  finiflied,  which  happens 
gradually,  and  not  for  a long  time.  But,  when 
fo  great  a tendency  to  colliquefcence  and  putre- 


fa<£lion  exifts  in  the  fluids,  were  cathartics  to  be 
improperly  adminiftered,  they  would  fo  increafe 
the  diATolution,  and  caufe  fo  immoderate  a dif- 
charge  by  ftool,  that  the  evacutions  arifmg  from 
thence  could  fcarcely  be  fupprelTed. 

522.  Having  pointed  out  the  difference  be- 
tween each  fever,  it  remains  for  me  to  defcribe 
the  colliquative  fever  by  the  marks 

the  colliquative  it  generally  puts  on.  1 have  • al- 
fever  puts  on.  jg  ^ continued  fe- 

ver, obferving  the  order  of  the  continued  quo- 
tidian, or  tertian.  To  which  I may  now  add, 
that  fometimes,  though  rarely,  it  affumes  the 
fymptoms  of  an  ardent  fever,  and  is  long  pro- 
trafted,  in  confcqucnce  of  which  it  was  named 
by  the  ancients  tropica^  and  by  which  it  is  chiefly 
diftinguillied  from  the  gaftric  fever,  as  it  is 
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ufually  of  fliorter  duration.  At  firft  the  colli- 
quative fever  is  in  general  not  very  acute,  nor  vio- 
lent, and,  when  the  difeafe  is  fimple,  pure,  and 
benign,  in  its  progrefs  it  becomes  milder  and 
more  tolerable.  The  pulfe  is  gene- 

f*  1 1 » iij  T'lic  pulTc  dnd 

rally  iort,  irequcnt,  and  weak.  Ihe  ioof;nefs. 
fever  is  for  the  inoft  part  attended 
with  a diarrhoea,  confifting  of  matter  which  is 
thin,  fetid,  crude,  not  much  varied,  fatty,  fre- 
quently refembling  diflblvcd  foap,  depofiting  cer- 
tain fmall,  whitifli,  concrete  fubftances,  like  fuet, 
or  very  thick  gravelly  matter,  but  unattended,  as 
I have  already  obferved,  with  fymptoins  of 
manifeft  indigeflion.  Befides  the 

. The  fweat. 

diarrhoea,  which  has  always  ap- 
peared to  me  to  be  the  moft  ufual  evacuation  in 
tliis  fever,  there  are  generally  prelent  conftant, 
vifeid,  greafy,  fetid  fweats,  and  other  marks  of 
dilTolution.  At  lead  an  oily  and  fetid  vapour 
proceeds  from  the  body.  In  pro- 
portion to  the  frequency  and  degree 
of  the  evacuations  is  the  drength  more  and  more 
exhauded.  Witli  regard  to  the 


An  oily  vapour. 


The  ftrength. 


Urine. 


urine,  at  fird  it  is  neither  very 
thick,  nor  turbid  ; but  it  generally  contains  a 
cloud  ; or  a thin,  divided  enseore- 
ma  is  fufpended  in  it ; or  it  is  co- 
vered on  the  fiirface  with  a fatty  pellicle.  It 
then  becomes  hy  degrees  thicker,  and  of  a dulky 
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red  colour,  depofiting  a fimilar  fediment,  that 
fcarcely  coheres,  and  is  unequal,  becoming  at 
length  like  bran  or  flour,  or  changing  into  a mu- 
cous, vifcid  fediment,  of  various  colours.  Fre- 
quently it  does  not  all  fall  to  the  bottom  of  the 
pot,  but  partly  adheres  to  its  Tides,  and  is  partly 
mingled  with  the  urine  itfelf,  obfeuring  or  taking 
away  its  pelliicidity.  When  firfl,  however,  the 
urine  is  pafled,  it  is  generally  clear  and  limpid  ; 
but  fliortly  afterwards,  on  cooling,  it  becomes 
turbid  throughout,  becaufe  the  cold  coagulates 
and  condenfes  the  fluids  which  were  difpofed  to 
unite  together.  Shortly  afterwards  it  again  be- 
comes clear,  thin,  and  crude,  and  again  turbid 
and  thick ; thus  undergoing  various  changes 
through  the  whole  courfe  of  the  difeaie.  Some- 
times nothing  of  that  kind  happens.  So  great  oc- 
cafionally  is  the  attenuation  and  diflfolution  of 
the  fluids,  that  nothing  is  imparted  to  the  urine 
which  can  again  become  fluggifh,  or  thicken  on 
the  approach  of  cold. 

523.  But  the  infpe<S:ion  of  the  urine  in  this 
cafe  is  of  fuch  confequence,  that  nothing  with 
more  certainty  indicates  the  prefence 
of  colliquation,  or  Ihews  that  it  has 
ofcoiiitluation.  ^ termination.  For  it 

never  appears  natural  unlefs  the  colliquation  has 
intirely  ccafed  ; fo  that  the  frequent  changes  of 
the  urine  afford  the  cleareft  proof  that  the  difeafe 
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Ilias  not  wholly  ceafed,  although  the  diarrhoea 
and  Iweat  have  altogether  flopped,  and  the  fever 
appear  to  have  completely  difappeared.  For 
sometimes,  efpecially  when  the  dif- 

' , , , r j Soinetimes,  tho’ 

.•safe  has  proceeded  a conliderable  the  fever  ceafes* 

kength,  the  fever  ceafes,  although 
ithe  colliquation  and  corruption  of 
tlhe  fluids  have  not  yet  altogether  terminated.  In 
dhat  cafe,  fince  the  fever  is  abfent,  and  the  weak- 
mefs  requires  attention,  frequently  food,  to  con- 
ITiderable  extent,  is  allowed  fooner  than  is  pro- 
iper  ; but  the  impropriety  of  fuch  a proceeding  is  . 
evident,  from  the  fever  being  immediately  revi- 
sed by  it.  We  mull,  therefore,  wait  for  a re- 
turn of  the  natural  condition  of  the 
^rine  and  fseces,  before  we  conclude  known. 

[for  certain  that  a termination  of  the 
:colliquation  has  adually  taken  place.  On  the 
[Other  hand,  if  any  unnatural  appearance  is  ftill 
[Dbfervable  in  them,  if  the  excrements  pafs  off  too 
thin  or  foft,  if  the  urine  is  in  fome  degree  turbid, 
’and  emit  a fetid  finell ; there  can  be  no  doubt 
that  the  colliquation  is  ftill  going  on. 

524.  I have  already  obferved,  that  it  is  of  long 
iftanding.  For  it  is  often  extended 
to  thirty,  or  forty,  nay,  to  lixty  difeafe. 
idays,  and  frequently  beyond  that 
period,  fo  that  it  more  frequently  belongs  to  the 
difeafes  named  aciiti  ex  decidentia^  than  to  the 
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intermit,  ones 
arc  adduced. 


fimply  acute  ones.  Some  have  feen  it  prolonged 
for  feveral  months.  But  it  then  muft  have  be- 
longed to  the  genus  of  chronic  and  flow  fevers. 
Quefnay  records,  that  he  faw  it  of  fuch  duration 
and  obftinacy,  as  not  to  leave  the  patient  for  fix 
months ; whom,  after  being  reduced  to  the  laft 
degree  of  emaciation,  he  at  length  reftored  to 
health  by  the  ufe  of  afs-milk.  Nor 
Jo  continued  fevers  only,  but  inter- 
mitting ones  alfo,  exhibit  the  ef- 
fects of  colliquative  fevers,  and 
even  fometimes  are  adlually  fuch.  In  fome  in- 
termitting fevers,  efpecially  pernicious  ones,  it 
not  unfrequently  happens,  that  the  patients, 
within  a Ihort  time,  are  reduced  to  the  laft  de- 
gree of  debility.  That  cannot  happen  but  in 
confeqiience  of  the  fat  of  the  whole  body  being 
diflblved  by  the  violence  of  the  febrile  ferment. 
Quefnay  likewife  makes  mention  of  a colliquative 
intermitting  tertian,  which  lafted  for  three 
months.  In  this  fever  the  colliquation  feems  to 
have  been  milder  than  I obferved  it  to  be.  in  the 
pernicious  ones,  in  which  the  patients,  after  a 
few  paroxyfms,  were  fo  much  extenuated,  that 
on  recovering  from  the  fever,  by  means  of  the 
bark,  they  had  more  of  the  appearance  of  fkele- 
tons  than  of  men. 

525.  Hitherto  I have  been  deferibing  the  be- 
nign colliquative  fever,  or  that  unattended  with 


1 


OF  COMPOUND  CONTINUED  FEVERS.  299 


affections  and  fpafins  of  the  nerves  ; by  which 

ccircumftance  Quefnay  fuppofes  it  is 

t£o  be  dlftinguilhed  from  the  malig- 

mant  fpecies.  For  he  fuppofes  that  Jcicn- 

mne  to  be  malignant  which  affects 

tthe  head  and  nerves;  injures  particularly  the  ani- 

jinal  functions  ; induces  fpalms,  and, 

i.  r c ^1  r r Concerning  the 

|in  conleqiience  oi  them,  caules  la-  malignant  one. 
Lai  gangrenes  or  fphacelus  ; or  depo- 
siting a vitiated  fluid  fomewhere,  fuddenly  de- 
iprives  the  parts  on  which  it  falls  of  fenfe  and 
Ilife.  Nor  is  fubfultus  tendinum  wanting  in  this 
Species,  convuHive  motions  of  the  limbs,  irregu- 
llar  and  inordinate  pulfatioiis  of  the  arteries,  and 
afpafmodic  pains  of  the  head  and  breaft,  fucceeded 
aat  laft  by  death.  But  according  to  the  different 
tdcgrecs  of  colliquative  acrimony,  and  of  the  col- 
lliquation  itfelf,  the  effects  are  faid  to  be  more  or 
!lefs  various,  fo  tliat  not  only  the  fluids,  but  alfo 
tthe  folids  thcmfelves,  are  diflblved. 

IBut  in  each  fpecies  of  this  fever,  ‘iKmc! 
mamely,  the  benign  and  malignant 
tone,  there  fecms  to  be  but  one 
ccaufe,  only  different  in  degree  and  badnefs. 
(Quefnay,  lately  quoted,  who  has  devoted  an  ex- 
iprefs  chapter  to  the  difcuffion  of  it, 
i fuppofes  that  fome  one  of  the  fluids 
I becomes  putrid  and  diffolved,  which 
•-gradually  diffufes  itfelf  like  a ferment,  and  fuccef- 
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fively  pafling  from  one  to  another,  according 
it  finds  them  difpofed  to  putrefadlion,  contami- 
nates, corrupts,  and  diflblves  them,  until  the  ac- 
ceffion  of  frelh  and  acefcent  fluids  puts  an  end  to 
the  colliquation  ; although  it  is  not  eafy  to  com- 
prehend how  any  fluid  can  become  putrid  and 
diffolved,  without  the  remaining  ones  being  af- 
fedted.  It  is  probably  nearer  the 
To'4ate.“'  'tnitW  to  fuppofe,  that  the  blood,  not 
in  its  full  extent,  but  only  in  fome 
part  of  it,  is  vitiated,  corrupted,  and  diflblved,  and 
that  this  takes  place  flowly  and  fucceffively,  until 
every  fluid  has  undergone  the  fame  change,  is  gra- 
dually excerned,  and,  after  the  addition  of  new 
fluid  or  chyle,  reftored  to  its  ufual  condition.  But 
if  any  fluid  feems  deferving  of  being 
^ blamed  more  than  another,  it  would 
appear  that  none  can  be  accufedwith 
more  juftice  than  tl]e  oily,  or  inflammable  one,  to 
which  the  name  of  adeps^  or  fat,  is  given.  For 
it,  in  confequence  of  ftagnation,  or  fpontaneouS’ 
degeneration,  or  any  other  caufe  fupervening, 
may  become  depraved,  r'ancid,  gradually  cor- 
rupted and  diffolved,  and  may  render  the  other 
fluids  fo  vitiated,  as  not  only  to  excite  fever,  but 
to  increalc  each  of  the  evacuations,  efpecially 
the  quantity  of  bile  in  the  liver  and  gall-bladder, 
and  evacuate  the  whole  body,  not  ccaling  to  in 
jure  the  animal  economy,  until  the  whole  of  it 


OF  COMftOUND  CONTINUED  FEVERS.  3OI 

{has  been  excerned  ; as  the  extreme  debility, 
rj.]iiickly  fucceeding,  the  fetid  and  fatty  ftools,  the 
bily  urine,  and  oily  thick  fweats,  with  which  the 
ifever  is  attended,  feem  fulficiently  to  demon- 

jllrate. 

[' 

M 

I 

^ CURE. 

^ 526.  In  the  cure  of  the  benign  colliquative 

iffever  Pc2C.)  two  things  in  particu- 

i f I indications 

liar  muft  be  oblerved,  namely,  to  ex-  in  the  benign 
[pel  from  the  fyftem  vrhatever  is  cor- 
rrupted  daily,  and  becomes  hoftile  to  the  natural 
condition  of  the  body,  left  by  being  retained  it 
iincrcafc  the  caufc  of  the  difeafe  and  the  difiblu- 
ttion  ; and  to  correft  the  acrimony  of  the  cor- 
rrupting  and  colliquating  fomes.  The  firft  indica- 
ttion  is  anfwered  chiefty  by  thofe  things  which 
cquickly  and  gently  draw  off  the  depraved  hu- 
imours  that  are  carried  to  the  inteftines  ; fuch  as 
:a  decodion  of  tamarinds  in  whey, 
tor  fome  other  very  flight  cathartic, 
ttaken  in  good  time,  and  drunk  daily, 
ibut,  above  all,  frequent  and  mild  clyfters  ; and 
ithe  other  indication  is  fulfilled  by  diluents,  acef- 
tcent,  acid,  and  auftere  remedies,  by  thofe  contain- 
iing  flour  in  their  compofition,  and  which  blunt  a- 
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crimony.  Sometimes  one,  fometlmes  another  re- 
medy ought  to  l)e  prudently  employed,  until  the 
whole  taint  of  the  blood  has  been  cleared  away. 
For,  as  Gorter  has  very  juftly  obferved,  “ The 
corrupted  fluids  can  neither  be  corrected,  nor  be 
all  expelled  at  the  fame  time ; and  when  retained  ^ 
they  degenerate  into  a worfe  kind  of  corruption. 
On  which  account  a moderate  evacuation  mult  M 
be  made  by  fome  convenient  pafTage,  while  w^e  S 
prevent  the  farther  progrefs  of  the  complaint  by  J 
means  of  antifeptics.”  But  there  is  no  occafion  1 
for  now  explaining  at  length  what  fubftances  3 
pofTefs  this  powder,  and  may  be  conveniently  em-  9 
ployed  in  this  cafe,  fince  we  have  already  faid  e-  ^ 
nough  on  that  fubjedl:  elfewhere.  \ 

J27.  But  in  the  malignant  fpecies,  when  the  1 
colliquation  exerts  its  violence  not  only  on  the  < 
fluids,  but  alfo  on  the  folids,  the  v 
‘bnger  is  more  Imminent,  nay,  | 

mdignant  ipe-  certain  death  threatens.  According,  , 
cies.  _ , 

however,  to  the  various  degrees  ot  • 
injury  which  the  folids  fuftain,  various  degrees  of  | 
violence  in  the  difeafe  and  danger  fucceed,  in  fo  4 
much  that  lome  have  luppofed  it  capable  of  aflii- 
ming  fuch  acceflory  phenomena,  as  to  refemble 
not  only  malignant  fever,  but  even  the  peftilen- 
tial  Ipccics,  and  that  of  the  mofl;  violent  kind. 
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^With  rcfpeft  to  the  cure,  it  is  cffcdcd  chiefly  by 
the  remedies  recommended  in  treat- 

, , . r • ..1  ♦ Cure  nearly  the 

ling  the  benign  ipecics,  with  this  iatne. 
nnly  difierence,  that  there  is  more 
Dccafion  for  antifeptic  acids,  and  the  belly 
nught  to  be  evacuated  with  more  caution.  For 
there  is  greater  danger  of  exciting  violent  eva- 
cuations on  the  flightefl:  occafion,  and  of  extin- 
guifliing  the  vital  power.  We  prevent  diften- 
fions  and  fpafms  of  the  nerves  by 
lofe  means  which  poflTefs  both  an 
anodyne  and  fubacid  power  ; for  in- 
Rance,  the  volatile  fait  of  amber,  and  its  fpirit  ; 
IHombcrg’s  fedative  fait ; fait  of  hartfhorn  and 
ivinegar  ; Hoffman’s  mineral  anodyne  ; the  fucci- 
mated  liquor  of  hartfliorn,  with  the  acid  predo- 
minating ; and  fo  forth.  But  if  the  fpafms  im- 
pede the  vital  ad;ions,  and  exhaufl; 

,,  . . . , When  cardiacs  are 

:the  patient,  it  is  ncceiiary  to  add  to  to  be  added  to 

■I  1 1 -r  r the  anodynes. 

iihe  anodynes  and  antifpafmodics 
’already  enumerated,  opiates,  as  laudanum,  the- 
^riaca,  diafeordium,  mithridatium,  and  the  like. 
JNor  will  camphor  then  be  improper,  particularly 
iBiflTolved  in  vinegar.  In  the  mean 
time  we  muff  not  omit  bland  injec-  cominued. 
tions,  to  gently  draw  off  the  fteces. 
lit  may  be  doubted  wdiether  it  would  be  proper 
to  employ  blifters,  left  they  might  tend  to  in- 
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creafe  the  clifTolution  of  the  fluids.  But  as  they 
may  draw  the  deleterious  power  of 
the  difeafe  to  the  furface,  they 
ought  not  to  be  wholly  omitted  ; 
cfpecially  when  both  the  vital  power  is  languid, 
flupor  and  coma  opprefs  the  patient,  and  the 
ftrength  is  intirely  exhaufted.  In 
Epifpaftics  ^ doubtful  cafe,  epifpaftics,  without 

cantharides,  will  be  fafer.  To  the  antifeptics  al- 
ready recommended  are  to  be  added, 

other  antifeptics.  acidulated  with  ^ 

fpirit  of  vitriol,  and  a faturated  infufion  of  arnica, 
to  which  much  efficacy  is  aferibed  by  Collins*. 

Stoll,  and  other  phyficians  of  Vienna. 
Bleeding,  when  general  bleeding  is  not  allowable, 
as  appears  ; and,  if  it  is  ever  admif- 
fible,  it  muH  be  at  the  very  beginning,  when  the 
exceffive  violence  and  heat  of  the  fever  may  not ; 

increafe  the  acrimony.  The  foo(J 
The  diet.  confifl:  of  rice,  oaten,  or 

barley  broth,  and  the  gruel  of  thefe,  veal  jelly, 
prepared  with  citron  acid,  cmulfions  of  the 
feeds  of  melons,  and  fweat  almonds,  oranps, 
acid  fruits,  pnincs,  ftrawberries,  cherries,  boiled 
pears,  and  vh.c  like.  For  the  drmk 
may  be  given  cold  water,  and,  when 
exceffive  colliquation  of  tl.c  fluids,  and  laxity  and 
atony  of  the  folids,  arc  prefent,  it  may  be  given 
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I even  ice-cold.  The  air  of  the  bed-chamber  fhould 
^ be  frequently  renewed,  and  incline 

^ . The  air. 

■ to  cold ; care  being  taken,  however, 
that  the  premature  checking  of  the  evacuations 
do  not  caufe  a fatal  metaftafis  to  the  internal  parts. 


.Although  this  may  not  feem  to  be  the  proper  place  for  inferting 
a Preface^  as  the  Author  pr  fixed  to  his  fecond  V ilume  the  follcnw- 
itig  ohfervations  concerning  the  exanthematic  febrile  difeafes^  the 
Tranfator  has  deemed  it  necejfary  not  to  omit  them. 


TO  THE  READER. 


The  following  Volume  comprehends  the  exan- 
thematic febrile  difeafes,  confifting  of  a particu- 
lar eruption,  generally  combined  with  fever,  which, 
however,  on  account  of  the  fever  being  neither 
eflential  to  their  formation^  nor  always  accompany- 
ing them,  I have  thought  proper  to  expunge  from  the 
clafs  of  fevers,  and  treat  of  them  apart.  But  what  I 
conlider  thefe  difeafes  principally  to  be,  will  appear 
from  the  index  of  the  chapters  annexed,  fince  I 
have  feparated  them  from  almofl;  innumerable  af- 
fedions  of  the  human  body,  and,  after  coUeding 

• voL.  ir.  u 


them  together,  have  explained  each  in  its  own  ,9 
place.  But  fuch  is  the  afhnity  fubfifting  among 
them,  that  it  muft  appear  perfectly  evident,  that  9 
they  are  connedled  together,  not  as  it  has  pleafed 
me  to  arrange  them,  but  in  their  own  intimate  na- 
ture,  without  the  exception  even  of  the  petechiae,  ■ 
wdiich  fome  modern  writers  intirely  rejeft  from  this 
dais  of  difeafes.  For,  in  the  petechial  difeafe,  aU  ■ 
moft  all  the  fymptoms  which  take  place  in  the  mi- 
liary  complaint,  likevvife  occur,  giving  rife  to  fuch  9 
a refemblance  between  them,  that  neither,  or  both  9 
of  them,  muft  be  confeffed  to  come  under  9 
head.  But  the  firft  never  can  be  alleged,  as  no  9 
one,  however  fligbtly  verfant  in  the  praaice  of  me-  9 
dicine,  would  take  upon  him  to  deny  that  the  mi-  9 
liary  eruption  is  a primary  or  eflential  difeafe,  with-  9 
out  being  defcrvedly  held  up  to  derifion.  As  the  9 
nature  then  of  both  difeales  is  the  fame,  and  no  9 
difference  exifts  between  them  but  in  the  form  and  9 
matter  of  the  eruption,  it  follows  that  they  both  9 
iuftly  claim  a rank  among  the  exanthematic  dtf- 9 
cafes,  of  which  we  are  about  to  treat.  hich  will  9 
appear  more  evidently,  it,  after  perufing  the  ^^^9 
chapter,  in  which  the  fymptoms  in  common  to  the  9 
clafs  are  enumerated,  the  obfervations  made  in  the  9 
fucceeding  ones  be  read  with  due  attention,  and  9 
without  prejudice.  I hope  that  the  farther  the  ftu-9 
dent  advances,  and  the  more  earneflly  he  ueighs9 
every  circumftance,  he  will  the  more  clearly  per-  ^ 
ceive  the  corrcfpondence  between  the  preceding 
and  fubfequent  parts  of  the  fubjea,  and  their  mu- 
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tual  dependence  upon  each  other.  It  will  appear, 
I doubt  not,  to  my  pupils,  as  a new  work,  as  I ufed 
to  touch  upon  it  but  lightly  in  my  public  ledlures, 
the  Ihortnefs  of  the  time  allotted  to  giving  a com- 
i plete  view  of  the  praftice  of  medicine  preventing 
j my  expatiating  on  the  fubjedt  at  greater  length.  It 
j is  now  proper  to  beftow  upon  each  of  them  fuch  a 
i difeuffion  as  I have  given  of  the  febrile  difeafes  in 
j the  firft  volume  of  this  work,  that  is,  as  full  and  ac- 
I curate  a one  as  poffible,  colledling  my  materials 
j from  all  quarters,  and,  in  controverted  points,  bring- 
I ing  in  my  own  opinion  as  reafon  or  experience 
j feemed  to  didlate.  I have  made  very  honourable 
j mention  of  the  authors  from  whom  I have  either  de- 
j rived  any  advantage,  or  by  whom  any  difeovery,  or 
i obfervation,  fandioned  by  experience,  has  been 
I brought  forward  ; — not  from  the  narrow  motive  of 
t acquiring  celebrity  by  an  oftentatious  difplay  of  my 
i learning,  as  is  too  commonly  the  pradice,  but  that 
i any  one  may  immediately  be  affured  that  what  he 
|i  finds  laid  down  or  recommended  by  me,  dees  not  reft 
^ on  my  own  authority  alone,  but  is  generally  the  difeo- 
very of  fome  one  of  my  eminent  predeceffors,  or,  if  it 
be  new,  he  may  know  by  whom  it  has  been  lately  ad- 
vanced. For  I have  always  confideredit  as  difgrace- 
ful,  and  much  beneath  a man  of  integrity,  to  follow 
the  example  of  thofe  who,  defirous  of  appearing  men 
of  extenhve  knowledge  and  obfervation,  make  no 
mention  of  the  fources  from  whence  they  have  derived 
their  information,  as  if  confeious  that  if  they  candid- 
ly acknowledged  their  obligations  to  others,  fcarcely 
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any  part  of  the  credit  would  remain  their  own. 

I have,  therefore,  deprived  no  man  of  the  merit  due 
to  him,  a piece  of  conduct  by  no  means  generally 
obferved,  thinking  it,  with  Celfus,  extremely  un- 
fair, either  to  rob  the  moderns  of  their  difcoveries, 
or  not  candidly  to  acknowledge  our  obligations  to 
the  ancients.  I have  occafionally  illulfrated  the 
fubjedt  both  by  examples  of  my  owm  and  thole  of 
others ; nor  have  I omitted  fometimes  the  lingular 
and  very  excentric  obfervations  ot  certain  authors, 
always  pointing  out  their  names,  that  the  ftudent 
might  not  be  ignorant  upon  whole  authority  he  re- 
lied. Nor  have  1 thought  proper  to  omit  the  men- 
tion of  certain  phenomena,  as  being  of  very  rare 
occurrence,  and  taken  notice  of  by  veiy  few  au- 
thors. For  what  one  perfon,  could  have  obferved, 
or  perfuade  himfelf  that  he  had  noticed,  all  the 
circumllances  conneded  with  fo  extenfive  a branch 
of  the  practice  of  medicine  ? In  the  annotations 
which  are  frequently  fubjoined  to  the  paragraphs,  I 
have  endeavoured  to  eltablilh  the  truth  of  certain 
fads  not  generally  known,  or  but  flightly  hinted  at 
in  the  text ; or  to  invalidate  certain  hypothetical 
opinions,  or  to  elucidate  and  adjull  occalional  con- 
troverlies.  Faltly,  with  a view  to  the  inllrudion  of 
my  pupils,  I have  taken  care  to  make  mention  of 
the  remarkable  treatifes  publidied  on  any  particular 
difeafe.  Thus  far  it  feemed  necellary  to  apprife  the 
reader,  previoufly  to  entering  upon  the  fubjed. 
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CHA  P T E R 1. 

»• 

qOKCEKXIKG 

/■ 

THE  EXANTHEMATIC  FEBRILE  DISEASES  * 

IN  GENERAL. 

I 

( 

I ' 

I.  The  word  exanthema^  fignifying  an  effior- 
I ejcence^  or  eruption^  is  derived  from  e^arSew,  effor- 
j efco^  or  erumpo.  It  is  properly  ap- 
I plied  by  phyficians  to  denote  the  mm”exfn°hema! 
j papulae,  or  puftules,  which  break 
! out  on  the  fkin,  and  are  raifed  above  it,  or  ren- 
i der  it  in  fome  meafure  unequal.  It  is  extended, 
however,  with  lefs  propriety,  and  in  a loofer 
j fenfe,  by  men  too  of  great  refpedability  'j',  to 
thofe  fpots  which  only  difcolour  and  deface  the 
fkin,  but,  being  perfedlly  plain,  do  not  raife  it, 
or  render  it  rough.  I hope,  then, 
that  no  one  will  obje£l  to  my  em-  w^ch^we^ufe'it. 
ploying  it  in  both  fenfes,  and  even 
in  a more  extenfive  one,  comprehending  by  it 
every  eruption  which  takes  place  on  the  furface 
of  the  body,  whether  prominent  or  fmooth, 
confined  or  extenfive,  fparfe  or  thick,  uni- 
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form  or  manifold,  provided  it  be  of  that  kind 
which, — on  account  of  its  generally  fucceeding  ^ 
fome  febrile  acceflion,  or  being  more  or  lefs  ac-  , 
companied  by  fever,  or  occafioning  it, — may  be 
named  febrile^  and  was  once  generally  included 
in  the  number  of  fevers. 

* Synonyms.  The  Febris  Eruptiva  of  Allen,  Synopf.  univ. 
■med.  § 219.  ed.  Fenet.  1762.  The  Febris  Exanthematka  of 
Authors,  and  Neifeld,  Rat.  med.  § 449.  fubfeft.  x.  Schacht. 
Injiit.  med.  praEl.  c.  xi.  p.  47.  The  Exanthemata  Febrilia  of 
Boerhaave  and  Van  Swieten,  Aph.  de  cog.  et  cur.  morb.  § 723. 
The  Phlegmafue  Exanthematka  of  Sauvages,  Nofol.  cl.  3.  ord.  l . 
The  Exanthemata  of  Sagar,  cl.  x.  ord.  i.  & 2.  • 

I Fernel.  Pathol.  1.  i.  c.  8.  1.  4.  c.  i8. — And  Van  Swieten  • 
on  the  aphorifms  of  Boerhaave,  to  § 723.  < 

2.  Before  entering  on  their  dilcufhon,  we 
mu  ft  call  to  mind  a very  neceffary  and  ufeful  ' 
diftinclion,  by  which  exanthema-  \ 

The  diftinftion  . ..  r r • 1 1 • . • 1 

into  primary  and  tic  diicafes  apc  dividcd  into  prima~  \ 

lecondary.  ejfcnttaly  as  they  are  called ; 

and  into  fecondary\  or  fuch  as  arc  not  cjfen- 
UaL  But  concerning  the  fecondary\  or  not  ejfential 
ones,  which  we  have  already  obfert^ed  belong 
more  properly  to  fevers  and  other  difeafes,  as 
acceffory,  or  accidental  fymptoms,  wc  liavc  al- 
ready fpoken  elfewhere  at  confiderable  length; 
and  have  not  improperly,  if  I am  not  much 
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i deceived,  referved  for  this  place  the  primary,  or  ef- 
‘ fential  ones,  fuch  as  fmall-poXy  mcajlesyfcarltt  fever y 
i the  nettle-rajhy  fometimes  the  miliary  eruptmi  and 
I petechia y very  frequently  eryfipelasy  and  fimilar 
j complaints.  Becaufe  thefe  exanthematic  difeafes, 
j however,  as  we  do  not  deny,  are  fometimes  prece- 
ded, fometimes  accompanied,  and  fometimes  only 
I fucceeded  by  fever,  which  I (hall  fliortly  (hew  ; 
I they  ought  on  that  account  to  have  been  called  fe- 
brile difeafeSy  not  fevers.  But  we  have  repeatedly 
pointed  out  the  reafon  why,  with  moft  of  the  an- 
cient as  well  as  modern  nofologifts,  we  feparated 
i them  from  fevers  properly  fo  called,  which  vras 
j done  efpecially  when  wx  treated  of  the  divifion  and 
I d'fperences  of  fevers  And  it  was  then  particu- 

! larly  obferved,  that  fometimes  the  fever  neither 
precedes  no  accompanies  them,  as  not  unfre- 
quently  happens  in  the  mildeft  kind  of  fmall- 
pox  f , in  eryfipelas  in  the  nettle-ralh,  in  pe- 
techise,  and  in  the  miliar)’-  eruption  jj.  It  was 
moreover  remarked,  that,  when  the  fever  has 
preceded,  on  the  eruption  becoming  complete, 
it  generally  ccafes,  or  is  certainly  much  dimi- 
nilhed,  while  the  eruption,  or  principal  com- 
plaint, continues,  and  performs  its  natural 
courfc,  until  it  arrives  at  the  ufual  period  of  its 
termination.  That  is  particularly  obfervable  iu 
fimple  and  mild  eryfipelas,  and  in  diilind;  and 

U4 


OF  COMPOUND  CONTINUED  FEVERS. 


31^ 

mild  fmall-pox,  in  which  the  fever  which  had 
preceded,  and  ceafed  on  the  eruption  appearing, 
does  not  return,  unlefs  a new  eruption  is  about  to 
take  place,  or  that  which  has  already  broken  out 
is  advancing  to  fuppuration. 

* Vol.  I.  § 5(5. 

f Cxf.  Marefcot.  TraB.  devarhl,  p.  19.  20,  I was  a pupil 
of  his,  when  he  was  far  advanced  in  life,  though  of  eafy  accefs, 
humane,  and  profoundly  learned  : he  mentions  four  cafes,  in 
which  the  fever  was  abfent,  one  from  Marcellus  Donatus,  ano- 
ther from  Philip  Ingraflia,  and  two  wliich  had  occured  to  hira- 
felf. 

:f  Meza,  Comp.  med.  praB.  Izic.’ l.  17* 

II  Depre  de  Lijley  Dljfert.fur  la  jievr  miliar,  de  fern,  en  coucht, 
p,  7.  and  1 8.  who  mentions  that  the  white  miliary  eruption  of 
lying-in  women  often  occurs  witliout  fever,  and  that  likewife 
the  mild  red  miliary  eruption  is  fcarcely  attended  wdtlt  any  fe- 
ver ; as  I myfelf  have  often  obferved.  But  more  of  this  in  its 
proper  place. 

3.  Add  to  this,  that  the  fever,  w^hen  it  is  con- 
joined with  tliefe  difeafes,  obferves  no  regular  or- 
der, and  no  uniform  type,  by  which 
^for  mating*^”  it  Can  in  general  be  referred  to  any 

them  apart.  particular  geuus.  For  it  fometimes 

afTumes  the  appearance  of  a continent,  fometimes 
of  a remitting  fever,  fometimes  that  of  an  ano- 
malous and  vague  fever,  fometimes  of  a periodi- 
cal intermittent ; and  this  laft  is  moft  fiequently 
obferved  in  the  petechial  and  miliary  eruptions,  in 
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nvhich  it  has  very  often  been  feen  at  firft  refem- 
Itbling  an  intermitting  tertian.  For  which  reafons, 
iTwe  thought  it  more  advifable,  immediately  after 
leenumerating  the  fevers,  to  treat  of  thcfe  difeafes 
liaapart,  as  in  their  nature,  progrefs,  and  fymp- 
ttoms,  in  no  fmall  degree  differing  from  the  for- 
jmer.  , 


The  fever  a con- 
trivance of  na- 
ture  to  free  the 
fyftciD  from  a no- 
xious principle. 


|j  4.  Therefore  the  fever  in  them  feems  to  be  a mo- 
|ttion,  more  or  lefs  neceffary,  excited 
^y  that  peculiar  heterogeneous  prin- 
ciple, which,  as  incapable  of  being 
pome  by  the  nerves,  heart,  and  ar- 
teries, ought  to  be  fecerned  by  all  the  fluids,  and 
^forced  out  to  the  fkin  ; and  nature  employs  that 
imotion,  when  the  natural  circulation  is  not  fuffi- 
:cient  of  itfelf  to  attempt,  as  it  were,  a critical 
Excretion;  the  effed  of  which  effort,  however, 
Dy  an  almoft  invariable  law  of  the  fyftem,  muft 


terminate  in  the  fldn  only,  whatever  be  the  caufe 
nf  this  Angular  and  uniform  phe- 

T-,  , • Nature  of  the  fc- 

nomenon.  But  11  the  noxious  explained. 

principle,  which  proved  irritating  to 
the  fyffem,  when  fecreted  by  the  febrile  motion, 
Ihould  fettle  intirely  upon  the  furface,  and  if  it  be 
not  of  a very  malignant  nature,  it  is  eafy  to  con- 
ceive that  the  fever  ought  to  ceafe.  On  the  other 
hand,  if  only  part  of  it  fliould  be  feparated,  and 
nature  continue  to  be  flill  irritated,  or,  if  the  poi- 
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Ibnous  and  deleterious  power  of  that  heteroge- 
neous principle  fhould  have  infcded  the  whole 
blood,  or  fhould  have  affimilated  a great  part  of 
it  to  itfelf,  it  iieceffarily  follows,  that  the  fever, 
even  after  the  eruption  of  puftules  takes  place, 
fliould  continue,  or  return  and  remit  at  irre-  ; 
gular  periods,  or,  according  as  the  virus  is  evol-  ■ 
ved,  extricated,  and  occafions  irritation,  fliould 
now  and  then  repeat  its  acceflions,  like  intermit- 
ting fevers,  and  expel  it  at  ftated  periods,  and 
not  depart  before  the  whole  niafs  of  humours  has 
been  intirely  purified  : as  will  hereafter  appear 
more  clearly,  when  we  come  to  treat  of  each  of 
thefe  eruptions. 

5.  But  as  the  terms  malignant  and  benign  are 

very  ffecjuently  employed  to  denote  the  differeni. 

nature  or  chara<aer  of  moft  difeafes. 

Another  divifion  , conflitute  a diftindioa 

of  them  into  J ^ 

mild  aud  maiig-  fmall  cciifequence  in  the 

exanthematic  difealcs,  we  cannot 
omit  another  very  proper  divifion  of  thefe  erup- 
tive complaints  into  benign  and  malignant.  Sau- 
vages  * confiders  thofe  eruptions  as 
Sauva^reVs  opi-  malicnant,  which,  with  flight 

nion.  o o , - , 1 

changes  of  the  pulie,  heat,  and 
urine,  come  on  infidioufly,  then  of  a hidden, 
.and,  contrary  to  expcaation,  mamfeft 
verer  fymptoms  than  could  have  been  dreaded 


OF  COMPOUND  CONTINUED  FEVERS. 


31^ 


Pcftilential. 


ifvoin  the  Hate  of  the  pulfe.  But  the  truth  is, 
ithat  other  diforders,  reckoned  malignant,  likewife 
jare  liable  to  the  fame  anomalous  phenomena. 
The  fame  author  diftinguilhes  from  tiie  mallg- 
mant,  thofe  in  which  the  piilfc,  urine,  and  heat, 
are  found  as  in  good  health,  fo  that  the  patients 
ilfcarcely  fcem  at  all  feverilh,  while  their  ftrength 
iis  extremely  reduced.  He  thought 
Improper  to  name  thefe  typbodc^  not  ^typ™odf  ones!^ 
^malignant.  Laftly,  of  the  maUgnant 
pr  typhode  ones  he  conftitutes  a third  divifion  of 
)d>eJUletitial  exanthemata,  namely,  fuch 
|uas  prevail  epidemically,  and  are  fo 
deleterious  that  they  prove  fatal  in  the  majority 
iof  cafes.  He  moreover  obferves,  that  a malignant 
differs  from  a fcvcre  (gravis)  difeafe,  on  account 
pf  the  latter  being  attended  with  feverer  fymp- 
toms,  eafily  explicable  by  mechanical,  evident, 
and  intelligible  caufes ; while  the  malignant  dil- 
eeafe  exhibits  fymptoms  rvhich  arife  from  hidden, 
poifonous,  putrid,  gangrenous,  and  colliquative 
.:aufes. 

* Nofol.  cl.  3 orJ.  I. 

6.  But,  in  my  opinion,  the  exanthemata,  dif- 
fmgulllied  by  Sauvages  into  malig- 
^ant  and  typbodc,  may  be  fufficientiy 
well  comprehended  under  the  fmglc 
term  malignant.  For  this  has  been  done  by  feve- 
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ral  others.  But  what  I mean  by  this  term,  and 
what  is'  riow  generally  underftood  by  it,  I took 
an  opportunity  of  explaining,  when  treating  of 
fevers,  fuppofing  thofe  to  be  malignant  “ which 
fteal  upon  the  patient  in  an  infidious  and  artful 
manner,  under  the  appearance  of  a mild  difeafe, 
immediately  reducing  the  ftrength,  without  any 
manifeft  caufe,  injuring  in  particular  the  action 
of  the  nerves  and  heart,  attended  with  fymptoms  < | 
of  an  unufual  kind,  repugnant  with  each  other,  t 
and  not  a little  foreign  from  the  nature  of  the  | 
fimple  and  pure  difeafe  I alfo  illuftrated  the  j 
fubje£l;  by  examples, ' that  nobody  might  allow  j 
himfelf  to  be  deceived  by  the  alRimed  appearance  | 
of  benignity.  And  thefe  marks  ought  to  be  un-  j 
derllood  as  of  the  fymptoms  of  malignity  in  gene-  i 
ral,  and  feem  to  belong  particularly  to  fevers  ! 
properly  fo  called.  And  although  they  may,  : 
and  do  happen,  alfo  in  exanthematic  difeafes,  fo  ; 
as  to  point  out  their  malignity  juft  now  ex-  | 
plained ; ftill  there  are  certain  other  marks,  as  it 
were,  peculiar  to  the  exanthemata,  by  the  pre- 
fence or  abfence  of  which,  with  moft  authors, 
we  are  led  to  judge  that  they  are  to  be  confidcred 
as  bertign  or  malignant ^ ufing  the  term  malignant 
in  a fenfe  fomewhat  different  from  the  common 
acceptation.  But  among  them  a chief  place  is  held 
by  the  fever  preceding  the  eruption.  In  the  benign 
exanthemata  it  is  either  intirely  wanting,  or,  if 
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tthere  be  any,  it  is  not  violent,  or  of  whatever 
Ikind  it  be,  immediately  on  the 

. , . , . . The  principal 

teruption  taking  place,  it  is  very  marks  taken 

, 1 from  the  fev. 

imuch  dimimihed  ; nay,  the  alarm- 
'iing  fymptoms  intirely  ceafing,with  them  the  fever 
ialfo  difappears.  On  the  other  hand,  in  the  ma- 
jllignant  eruption,  whatever  kind  of  fever  had 
jiprecedcd,  it  by  no  means,  as  in  the  others,  be- 
jocomes  mild  and  ceafes,  but  holds  on  ; nay,  though 
lit  may  have  been  moderate  before,  it  generally 
Ibecomes  worfe,  and  very  bad  fymptoms,  as  de- 
illirium,  anxiety,  tremors,  rigors,  fpafms,  convul- 
iffions,  lofs  of  ftrength,  &c.  fupervene. 

* Vol.  I.  par.  53.  and  the  notes  fubjoined  there. 


7.  But  with  regard  to  what  is  univerfally  faid 
jcof  the  fudden  lofs  of  ftrength,  as  a 

; . r 11  11  ^ remark  on  lofs 

ipathognomic  iign  ; although,  when  of  ftrength  as  a 

iiit  does  occur,  it  deferves  the  great  eft 

^attention,  it  docs  not  uniformly  happen  in  all  ma- 

jlllgnant  exanthematic  complaints.  For  I have 

iwery  often  been  furprifed  to  obferve  them  ex- 

^tremely  pernicious,  and  quickly  proving  fatal, 

pin  patients  whofe  ftrength  was  fuch  that  they 

:Ccould  get  out  of  bed  without  any  labour,  could 

Iftand,  walk,  pafs  their  ftools  ftanding,  and  eafily 

turn  themfelves  in  bed  on  both  fides,  like  people 

iin  health.  Hence  it  has  been  fhewn,  that  there 

iis  not  a more  uniform  and  certain  fymptom  of 
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malignity  and  danger  in  exanthematic  difeafes, 
than  the  continuance  or  aggrava- 
^ maUgluJ.  tion  of  the  fever  after  the  appear- 
ance of  the  eruption.  By  this 
mark,  then,  I ihould  wiih  the  malignant  exanthe- 
mata to  he  difhngiiillicd  from  the 

'n>orecxantIiema-  , 

tic  cliicafes  na-  benign  ; nor  have  I any  great  ot>- 

ined  bv  Sauv-i-  . . , . n i /• 

gss  ffrmft,  alfo  jeoiion  to  denominate  all  t]K>le  erup- 

maligfiant.  • -i. 

**  tive  complaints  malignant,  which 

Saiivages  names  fevere  (graves)  and  dangerous, 
and  v.'hich  by  others  are  commonly  called  malig- 
nant, with  regard  to  their  fymptoms  ; for  we 
liere  beg  leave  to  employ  the  term  mallgmty^ 
not  in  its  ftridt,  but  in  its  loofe  fenfe,  and  in  fome 
degree  without  precedent.  But  befides  the  be- 
nign and  malignant  exanthemata,  there  is  a third 
kind,  having  neither  intircly  the  benign  marks,  nor 
all  thofe  of  the  malignant  difeafe,  fo  as  to  leave  it 
very  doubtful  to  which  of  the  two  it  belongs. 

This  may  be  named  intermediate 
fpecics.  But  conccming  the  pejli- 
and  malignant,  exanthemata,  as  Sauvages  and 

others  under  this  name  comprehended  the  more 
pernicious  and  fatal  epidemic  exanthematic  difea- 
fes,  I need  make  no  comment  upon 
Tiic  pcfliieniiai  I fhall  Only  obferve,  that, 

fxanthemata  j i 

fomr times  I'po-  -^yj^en  they  are  fporadic,  and  arrive 

I id  re.  ' ^ . 

at  the  greateft  degree  of  malignity 
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Kind  danger,  this  name  is  fuitable  to  them,  as  I 
lhave  known  it  ufed  by  fome,  when  they  ap- 
proach in  a manner  more  nearly  to  the  plague  in 
Siercenefs  and  rapid  tendency  to  death. 

8.  Laftly,  the  third  divifion  of  thefe  eruptions 
i‘s  into  regular^  or  ordinary^  and  into 
\trregulary  or  anomalous.  1 he  liiit  divided  into  re. 

thefe  are  fuch  as  regularly  fuc-  Aguiar. 

::eed  to  a fever  of  the  ufual  length, 

and  which  go  through  their  ftages  attended  with 

Ilhe  ufual  and  peculiar  fymptoms.  The  fecond 
lire  thofe,  the  eruption  of  which  is  extremely 
lingering,  as  they  do  not  appear  until  after  a long 

iinomalous  fever,  protracted  beyond  the  ufual 
K)unds  feveral  days,  or  even  weeks,  and  are  at- 
jcended  with  unufual  fymptoms.  Such  irregular, 
[i)r  anomalous,  attacks  of  the  exanthemata,  are  ob- 
[c’erved  to  occur,  particularly  in  certain  epidemic 
ilifeafes,  although  they  are  not  wanting  occafion- 

tUly  in  fporadic  ones,  as  has  fometimes  been  ob- 
:*erved.  This  more  frequently  happens  in  meafles, 
'mall-pox,  and  the  miliary  eruption,  and  likewife 
[(.’ometimes  in  the  fcarlet  eruption,  and  feveral 
tfither  fpecies.  Hitherto  I have  been  fpeaking  of 
jlhe  principal  diftind;ions  of  the  exanthemata. 
!:t  remains  to  fay  fomething  of  the  pfognoftic 
marks  in  common  to  them.  For  there  are  cer- 
tain fymptoms  in  common  to  them  from  which 
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they  may  be  forefeen  before  they  break  out,  be-* 
fides  thofe  peculiar  to  each  particu- 
’’StcoS'Z  lar  fpccies,  which  (hall  be  men- 


to  the  exanthc-  fioncd  whcu  we  comc  to  treat  of 

mata. 

them  individually.  Many  fymp- 
toms  are  enumerated  by  Morton  which  occut 
fo  frequently  in  fmall-pox,  mcafles,  and  the  fcar-| 
let  eruption,  that  he  confiders  them  as  pathogno-.^ 
mic  marks  of  thefc  affeftions.  Such  are  “ weak,  j 
flow  pulfe  ; very  quick,  panting  refpiration  ; op-^ 
preflion  and  ftraitening  of  the  hypochondria ; i 
pale,  thin  urine,  or  at  leaft  (lightly  tinged  with  , 
rednefs,  or  turbid  ; a comatofe  affection  of  the  i 
brain,  or  obftinate  watching ; frequent  fubfultus  ■ 
tendinum  ; fometimes  manifeft  fpafms,  and  vio-i 
lent  delirium  ; heavinefs  of  the  eye-lids,  redneftfl 
of  the  eyes,  a painful  pricking  in  them,  and  in-^ 
voluntary  difcharge  of  tears,  fo  that  the  patient.’' 
opens  his  eyes,  or  views  the  light,  with  much  dif-s 
ficulty ; a forenefs  in  the  throat,  a whcezingj- 
hoarfenefs,  a conftantly  troublefome  and  very* 
violent  cough.”  It  mud  not  be  fuppofed,  how-,  j 
ever,  that  thefe  occur  all  at  the  fame  time,  or  that  | 
they  are  common  to  all  exanthematic  complaints* 
but  that  they  are  occafionally  wanting.  Thif 
ought  to  be  carefully  attended  to. 


Oper.  t.  2.  cxercit.  3.  cap.  3. 
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9.  But  of  all  the  marks,  the  moft  frequent  and 
iicommon  fign  is  aflerted  by  Allen, 

; . A more  invariable 

jlfrom  experience,  to  be,  great  op-  fign  mentioned 
\preJfion  at  the  breaji^  conjoined  with 
^anxiety  and  reftleflhefs,  which  however  differs  not 
ja  little  from  the  ftraitening  at  the  cheft  and  difficul- 
tly of  breathing  attending  peripneumony*.  For  it 
iis  principally  diftinguiffied  by  this,  that  it  is  not 
ieequally  conftant  and  uniform  as  in  peripneumony, 
Ibut  occafionally  remits,  and,  as  it  were,  ceafes, 
^though  it  returns  at  intervals,  and  is  aggravated 
jkwithout  any  manifeft  caufe  ; but,  if  the  difeafe  be 
ffienign  and  pure,  on  the  eruption  taking  place, 
Ht  difappears,  together  with  moft  of  the  other 
jifymptoms.  Nor  in  it  is  the  breath  perceived  to 
|be  warm,  at  leaft  not  fo  much  fo  as  in  peripneu- 
^onic  patients  ; nor  is  the  pulfe  hard,  as  is  the 
c:afe  in  the  inflammatory  complaints,  unlefs  the 
flifeafe  be  accidentally  combined  with  inflamma- 
iion.  It,  therefore,  feems  extremely  probable, 
that  that  anxiety  at  the  breaft  ought  to  be  derived 
irom  a convulfive  affedtion  of  the  diaphragm, 
jiungs,  and  mufcles  of  the  thorax,  or  from  irrita- 
tion of  the  epigaftrium  and  hypochondres,  occa- 
[Tioned  by  the  exanthematic  fomes  more  or  lefs 
[irritating  the  nerves  and  mufcular  fibres. 

s*  Symps.  miv.  med.  P.  i.  cap.  i.  § 219.  ed.  Vcnet.  1762. 

10.  Likewife  the  nature  of  the  pulfe  throws 

Voi..  If.  X 
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’no  fmall  light  on  the  fubje^t.  For  in  moft  pa- 
tients the  motion  of  the  arteries  is 
various,  that  at  dif- 
ferent times  it  docs  not  appear  to 
be  the  fame,  but  fometimes  quick,  fometimes 
flow,  fometimes  high,  fometimes  low,  and  oc- 
cafionally  irregular.  Therefore,  from  this  va- 
riety and  frequent  changing  of 
the  pulfe,  we  derive  the  greateft 
advantage  in  foretelling  the  latent 
difeafe.  Likewife  the  coma  vigll^  and  coma  fom- 
fioleTJtum,  are  of  the  fame  import, 
prefent  from  the  very  be- 
ginning in  thefe  difeafes  ; as  well 
as  watching,  and  a certain  unufual  and  infur- 
inountable  propenfity  to  remain  awake,  attended 
with  fome  degree  of  confufion  of  mind.  Nor 
ought  we  to  forget  the  naufea,  vo- 
miting,  and  effort  to  vomit,  which 
generally  trouble  the  patients  before; 
the  eruption,  and  prevent  their  either  eating  or 
drinking,  ending  on  the  appearance  of  the  erup- 
tion. But  if  pain  of  the  back  and 
“SS/pS-  joints,  and  a particular  feeling  of 
ing  eruption.  contufioii,  and  fraaurc,  be 

added  to  thefe  fymptoms  ; if  the  voice  becomes 
in  fome  meafure  tremulous,  and  the  hands,  on 
being  ftretched  out  and  moved,  feem  to  tremble. 
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Firft  Hage. 


the  exanthematic  nature  of  the  complaint  will 
appear  much  more  evident. 

1 1.  Having  delivered  this  brief  expofition  of  the 
nature,  diftin£tions,  and  fymptoms 
of  the  exanthemata  ; it  remains  to  period"’ 
make  a few  obfervations,  not  lefs  ne- 
ceffary  in  my  opinion  than  the  former  ones,  con- 
cerning the  periods,  by  which  their  whole  courfe 
is  diftinguilhed,  their  caufes  and  plan  of  cure. 
I fhall,  therefore,  commence  with  the  three 
periods  which  generally  take  place  in  eveiy 
one  of  the  exanthematic  difeafes.  The  firll  is 
that  preceding  the  eruption,  and 
in  feme  raeafure  paving  the  way  for 
it,  which  is  diftinguifhed  by  various  denomi- 
nations. By  fome  it  is  named  the  Jir^  period', 
by  others,  the  time  of  feparation  ; by  others,  the 
eruption  fever  ^ 01  febrile  fate ; and,  laftly,  fpeak- 
ing  of  fmall-pox,  or  fimilar  contagions,  it  is 
named  by  Boerhaave  the  contagious  Jlate^  or,  ac- 
cording to  others,  fimply  the  apparatus.  But  it 
is  of  little  moment  in  what  manner  we  denomi- 
nate this  period,  provided  we  underftand  by  it  that 
fpace  of  time  which  begins  from  the  firft  attack  of 
the  fever,  and  lafts  until  the  eruption  appears. 
On  the  eruption  appearing,  ano- 
ther ftage  commences,  called  that  of  , 
the  eruption.,  or  efflorefcence,  which  continues  till 

X 2 


Second  ftage. 
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the  eruption  appears  to  vaniih,  or  is  refolved, 
and  is  fucceeded  by  the  third  Jlage^ 
Third  ftage.  ^vhlch  the  name  of  exftccatioti^ 

dejquaincitiou ^ or  rcjotution^  according  to  the  nature 
of  exanthema,  is  given.  In  fmall- 

^ha^s  ibif'ii?gcs,  pox  the  third Jiage  is  that  in  which 
not  three.  puftulcs  are  inflamed,  and  un- 

dergo fuppuration ; and,  therefore,  that  flage  is 
named  by  fome  injiamTiiatory ^ or  fuppuratory. 
Hence  in  it  the  fourth  place  is  claimed  by 
the  exftccatlon^  or  lajl  period.  But  more  of  this 
wdien  we  come  to  treat  of  each  of  them  parti- 
cularly. 

12.  With  refpeft  to  the  caufes  ; thefe  feem  to 
be  manifold,  or  at  leaft  to  vary  not  a little  accor- 
ding to  the  diverfity  of  the  exanthe- 
mata,  and  the  patient’s  age,  tempera- 
ment, manner  of  life,  and  the  climate  : of  which 
we  fhall  fpeak  particularly  in  the  following  chap- 
ters. I hold  it  undoubted,  however,  that  in  thefe 
difeafes  fome  acrid  principle  (4.)  is  either  generated 
within  the  fyftem,  or  is  fecreted  on  the  furface, 
in  its  nature,  force,  and  effefts,  different  in  each 
of  them.  For,  in  fad,  although  in 
all  of  them  it  conftantly  proceeds 
to  the  fkin  and  teguments  of  the 
body,  yet  fometimes  one,  fometimes  another  feat 
is  occupied  by  it,  and  thus  a difference  in  the 


The  feat  va- 
rious. 
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I fhapc,  fize,  and  appearance  of  the  fpot  or  pu- 
^ ftule,  is  occafioned  in  each.  Thus  one  attacks  the 
j- cutaneous  veflels,  another  the  corpus  mucofum 
of  Malpighi,  another  the  cellular  fpaces  or  fol- 
licles ; one  gradually  inflames  the  whole  fkin, 

. another  fome  particular  part ; one  Ihews  itfelf 
iin  diffufed  fpots,  another  in  feparate  and  diftinfl: 

I ones ; one  breaks  out  thickly  fpread,  another 
I thinly.  This  one  occafions  minute  echyinofes, 
;as  it  were,  that  one  produces  puftules,  both  in 
(colour,  fize,  and  appearance,  almoft  fui  generis  ; 
tthis  one  forms  fmall  phlegmons,  or  blifters,  or 
jphlyftcense,  or  tubercles,  of  a particular  fhape, 
.'according  to  the  nature  and  fhape  of  each  (2.). 

13.  It  is  fcarcely  pofTible  to  lay  what  plan  of 
ttreatment  in  general  is  fuitable  in 
teach  of  the  exanthemata  (11.),  and 
ttheir  different  ftages.  Yet  there 
iare  ibme  general  precepts  by  which  we  are  in- 
lftru(51:ed  how  to  condu(^t  ourfelves.  In  any  cafe 
^where  the  prefence  of  the  exanthemata  is  fuf- 
|pe<^bed,  if  nature  attempts  the  feparation  of  the 
|moxious  and  heterogeneous  principle  neither  more 
Iwiolently  nor  languidly  than  is  proper,  it  is  better 
|tto  wait  and  lie  by  than  difturb  her  ^ operations. 
(Otherwife,  it  is  proper,  either  to  check  it  when 
iimmoderate,  or  excite  it  when  too  languid.  But 
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if  either  plethora,  or  dyfpepfy,  or  any  other  caufc  1 
occur  to  impede  or  derange  the  motions  of  nature,  j 
we  ought  immediately  to  have  recourfe  to  art.  . 
It  is  likewife  proper  to  counteract  the  acrimony  | 
by  medicines  calculated  for  the  purpofe,  left  it 
fhould  accelerate  the  fatal  termination.  We  muft 
alfo  guard  againft  all  thofe  things  which  check 
the  appearing  of  the  eruption,  or  may  fupprefs  it 
after  it  has  already  made  its  appearance,  other- 
wife  a moft  dangerous  metaftafis  may  take  place. 
Hence  we  muft  ufe  a moderately-diaphoretic  re- 
gimen, until  every  noxious  humour  has  been  ; 
completely  diflipated.  But  the  means  by  which  < 
thefe  things  are  to  be  effected,  and  the  cautions  | 
which  it  is  neceflary  to  obferve,  I ftiall  point  out  1 
particularly  when  treating  of  the  exanthemata  I 
about  to  be  mentioned.  It  cannot,  however,  be  \ 
too  much  inculcated,  that  calefacients,  alexiphar-  | 
macs,  and  too  acrid  and  irritating  means,  are  on  j 
the  whole  pernicious.  j 
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OF  ERYSIPELAS  *. 

14,  I ALREADY  fpoke  of  cryfipclas,  when 
II  was  fhewing;  in  a eeneral  and 

, . .ft  I**  what  it  differs 

Ibnef  manner  its  affinity  to  inflam-  from  actual  in- 

. , -r.  • ITT  r 1 flammation. 

imation  7.  But  it  diners  from  real 
Jinflammation  in  fuch  a manner  that  it  ought  ra- 
ither  to  be  called  vi  phlogofis.,  or  a fpurious  kind  of 
! inflammation  Here,  as  it  belongs  to  the  fe- 
brile exanthematic  complaints,  we  muft  treat  of 
it  fomewhat  more  fully,  as  a knowledge  of  its 
proper  treatment  is  a matter  of  no  lefs  confe- 
quence  to  medical  men,  than  that  of  fmall-pox, 
meafles,  and  the  miliary  eruption. 

♦ Synonyms.  The  Rofe  oi  Sennert,  Defebrib.  1.  2.  c.  15. 
The  Eryftpelatous  fever  of  Sydenham,  p.  1 74.  Of  De  Hacn, 
Febr.  diu.  vi.  ^Phe  Febris  er<jftpelacea  of  Hoffman,  Med,  fyji, 
t.  iv.  P.  I.  cap.  xiii. 

f Comment,  on  Infam.  par.  p. 

f;  Plainer,  Injlit.chirurg.  § 156.;  zndiCiXMcny  Injlit.  chirurg. 
med.  § 216. 

15.  By  this  name  is  denoted  a certain  rednefs, 
generally  a palilh  rofe-colour  ; more 

rarely  one  of  a purple,  or  livid  yel-  °\^ryifpei"s.°^ 
low  j fometimes  a blackifh  red, 
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which  fuddenly  attacks  the  furface  of  the  body 
here  and  there,  caufmg  a flight  elevation,  yet 
uniform  and  fmooth,  and  diffuflng  itfelf  ex- 
terlfively,  without  any  circumfcription  of  the 
fpace  it  occupies,  or  of  its  figure,  and  generally 
fpreading  rather  with  itching  or  heat,  than  great 
pain.  But  it  is  a peculiarity  of  the  complaint, 
that  on  being  comprelTed,  a white  mark  is  left 
in  the  part,  which,'^owever,  on  the  prefl'ure 
being  remov'ed,  foon  recovers  its  former  colour 
and  Ihiniiig  appearance. 

16.  ’True  and  legitimate  cryfipelas  occurs  when  it 
is  accompanied  by  all  the  marks  juft  now  enume- 
rated. On  the  other  hand,  when 
it  deviates  from  them,  it  is  named 
fpurious^  or  hajlard.  It  deviates  from 
the  true  nature  of  the  complaint  in  various  ways, 
but  in  particular  when  the  fkin  is  much  fwelled, 
and  becomes  fo  tenfe  and  red  that  it  does  not 
grow  white  on  being  preflTed,  or  the  fwelling  pe- 
netrates more  deeply,  and  affe<fts  the  parts  lying 
under  the  fkin  ; or  when  it  is  foft,  and  feems  to 
contain  a ferous  fluid,  in  confeqiience  of  which  it 
is  rendered  redder  and  more  tenfe,  and  eafily  re- 
tains the  imprelfion.  That  which 

The  plileannonic,  ,1.1  r 

oedematouS)  and  t£lkcS  pl3.C6  111  tnC  tWO  lOmicr  WO-ys 

fcirrhousfpecies.  g^^^^ally  named  phlegmonic  ; 

while  that  occurring  in  the  latter  way  is  called 
cedematous*.  To  thefe  kinds  is  added  the 
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rbous  Ipecies,  or  that  which  fhews  the  hardnefs  of 
a fcirrhus.  But  it  is  improperly  fo  named  j for  it 
either  very  far  removed  from  fcirrhus,  or  ob- 
tains this  name  in  confequence  of  lupervening  on 
it ; unlefs,  along  with  Platner  we  name  that 
kind  fclrrhous  which  has  greater  hardnefs  than 
ihe  others. 


Simple  cryfipelas. 


* L.  C.  § 158. 

17.  But  if  the  rednefs  (15.)  be  always  confined 
[CO  the  fame  fpot,  without  paffing  to 

, . . r j l "t'he  fixed  and 

imother,  it  is  named  Jixea  erjjipelas-  fpreading  kinds. 

und  it  is  called  fpreading  when  it 

proceeds  to  different  parts.  Surgeons  alfo  name 

ilhat  fpecies  fniple^  which  is  attended 

iwvith  no  fevere  or  dangerous  fymp- 

{com  ; and  complicated^  when,  on  the  contrary,  it 

i«s  livid  in  any  part,  becomes  black  and  gangre- 

inous  ; in  which  cafe  it  is  like  wife 

I ,,  , , j ~ j Caibunculous 

ipalled  carbunculojum  and  gangrenous  and  gangrenous 

although  the  former  would  be  bet- 

leer  named  benign,  and  the  latter  malignant.  Some, 

again,  place  among  its  varieties  the 

imootb  and  equal  kind,  when  it  has  no  guia^  cryfipelas. 

nuftules  or  veficles  ; and,  on  the  o- 

;l.her  hand,  it  obtains  the  name  of  tuberculous , rough , 

tbufulous  or  miliary,  veficular  or  blijicred,  when  it  is 

attended  with  tubercles,  puftules,  or  blifters.  But 

luch  diftindiions  feein  almoft  ufelefs  and  fuper- 
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fluous  to  thofe  who  diftinguifh  the  complaint  into 
benign  or  complicated ; or  by  whom 
they  are  confidered  as  being  only 
adapted  to  denote  its  different  ftages 
and  various  degrees  of  feverity.  . 

18.  For,  according  to  the  various  ftages  | 
through  which  it  paffes  in  its  courfe,  its  appear-  £ 
ance  alfo  differs.  At  firft  it  is  in  f 
general  moderately  red,  occupies  a t 
fmall  fpace,  and  is  attended  with  S 
flight  tenfion,  itching,  and  pain.  During  the  a 
increafe  of  the  difeafe,  it  becomes  of  a deeper  fl 
red,  is  more  extenfively  diffufed,  and  at  the  famc.|| 
time  affects  the  patient  with  greater  heat,  ten-  3 
flon,  and  pain.  At  the  height  of  the  complaint  j 
all  thefe  fymptoms  continue,  and  the  fkin  very  : 
frequently  becomes  rough  with  fmall  tubercles  or  > 
buffers.  As  the  complaint  is  going  off,  the  red-' 
nefs  at  length  diflippears,  the  Ikin  becomes^ 
fmooth,  and  thus,  the  fcarf-lkin  becoming  dry,^ 
and  falling  off  in  fcales,  the  complaint  is  re*i 
folved  ; or,  on  the  other  hand,  terminates  in  fup- ; 
puration  or  gangrene  * : although  it  is  a very 
rare  occurrence  for  erylipelas  to  terminate  in  fup-;.' 
puration,  unlefs  it  may  have  been  of  the  phlegmon. ' 
nic  kind.  But  when  gangrene  fupervenes,  very  fre- 
quently its  courfe  is  more  rapid,  and  generally  fome 
vitiation  of  the  fluids  promotes  its  tendency  that 
way.  Sometimes,  after  the  difeafe  has  been  di 
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lufled,  the  part  it  occupied  remains  affected  with 
i.  watery,  white,  and  foft  tumour,  which  happens 
m particular  when  the  erylipelas  has  been  of  the 
edematous  kind  ; or  the  ikin,  when  the  conge- 
ftion  has  been  completely  difculTed,  becomes  hard, 
and  rigid,  which  is  the  fourth  termination  the 
liifeafe  has  ; although  that  very  feldom  takes 
>3lace. 

* Aftruc,  TraSl.  de  tumor.  1.  2.  c.  i. 

19.  But  it  feems  to  be  attended  with  much 
more  utility  to  divide  eryfipelas  into 
idwpatbtCf  accidental.,  and  Jymptoma-  ufefui  divifion. 
!tic ; as  fuch  a divifion  not  only  dif- 
linguiflies  its  origin  and  nature,  but  contributes 
much  to  a proper  method  of  cure.  The  prima- 
rry,  idiopathic,  or  eifential  fpecies  of  the  difeafe, 
Ibreaks  out  fpontaneoufly,  and  without  being  pre- 
ceded by  any  other  difeafe,  and  proceeds  from  a 
[peculiar  caufe  which  is  generated  within  the  fy- 
(ftem,  and  inherent  in  the  fluids.  The  accidental 
{fpecies,  again,  is  defined  to  be  that  which  does 
mot  proceed  from  an  internal  taint  of  the  blood, 
(or  from  vitiation  of  any  of  the  fluids,  but  from  a 
imanifeft  and  external  caufe,  or  rather  is  excited 
Iby  it;  as  from  the  fun’s  heat,  extreme  cold, 
1 burning,  the  application  of  acrids,  pundure,  la- 
ceration, &c.  although,  to  tell  the  truth,  I do  not 
Qonfider  it  as  inconfiflent  with  reafon  to  fuppofe, 
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that  in  tliefe  cafes  alfo  there  is  generally  fomcthing 
which  bears  an  affinity  to  a predifpofing  caufe. 
Laftly,  the  fymptomatic  fpecies  depends  on  another 
difeafe,  as  w^hen  it  fupervenes  on  wounds,  luxa- 
tions, or  fractures,  ulcers,  or  acute  fevers,  malig- 
nant angina,  fcurvey,  dropfy,  and  oedematous 
fwellings 

* To  this  genus  is  referred  by  Callifen,  {Injlit.  chirurg.  mid,  ; 
p.  72.),  phlegmonic y cedematmSy  fcirrhcuSy  herpeticy  and  other  | 

fpecies  of  eryfipelas,  which,  as  I have  already  obferved,  arc  ^ 
referred  by  others  to  the  fpurious  kind.  The  fpecies  which  \ 
others  refer  to  the  fpurious  ersjipelasy  and  Callifen  to  the^«^  ^ 
iomaticy  Gorter  ( Chirurg.  repurg.  1.  x.  c.  iv.  §.  1422.)  thinks  |; 
ought  to  be  ranked  under  the  head  of  er-^ipelas  compojttumy  as  | 
they  are  compofed  of  a double,  or  manifold  difeafe. 

20.  But  eryfipelas,  according  as  it  happens  to  ^ 
be  of  this  or  that  fpecies,  is  either  preceded  P 
or  accompanied,  or  followed  by 

^ ver  iu  it"’'  fever  as  is  proven  by  every  g 
day’s  experience.  It  likewife  fome- 
times  happens,  that,  when  the  complaint  is  ^ 
very  flight,  as  the  accidental  one  generally  proves 
to  be,  it  is  altogether  abfent  from  it  t-  The  tdto-  || 
pathic  kind  is  almoft  always  preceded  by  fever, 
which  oftener  accompanies,  or  fucceeds  xhe/ymp-  f ; 
tomatlc  and  accidental  fpecies,  if  they  happen  to  be  •,  • 
fomewhat  fevere.  But  when  it  is 
'aiTr'e7uT  the  forerunner  of  an  eruption,  it 
begins  and  proceeds  in  nearly  the 
following  manner : At  firfl:  the  patient  is  fud- 
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idcnly  aiTedted  with  cold,  iliivering,  and  remark- 
;aable  rigor,  fliaking  the  whole  body  for  fome 
ilhours,  with  a finall,  frequent,  contracted  pulfe, 
plaflitude,  lofs  of  ftrength,  a very  troublefome 
[vweight  about  the  fcrohiculus  cordis^  gaftrodynia, 
Imaufea,  an  inclination  to  vomit,  nay  vomiting,  not 
jconly  oi  the  ingefta,  but  likewife  of  yellow  bile ; 
ffometimes  however  without  vomiting.  By  degrees, 

I the  trembling  and  rigor  fubfidc  ; the  cold  is  fuc- 
:eeded  by  excelTive  heat,  and  the  palenefs  of  the 
{Face  by  fiufhing  ; there  are  prefent  intenfe  thirft, 
iunxiety,  difficulty  of  breathing,  panting,  a great 
inropenfity  to  deep,  with  a high  pulfe,  often  a 

teat,  violent,  hard,  frequent  one,  perturbation  of 
ind,  fometimes  delirium,  imperfect  fpeech,  as 
|iappens  in  flight  paralyfis  of  the  tongue.  The  fe- 
iver  is  thus  protracted,  either  always  increafmg,like 
the  epacmajiica^  or  like  the  homotana^  or  acmajlicay 
))bferving  the  fame  degree,  or  occafionally  being 
Aggravated  with  new  acceffions,  until  the  eryfipc- 
jas  appear  intirely.  Shortly,  however,  it  breaks  out 
rowards  the  evening  of  the  firfl  day,  or,  as  more 
frequently  happens,  of  the  fecond.  It  fometimes 
(hews  itfelf  at  the  commencement  of  the  fever ; 
tt  other  times  on  the  third  or  fourth  day  f only, 
which  is  a more  uncommon  occurrence ; it  appears 
n fome  part  of  the  body,  which  often  is  firfl  af- 
“Cled  with  fome  pain,  and  is  diflinguifhed  by 
^le  appearance  of  a fhining  red  colour,  which,  e- 
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fpecially  when  the  eiyfipelas  is  about  to  break  otit 
in  the  face,  according  toLe  Roy  H,  is  feen  about 
the  nofe. 

* Hlppocrat.  Epld.  1.  3.  and  Galen,  Comment.  3.  on  the 
fame,  n.  27.  p.  364.  in  i2mo.  edit,  where  the  following 
words  of  Hippocrates  are  to  be  found  : “ In  many  fevers^^ 

both  before  and  after  the  fever,  eryfipelas  took  place.” 

•j-  Meza,  (Compend.  med.  praEi.  fafc.  i.  c.  xvii.  I5<5.), 
where  he  obferves,  “ fometimes  eryfipelas  arifes  without  any 
fever,”  &c.  Richa  aflerts  the  fame  thing,  {Conji.  epid.  Taur. 

alter.  8. 

X Van  Swieten,  § 593.  on  Boerhaavc,  mentions  « his  havin|| 
fccn  eryfipelas  break  out  in  a woman’s  arm  on  the  fifth  day  ol 
the  fever,”  &c.  I myfelf  have  alfo  more  than  once  had  an 
opportunity  of  obferving  fuch  a flow  eruption  of  eryfipelas  in 
the  legs. 

11  Melang.  p.  164. 

21.  So  foon,  then,  as  the  rednefs  appears  on 
the  fkin,  if  the  complaint  is  to  turn  out  mild,  the 
fever  likewife  begins  to  fubfide  fomewhat,  and  is 
gradually  leffaned  as  the  eryfipelas  is  forced  out, 
difappearing  along  with  the  fleep,  delirium, 
vomiting,  and  other  fymptoms.  But  if  a more 
levere  complaint  is  lurking  in  the  fyftem,  or  its^ 
whole  force  has  not  been  carried  to  the  furfac^^ 
after  a (light  and  (hort  remilTion,  tlie  fever  recui^ 
•and  new  matter  being  propelled  to  the  furface,  it  ■ 
again  becomes  mild,  and  is  lefolvcd,  the  fwcaL 
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ifflowlng  In  the  mean  time,  and  thick  urine,  depo- 
liTiting  a fediment,  being  pafled 

. . When  and  why 

Iror  It  IS  a very  rare  occurrence  that  the  feverUpro- 
tthe  fever  is  prolonged  beyond  the 
(complete  eruption  of  the  eryfipelas,  unlefs  it  be 
(of  the  phlegmonic^  malignant^  or  gangrenous  kind, 
iln  the  former  cafe,  when  the  tumour  is  deeper 
ifeated,  and  does  not  gi-ow  white  on  being  preffed, 
sand  is  harder  in  confequence  of  the  congeftion 
(of  blood,  refolution  can  fcarcely  be  expelled  ; 
rand  it  therefore  remains,  that,  in  confequence 
of  the  inflammation  being  protraifted,  and  flowly 
fformed  into  an  abfcefs,  the  fever  ought  to  be  pro- 
ttra(fted  like  a fymptom.  In  the 

. A fymptom  of  fu- 

(otlier,  again,  gangrene  having  be-  ture  fuppuration 

^n,  and  the  deleterious  matter 

{paflTing  back  into  the  blood,  it  is  no  wonder  that 

tthe  fever  fliould  not  ceafe  but  with  life.  But 

iwhen  the  fever  has  regularly  difappeared,  the 

|irednefs  and  pain  of  the  part  remain,  but  gra- 

kdually  fubfide,  till  at  length,  on  the  feventh  or 

;!  ninth  day,  they  altogether  difappear,  a furfura- 

aceous  defquammation  of  the  fcarf-lkin  afterwards 

’ttaking  place.  In  the  epidemic  ery- 

ipelas  which  Richa  ']'  obferved,  an.  ^thTery«peia°.^ 

jiiy-ii,  at  Turin,  frequently  the  fwell- 

p.ing  of  the  face,  or  fome  other  part  affec^fed  with  the 

[(complaint,  beginning  to  fubflde,  the  bowels  were 

itdifordered,  and  a gentle  diarrhoea  fuccecding,  the 


OF  ERYSIPELAS. 


336 

complaint  was  refolved  within  a very  few  days. 

In  not  a few  cafes,  at  the  beginning  of  the  com- 
plaint, blood  flowing  from  the  nole  reftored  the 
health.  But  the  hemorrhage  was  preceded  by 
hardnefs,  pain,  and  fwelling  of  the  hypochondria,  _ 
intenfe  headach,  or  rednefs  of  the  eyes,  or  tinni-  | 
tus  aurium. 

* Plainer,  1.  c.  § 157.  f P-  ; 

22.  Almoft  every  part  of  the  body  is  liable  to  | 
eryfipelas,  but  efpecially  the  head,  neck,  arms,  ^ 
and  legs,  particularly  to  the  idiopathic  kind.  ^ 
When  the  head  is  aflbaed  with  it,  it  frequently  | 
fpreads  over  the  forehead,  eye-brows,  nofe,  face,  | 
hairy  fcalp,  and  neck  j and  the  parts  are  at-  .j 
tacked  with  violent  and  lancinating  pains.  Nay,  \ 
they  fometimes  become  cnormouflyfwelled,fothat  ' 
the  feat  of  the  difeafe  then  appears  deeper,  and  the  ^ 
fkin  itfelf  becomes  rough  with  puftules  and  ve- 
ficles.  If  it  begins  from  one  or  other  ear,  it  firft 
excites  great  pain  in  the  neighbouring  parts,  and 
then  fpreads  to  others  ; and,  when  it  has  reached 
the  palpebroc,  they  become  fo  inflamed  with  an 
oedematous  tumour,  as  nearly  to  conceal  the  ^ 
eyes  from  view.  Sometimes,  while  it  now  feems 
to  be  deferring  its  former  fituation,  making  a new 
attack  as  it  were,  it  fuddenly  falls  upon  the 
hairy  fcalp.  Frequently  the  complaint  prevails 
almoft  epidemically,  at  certain  times  of  the  year, 
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l^aas  was  formerly  remarked  by  Hippocrates  But 
: \wherever  it  fettles,  it  is  attended  with  nearly  the 
lifaine  fymptoms  which  I have  already  defcribed, 
laand  proceeds  to  its  height,  remits  and  departs  in 
ithe  fame  manner.  If  there  be  any  difference,  it 
liintirely  confifts  in  the  greater  or  leffer  injury  fuf- 
ttained  by  the  fund;ions  peculiar  to  any  part.  It 
imuft  alfo  be  carefully  remembered,  that  from  fre- 
iquent  obfervation  it  has  appeared,  if  eryfipelas 
Ibe  about  to  affed:  the  lower  joints,  that  the  con- 
iglobate  glands  of  the  thigh,  fituate  near  the  cru- 
rral  veffels,  before  the  inflammation  appears,  are 
^generally  affeded  with  flight  pain  and  fwelling  ; 
nvhile  the  axillary  and  cervical  ones  become  af- 
tfeded,  if  the  complaint  threatens  to  attack  the 
carms,  or  upper  parts  of  the  body  f. 

* Lib.  3.  epid.  text.  29.  where  he  fays,  “ In  the  fpring,  a great 
anany  were  attacked  with  eryfipelas,  which  lafted  during  the 
ifummer,  till  the  commencement  of  autumn.” 

f I fuppofe  every  body  knows,  that  pain  of  the  Ikin,  laccra- 
ttion,  excoriation,  rednefs,  inflammation,  ulcers,  puftules,  and  o- 
tther  cutaneous  diforders,  are  fucceeded  by  fwellings  of  the  lym- 
rphatic  glands,  which  correfpond  with  the  afFefted  limb,  and  are 
iPplaced  above  the  parts  firft  affefted.  Thofe  who  know  the  begin- 
iming  and  courfe  of  the  lymphatic  veins  arc  generally  of  opinion, 
tthat  fome  pus,  ichor,  or  other  noxious  fluid,  is  abforbed  by  the 
llymphatic  veins,  and  carried  to  the  conglobate  glands,  to  which 
tthey  lead,occafioning  the  fwelling  and  painin  them:  and  they  are 
’ccertainly  in  the  right.  But  when  the  glands  fwell,  and  are  pain- 
ted, before  a fluid  can  be  fupplied  from  any  part,  from  whence 
stcan  the  fwelling  and  pain  be  derived  ? Do  the  arteries  carry  any 
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thing  into  the  glands,  before  it  reaches  the  flcin,  by  which  they 
are  made  to  fwell  ? Is  irritation  of  the  nerves  and  lympliatica 
alone  fufficient  ? The  veflels,  which  are  truly  lymphatic,  are  fo 
irritable,  according  to  Hewfon  ( Defeript.  of  lymphat.  fjft.),  that 
by  mere  irritation  they  are  rendered  red,  inflamed,  and  as  tenfc 
as  a cord. 

23.  All  authors,  both  ancient  and  modern,  a- 
gree  that  the  furface  of  the  fkin  is  the  feat  of  j 
eryfipelas.  And  this,  they  fay,  appears,  i.  Be-  1 
caufe  the  fkin,  when  examined,  and  torn  from  j 
the  fatty  matter  lying  below  it,  is  difeovered  to  i 
contain  the  whole  difeafe  ; nor  is  any  other  part 
found  fwelled,  pained,  or  tenfe,  at  leaft  in  the  ge-  i 
nuine  and  fimple  eryfipelas.  2.  Becaufe,  on  gan-  - 
grene  fupervening,  it  affedfs  the  furface  of  the  fkin 
merely  ; nor  does  it  penetrate  deeper,  at  leaft  at 
firft.  3.Becaufe  the  rednefs  difappears  on  preflure*. 
But  what  part  of  the  fkin  is  affedted  in  particular, ; 
is  not  equally  evident.  For  fome  fuppofe  the 
affedion  to  exift  in  the  minute  fuperficial  veflels,  , 
impervious  to  the  blood  ; others  in  the  capillary  ^ 
vefTels,  through  which  the  very  fine  halitus,  va-  ^ 
pour,  or  fweat  efcapes  ; others  in  the  glands,  or  fe-  ^ 
baceous  follicles  ; others  in  the  rete  mucofum  of  : 
Malpighi,  and  fo  forth  f.  But  we  can  fcarcely  fup-  ^ 
pofe  the  difeafe  to  exift  in  one  of  thefe  parts  with- 
out the  others  being  aflfeded  by  confent ; fuch 
is  their  intimate  connedion  and  complication. 
Therefore,  if  a perfon  pronounced  both  the  red  and 
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lithe  colourlefs  veffels,  and  the  cellular  membrane 
j<of  the  Ikin,  and  the  rete  mucofum,  to  be  afFeded, 
jlhe  would  approach  nearer  to  the  truth.  For  how 
|(can  it  happen,  that,  in  confequence  of  preflure,  the 
iired  Ihould  readily  difappear,  that  it  fhould  often 
(change  its  place,  occafion  phlydsense,  or  re- 
Ifemble  an  cedematous  fwelling,  unlefs  the  cellular 
imembrane,  and  the  rete  mucofum,  by  which  the 
(epidermis  is  conneded  with  the  cutis  vera,  were 
lalfeded  ? 

* Aftnic.Lc.  f.  Callifen,  I.  c.  p.  71.  Platner,  § 160. 
^Aftruc.  1.  c.  Gorter.  1.  c.  § 1423. 

24.  Moreover,  the  pale  and  yellowiih  red  colour, 
wanifhing  on  prefTure  ; the  itching ; acrid  heat ; 
tthe  pain,  which  is  rather  pungent 
tthan  ftounding  ; the  difeafe  readily 
ifhifting  its  fituation  ; the  rifing  of 
tblifters,  fuch  as  are  occafioned  by  fire  ; and  the 
(florid , frothy  blood,  fcarcely  cohering;  all  of  which 
ffymptoms  occur  generally  in  the  genuine  and 
[primary  erj^fipelas,  if  I miftake  not,  fufficiently 
(evince  that  its  proximate  caufe  is  dipblogojis,  caufed 
iby  fome  thin,  warm,  acrid  humour,  very  like  that 
ccalled  by  the  ancients  the  bilious  part  of  the  blood, 
^generated  by  fome  means  internally,  affeding 
[liirft  the  nervous  fyftem,  and  next  the  head  and  ar- 
itteries,  in  confequence  of  the  febrile  motion  gra- 
!(dually  feparating  from  the  other  fluids,  and  forced 
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out  to  fome  part  of  the  fkin,  or  primarily  fixed 
there,  irritating  and  inflaming  particularly  the 
part  where  it  lurks.  And  that  it  is  fo  in  fa€t, 
Platner  * concludes  from  its  never  being  con- 
coaled  like  the  blood  in  true  inflammation,  nor 
being  converted  into  laudable  pus,  but,  unlefs  it 
be  diffipated,  being  rather  changed  into  fanies,  cor-  : 
roding  the  fkin,  and  occafioning  bad  ulcers.  ( 
* L.  c.  § i6o.  Likewife  Gorter.  Chirurg,  1.  x.  c.  iv.  § 1429,  ^ 

1431-  1 

25.  But,  if  a congeftion  of  that  fluid  occurs  ; 
with  abundance  of  ferum,  or  with  a quantity  of : 
coagulated  blood,  it  will  give  rife  to  eryfipelas, " 
not  of  the  fimple  and  genuine  kind,  but  of  the  -? 
adematous  and  phlegmonic  fpecies.  And  the  j 
fcirrhous  kind  will  take  place,  if  the  cellular  mem-  j: 
brane  and  capillary  veffels  are  filled  with  fome  ' 
fluggifh  matter,  caufing  a degree  of  rigidity  in  . 
the  fkin.  But  when  the  acrimony  of  the  fluid 
has  acquired  fuch  force  as  to  deprive  the  nerves  of|; 
their  fenfibility,  and  the  veffels  and  fibres  of  their  j 
irritability,  and  to  deftroy  them,  as  it  were,  with  a 
poifonous  power,  malignant  2X\di  gangrenous  eryfi-s 
pelas  will  be  the  confequence.  Others  derive  it 
from  fuch  a congeftion  of  the  fluid  occurring, 
that  the  circulation  in  the  part  is  intirely  flopped 
by  it ; which,  I do  not  deny,  may  occafionally 
happen  from  fuch  a caufe. 
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26.  But  there  are  many  kinds  of  caufes,  which 
neither  prepare  this  humour  (ij.),  or 

^ . j , ...  The  more  remote 

« create,  or  excite  it,  and  throw  it  into  caufes. 
imotion,  or  call  it  out  to  the  furface, 

I or  fix  it  fomewhere,  or  occafion  its  evolution. 
’Thefe  are  alfo  called  remote,  or  predifpofing, 

• or  are  partly  inherent  in  the  body  itfelf,  and 
ipartly  applied  to  it  externally.  The  chief  of 
ithem  are  reckoned  to  be  the  fanguine,  or  chole- 
iric,  temperament ; a corpulent,  or  cachetic  ha- 
Ibit ; bad-conditioned  fluids  ; various  acrimonies, 

] particularly  any  oily,  fat,  and  rancid  one,  both 
Iby  itfelf  and  combined  with  the  excrementitious 
I matter  of  the  other  fluids  of  the  body  * ; indi- 
igeftion,  efpecially  proceeding  from  bile  j abun- 
) dance  or  agitation  of  the  bile  itfelf  j* ; fuppreflion 
I of  the  menfes,  piles,  or  any  ufual  evacuation  of 
1 blood,  and  of  the  infenfible  perfpiration  ; meta- 
iftafes  ; feurvy  ; dropfy  ; oedematous  fwellings  of 
I the  legs;  feirrhus  ; cancer;  ulcers;  acrid  things 
ji  taken  into,  or  applied  to  the  body  ; the  abufe  of 
I fpirits  ; immoderate  exercife,  dilTolving  the  fat 
: and  raifing  the  acrimony  in  the  fluids  ; rough 
‘.friftion  ; the  heat  of  the  fire  or  fun  ; any  kind  of 
: irritation  of  the  fibres  of  the  Ikin,  both  from  an 
internal  caufe,  as  acrid  lymph,  and  from  an  ex- 
ternal one,  as  violent  compreflion,  or  pundture ; 
luxations  ; wounds  ; epifpaftics  ; the  bites  of  in- 
1 feds ; the  application  of  a cold  or  warm  body  J ; 
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violent  emotions  of  mind,  particularly  rage  and 
terror  ||  ; by  which  eryfipelas  is  not  only  exci-. 
ted,  but  even  occafionally  returns,  as  it  were  pe- 
"'riodically  ; when  it  is  periodical. 

* Plainer,  1.  c.  § i6o.  f Van  Swiet.  Com.  $ 723.  f Nico- 
las,  Manuel  du  Jeun.  chirurg.  p.  343.  ||  Piatner,  1.  c.  § 159, 

Callifen,  1.  c.  p.  71.  , 


A 


THE  PROGNOSIS. 

27.  Eryfipelas  is  generally  efteemed  to  be  a 
complaint  of  little  confequence  j but  although  it 
be  often  harmlefs  and  falutary,  and  terminate  fa- 
vourably, it  is  not  always  free  from  danger,  nor 
to  be  treated  altogether  lightly.  Nay,  Hoffman  * 
does  not  hefitate  to  compare  it  In  many  of  its 
fymptoms,  and  in  its  pernicious  nature,  to  the 
peftilential  fever  itfelf.  The  fimple,  benign, 
fixed,  and  accidental  fpecies,  and  fometimes  the 
fymptomatic  one,  is  attended  with  lefs  danger 
than  that  which  is  combined,  malignant,  fpread-  ; 
ing,  and  primary.  That  which  attacks  the  head,  : 
face,  eye-lids,  or  neck,  is  generally  efteemed  to  be  1 
bad  ■j*  ; for  generally  the  firft  is  more  fevere,  ! 
and  fometimes  affeds  the  brain  itfelf ; but  the  ' 
laft  affeds  the  jugular  veins  and  larynx  in  fuch  a 
manner,  and,  as  it  were,  binds  them  fo  as  to  in- 
terrupt the  venous  return  and  the  freedom  of  re- 
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jffpiration.  And  the  danger  is  ftill  more  ferious  if 
[jiit  arife  from  an  internal  caufe,  and  be  not  refolved 
within  feven  or  eight  days  : for  fuppuration  may 
Itthen  be  dreaded,  or  even  gangrene,  the  approach 
(of  which  laft  is  indicated  by  fudden  ceafmg  of  the 
Ipain  and  rednefs,  and  by  phlyctsenae  ariling  on 
tthe  furface  of  the  fkin 

* tom.  iv.  i.  c.  xiii.  f Plainer,  1.  c.  § i6i. 

14  Nicolas,  1.  c.  p.  344. 

28.  Le  Roy,  however,  differs  in  opinion  from 
jail  other  writers.  For,  trufting  intirely  to  his 
town  cKperience,  he  pronounces  ery- 
Ifipelas  of  the  face  to  be  altogether 
1 benign  and  falutary,  and  fays  that 
iit  goes  on  like  a favourable  crifis,  attaining  its 
;acme  within  three  or  four  days  ; but  that,  on  a 
ifull  eruption  breaking  out,  the  fever  and  all  the 
I other  fymptoms  are  wonderfully  diminifhed,  and 
fometimes  ceafe  intirely  ; after  which  the  rednefs 
and  tumour  are  gradually  difcuffed ; and,  laftly,  a 
defquamation  of  the  epidermis  takes  place*.  On 
the  other  hand,  he  does  not  confider  that  one  as 
equally  harmlefs and  critical,  which  attacks  the  legs, 
attended  with  acute  fever,  and  which  occurs  in 
old  men,  or  people  with  bad  fluids,  as  it  is  very 
apt  frequently  to  terminate  in  gangrene,  or  dange- 
rous abfceffes.  But  though  this  be  generally  the 
cafe,  the  fame  fpecies  of  eryfipelas  of  the  face  may 

Y4 


344 


OF  ERYSIPELAS. 


neverthelefs  fometimes  pafs  into  gangrene,  as  Sy- 
denham informs  us  f , that  every  kind  of  eryfi- 
pelas,  whatever  part  it  attacks,  is  liable  to  this 
fatal  termination. 

* Melang.  De  phyftq,  et  de  med.  p.  164. 
f Sc£t.  vi.  cap.  vi.  p.  322. 


29.  Generally  that  kind  of  eryfipelas  which  is 
attended  with  a bad  and  dangerous  fever,  or  is 
malignant,  or  partakes  of  the  nature  of  phlegmon, 
or  fupervenes  upon  other  bad  difeafes,  is  not  free 
from  danger,  as  it  generally  terminated  in  gan- 
grene, or  abfcefs.  Putrefa£lion^  or 
Suppuration,  as  Hippocrates  ob- 
ferves  *,  arifing  from  eryfipelas,  are 
unfavourable.  Likewife,  if  the  eryfipelas  is  forced 
in,  as  not  unfrequently  happens,  a fatal  phreni- 
tis,  or  peripneumony,  and  other  dangerous  dif- 
eafes, are  the  confequences.  Which  Hippocrates 
had  already  obferved,  for  he  has  written : “ Ery- 
fipelas being  forced  inwards  is  a bad  fymptom  ; 
but  when  it  is  forced  out  from  the  internal  parts, 
we  may  draw  a favourable  conclufion  f .”  But 
the  author  of  the  Coaca%  has  fpoken  much  more 
decidedly,  tie  obferves  : “ Eryfipelas  externally 
fituate  is  favourable ; but  its  retiring  inwards  is  a 
fatal  fymptom.  The  proof  of  which  is,  that 
when  the  rcdnefs  difappears,  anxiety  and  dyfp- 
noea  fucceed.’’ 

* Sedt.vii.  aph.  20.  f Se£l.  vi.  aph.  25.  | N.  36(>, 
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30.  The  ftriking  in  of  eryilpelas,  however,  is 
(not  always  attended  with  danger,  according  to 
iW^an  Swieten  * ; although  the  obfervation  of  Sy- 
Itienham,  which  he  quotes,  does  not  point  out  ge- 
joiuine  eryfipelas,  nor  feem  to  apply  properly  to  its 
Retiring  inwards  : but  though  it  may  fometimes 
Jhappen  that  the  eryfipelas  retiring,  or  being  forced 
jiinwards,  may  be  overcome  by  the  vital  powers, 
jcor  again  driven  out  ; yet  fuch  a 

nr  -L..  ..  r The  metaftafis  of 

imetaltalis  ought  to  occalion  appre-  eryfipelas. 
Ihenfion,  and  to  excite  the  phyfi- 
(cian’s  attention,  that  he  may  not  be  furprifed 
Iby  the  fudden  death  of  the  patient  when  he 
iis  lead  expe<ding  fuch  a cataftrophe.  It  like- 
’wife  occafionally  happens,  that  the  fever,  which 
I attempts  the  eruption  of  eryfipelas,  is  pro- 
I traded  for  fome  time  without  attaining  its  end. 
In  that  cafe  the  eryfipelatous  matter  being  car- 
ried to  the  brain  or  lungs  creates  another  kind 
of  complaint,  the  danger  of  which  is  proportioned 
I to  the  interior  fituation  and  importance  of*  the 
I part  which  is  attacked  by  it. 

i 


* L.  c. 
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THE  CURE. 


31.  With  refpea;  to  the  cure,  it  ought  to  vary, 
according  to  the  variety  of  the  origin,  nature,  and 
violence  of  the  complaint.  In  the  genuine  and 
primary  eryfipelas,  fucceeding  to  fevers,  as  na- 
ture, by  the  febrile  motion,  (which  Holfman 
Platner  f,  Le  Roy  t,  Jaubert  [j,  and  other  writers 
of  the-greateft  authority  very  properly  fuppofe), 
attempts  to  free  itfelf  from  fome  depraved  and 
noxious  humour,  and  is  wholly  bent  on  forcing 
it  to  the  furface  ; it  follows,  that  the  phyfician, 
who  is  the  coadjutor  of  nature,  fliould  dlred  his 
attention  intirely  to  the  fame  object,  regulating 
that  motion  by  the  patient’s  ftrength,  as  either 
excefs  or  defe6:  of  it  would  make  him  mifs  his 
aim.  Let  him,  therefore,  inquire  whether  bleed- 
ing, which  generally  affords  the  moft  immediate 
relief,  be  admiffible.  But  authors 
are  by  no  means  agreed  concerning 
bleeding.  propriety  of  it.  Some,  who 

confider  eryfipelas  as  adual  inflammation,  not 
only  approve  of  bleeding,  but  even  advife  its 
being  frequently  repeated.  Among  thefe  the 
principal  is  Aftruc  §,  who  advifes  the  opening  ot 
vein  five  or  fix  times,  to  refolve  primary  eryli- 


OF  ERYSIPELAS. 


347 


jpelas ; nor  would  he  be  lefs  profufe  in  the  drawing 
icof  blood  to  difcufs  the  fecondary,  or  fymptomatic, 
^ind,  if  he  did  not  think  that  that  had  already 
^een  done  with  a view  to  remove  the  primary 
jccomplaint.  Others,  again,  who  make  a diiUnQion 
between  phlegmon  and  eryfipelas,  fuppofing  that 
the  latter  thegreateft  tenuity  of  the  blood  is  pre- 
iTent,  arifing  from  fome  acrid  and  diflblving  prin- 
tciple,  rejed  venefedlion  as  hurtful  ^ ; or  at  leaft, 
iif  it  be  ever  admitted,  recommend  the  fparing 
lufe  of  it. 

* L.  c.  f L.  c.  ^ L.  c.  II  Mem.  de  la  Societe 
iRoyal,  de  medic,  annee  1776,  p.  529.  § De  tumor y 1.  2.  c.  i. 

pp.  69.  edit.  Venet,  ^ Gorter,  Chirurg.  repurgat,  lib.  10. 

cc.  4.  §.  1443* 

32.  But  while  they  are  thus  divided  in  opi- 
mion,  I (hall  freely  declare  the 
rmode  in  which  I think  we  ought  ''^employed! 
tto  proceed.  If  the  fever,  therefore, 

Ibe  very  violent,  if  plethora  be  prefent,  and  retard 
tthe  operations  of  nature  ; if  the  patient  be  of  the 
ifanguine  temperament ; if  the  pulfe  be  found 
j great,  ftrong,  and  hard,  accompanied  with  head- 
.ach  and  difficulty  of  breathing;  immediately  after 
Ithe  febrile  fhivering  and  rigor  have  given  way  to 
tthe  heat,  and  before  the  appearance  of  the  eryli- 
pelas,  or  before  the  completion  of  the  eruption, 
we  ought  to  relieve  nature  by  means  of  bleeding, 
'that  the  violence  of  the  fever  being  in  fome  niea- 
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fure  allayed,  and  the  cohefion  of  the  blood  being 
weakened,  and  its  paffages  laid  open,  the  acrid 
eryfipelatous  humour  may  more  readily  difengage 
itfelf,  and  pafs  outwards. 

33.  Nay,  after  bleeding,  if  the  fymptoms  ftill  , 
continue  urgent,  or  the  eruption  is  flow  of  ap-  ' 

pearing,  which  often  happens,  the 
remedy  muft'  be  repeated,  parti- 
cularly  when  the  blood  firfl;  drawn  ^ 
has  exhibited  the  buffy  coat.  And  this  like-  3 
wife  muft;  not  be  omitted,  when  the  complaint 
lias  attacked  the  head,  face,  or  neck,  if  the  bleed-  | 
ing  has  not  been  already  fufficiently  employed ; ^ 
or  when  the  complaint  is  of  the  phlegmonic  kind,  i 
and  neither  the  fever  nor  other  fymptoms  remit  | 
after  its  eruption  ; for  in  that  cafe  it  muft;  be  cau-  ' 
tioufly  treated  like  adlual  inflammation.  ; 

34.  On  the  other  hand,  when  inanition  is  pre- 
fent,  when  the  temperament  and  habit  of  body  i 

oppofe  it,  when  the  fever  is  mild,  | 
attended  with  no  fevere  fymp-  ' 
toms,  or  the  vital  powers  are  Ian-  ^ 
guid,  accompanied  with  neither  great  nor  ftrong 
pulfe  ; or  all  the  fymptoms,  on  the  appearance  of 
the  eryfipelas,  proceed  more  gently,  or  the  eryfi- 
pelas  is  flight,  genuine,  or  accidental,  or  it  is  very 
malignant^  carhuticulous^  or  necrotic^  or  it  is  com- 
bined with  malignant  and  putrid  difeafes,  or  with 
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ii  confirmed  fcurvy,  chachexy,  and  dropfy ; bleed- 
I ing  ought  to  be  omitted  as  quite  unneceflary,  or 
avoided  as  hurtful  and  pernicious. 

35.  It  is  like  wife  of  much  confequence  to  at- 
tend carefully  to  the  ftateof  the  blood 

, , T-  T-*  n The  appearance  of 

when  drawn,  hor  it  it  appears  norid,  the  blood  when 
thin,  bilious,  and  diffolved,  it  ought  MeTc^d^rtarwe 
to  be  drawn  fparingly  ; but,  if  it  ap- 
pears  otherwife,  it  may  be  let  more 
I fparingly.  If  alfo  it  may  be  conjectured,  from 
the  preceding  fymtoms,  that  acrimony  of  the 
blood  predominates  too  much  ; if  the  red- 
nefs  and  heat  are  not  great ; if  the  eryfipelas 
appear  frequently  to  fhift  its  place  ; if  the  urine 
is  palTed  thin,  crude,  watery,  or  yellowilh-colour- 
ed,  and  it  depofits  no  fediment ; if  the  pulfe  is 
irregular,  hard,  but  not  full  and  ftrong ; the  phy- 
fician  ought  to  be  extremely  careful  in  determin- 
ing upon  bleeding,  left  he  render  the  caufe  of  the 
complaint  worfe,  or  check  the  critical  efforts  of 
the  fyftem,  or  occafion  a metaftafis  to  the  internal 
parts. 

36.  Moreover,  at  the  beginning  of  the  difeafe, 
we  ought  to  inquire  carefully  whether  the  prima 
via  abound  with  fordes,  efpecially 

r , , 1*1  I 11  and  when 

or  the  bilious  kind,  and  whether  or  purging  is  to  be 
not  the  bowels  are  regular  ; that  the 
former  may  be  occafionally  evacuated,  and  the 
latter  relaxed.  Aftruc  * recommends  emetics 
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and  cathartics,  particularly  in  the  fpecies  of  eryfi- 
pelas  affeding  the  head  and  face.  Le  Roy  alfo 
affirms,  that  emetics  are  ufeful  when  the  patient 
is  diftrefled  with  naufea  and  vomiting  in  the  be-  ’ 
ginning  of  the  complaint  f.  But,  in  the  cafe  of 
■ violent  fpafms  being  prefent,  although  a collu- 
vies  of  bile  and  a putrid  depravation  of  the  fluids 
be  prefent  in  the  fyftem,  it  will  be  better  to  pro- 
mote vomiting  by  watery,  tepid  drink,  fweetened 
with  honey,  than  to  have  recourfe  to  an  acrid  me- 
dicine, which  would  be  extremely  hurtful,  efpe- 
cially  if  a fit  of  anger  has  been  the  remote  caufe  of 
the  difeafe:}:;  but  it  will  be  better  to  relax  the  belly 
byinje«5Uons,  than  irritate  it  by  means  of  cathartics. 
Still,  if  the  fordes  in  the  alimentary  canal  feem  to 
require  any  more  adive  medicine  ; in  that  cafe,  af- 
ter bleeding,  the  belly  ought  to  be  purged  by  means 
of  a decodHon  of  tamarinds,  or  cream  of  tartar,  or 
fome  neutral  fal  diluted  with- a great  quantity  of  wa- 
ter, or  a fimilar  bland  eccoprotic,  before  the  erup- 
tion has  made  its  appearance.  For,  on  its  breaking 
out,  the  belly  mull  be  purged  with  the  utmoft  / 
caution,  and  only  when  fymptoms  of  a putrid 
and  bilious  colluvies  are  prel'ent,  or  the  quantity 
of  vitiated  fluid  feems  to  prolong  the  difeafe, 
or  the  neceffity  of  occafioning  revulfion  from  the 
head,  when  it  is  much  affbaed,  or  fwelled,  re- 
quires fpeedy  aid,  and  letting  of  blood  cannot  be 
fufficiently  trufted  to.  Otherwife  it  might  be  appre- 
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jHiended  that  rafhly  purging  the  belly  might  de- 
jrrange  the  operations  of  nature,  or  drive  the  ery- 
ifipelas  inwards.  But  on  its  beginning  to  be  re- 
ifolved,  and  drawing  to  a termination,  we  may 
eexcite  the  belly  more  boldly,  and,  in  this  way, 
eepicratically  and  gently  purge  off  the  remains  of 
tthe  morbific  matter, 

* 

* L.  c.  f L.  c.  I Hoffman.  Dijfert.  de  medicim 
^emetica,  et  purgante  poft  tram  veneno,  oper.  T.  vi.  p.  291. 

I 


37.  But  the  reparation  and  excretion  of  the  mu- 
cous fluid,  which  nature  expels, 

(Ought  likewife  to  be  affifted  by  reft  ought  to  be^iup- 
iin  the  bed  ; by  watery,  cooling,  and 
^gently  diaphoretic  drink ; to  which,  when  the 
Iheat  and  motion  of  the  blood,  or  inteftines,  are 
(exceffive,  citron  or  melon  juice,  with  a little 
ifugar,  may  be  added,  or  fome  vinegar  and  ho- 
mey, which  are  more  eafily  procured  by  the 
jpoorer  claffes.  A decodion  of  barley  proves  di- 
lluent  and  correcting  ; an  infufion  of  elder-berry 
1 flowers,  or  teil-tree,  is  very  gently  refolving,  and 
{promotes  the  fweat,  particularly  if  taken  luke- 
'warm.  When  the  eryfipelatous  heat  and  fever 
labate,  and  the  fweat  begins  to  flow,  we  muft 
(caufe  its  univerfal  diffufion,  which  is  beft  effected 
Iby  means  of  warm  drink,  by  reft,  and  cautioufly 
iiacreafmg  the  number  of  bed-cloaths.  And  the 
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action  of  thefe  mufl:  be  kept  up  by  weak,  fluid, 
and  cooling  diet. 

38.  Many  external  applications  are  propofed  by 
writers,  particularly  furgeons  ; but  moft  of  thern 
appear  to  me,  if  not  hurtful,  at  leaft 
fuperfluous.  It  is  generally  fuffi- 
cient  to  defend  the  part  from  cold, 
or  the  contact  of  the  air,  a^  well  as  from  things 
which  are  too  warm.  Thus  the  humour  is  gra-. 
dually  refolved,  and  pafles  through  the  pores  of 
the  fkin.  If  there  is  a fevere  pain  in  the  part, 
it  muft  be  fomented  with  rags  dipped  in  warm 
aqua  fpermatis  ranarum,  or  a decodlion  of  elder- 
berry flowers,  or  mallows,  and  occafionally 
renewed  when  they  become  cold  or  dry.  If 
there  be  more  occafion  for  demulcent  remedies,' 
fome  new  milk  may  be  advantageoufly  mixed 
with  the  decodtion.  If  the  rednefs  and  heat  are 
very  urgent,  efpecially  when  the  difeafe*  is  of 
long  ftanding,  and  difficultly  difcuifed,  in  place] 
of  the  milk  fome  of  the  beft  vinegar  is  added, 
which  checks  the  heat,  and  proves  more  power- 
fully refolving.  Neverthelefs,  if  the 
eryfipelas  is  not  diminiffied  on  the 
feventh,  eighth,  ninth,  or  tenth  day, 
and  there  is  reafon  to  apprehend  the  approach  of 
mortification,  on  account  of  the  exceffive  fulnefs 
and  diftenfion  of  the  fkin,  fome  advife  having  r^ 
courfe  to  frequent  incifions  ; which  will  be  fliU 
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i’tnore  neceflary,  If  its  colour  has  begun  to  change 
!ito  purple  or  livid. 

I 39.  In  the  phlegnionic  eryfipelas,  if  refolving 

I I means,  repeated  bleeding,  purging,  and  the 
Mother  remedies,  prove  unfuccefsful, 

n • r 1 ‘ % r r How  the  fuppura. 

j’we  mull  wait  for  the  arrival  of  fup-  tion  is  to  be 
Ipuration.  That  this  has  already 
I taken  place,  is  indicated  by  throbbing  pain,  and 
jimanifeft  fwelling  in  a particular  part,  and  a con- 
ittinuance  of  the  exacerbation  and  remiffion  of  the 
ilfever.  When  it  happens,  poultices  made  of 
Ibread,  and  of  the  leaves  of  mallows  boiled  in 
imilk,  muft  be  applied  to  the  part,  until,  an 
tevident  fluduation  of  pus  taking  place,  the  ab- 
Ifcefs  may  be  opened  by  the  lancet ; in  which 
<cafe  the  remainder  of  the  cure  ought  to  be  in- 
itrufted  to  the  furgeon.  The  whole  bufinefs,  alfo, 
(ought  to  be  left  to  him  when  the  puftules  on  the 
Ifurface,  or  external  fuppuration,  have  degenera- 
ited  into  a troublefome  and  obftinate  ulcer.  But 
’while  we  attend  to  the  external  cure,  and  the  ul- 
(cer  becomes  cleaner,  and  dries,  we  muft  not  at  the 
Ifame  time  negleft  the  internal  means  to  be  em- 
iployed,  according  to  the  various  caufes  of  the 
(difeafe. 

40.  In  the  cedematous  eryfipelas,  it  will  be  fuf- 

Ificient  to  foment  the  part  limply 

’with  a decodtion  of  elder-berry  flow-  inatous  erjfipe^ 

las 

(CTs,  and  chamomile.  But  if  the 
VoL.  II.  Z 
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prefence  of  exceffive  laxity  be  fufpe£ted,  we  may 
add  to  it  a fmall  quantity  of  camphor  ; or,  laftly, 
bags,  containing  the  flour  of  beans,  or  barley, 
warm  ; or  the  powder  of  elder-berry  flowers  may 
be  applied  to  the  part.  Like  wife  lime-water  proves 
remarkably  difcuflTing  and  refolving.  But  we 
muft  proceed  flowly  to  refolving  and  reprefling 
means;  for,  if  the  difeafe  be  difcuflTed  too  foon,  it 
runs  the  rilk  of  being  forced  inwards,  to  the  im- 
minent hazard  of  the  patient.  On  which  ac- 
count it  is  proper  to  avoid  cold,  aflringent  reme-  ^ 
dies,  or  fuch  as  obftru£t  the  pores  of  the  Ikin, 
although  generally  recommended  by  authors.  ^ 
But  if  they  may  be  ever  admitted  vs'ith  propriety,  ^ 
it  will  be  only  when  the  eiy'^fipelas  has  gone 
through  its  different  ftages,  and  mere  atony  and 

laxity  of  the  parts  remain. 

41.  But  if  the  fluid,  which  occafions  eryfipelas,  v| 
be  very  acrid,  and  almoft  of  a poifonous  natuie,  ^ 
occafloning  a livid  or  black  colour 
in  the  parts,  or  giving  rifb  to  black- 
coloured  phlydtasnie,  pointing  out 
the  approach  of  gangrene,  as  fometimes  happens 
within  a few  hours  in  the  malignant  and  carbun- 
culous  fpecies,  we  muft  then,  with  all  manner  of 
difpatch,  open  a paffage  for  the  poifonous  fluid  by 
fcarifications*,  employing,  both  internally  and  ex- 
ternally, alexipharmacs  and  antifeptics,  the  duet 
of  which  are  Peruvian  bark,  fnake-root,  cam^ 
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phor,  fpiritus  Mindereri,  the  London  elixir  of 
Yitriol,  and  refinous  balfamlc  remedies  externally. 
But  in  this  cafe,  likewife,  the  treatment  of  the 
(Complaint  is  more  properly  the  province  of  the 
furgeon. 

* Not  only  in  the  malignant  and  carbunculous  fpecles  of  eryfipe- 
llas  are  fcarifications  indicated,  but  alfo  in  that  where  the  fkin 
iis  opprcfled  with  the  load,  and  becomes  fwoln.  Freind  ( Htfl, 
itned.  ed.  p.  29.)  recommends  them  as  the  remedy  affording  more 
iimmediatc  relief ; his  words  are  : “ In  eryfipelas  particularly, 
Ibut  in  other  cafes  likewife,  where  inflammation  is  prefent, 
\we  learn  from  experience,  that,  by  fcarification  of  the  part, 
’ when  the  membranes,  oppreffed  with  their  load,  appear  thicken- 
(ed,  the  complaint  frequently  intirely  difappears  with  amazing 
irapldity.” 


42.  The  plan  to  be  adopted  with  refpedt  to 
ithe  accidental  fpecies  of  the  com- 

Ml  JM  r u ..  Cure  of  the  acci- 

jplaint,  will  appear  readily  irom  what  dental  &.  finyp- 
,,  11,  r • 1 T 1 tomatic  kind. 

lhas  already  been  laid.  In  general 
iit  is  necelTary  to  remove  the  caufes,  and  gently  to 
(difeufs  andaffuage  the  phlogofis  arifing  from  them, 
which  being  but  flight,  is  more  eafily  refolved. 
It  is  fcarcely  neceflfary  to  fay  any  thing  concern- 
ing the  fymptomatic  fpecies,  as  its  cure  intirely  de- 
’ pends  on  the  removal  of  the  primary  complaint. 
Eryfipelas,  when  it  ftrikes  in,  as  not  unfrequently 
lhappens,  requires  bleeding,  both  dry  and  wet 
I < cupping- glalTes,  epifpaftics,  blifters,  fomentations, 
the  bath,  diaphoretics,  and,  if  thefe  do  not  prove 
ferviceable,  and  call  forth  the  eruption,  likewif? 
i cathartics. 

Z 2 
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43.  It  often  happens,  that  thofe  who  have  once 

had  an  attack  of  eryfipelas  on  any  flight  occafion 

are  liable  to  a relapfe  of  it,  and  that 
The  prophylaxis.  periodically. 

Many  means  are  propofed  by  different  people  to 
prevent  its  recurrence.  It  is  neceffary,  however, 
to  inquire  into  the  particular  remote  caufes  of 
each  fpecies  of  the  complaint  j on  afeertaining 
which,  it  is  not  very  difficult  to  decide  upon  the 
proper  preventatives.  In  general,  antiphlogiftic 
and  cooling  means,  efpecially  whey,  the  juice  of 
fuccory,  fumitory,  taraxacum,  nafturtium  aqua- 
ticum  Cnofe-fmart),  medicated  waters,  bathing 
in  freffi-river  water,  and,  above  all,  refrigerant 
cathartics  occafionally  repeated,  are  preferable  to 
all  other  remedies.  Alfo  cauteries, 
"r  fetons,  and  other  running  ulcers, 

fweiiing  that  re-  jj^ve  been  known  to  prove  of  mate- 

inciixis*  /«  1 1*1 

rial  fervice.  After  the  complaint  be- 
ing removed,  the  legs  generally  remain  ftill  liable 
to  an  oedematous  fweiiing.  We  guard  againfl; 
this  mifehief  by  means  of  coverings  made  of 
hemp-cloth,  or  dog’s  (kin  properly  prepared,  and 
exaaiy  adapted  to  the  naked  legs  when  fwelled 
in  the  morning,  to  fupport  and  ftrengthen  the  re- 
laxed parts ; by  diuretics  and  hydrogogues,  to 
occafion  revulfion  and  derivation  of  the  humours; 
and,  by  means  of  difeuffing  and  ftrengthening  to- 
pical applications,  to  correft  the  atony.  I know  ^ 
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phyficians  atid  furgeons,  men  in  other  refpeds 
not  ignorant  of  their  profeffion,  who  highly  di£- 
approve  of  the  coverings  for  the  legs  already 
mentioned.  But,  with  fubmiflion  to  them, 
when  an  oedematous  fwelling  of  the  legs  arifes 
from  this  caufe  only,  and  does  not  depend  on  a 
bad  ftate  of  the  whole  body,  whatever  be  their 
apprehenfion,  it  merits  no  regard,  as  I never 
knew  any  bad  confequence  to  refult  from  their 
ufe. 


CHAPTER  III. 

OF  THE  IGNIS  SAGER,  CALLED  ZOSTER, 
OR  ZONA  *. 


44.  There  is  a kind  of  eruption,  affeding  the 
external  parts  of  the  body,  fometimes  conjoined 
with  fever  or  fucceeding  it,  and  very  little  known, 
which,  on  account  of  fome  authors  fuppofing  it 
to  have  a great  refemblance  to  eryfipelas,  and 
ranking  it  among  the  cxanthematic  febrile  difeafes, 
can  by  no  means  be  pafled  over  in  this  place. 
But  the  ancients  have  treated  of  it  with  fuch  ob- 
feurity  and  brevity,  that  it  may  be  ftill  difputed, 
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whether  or  not  it  was  really  known  to  them.  Wc 
muft,  perhaps,  except  Pliny,  who,  although  very 
briefly,  makes  mention  of  a fpecies  of  the  ignis 
facer,  called  zofter,  or  zona,  having  a great  reiem- 
blance  to  the  prefent  difeafe  f.  But  Celfus  X 
deferibed  two  fpecies  of  the  ignis  facer^  the  firft  of 
which  is  efteemed  by  Gorter  to  be  the  fame  as 
the  cryfipdas  bullofum  ||,  but  the  latter  the  fame  as 
the  eryfipelas  ulcer o[um  § ; nor  does  Lommius  H dif- 
agree  with  Gorter,  who  feems  to  clafs  this  ignis 
facer,  along  with  Celfus  '**,  among  the  bad  ulcers. 
Hoffman  alfo  is  of  this  opinion  i-tj 
eafe  is  referable  to  a peculiar  kind  of  eryfipelas, 
and  Lorry  XX,  induced  by  the  authority  of  Ga- 
len II II,  has  adopted  the  fame  opinion.  Many,  as 
Gorter  himfelf  confefles,  are  of  opinion,  that  it 
ought  to  be  claflTed  among  the  different  fpecies  of 
herpes,  and  fome  of  them,  as  Plater  §§  and  Tul- 
pius  do  not  hefitate  to  refer  it  to  the  fpecies 
of  herpes  called  efhiomenos  or  exedens.  Nor  does 
Platner  differ  in  opinion  from  them,  as  he 
has  written,  that  “ that  rare  difeafe,  called  by  the 
ancients  zofler,  zona,  or  herpes,  may  be  referred  to 
eryfipelas.”  But  De  Haen,  who  afferts,  that  he  has 
frequently  feen  it,  as  it  is  here  deferibed,  in  Hol- 
land, and  once  alfo  at  Vienna,  intirely  doubts  its 
having  been  known  to  the  ancients,  and  diftin- 
guifhed  by  a particular  name  j or  that  it  is  really 


V 


OF  THE  IGNIS  SAGER.  355 

to  be  confidered  as  the  difeafe  commonly  called 
tgjiis  facer ^ or  St  Anthony’s  fire,  contending  with 
reafon,  as  I think  fftj  that  the  true  meaning  of 
thefe  words  does  not  appear  to  be  fufficiently 
known  XXt- 

* or  Greek  ; cingulum,  or  fafeia.  In  Latin. 

f Nat.  hift.  1.  26.  c.  II.  where  he  obferves : “ There  are 
fereral  kinds  of  ignis  facer  ; among  the  reft  is  that  which  fur- 
rounds  the  patient  in  the  middle,  named  zoftcr,  and  which  • 
proves  fatal,  if  it  furrounds  him.” 

X L.  5.  c.  28.  § 4. 

II  Chirurg.  repttrg.  § 1420. 

§ Ib.  § 1421. 

^ Obs.  med.  1.  2.  De  vitiiif  qua  non  cert.  part,  aliq./ed  variam 
occupant,  where  he  obferves  : “ But  when  the  eryfipelas  is  at- 
tended with  ulcers,  which  is  pioperly  called  ignis  facer,  fome- 
times  the  furface  of  the  (kin  is  affefted,”  &c. 

L.  c. 

•ft  Oper.  omn.  T.  4.  p.  i.  feA.  i.  c.  xlii.  § 6. 

XX  De  morb.  cutan.  P.  i.  fed.  ii.  c.  i.  art.  ii.  De  facro  igne,  et 
zona  facri  ignis  fpecie^  p.  401. 

nil  Did. 

§§  Oper.  omn.  T.  ii.  p.  23.  where  it  is  deferibed  under  the 
name  of  macula  latOy  or  papula  fera. 

nil  Obs.  med.  1.  ili.  c.  xliv,  where  the  name  of  exedens  prxcor- 
dia  herpes  is  beftowed  on  it. 

***  Inft.  chir.  rat.  { 166. 

■fff  Thef.  de  Febrib.  divif.  vl.  § 7.  p.  3. 

Concerning  St  Anthony^  s Jire,  the  word  kind  of  ignis  facers 
a mod  complete  treatife  may  be  confulted  in  the  Mem.  de  la  So- 
ciete  Royalcyde  Medecine,  vol.  vi.  p.  260,  in  which  it  is  determined 
by  four  celebrated  men,  Juffieu,  Paulet,  Sailiant,  and  TefTieiv 
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that  that  difeafe  is  the  dry  gangrene^  or  Necrofa  of  Savages, 
fometimes  alfo  the  humid  one  of  Quefnay,  as  has  been  ihewn  by 
various  examples  and  hiftories  adduced  from  different  quarters. 

45.  But  the  true  nature  of  this  afFedion,  and 
the  diagnoftic  marks,  by  which  it  is  diftinguifhed 
from  fimilar  difeafes,  will  beft  appear,  firft  by  ^ 
briefly  adducing  one  or  two  hiftories  of  the  com- 
plaint given  by  others,  and  next  by  placing  before 
the  eyes  of  my  readers  a fuller  defeription,  col- 
leding  together  all  the  phoenomena  which  I my- 
felf  have  had  an  opportunity  of  obferving.  “ A 
man  of  full  habit  of  body,  and 
TuipiusT  warm  liver,  was  feized  with  a vio-  £ 
lent  pain  about  the  prsecordia,  ac-  IJ 
companied  with  fraart  itching,  and  thick  clufters  y 
of  puftules,  at  firft  red,  foon  growing  white,  and  i 
a black  cruft  appearing  on  each  of  them  ; which  f 
being  feparated  by  a proper  liniment,  each  of  them  e 
degenerated  into  a wet  ulcer,  attended  with  acrid  # 
pain,  and  a flow  of  fweat,  and  fuch  a violent  ftri-  ^ 
king  in  of  the  purulent  matter,  that  fainting  was  J 
, frequently  occafioned,  as  if  the  mind  itfelf  had  / 
been  affeded  by  fome  contagious  peftilence  *.’* 

'**  Ex  Tulpio  Hoffinan,  1.  c.  obfenr.  vi.  on  epicr.  p.  104* 
edit.  Genev. 

46.  After  Tulpius,  Hoffman  * makes  the  follow- 
ing obfervation.  “ A diftinguilhed  profeflbr, 
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upwards  of  fifty  years  of  age,  who 

[had  been  frequently  attacked  with  Huffman?" 

11  fcorbutic  purple  fever,  after  ex- 
pDofure  to  great  cold,  was  alfeded  with  hidden 
languor,  reftleffnefs,  want  of  fleep  and  appetite, 
Ihivering  and  heat,  to  which  was  added  a certain 
[degree  of  mental  derangement.  Thefe  fyraptoms 
kafted  nearly  three  days,  which  being  elafped,  on 
vlhe  preceding  night  he  felt  an  infufferable  pain 
la  the  region  of  the  praecordia,  extending  all  the 
jway  to  the  back.  On  infpedting  die  part  in  the 

Corning,  there  appeared  an  unufual  erupdon, 
imely,  a red  area,  extending  like  a belt  from  the 
Oirascordia  to  the  back,  crowded  with  puftules,part- 
)Y  white,  and  partly  of  a blackifli  red.  Afterwards 
un  abatement  of  the  fymptoms  took  place,  except- 
iing  an  exquifitely  acute  pain,  fo  intenfe  as  to  de- 
Dirive  him  of  fleep,  and  not  tofuffer  the  part  affedted 
|!»eing  touched.  The  phyficians  who  were  called  in 
ccould  not  tell  what  to  make  of  the  cafe,  but  fuppo- 
■t'ed  it  to  be  a peculiar  kind  of  purple  fever,  or  fomc 
trind  of  fcorbutic  eruption.  But  I immediately  re~ 
'cognifed  in  it  a bad  fpecies  of  eryfipelas,  and  em- 
Diloyed  internally  gentle  diaphoretics,  and  exter- 
nally, towards  the  end  of  the  complaint,  oil  of 
1‘pggs,  and  after  ufmg  it  the  pain  was  allayed  with- 
I in  a fortnight,  the  puftules  dried,  the  cuticle  beco- 
' ming  rough,  cracked,  and  falling  off  in  fcales.” 

’ * L,  c.  obfcrv.  vi. 
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De  Haen,  who  had  frequently  feen  this  difeafe 
among  the  Dutch,  obferves  * : “ Once  I had  an. 


the  face  alone.  For  formerly,  as  far  as  I have 
been  taught  by  numerous  cafes  of  the  difeafe, 
only  one  fide  of  the  abdomen,  after  a fever, 
not  unfrequently  pretty  violent,  on  the  lirft,  fe- 
cond,  or  third  day  was  covered  with  red  fpots, 
foon  acquiring  great  magnitude,  and  accompa- 
nied wnth  pain,  refembling  large  diftind:,  vario- 
lous puftules,  but  more  raifed,  and  cluftered  toge- 
ther in  different  parts,  leaving  great  interftices 
between  them  : with  this  remarkable  charadfe- 
riftic,  that  on  the  anterior  part  of  the  body  they 
never  paffed  the  linea  alba,  nor  on  the  back 
the  fpine.  Moreover,  in  the  diftance  between 
the  linea  alba  and  the  fpine  of  the  back,  are  fome- 
times  obferved  a few  infulated  clufters  of  pu- 
ftules,  at  other  times  many,  fometimes,  alfo,  in 
fuch  a manner,  that  a zone,  a fpan  in  breadth,  with 
only  a few  difcontinuations,  furrounds  the  middle 
of  the  body.  A perfon  at  Vienna  affeded  with 
toothach,  had  the  tooth  extraded,  in  confequence 
of  which  he  was  cured  of  the  pain,  but  com- 
plained of  the  air  entering  into  the  empty  fpace 
left  by  the  tooth.  This  is  all  that  I could  learn  to 


De  Haen’s  obfer- 
vation. 


opportunity,  at  Vienna,  of  fhewing 
it  to  my  pupils,  contrary  to  what 
had  ever  happened  to  me  before,  in 
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Ihave  preceded  the  complaint : But  I am  intirely  at 
:a  lofs  to  determine  whether  or  not  it  favoured  the 
jprodudion  of  the  fubfequent  difeafe.  Afterwards 
tthere  arofe  a tubercle  in  the  middle  of  the  fore- 
ihead,  and  three  days  after  it  was  fucceeded  by  a 
ifever,  attended  with  fliivering  and  a fwelling  of 
tthe  left  fide  of  the  forehead,  eye-lids,  and  cheek 
tof  the  fame  fide  ; and  then  the  puftules,  fuch  as 
H have  above  defcribed,  exacSlly  filled  all  the  parts 
^already  mentioned,  but  by  no  means  extended 
ilbeyond  the  middle  line  of  the  face.” 

* L.  c.  p.  1 12.  1 13. 

48.  From  what  has  already  been  faid 
({45.  46.  47.),  I think  it  is  fufficienlly  clear,  that 
thy  the  name  Zona  is  to  be  under- 

m.  1 ..I  • 1 • 1 What  ou  eh  t to  be 

ivtood,  a particular  eruption,  which,  undcHiood  by 
con  breaking  out,  exhibits  clufters 
bf  puftules,  very  painful  and  red, 
iftifpofed  in  fuch  a manner  as  to  furround  the 
ibody  for  fome  finger-breadths,  like  a girdle. 
IBut  that  we  may  attain  more  ample  knowledge 
bf  this  rarely-defcribed  exantheraatic  difeafe,  I 
Hiope  I fhall  gratify  my  readers  by  amaiTmg  not 

Iconly  all  the  fadfs  which  others  have  delivered 
tconcerning  it,  but  fuch  as  I myfelf  have  fre- 
<quently  obferved  in  the  courfe  of  my  pradlice. 
I’The  eruption  is  generally  preceded  by  fome  de- 
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gree  of  fever,  accompanied  with 

The  defcription  . . r.  n 

and  fymptoms.  Ihiveiing,  at  one  time  or  Ihort  con- 
tinuance, at  another  longer,  fome- 
times  flighter,  fometimes  more  fevere.  It  is 
fometimes  accompanied  by  fevere  fymptoms,  as 

delirium  *,  watching,  anxiety,  reftleflhefs,  tolling 
of  the  body,  vomiting  f , and  the  other  pheno- 
mena peculiar  to  the  febrile  eruptions.  Some- 
times it  is  flight,  fcarcely  accelerating  the  pulfe, 
and  manifefting  itfelf  at  night  only  by  heat, 
want  of  fleep,  thirft,  and  reftleflhefs.  Some- 
times it  is  altogether  abfent,  or  does  not  feem  to 
be  prefent or  in  the  evening  fupervenes  on 
pain  and  fuppuration  of  the  puftules,  in  a very 
flight  degree,  and  difappeaiing  in  the  morning. 

* HofFm.  1.  c.  Platner,  1.  c.  De  Haen,  Lc.  § i66. 
f HofFm.  ih. 

J Geoflroy,  Hijt.  de  la  Soc.  Roy  ale  de  Me  dec.  an  et  1 7 7 

T.  2;  Mhn.  p.  27. 

49.  When  the  fever  precedes  the  eruption,  ou 
the  latter  making  its  appearance,  which  gene^ 
rally  happens  in  one  or  two  days,  it 

The  fever  ceafes  . 1.  1 r 1 r 

on  the  eruption  immediately  ceales,  unlels,  as  very 
appearing.  rarely  happens,  the  violence  of  the 

difeafe  is  fuch,  and  fuch  the  degree  of  the  in- 
flammatory diathefis,  that  it  proceeds  to  rage  be- 
yond that  period.  The  patients,  however,  be- 
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jforc  the  eruption,  even  when  preceded  by  no 
ifever,  complain  for  feveral  days  of  being  unwell, 
and  feel  a moft  troublefome  fenfation  of  pricking 
iin  the  part  in  which  the  eruption  is  about  to  take 
{place.  Next  breaks  out  an  erup- 
ttion  of  fmall,  elevated,  red  puftules,  cklurs!* 
ffometimes  very  like  thofe  in  fmall- 
fpox,  having  an  inflamed  circle,  and  being  partly 
ddiftind:,  partly  cluftered,  and  refembling  phlyc- 
ksensE,  more  or  lefs  copious,  accompanied  with 
lancinating,  and  fometimes  intolerable  pains,  and 
aiery  heat. 

50.  Thefe  puftules  (49.)  gradually  increafe  in 
3)ulk,  and  veficles,  or  ampulla!,  full  of  a pellucid 
water,  and  traufparent,  fuch  as  boil- 

^ . r r j Proerefs  of  the 

mg  water  railes,  are  rormed  on  puftules. 
jHieir  apex.  By  degrees  the  wa- 
|esr  which  they  contain  becomes  turbid  and  0- 
isaque.  The  veficles  either  biirft,  or  become 
jiat  and  rough,  acquiring  a brown  or  black 
colour,  on  account  of  mortification  of  the  Ikin, 
md  are  changed  into  fmall  efehars.  At  laft  the 
^fchars  become  dry,  and  pafs  into 
;ard  black  crufts,  which  quickly  fall  ^ ^ 
iilf,  but,  like  the  confluent  fmall-pox,  leave  a deep 
I'it.  Frequently,  however, this  eruption  takes  place 

in  like  manner. 
Sometimes  the 
and  fpontaneoufly 


I’.veral  times  fuccefllvely,  and, 
|uccelfively  dries  and  falls  off*, 
iiuftules  undergo  fiippuration. 
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open,  continuing  to  pour  out  pus  for  three,  four, 
nay  fometimes  even  fourteen  days  f.  The  pain 
itfclf  fometimes  does  not  abate  for  a fortnight, 
and  then,  the  puftules  drying,  the  epidermis 
cracks,  becomes  rough,  and  a defquamation  takes 
place  X • but  even  then  fometimes  the  pain 
does  not  altogether  ceafe  \\. 

* Geoffiroy,  1.  c.  f De  Haen,  1.  c.  p.  114.  % HoffhUi 

1,  c.  obf.  vi.  II  Geoffroy,  1.  c. 


51.  Moft  writers  confider  the  abdominal  or 
hypochondriac  region  as  the  feat  of  the  difeafe. 

Others  place  it  above  the  umbili- 


Its  ufaal  feats. 


CUS 


making  it  furrouud  the 
middle  of  the  body  from  the  prsecordial  regionj 
to  the  back,  forming  a circle  generally  of  fome| 
finger-breadths,  filled  with  acrid  burning  puftules,^ 
attended  with  moft  intenfe  pain.  Others  tell  uSj, 
that  in  this  affedtion  the  fkin  becomes  rough,  red,j^ 

j 

and  much  corroded  by  means  of  livid  puftules, 
extending  from  the  umbilicus  all  the  way  to  the 
knees  'f.  But  this  is  not  invariably  the  cafe ; 
for  I have  more  than  once  feen  the  breaft,  back, 
fcapulsE,  arms,  and  legs,  attacked  with  this 
eruption  : nay,  we  learn  from  De  Haen  (47.)» 
that  the  forehead  is  not  always  exempt  from  the 
difeafe.  It  is  confidered  as  a mark  almoft  pecu- 
liar to  the  difeafe  that  the  clufters  of  puftules 
extending  tranfverfely,  like  a zone  or  girdle,  ne- 
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•GT  pafs  the  linea  alba  anteriorly,  nor  the  fpine  of 
'jiie  back  pofteriorly.  Hence  they  affirm,  that 
ijmly  one  fide  of  the  body  is  affected,  fuch  as  one 
iluoulder  or  thigh,  or  one  fide  of  the  breaft  ; in 
|fhich  cafe  the  puftules  begin  at  the  fpine,  and 
trminate  in  the  fternum,  without  exceeding  * 
liofe  bounds,  in  fuch  a manner  that  only  one  he- 
uifphere  is  attacked,  and  not  the  other  ||.  But 
ffiether  the  zofter  uniformly  obfcrves  this  law, 
nd  always  refembles  a zone,  I fhall  not  take 
fpon  me  to  determine.  This  only  is  certain, 
iiat  the  puftules  appear  in  clufters,  and  are  often 
;;attered  thinly,  without  obferving  any  exad; 
rrder. 


* Hoffin.  1.  c.  § 7.  f Platner,  1.  c.,§  166.  J De 
aaen,  I.  c.  GeofFroy,  I.  c.  ||  GeolTroy,  I.  c. 

52.  From  the  faithful  defcription  of  the  difeafc 
ffiich  I have  already  delivered, 
wery  one,  I prefume,  will  difco-  ery«peia” 
ter  by  what  marks  it  is  to  be  diftin- 
luiffied  from  eryfipelas,  both  fimple  and  bullous^ 
tnd  likewife  from  herpes,  particularly  the  fpe- 
ftes  called  excdens  (44.).  In  eryfipelas,  a rofe- 
coloured  red,  not  raifed  above  the  furface,  firft 
jppears ; in  the  zona,  on  the  contrary,  elevated 
ind  deep-feated  puftules  break  out,  and  feem  to  be 
ne  primary  phenomenon ; but  the  puftules  and 
IhlydaensE,  which  are  conjoined  with  the  eryfipe- 
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las  bullofum,  fupervene  upon  it  at  its  height; 
while  in  zona  they  appear  at  the  beginning. 
Moreover,  the  feat  of  eryfipelas  is  confined  to  the 
furface,  while  that  of  the  zona  is  deeper ; for  it  is 
evident,  that  not  only  the  whole  fkin,  but  alfo  the 
* adipofe  membrane  lying  under  it,  is  affeded,  in- 
flamed, and  fuppurates.  There  is  likewife  no  fmall 
diftindfion  between  eryfipelas  ulceratiim  and  the 
zona.  In  the  former,  the  ulcers  extend  farther  and 
remain  long  ; in  the  latter,  if  they  ever  take  place, 
they  are  fmall,  circumferibed,  hollow,  and  quickly 
curable,  and  are  changed  into  dry  efehars.  hler^ 
})es,  again,  generally  has  much  fmaller  and  mildef 
puftules,  neither  fo  painful  and  inflamed,  nor  are 
they  arranged  in  the  ftiape  of  a girdle ; and  if  it 
ever  appears  to  be  of  the  fpecies  called  exedens^  it 
exhibits  bad,  corroding  ulcers,  like  cancerous 
ones,  of  long  continuance  ; while  the  zofler  is  ge^ 
nerally  an  acute  difeafe,  and  of  fhort  continuance^ 
For  although  Lorry  * is  of  opinion,  that  it  is 
both  chronic  and  occafionally  epidemic,  which 
perhaps  may  be  allowed  of  the 
'fom'etime','  ^ ignis  facer,  taken  in  an  extenfiv* 

Chronic  difeafe.  j an  iu- 

ftance  of  this  fpecies  being  chronic,  excepting  in 
an  old  woman,  who  was  exceedingly  diftrefled 
for  feveral  months  with  puftules  under  the  left 
flioulder-blade,  attended  with  exceflTive  pain  and 

heat. 

* Lorry.  f 
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53.  The  fiery  heat,  pricking,  and  pain  attending 
i;  the  fmall  phlegmons,  together  with  their  eafily 
jl  pafling  into  phlydlsense  and  final! 

grangrenes,  fliew  that  the  material 
p caufe  is  not  of  a fimple,  bilious,  or 
|!  fait  nature,  nor  only  fanguineous  and  phlegmonic, 
ij  but  cauftic,  acrid,  burning  and  partaking  of  pu- 
ll ■ trefadfion,  which,  as  foon  as  it  is  evolved,  irrita- 
i ting  the  nervous  fyftem,  deranges  the  whole  aui- 
I mal  economy  * ; but,  when  carried  outwards,  and 
j fixed  in  fome  particular  part,  inflames,  corrodes, 
hand  almoft  burns  particularly  the  cutaneous 
I ; nerves,  veflTels,  and  the  cellular  membrane.  Lorry 
hdifcovers  in  it  a various  difpofition,  different  from 
('the  eryfipelatous  and  bilious  one  f,  yet  confifting 
I ' of  fordes  in  the  firft  paflTages,  vitiated  fluids,  and 
pretention  of  the  infenfible  refpiration.  It  is  re- 
limotely  occafioned  by  a bad  habit  of 
i'body,  by  a fcorbutic,  arthritic,  or 
hfimilar  dyfcrafy;  by  acrid,  faked, 
lihighly-feafoned  food,  and  by  vinous  fermented 
!' liquor. 

‘ * Hoffm.  1.  c.  f L.  c. 


PROGNOSIS. 

I 54,  Lorry  and  Geoffroy  affirm  that  this  fpecles  of 
? eruption  is  never  dangerous  or  deadly,  on  account 
of  its  having  been  treated  always  fuccefsfully.  But 
VoL.  II.  A a 
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Pliny  has  faid  that  the  zona  proves  fatal  if  it  fur- 
round  the  whole  body.  Lang  has  ihewn  it  to 
be  fatal  in  the  cafe  of  two  noblemen  ; one 
of  whom  died  of  it,  while  the  other,  being 
affeded  from  his  loins  to  his  knees  with 
this  eruption,  and  the  fever  being  attended  with 
delirium,  efcaped  the  violence  of  the  difeafe  by 
having  a vein  opened  in  each  foot,  and  employing 
other  remedies  to  check  the  fever.  “ But,”  ac- 
cording to  Hoffman,  “ the  moft  malignant  of  all  is 
that  which  takes  place  after  great  languor,  in  old  ^ 
people,  particularly  thofe  with  bad  fluids,  fome-  „ 
times  likewife  in  malignant  and  peflilential  fevers,  J 
and  which  breaks  out  under  the  nipple,  and  in  the  . 
region  of  the  heart,  or  even  in  the  hands,  and  other 
exquifitely  fenfible  parts,  fhortly  becoming  livid,  j, 
laflly  black,  and  fpeedily  fucceeded  by  death,  as  | 
was  the  cafe  with  that  of  Plater.”  Nor,  does  £ 
Platner  confider  it  as  being  void  of  danger  f.  In  p 
general,  however,  though  it  be  a fevere  and 
tormenting  complaint,  it  is  free  from  danger; 
for  I have  not  hitherto  heard  of  any  one  dying  of  *;  J 
it.  It  is  likewife  probable,  that  the  danger  which 
is  threatened  proceeds  from  the  mifmanagement 
of  the  difeafe,  or  from  a fudden  mataftafis  to  the 
internal  parts,  particularly  if  the  brain  or  lungs  be 
attacked  £ 

* HotFm.  ex  Lzng.(Epjfi.  medecin,  p.  no.)  in  epkr.  ad 
‘hferv.  vi.  f L.  c.  t Platner,  1.  c. 
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THE  CURE. 


Diluents. 


55.  As  in  this  difeafe  the  cauftic  and  delete- 
rious matter,  by  means  of  the  vital  powers,  is 
carried  to  the  furface,  and  the  complaint  in 
fome  meafure  refembles  a kind  of  critical  excre- 
tion, this  falutary  and  beneficial  effort  of  nature 
ought  on  no  account  to  be  difturbed.  We  fhould, 
therefore,  by  all  means  fecond  it  with  caution. 
Hence  it  will  be  better  to  blunt  the  acrimony  of  the 
fluids  by  diluents  and  corredtives,  and 
to  draw  it  to  the  part  to  which  nature 
diredts  it,  by  the  mildeft  diaphoretics.  This  end 
will  be  fufficiently  attained  by  the  patients  drink- 
ing an  infufion  of  borage  or  elder-berry  flowers, 
with  nitre  01  oxymel,  by  the  purefl  whey,  emul- 
fions  of  melon-feeds,  the  decodtion  of  barley, 
or  fcorzonera-root,  provided  they  be  taken  in 
fufficient  quantity,  and  lukewarm.  But  if  the  hiat- 
ter  feem  forced  to  the  Ikin  too  flowly,  we  may 
add  to  the  drink  fome  antimonial  wdne,  or  roob  of 
elder-berries,  that  it  may  be  gradually  excited  to 
adtion.  There  is  feldom  occafion  to 
have  recourfe  to  bleeding  But  if  ^'bc^e^p^ioycd 
the  fever  be  very  violent,  or,  even 
on  the  eruption  taking  place,  it  do  not  remit  j if 
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the  pulfe  be  ftrong,  full,  and  hard  ; the  refplra- 
tion  anxious  ; the  face  red  ; the  head  pained  ; and 
what  degree  of  delirium  is  prefent  do  not  ceafe  ; 
or  if  the  part,  on  which  the  force  of  the  difeafe  has 
fallen,  be  too  fwollen  and  tenfe,  and  affected  with 
exceflive  pain  ; — in  that  cafe  there  will  be  room,  » 
not  only  for  bleeding,  but  likewife  for  the  other  r. 
antiphlogiftic  remedies  f.  Geoffroy,  however,  | 
confeflfes  that  the  violent  and  excruciating  pain  * 
receives  little  alleviation  from  bleeding,  as,  even  || 
after  the  difeafe  has  been  refolved,  it  continues  X 
for  fome  time  to  be  cccafionally  felt.  De  Haen,  k 
having  in  view  the  inflammatory  diathefis  of  the 
difeafe,  without  hefitation  aflerts,  that  bleeding 
and  the  antiphlogiftic  regimen  afford  the  moft 
certain  relief.  But  it  is  fafer  not  to  have  fuch 
immediate  recourfe  to  bleeding,  unleft  the  indi- 
cations already  mentioned  point  out  its  indifpen- 
fable  neceflity.  For  it  is  frequently  omitted, 
without  injury,  as  being  quite  fuperfluous.  I re- 
member, however,  to  have  employed  it  with  ad- 
vantage when  the  difeafe  affected  one  fide  of  the  ■ 
breaft,  along  the  ribs,  and,  like  pleurify,  occa-  9 
fioned  fuch  torture  as  to  interrupt  the  refpiration.  1 

* GeofFroy,  1.  c.  f De  Haen,  1.  c.  ^ 

56.  Perhaps  when  it  may  either  appear  unfafe 
to  open  a vein,  left  the  matter  be  forced  in,  oi' 


1 


OF  THE  IGNIS  SACER. 


373 
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I 

Ijiat  leaft  by  no  means  neceflary,  yet 

\ r , . n 1 j ^ 1*  Leeches  and  cup- 

liJfomething  mult  be  done  to  relieve  ping.giaffes. 
Inthe  pain,  which  is  very  troublefomei 
Ijtthe  application  of  leeches,  or  of  a wet  cupping- 
j^iglafs,  will  open  a paflage  for  the  ftagnant  and  ir- 
iiritating  humour,  and  prevent  diftenlion  of  the 
jinerves,  which  I myfelf  have  fometimes  tried,  not 
(only  without  injury,  but  with  advantage,  as  in 
(Other  cutaneous  exanthematic  difeafes.  Likewife, 
tfor  allaying  the  pain  and  anxiety,  it 

Ml  1 r 11  ^ Soporific  rtine- 

iwill  be  proper  occalionally  to  have  dies, 
rrecourfe  to  foporifics,  and  mild  pa- 
rregorics,  while  we  wait  until  the  violence  of  the 
(difeafe  intircly  fubfides. 

57.  Nor  muft  the  motion  of  nature  be  difturbed 
Iby  purging  the  belly,  left  of  a 
iimetaftafts  taking  place  to  the  inter-  ^fcd^c"autbufly!!* 
jinal  parts.  It  m^y  be  relaxed,  how- 
|(ever,  by  very  gentle  and  repeated  inje<ftions,  to 
jiremove  whatever  fomes  may  be  contained  in  the 
\}prinue  via.  In  the  mean  time  we 

^ Topical  remedies. 

!(are  not  to  omit  the  external  appli- 
(cation  of  fuch  remedies  as  prove  emollient,  blunt 
tthe  pain,  and  piomote  the  perfpiration.  Fomen- 
iitations,  therefore,  and  the  fofteft  cataplafms,  will 
jiprove  fcrviceable.  The  part  may  be  fomented 
I'with  a decodion  of  elder-herrv  flowers,  and 
hmallows,  tepid  milk,  whey,  and  fuch  like 
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things,  frequently  repeated,  and  moderately 
warm.  Likewife  the  cataplafms  may  be  com- 
pofed  of  bread  and  mallows  boiled  in  milk.  Some- 
times a folution  of  the  mucilage  of  gum-arabic  is 
very  well  calculated  for  alleviating  the  pain.  Nor 
muft  we  defift  from  thefe  means  although  the 
puftules  have  become  dry,  efpecially  if  the  parts 
be  ftill  fomewhat  rigid,  until  they  recover  their 
foftnefs.  The  cerate  of  Galen,  recently  prepared, 
is  faid  to  alfuage  the  pain  * ; but  I am  difpofed 
to  confider  thofe  things  as  hurtful  which  dry  and 
reprefs  the  humidity  of  tlie  puftules,  as  well  as  pre- 
parations of  lead  : while  I look  on  the  oil  recently 
exprefled  from  yolks  of  eggs,  with  which  Hoff- 
man i'  advifes  the  puftules  and  efchars  to  be 
anointed  towards  the  end  of  the  difeafe,  to  be 
quite  harmlefs.  After  they  have  fallen  off,  and 
when  the  difeafe  is  now  nearly  removed,  the 
belly  muft  at  length  be  purged  by  fome  proper 
medicine. 


♦ GcofFroy,  I.  c. 


Hoffm.  1.  c.  obf.  vi. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

CONCERNING  THE  SCARLET  FEVER  *. 

58.  There  is  a much  greater  refemblance  be- 
tween eryfipelas  and  fcarlet  fever,  which  is  an 
eruption,  named  trom  its  fcarlet 

^ , , Origin  of  ihe 

colour,  alFedting  almoft  the  whole  name, 
furface  of  the  fkin  with  bright  red 
fpots,  of  various  forms,  and  fhortly  extending  in 
breadth.  Sometimes  thofe  fpots  are  fo  enlarged 
in  every  direftion,  as  to  become  confluent,  and 
cover  the  whole  furface,  like  an  univerfal  eryfi- 
pelas.  But  in  whatever  manner  that  colour  af- 
fects the  fkin,  whether  fparfely  or  univerfally, 
it  is  plain  and  fmooth,  not  rough  ; and  when 
prelfed,  efpecially  at  firft,  it  becomes  white,  al- 
though, on  removing  the  preflfure,  it  Ihortly  re- 
covers its  former  colour  ; nor  does  it  raife  the 
{kin  much  In  which  refpefts,  indeed,  it  bears 
a great  refemblance  to  eryfipelas,  but  differs  from 
it  in  the  firft  appearance  of  the  eruption,  in  the 
nature  of  the  fever,  and  in  certain  fymptoms,  in 
its  termination  and  fucceffivcly  returning,  as  will 
immediately  appear  from  its  hiftory.  But  as  there 

A a 4 


37^  OF  THE  SCARLET  FEVER. 

are  two  principal  fpecics  of  it,  namely  the  benign 
and  malignant^  I lhall  lirft  defcribe  the  one,  and 
then  the  other,  to  diftinguifh  them  properly. 

* The  Purpura  et  rubor es  of  Foreft,  Obferv.  1.  vii.  obf.  fp/in 
fchol.  The  Febris  fcarlatma  of  Sydenham,  Oper.  med.  fe£l:.  vi. 
c.  2.  and  of  other  author^  The  Rojalia  of  Hoffman,  De  febr. 
feft.  i.  c.  viii.  $ 3.  The  Febris  rubra  of  fomd  writers.  The 
Rubeola  veterum  of  Gruner,  Morb.  antiq.  p.  62.  63. 

-|-  Hcifler’s  Compend.  med.  c.  iii.  fe£l.  vi.  p.  34. 

THE  BENIGN  SCARLET  FEVER. 

59.  This  difeafe  appears  at  any  period,  but 
more  frequently,  according  to  Sydenham  in 
^ . the  beginning  of  autumn,  or,  as 

Its  defcript;on.  1 • ° . 

Juncker  j rather  fuppofes,  in  the 
fummer  feafon.  It  rarely  prevails  fporadically, 
generally  appearing  as  an  epidemic,  and  often  at- 
tacking whole  families.  It  is  chiefly  hoftile  to 
young  people  and  children,  though  at  the  fame 
time  it  does  not  fpare  adults.  It  commonly  begins 
with  fever,  like  the  other  exanthematic  difeafes, 
but  frequently  the  fcarlet  eruption  makes  its  ap- 
pearance before  the  prefence  of  any  fever  is 
perceived  | ; but  it  generally  obferves  the  type  of 
a remittent,  every  evening  repeating  its  acceflions, 
and  fuffering  an  aggravation  |[.  It  fometimes  re- 
mits in  fuch  a manner  as  to  feem  to  intermit,  or 
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iin  fadt  alTumes  the  nature  of  a real  intermitting 
bjuotidian  §.  It  is,  therefore,  not  furprifing  that 
|lt  is  generally  named  from  the  fever. 

* Oper.  omn.  fe£t.  vi.  cap  2.  f Tahul.  Ixxv.  J Helf- 
It'sr,  1.  c.  II  Vogel,  de  cognofc.  et  curand.  morb.  § 151.  et.  feq. 

I Andr.  Bernard.  Kirchvogel,  Diar.  med.  pradi.  cap.  iin  p.  29. 
^dit.  Vindob.  I77X- 

60.  The  fever  begins  with  gentle  Ihivering  or 
^cold.  This  is  fucceeded  in  general  by  mild  heat, 
moderate  thirft,pain  in  the  throat,  or 

Symptoms  pre- 

certain  degree  of  violent  heat,  and  ceding  the  e- 
kofs  of  ftrength.  In  the  mean  time, 

|(bme  oppreffion  of  the  cheft  hipervenes,  rendering 
‘Ihe  refpiration  difficult  and  irregular,  together  with 

I I vertiginous  heavinefs  of  the  head,  or  an  acute 
^leadach,  and  fometimes  a dry  cough,  but  not  fo 
Irroublefome  nor  fo  conftant  as  in  meafles 
iWith  thefe  fymptoms  frequently  are  conjoined 
liiaufea,  vomiting,  and  epiftaxis  f , but  the  latter 
juappens  oftener  in  pletheric  patients  during  the 
laruption  J than  before  it.  Sometimes  coma,  or 
jifpiledliic  convulfions,  or  eclampfia,  efpecially  in 
[iioys,  precede  or  accompany  the  eruption  at  the 
|!«eginning  [[.  On  the  fecond  or  third  day 
iuay,  fometimes  on  the  fourth,  the  face  fwells, 
j>»ecomes  quite  ^ covered  with  a great 

I number  of  bright  red  fpots,  at  firft 

t.'mall,  and  of  various  forms,  ffiordy  becoming 

iuroader  and  confluent,  and  gradually  extending 
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over  a greater  fpace.  Next,  the  fame  kind  of  fpots 
break  out  ontheback,breaft,and  laftly  on  the  joints, 
of  confiderable  breath,  and (hortly  rendering  almoft 
the  whole  fkin  of  a fcarlet  colour**.  Then  alfo  the 
fingers  become  fo  fwelled,  or  tenfe,  that  they  can- 
not be  bent  but  with  difficulty  j''j.  In  the  mean 
time,  however,  the  fomes  of  the  difeafe  being 
forced  outwards,  the  fever  and  all  the  fymptoms 
are  remarkably  relieved,  or  difappear  intirely. 

* Juncker,  Tab.  cit.  -f  Vogel,  1.  c.  f Juncker,  1.  c. 
D Vogel,  1.  c.  et  Sydenh.  1.  c.  § Vogel,  l.c.  H Juncker, 
1.  c.  **  id.  ib.  tt  Vogel,  1.  c. 


^ I . After  the  rednefs  has  continued  for  two, 
three,  or  four  days  unchanged,  it  is  gradually  di- 
minifhedjthefwelling  of  the  facefub- 

Thc  defquama-  almoft  the  whole  fkin  falls  off, 

non.  ’ r • i-’ 

attended  with  very  uneafy  itching, 
nay  fometimes  it  falls  offin  great  crufts*,  or  at  leaft 
is  very  eafily  rubbed  off,  leaving  fome  very  fmall 
fcales,  like  bran,  which  go  and  come  fometimes 
two  or  even  three  times  Nor  is  it  an 


''“™'  uncommon  thing  for  the  fpots  them- 
felves  to  return  a few  days  after  t,  but  then  they 
are  generally  fewer  in  number,  and  fmaller,  and  for 
the  moft  part  attended  with  no  fevere  fymptom. 
In  the  mean  time  the  fever,  which,  togethei  wi 
all  the  fymptoms,  had  begun  to  abate  confider- 
ably,  if  it  L not  yet  ceafed,  haftens  to  a turn. 
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land  a falutary  diaphorefis  being  kept  up,  it 
iicquickly  difappears  intirely.  During  the  whole 
ffirft  and  fecond  ftage  of  the  complaint,  and  at  its 
ilheight,  the  belly  is  generally  bound  j but  in  the 
itthird  ftage,  or  towards  the  end,  it  becomes 
illoolb  II . 

* Juncker,  1.  c.  f Sydenham,  I.  c.  | Kirchvogel, 
jJ.  c.  II  Juncker,  1.  c. 

62.  This  is  the  fpecies  of  fcarlet  fever  which 
|IDe  Haen  * has  confounded  with  the  rofalia  of 
IMartianus,  (by  which  name  Martianus  f obferved, 
mot  fcarlet  fever,  but  meafles,  to  be  commonly 
kcalled,  as  any  one  may  gather  from  his  defcrip- 
jttion  of  it),  and  Morton  with  meafles  But  it 
jjfeems  eafily  diftinguilhable  from  meafles  by  the 
jirednefs  being  brighter,  and  refem- 
jlbling  an  eryfipelas,  and  by  the  fpots 
jibeing  much  broader,  more  diffufed, 
j:and  of  more  particular  fhape,  and  not  rendering 
jlthe  (kin  unequal  or  rough  : while  in  meafles  the 
lipuftules  are  true  and  circumfcribed  ones,  fmall, 
•raifed,  red,  and,  though  thick  and  diftin<ft:,  not 
i'only  appearing  elevated,  but  alfo  being  really  ma- 
nifeftly  rough  and  granulous  to  the  touch,  at 
leaft  on  the  face.  Next,  in  meafles,  there  is  pre- 
fent  a very  troublefome  cough,  nay,  it  even  fomc- 
times  precedes  the  eruption  ; there  is  a watering 
of  the  eyes,  and  frequent  fneezing,  which  by  no 
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means  happen  in  fcarlet  fever.  I would  not 
deny,  however,  that  fometimes  both  the  erup- 
tions are  blended  together  in  fuch  a way,  as,  ac- 
cording to  the  nature  of  the  combination,  in  Vo- 
gel’s opinion,  to  conftitute  a double 
diiS!*  kind  of  complaint,  namely,  a mor- 
bilious  or  miliary  fpecies  of  fcarlati- 
na,  according  as  it  is  combined  with  meafles,  or 
the  miliary  puftules,  of  which  here- 
or'"  after.  Wherefore  the  fimple  one, 
already  defcribed,  for  the  fake  of  | 
diftindiion,  fhall  be  called  maculofa^  ■ 
and  that  which  is  complicated 

* Febr.  divif.  I.  c.  f On  the  Epid.  of  Hippocrat.  1.  2. 
fed.  iii.  V.  20.  * f Oper.  omn.  T.  iii.  c.  v.  ^ 

I 

THE  CAUSES.  f 

63.  The  proximate  caufe  feems  to  be  an  eryfi-  | 
pelatous  phlogofis  of  the  whole  (kin,  occafioned  by 
fome  acrid  matter,  extricated  by  the 
^andCaTeTiar  febrile  motion,  and  gradually  car-  . 

ried  to  the  cutaneous  veffels,  which 
by  its  irritation  inflames  the  fkin  and  the  corpus 
mucofum  of  Malpighi.  This  acrid  matter,  again> 
is  either  generated  and  colleded  in  the  blood  itfelf> 
until  the  vital  power,  being  in  confequence  fti- 
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imulated,  attempts  to  get  rid  of  it ; or  it  is  fup- 
palied  hj  the  retention  of  the  perfpirable  matter, 
DDr  probably  palTes  from  the  primes  via  into  the 
blood ; or  it  is  communicated  by  an  e^Ltemal 
piiafma  floating  in  the  air,  or  received  by  conta- 
^on  ; which  is  both  a very  frequent  occurrence, 
und  generally  confidered  as  almofl;  invariable. 
[For  it  is  very  probable  that  the  exanthemata,  al- 
lhough differing  according  to  the  diverfity  and 
degree  of  the  morbific  fomes,  arife  from  all  thefe 
::aufes.  But  the  difeafe  is  generally 
lixcited  by  acrimonies  in  the  fluids, 
nowever  occafioned,  by  faked  and 
Heating  food,  exceffive  agitation  of  body,  the 
ineat  of  fummer,  hidden  cold,  and  by  the  preva- 

kence  of  epidemic  and  contagious  complaints. 

i 

j THE  PROGNOSIS. 

1 

i 

! 64.  It  is  fuppofed  that  the  difeafe,  when  be- 

tiign,  and  occurring  in  young  people  with  well- 
^conditioned  fluids,  is  flight  and  void 
bf  danger ; and  that  this  is  adually  cies  void  of  dan- 
iihe  cafe  we  learn  from  experience,  when 
fr  or  frequently,  merely  by  attention  tim« 
i<o  the  diet,  and  a gentle  diaphorefis,  retinng?bi??e- 
it  is  difeuffed  within  a few  days.  A 
raemorrhage  from  the  nofe,  during  the  eruption, 
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proves  of  remarkable  fervice  *.  But  although  it 
be  a benign,  eafy  difeafe,  and  of  ftiort  continuance, 
yet,  cither  on  account  of  the  cutaneous  difcharge 
being  negleded,  and  cold  being  caught,  or  on 
account  of  employing  too  heating  a plan  of  cure, 
it  is  converted  into  a dangerous  and  malignant 
one.  For  the  patient  runs  very  imminent  rifk 
if  the  fcarlet  eruption  retires  inwards,  as  in  that 
cafe  the  worft  kinds  of  phrenitis,  angina,  peri- 
pneumony,  convulfions,  and  cough  arife,  gene- 
rally proving  fatal. 

* Juncker,  1.  c. 

THE  CURE. 

6^.  In  this  fpecies,  therefore,  in  which  nature 
of  herfelf  attempts  a falutary  crifis,  Sydenham, 
the  firft  of  praditioners,  and  dif-' 
tingulihed  for  his  accurate  invefti- 
' gation  of  difeafes,  whofe  example 

is  followed  by  almoft  every  other  writer,  con- 
tends with  reafon,  that  nothing  ought  to  be  at- 
tempted, but  that  we  fhould  wait  until  the  blood 
frees  itfelf  from  the  heterogeneous  and  noxious 
acrimony,  and  difperfes  it  through  the  pores  of  the 
Ikin.  Hence  he  advifes  the  abftaining  from 
bleeding,  purging,  and  heating  remedies  of  all 
kinds  ; that  by  the  former  the  operations  of  na- 
ture, while  endeavouring  to  force  out  the  com- 
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jplalnt,  may  not  be  checked,  or  by  the  latter  an 
cexceflive  motion  excited,  and  the  fever  increa- 
jffed  beyond  bounds,  thus  oppofmg  that  moderate 
{(degree  of  motion  requifite  for  the  gentle  fepara- 
^ttion  andfucceffive  excretion  of  the  morbific  fomes. 
IHe  therefore  preferibes  temperate  diet,  intirely 
ifforbidding  the  eating  of  fldh,  and  ufing  of  vi- 
jrnous  liquors.  For  the  drink,  he  recommends 
irmilk  boiled  with  three  times  its  quantity  of  water ; 
iinor  does  he  allow  the  patients  to  go  abroad,  or 
j(expofe  themfelves  to  the  open  air,  although  he 
ills  not  an  advocate  for  keeping  them  perpe- 
tually confined  to  bed.  For  in 
phis  way,  he  affirms,  that  the  difeafe 

liis  difeuffed  without  uncafinefs  or 

■1 

kdanger  ; while  by  an  oppofite  it  is  aggravated, 
i;3and  rendered  fatal.  When  coma, 

...  What  the  coma 

icor  epileptic  convullions,  come  on  at  and  convuinons 
tthe  beginning  (6o.),  a large  and 
i]powerful  epifpaftic  applied  to  the  back  of  the 
|:neck,  and  a paregoric  to  be  taken  off  immediately, 
aand  repeated  every  night  during  the  w'hole  courfe 
cof  the  difeafe,  are  recommended  by  him.  Laflly, 
Twffien  a complete  defquamation  has  taken  place, 
ffie  propofes  gently  purging  the 

^ , Purging  towards 

ilbelly,  that  any  remains  or  the  mor-  the  end  of  the 

. dileafc. 

; ibihc  matter  may  be  removed ; in 

which  refpedt  all  other  writers  agree  with  him. 
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66.  And  indeed  it  is  proved  that  the  fcarlet 
fever,  when  it  is  flight  and  of  the  benign  kind, 

is  fuccefsfully  refolved  by  the  mere 

icvere  kind  of  aid  of  natuie,  and  employ  in^^  a pro** 
the  complaint.  regimen  without  medicines. 

But  if  it  be  fomewhat  more  fevere,  it  feems  to  re- 
quire the  afliftance  of  art.  In  that  cafe  diluent, 
cooling,  and  fubacid  remedies  are  generally  pro- 
pofed  as  neceflary  for  blunting  and  correcting 
the  peculiar  and  -warm  acrimony  of  the  fluids. 
Heifter  * thinks  that  cooling  and  gently  diaphore- 
tic powders  (which  almoft  all  the  followers  of 
Stahl  and  Hoffman  employ)  might  be  added  to 
them  with  advantage.  Although  fuch  powders, 
which  are  generally  compofed  of  abforbents,  cinna* 
bar  and  nitre,  to  us  feem  poflefled  of  fo  little 
power  as  fcarcely,  if  at  all,  to  affeCt  the  reft  of  the 

Ample  cure.  But  what  Sydenham, 
A remark  on  of  learning  after 

him,  obferve,  concerning  the  omit- 
ting of  bleeding,  does  not  hold  fo  invariably  as  to 
preclude  the  ufe  of  the  lanceR  upon  all  occafions. 
For  in  the  malignant  fpecies,  as  will  afterwards  ap- 
pear, it  is  confidcrcd  by  mod  phyficians  of  exteii- 
five  praaice,  as  a remedy  effeaing  the  mod  itii- 
mediate  relief.  And  why  diould  it  not  be  fo  m 
the  benign  fpecies  likewife,  when  the  patient  is  0 
a plethoric  habit,  and  the  fever  violent ; or  when 
any  fevere  fymptom  is  prefent  in  the  head  or 
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i 

o)reaft  ? Freind  very  judicioufly  remarks  f : “ In. 
:»yfipelas,  fmall-pox,  meafles,  the  fcarlet  fever,  and 
nther  fimilar  complaints,  if  the  fymptoms  are  vio- 
ieent,  and  affed  the  head  or  lungs,  or  excite  great 
DJain  in  any  particular  part,  we  may  reafonably 
aiave  recourfe  to  bleeding  with  all  manner  of 
bfety.  In  fad,  though  1 have  repeatedly  tried 
Ifie  experiment,  I never  once  obferved  any  of  theie 
^Eruptions  ftrike  in  after  bleeding,  when  it  feemed 
ueceflary  and  the  experiments  of  other  Ikil- 
jiul  phyficians  confirm  his  obfervation.  But  we 
.uave  more  reafon  to  dread  the  ftriking  in  of  the 
pruption  from  the  increafed  violence  of  the  fever, 
br  from  the  fpafmodic  affedions  cccafioned  by  the 
ijains  or  inflammations ; and  this  is  moft  effedual- 
)Y  prevented,  particularly  by  bleeding.  For  when 
Ihe  motion  of  the  blood  is  fo  exceflfive,  although 

Iifcy  means  of  bleeding  it  may  be  in  fome  mealure 
Ihecked,  yet  fuch  a degree  of  force  ftill  remains^ 
lis  to  enable  it  to  propel  the  fluids  powerfully  to 
Ihe  fkin,  without  allowing  of  a retrograde  mo- 
!iion  of  them.  Caution  ought  therefore  o be  ufed, 
!hat  the  blood  may  not  be  let  to  fuch  extent  as 
(O  weaken  the  vital  powers  too  much,  and  check 
tts  power  of  forcing  out  the  matter.  For,  in  fuch 
u cafe,  the  ftriking  in  of  the  eruption  might  be 
iipprehended  from  the  languid  vis  a tergo, 

* Compend.  med.prac.  cap.iv.  § xxx. 

Hijlor.  viedecin.  p.  21.  edit.  Venet.  ann.  1735. 

^ VoL.  II.  B b 
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67.  Sydenham  and  Juncker  are  fo  apprehen-» 
five  of  purging  the  belly,  that  the  one  fufpeO;s  in-' 
jedions  to  prove  hurtful,  and  the 
*"pu^giug  ^ other,  if  a diarrhoea  fupervenes,  im- 
mediately attempts  to  check  it  by 
adding  to  each  dofc  of  the  correding  powder 
which  he  ufes  ten  grains  of  cafcarilla.  But  fuch 
apprehenfion  is  not  always  well  founded,  unlefs 
the  purging  employed  be  exceffive,  or  ill  timed, 
or  the  diarrhoea  reduce  the  vital  powers  too 
much.  Nay,  at  the  very  beginning  of  the  com- 
plaint, before  the  eruption  has  taken  place,  if 
fymptoms  of  colluvies  in  the  primee  via  appear, 
why  ought  we  not  to  purge  the  belly  by  mean? 
of  a gentle  cathartic  ? What  injury  is  to  be  ap-^' 
prehended  from  mild  injections,  which  gently- 
drawoff  the  fordes  ? Tozzetti,  2l- 
“^Tozleurcon-  man  of  undoubted  learning,  and  of 
the  moft  extenfive  experience,  wa^ 
more  than  once  furprifed  to  find  the 
diarrhoea  m this  difeafe,  both  at  its  outfet  and 
during  its  progrefs,  prove  falutary  ; which  led  him 
to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  abftaining  fo  care- 
fully from  the  ufe  of  cathartics  and  clyfters 

When  fymptoms  of  gaftric  colluvies 
appear,  I never  hcfitate  about  quick- 
thc  prim»  it  off  j Rs  I havc  frequent- 

ly feen,  that,  when  left  in  the  fyftem,  it  either  im- 
parts a worfe  taint  to  the  blood,  or  excites  fpafm* 
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Ittid  pains  in  the  abdomen,  by  which  the  fepara-^ 
ikon  of  the  morbific  matter  is  either  retarded,  or 
I'is  ftriking  in,  when  already  feparated,  promoted. 

Prim.  Raccolt.  ojfer^j.  p.  I02. 

i 68.  But  nothing  is  more  pernicious  to  fuch  as 
ilbour  under  fcarlatina,  than  to  uncover  the  body, 
IT  to  rife  and  remain  long  out  of  bed,  or  to  ex- 
cofe  one’s  felf  imprudently  to  the 

. , - The  bad  effeds  of 

cool  air.  Tor  the  eruption  IS  eality  the  cooling  regU 

jjrced  in,  to  the  great  rilk  of  the 
aatient.  Nor  ought  we  to  attend  to  thofe  who 
judifcriminately  recommend  the  ufing  of  the  cool- 
ng  regimen,  forcing  the  patient  once  or  twice  out 
ff  bed  every  day,  and  making  him  remain  up  for 
nme  time,  while  at  he  fame  time  they  caufe 
i conftant  renewal  of  the  cool  air.  The  immi- 
kent  rifk  with  which  fuch  a plan  is  attended, 
pill  appear  evidently  to  any  one  who  carefully 
ttid  impartially  obferves  the  confequences  refult- 
■ng  from  fuch  a mode  of  treatment.  To  pre- 
sent any  accident,  therefore,  we  muft  beware  of 
wery  caufe,  however  flight,  which  may  have  a 
nndency  to  force  back  the  eruption^  And  if  it 
wer  happen  that  the  body  has  been 

• . • What  ought  tobe 

«pofed  to  the  cold  air,  giving  rea-  done  to  prevent 

, , . n *1  . • r liriking  in. 

on  to  apprehend  the  linking  in  or 
me  complaint,  we  muft  have  immediate  recourfe 
m diaphoretic  and  heating  draughts,  as  an  infur 

B b 2 
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fion  of  elder-berry  flowers,  or  teil-tree,  or  fome 
fuch  means,  to  renew  a gentle  perfpiration.  Sp. 
Mindereri,  fo  much  recommended  in  exanthe- 
matic  complaints,  on  account  of  its  diaphoretic 
and  antifeptic  power,  may  be  alfo  employed.  Nor 
is  this  caution  to  be  obferved  during  the  eruption 
only,  but  like  wife  after  its  difappearance,  and  the 
commencement  of  the  defquama* 
ihouid  tion  has  taken  place,  the  belly  ha* 
be  kci  t up.  ving  been  previoufly  purged,  as  we 

have  already  advifed  to  be  done,  when  an  intire  fo- 
lution  of  the  difeafe  has  been  brought  about.  For 
the  patient  ought  to  be  ftill  made  to  keep  his  bed 
a few  days,  efpecially  during  cold  weather ; as  a 
perfect  cure  cannot  be  obtained  without  keeping 
up  a free  perfpiration  Nay,  in  Tufeany,  wheft 
this  dileafe  is  of  very  frequent  occurrence,  men  of 
fkill  in  the  profeflion,  having  frequently  experien- 
ced the  bad  confcqiiences  of  renewing  the  air  at 
any  feafon  of  the  year,  even  during  a w'arm  fum- 
mer,  have  laid  it  down  as  a rule,  not  to  change  tht 
air  nor  the  bed-chamber  for  fix  weeks  t*  'Which 
is  done  with  the  view  of  preventing,  as  much  as 
poflible,  the  bad  elfcds  frequently  refulting  from 
the  remains  of  the  difeafe  being  retained,  and  not 
altogether  diflipated.  I am  of  opinion,  however, 
that  this  rule  muft  be  confidered  as  applying  only 
to  the  imprudent  renewing  of  the  air  and  changing 
of  the  bed-chamber ; as  it  is  very  well  known, 
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jkiat  the  air,  when  pregnant  with  human  effluvia, 
f^ecomes  hurtful  and  inimical  to  the  free  difeharge 
|)ff  the  infenfible  perfpiration. 

* Heifter,  1.  c. 

f As  recorded  by  Targionlus,  in  the  third  volume  of  hit 
cork,  intiticd,  Awift  fopra  la  /alute  umana,  per  /’  anno  1778, 
i 262. 


! THE  MALIGNANT  SCARLET  FEVER. 

I 

i 

i 

j 69.  But  befides  the  benign  and  regular  fcarlet 
bver,  of  which  we  have  hitherto  treated,  there 
it  another  called  malignant  and  anomalous^  on 
icccount  of  its  being  more  violent  and  dangerous, 
imd  fometimes  even  proving  fatal. 

, What  the  terra 

(or  we  do  not  employ  the  term  malignant  here 
(ere  in  its  ftrid  and  proper  fenfe, 
lut  in  a loofer  one,  implying  the  feverity  and  great 
ranger  of  the  complaint.  This  fpccies  is  fre- 
jvuently  announced  bya  fixed  pain  in 

I . . Symptoms  of  the 

rome  part,  or  one  Ihirting  its  litua-  malignant  fpe- 
kon,  without  any  evident  caufc,  and 
^ifithout  any  perceptible  external  mark,  or  change 
ff  the  part,  which  is  a fymptom  fometimes  found 
X)  be  in  common  to  other  malignant  eruptions 
^Ifo,  but  efpecially  fmall-po.x.  De  Haen  * has 
laentioned  an  inftance  of  fuch  a phenomenon  pre- 

Bb  3 
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ceding  fcarlet  fever,  wliich  occurred  in  the  courfe 
of  his  pradlice.  But  it  is  a much  more  frequent 
occurrence,  and,  as  it  were,  peculiar  to  it,  for 
the  difeafe  to  be  preceded  by  a fevere  cough,  in- 
flammation and  rednefs  of  the  eyes,  and  fome- 
timcs  loofenefs.  Next  the  fever  comes  on,  after 
Ihivering,  with  very  great  heat  of  the  fkin,  and  un- 
quenchable thirfl:,  headach,  quick  and  firong  pulfe, 
inflammation  or  pain  of  the  throat,  quick  and  diffi- 
cult refpiration,  fimilar  to  what  happens  in  peri- 
pneumony,fometimes  adefire  to  vomit,  or  vomiting 
itfelff,  coma  and  delirium;  and  it  fometimes  con- 
tinues three,  four,  or  five  days,  with  an  increafe 
of  all  the  fymptoms  before  the  fpots  appear-  Ge- 
nerally, however,  like  fmall  erylipelatous  inflam-*; 
Illations,  they  quickly  cover  the  whole  body  with 
an  eryfipelatous  rednefs,  fooner  than  in  the  beiiigrt. 
fpecies,  breaking  out  fometimes  towards  the  end  of 
the  firft,  or  upon  the  fecond  day  X ; and  the  parUt 
themfelves  affeded  with  rednefs  are  more  fvvelled 
and  elevated  than  in  the  benign  fpecies.  At  thi> 
time,  the  expedoration  and  urine  itfelf,  accord- 
ing to  Rofen,have  fometimes  appeared  tinged  with 
blood.  That  rednefs  generally  continues  upon  the 
fkin  for  four  days  more,  during  which  the  fever  is 
obferved  to  be  violent,  and  all  its  fymptoms,  fo  far 
from  being  diminifhed,  are  increafed,  occafionally 
giving  rife  to  fatal  phreiiitis,  fuffbeations,  and 
peripneumony.  Sometimes,  when  the  fpots  break 
put  at  one  time  more,  at  another  lefs  numerous. 
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jor  at  one  time  redder,  and  the  next  moment  lefs 
jfro,  in  that  cafe  a metaftafis  to  the  head  is  likely 
itto  take  place,  fucceeded  by  hemiplegia,  or  fud- 
iilen  death.  But  if  then  pus,  mingled  with 
jiblood,  is  difcharged  by  one  or  other  ear,  there 
lirremains  ftill  fome  hope,  according  to  Rofen, 
[jcof  a favourable  event.  At  any  rate,  it  is  an 
l^in variable  fadt,  that  the  fever  is  of  long  contl- 
llmuance.  It  generally  obferves  the  type  of  a con- 
tdnued  remittent,  being  for  the  moft  part  attended 
jvwith  fluffing  of  the  noftrils,  hoarfenefs,  and  ex- 
jcceffive  heat  of  the  fkin.  Sometimes,  however, 
tthe  difeafe  is  of  fuch  an  infidious  nature,  that  if 
jtthe  pulfe  is  merely  attended  to,  the  patients  do 
mot  feem  at  all  affedted  with  fever,  which  is  a 
tmark  almoft  peculiar  to  malignity  ; or  it  fome- 
ttimes  has  fuch  manifeft  remiffions,  as  to  feem  to 
iintermit  |. 

* In  the  epidemic  which  prevailed  at  Copenhagen  in  the 
^ear  1777  and  1778,  it  was  cfteemed  among  the  word  fymp- 
ttoms.  Meza,  Comp.  med.praEl.  fafcic.  i.  c.  xviii.  p.  163. 

Rat.  contin.  P.  i.  c.  vii.  p.  98.  :{;  Id.  ib. 

In  the  epidemic  juft  now  mentioned,  in  the  beginning 
tthe  flcin  was  very  red,  like  boiled  lobfters.  Meza,  1.  c.  $ 164. 

70.  According  as  it  is  fporadic,  or  epidemic, 

. and  according  to  the  variety  of  the  patient’s  age, 
temperament,  habit  of  body,  the  feafon,  and  the 
ftatc  of  the  air,  it  attacks  people  in  different  ways, 
?ind  varies  from  its  ufual  manner  of  proceeding  ; in 
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which  cafe  it  is  called,  net  only  tnalignant^  but  alfo 
anomahus.  Thus,  fometimes  the 

The  anomalous  • r r i . 

fpecics.  eruption  or  Ipots  begins  in  the 
loins  and  lower  extremities,  from 
thence  proceeding  to  the  fuperior  parts.  Fre- 
quently the  face,  feet,  and  hands  fwell,  as  in 
fina  11-pox,  and  the  fever,  together  with  the  fcarlet 
colour,  does  not  difappear  for  two  or  three  weeks. 
Nay,  inflances  are  recorded  of  the  fever  and  fear-  ' 
let  eruption  having  been  prolonged  for  forty 
days  It  has  like  wife  been  fometimes  obferved, 
after  the  difeuffion  and  delquamation  of  the  '*■ 
fcarlet  eruption,  that  the  loofenefs  hill  continues,  j 
accompanied  with  a flow  fever,  of  the  fpecies 
called  ampJjirncrlna^  thus  confuming  and  waft- 
ing the  patient’s  ftrength  f. 

* De  Haen,  1.  c.  f Morton,  T.  lil.'c.  v.  hift,  x. 


71- 

longs 


To  the  malignant  fpecies  certainly  be- 
that  which  has  been  occafionally  feen 
by  Sennert,  and  of  which  he  gave 

The  fpecics  of  the  ^ ^ 

fever  deferibed  a defcription  ill  1 6 1 Q * ; to  whom 
bv  Sennert  refe-  , . , r , it  r 

rabie  to  the  ma-  both  the  name  01  the  dileafe  was 

li^ant  kind.  ' , ii  i r i 

* unknown,  as  well  as  the  limple 

and  benign  fpecies  of  it  wdiich  I have  already 
deferibed.  But  as  he  was  doubtful  concern- 
ing its  name,  on  account  of  feeing  it  attack 
children  only  he  at  length  concluded  that  it 
yvas  a particular  variety  of  meafles.  But  the 
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iiJefcription  of  the  difeafe  given  by  him  exadly  cor- 
irerponds  with  that  of  the  malignant  fcarlet  fever ; 
Jnor  is  there  any  reafon  for  referring  it  to  meafles 
fon  account  of  its  attacking  children  only,  as  it 
pppears  to  be  a certain  fa£t,  that  adults  alfo  are 
irrequently  affeded  with  it.  Lang  al- 

rr  1 r *1  1 j • I • r Like  wife  that  of 

[(o  defcnbes  a very  bad  epidemic  Icar-  Lang, 
let  fever  which  he  himfelf  faw  in  the 
jyears  1695  and  1697  in  Saxony  f . Morton  has  gi- 
wen  the  defcription  of  a malignant, 

• 1 r • r ..1-  The  peftilential 

may  pciiilential,  Ipecies  or  the  an-  fpedes of  Morton, 
teafe,  attended  with  fwellings  of  the 
[parotid  glands,  buboes  ij:,  and  ulceration  of  the 
[throat  and  mouth.  In  the  years  1748  and  1749, 
aa  highly  malignant  and  pernicious  fpecies  of 
Ifcarlatina  prevailed  at  the  Hague.  It  began  with 
wiolent  pain,  and  proved  fatal  to  a great  number 
rof  children,  and  to  many  young  people.  Nay, 
lit  converted  the  throat  and  cheeks  into  malig- 
mant  ulcers,  and  the  bones  of  the  cheek  into  very 
Ibad  caries,  producing  the  fame  effeds  on  the 
jllegs  ||. 

'j 

j * Med.  praB.  T.  2,  1.  iv.  de  febr.  c.  xii.  de  varlol.  et  morh. 
^fp.  178. 

t 

I f As  we  are  told  by  De  Haen,yf3r.  divtfwn.  divis.  vi.  § 2. 

X In  the  epidemic  fcarlet  fever  which  prevailed  at  Copenhagen, 
ijind  of  which  I have  already  made  mention,  when  fwellings  of 
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the  parotid  glands  fupervened,  although  fuppuratlon  took  place, 
they  occafioned  death.  For  if  they  did  not  prove  fatal  at  firft, 
after  the  patients  being  diftrefled  for  four  weeks,  they  at  length 
died  of  pure  debility. 

II  Meza,  1.  c.  § 167.  Rofen,  however,  in  the  fcarlet  fever, 
which  prevailed  epidemically  in  the  year  1741  at  Upfal,  men- 
tions that  the  fwelllngs  of  the  parotid  and  maxillary  glands 
were  not  fatal,  and  were  gradually  rcfolved.  Trait,  des.  malady 
des  enfans  c.  xvi.  p.  281. 

§ L.  c.  hijl.  xi.  ■>,, 

% L.  c.  p.  25. 

72.  There  is  a great  refemblance  between  the  j 
former  fpecies  of  the  complaint  and  the  epidemic  ■ 
fcarlet  fever.^  which  Navier  obferved 
One  deferibedby  lyri  * at  Chalons,  and  .] 

in  fome  parts  of  France.  But,  as  no-  i 
thing  contributes  more  either  to  the  knowledge  of  ' 
a complaint,  or  its  cure,  than  an  accurate  detail  of  1 
the  morbid  fymptoms,  I hope  it  will  be  neither  te-  j 
dious  nor  unprofitable  to  the  Undent  to  give  a con-  | 
cife  defeription  of  it.  “ It  difeovered  itfelf  by  a very  ^ 
violent  fever,  attended  with  fainting,  fpontaneous  3 
lalTitude,  headach,  and  fore  throat,  impeding  the  , 
deglutition.  On  the  fecond  day,  and  frequently 
after  twenty-four  or  thirty  hours,  an  eruption 
took  place  over  the  whole  body,  confifting  of  red 
fpots,  of  a bright  fcarlet  colour,  broad,  frequently 
more  than  a hand-breadth,  of  an  irregular  figure, 
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il 

If 

I covering  the  back,  breaft,  thighs,  and  nates,  in 
I fuch  a manner  as  to  feein  one  continued 
^ eruption.  Thefe  fpots,  almoft  every  moment 
j deferting  their  fituation,  attacked  other  parts, 

1 in  which  they  had  not  already  been.  On  ap- 
|i  plying  the  hand  to  them  a violent  heat  was 
||  felt,  particularly  in  grown  up  perfons,  and  the 
! Ikin,  which,  on  preffure,  loft  its  fcarlet  colour 
-i  and  became  pale  when  the  preflure  was  remo- 
! ved,  quickly  recovered  its  former  colour.  The 
j pulfe  was  fmall  and  frequent,  and  the  refpiration 
I difticult  and  interrupted,  at  the  fame  time  being 
i generally  accompanied  with  hiccup.  The  halitus 
I arifing  from  the  lungs  was  fo  warm  and  burn- 
I ing,  as  to  force  a perfon  to  turn  his  head 
away.  This  fever  likewife  was  occafionally 
conjoined  with  inflation  of  the  hands  and  arms, 
and  attacked  whole  families,  either  together  or 
fucceflively.  \n  fame  patients  the  tongue  was 
very  dry,  but  in  the  greater  number  it  was  moift, 
and  the  belly  diftended  with  flatulency.  In  fuch 
as  efcaped  from  the  difeafe,  a defquamation  of 
the  epidermis  took  place  on  the  fifth  or  fixth 
day  ; nay,  the  whole  Ikin  of  the  hand  and  foot 
of  a young  man  of  thirteen  or  fourteen  years  of 
age  came  off.  Such  as  were  not  relieved  at 
firft,  were  attacked  with  gangrenous  efehars  in 
the  throat,  near  the  arch  and  velum  palati,  which 
fpread  fo  rapidly  as  to  affe<ft  the  cefophagus  and 
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afpera  arteria  before  they  could  be  perceived  and 
any  remedy  applied.  Hence  not  a few  were  cut  off. 
It  muft  be  remarked,  that  feveral  labouring  under 
the  complaint  died  on  the  fourth  or  fifth  day,  as  if 
they  had  been  fuffocated  by  a gangrenous  in- 
flammation of  the  lungs  ; while  in  others,  who 
had  died  after  violent  delirium,  a great  quantity 
of  fanies  was  pafled  by  the  mouth  and  noftrils, 
and  the  fpots  which  were  formerly  red,  after 
death  in  fome  inflances  became  intirely  of  a 
violet  colour.”  He  moreover  adds,  that  this  pefti- 
lential  complaint  was  much  milder  in  infants, 
(which  is  fiirprifing),.  and  more  readily  yeilded  to 
the  remedies  employed. 

* Dijfert.  in  forme  de  lettre  fur  plufteursy  maladies  populairest 
a Paris  1753. 

•}•  Com.  de  reb.  in /cint.  nat.  et  med.  gejl.  vol.  iv.  P.  2.  p.  33^* 

y^.  Towards  the  beginning  of  the  winter  of 
the  year  1770  and  1771,  feveral  malignant  and 
epidemic  fcarlatinas,  defcribed  by 
De  Hacn  * and  Kirchvogel,  oc- 
vr  curred  at  Vienna,  having  been  pre- 
ceded  by  intermitting  fevers.  The 
chief  fymptoms  rendering  them  alarming  w'ere, 
convulfions,  coma,  delirium,  and  not  unfre- 
quently  alfo  inflammatory^  angina.,  which,  if  feafen- 
ablc  relief  was  not  given,  terminated  in  gangrene 
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isand  fphacelus,  and  proved  very  quickly  fatal  f . 
jlBut  they  did  not  feem  fo  fatal  as  thofe  of  Navier, 
jinor  were  they  always  conjoined  with  gangrenous 
\tangina.  For  moft  of  the  patients,  when  proper- 
jlly  treated,  as  Kirchvogel  informs  us,  turned  out 

rwell. 

\ 

' • Rat.  cent.  P.  i . c.  vli. 

f Diar.  med.  praSi.  C.  iii.  p.  29. 

74.  We  have  an  example  of  the  complicated, 
jior  mixed  fpecies  of  the  difeafe,  or  that  which  is 
I ] partly  maculofa  pujlularis  ^62), 

i;m  that  epidemic  icarlet  rever,  which  the  j^i^ed  kind. 

I Lorry,  giving  an  account  of  the  dif- 
I eafes  of  the  year  1777,  has  named  univerfal  ery^ 
i^Jipelas  *.  Its  very  deftrudtive  nature  and  peculiar 
I fymptoms,  the  knowledge  of  which  will  be  of 
I great  fervice  to  ftudents,  certainly  deferve  that  I 
^ fliould  here  tranferibe  the  whole  hiflory,  as  the 
I ingenious  author  has  given  us  it.  Many  exan- 
thematic  febrile  complaints,  as  mealies,  eryfipelas, 
fcarlct  fever,  and  other  cutaneous  eruptions,  had 
been  very  common,  and  ftill  were  fo  that  year. 
But,  with  refpe£t  to  the  prefent  fcarlatina,  not 
only  boys,  but  likewife  young  men,  were  very 
fubjedt  to  it.  After  fome  Ihivering  of  Ihort 
continuance  came  on  a very  violent  fever,  with 
6ery  heat  of  the  Ikin,  dry  tongue,  red,  inflamed 
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throat,  fliining  eyes,  dry  lips,  and  a fwelling 
the  upper  one.  Soon  after  the  head  became  dark 
coloured  ; and  although  the  patients  returned 
a proper  anfvver,  it  was  with  difficulty  they  were 
made  to  fpeak.  The  refpiration  in  the  mean 
time  was  high,  quick,  and  warm.  Sometimes  an 
inclination  to  vomit  roufed  them  from  their  tor- 
por and  filence,  or  adual  vomiting  occurred  ; in 
confcquence  of  which,  greeniffi,  and  fometimes 
manifeftly  acid  matter,  was  thrown  up  with  a 
great  effort,  but  without  affording  relief.  No- 
thing was  paffed  by  ftool,  but  limpid  urine  came 
off  in  great  quantity.  Nearly  twenty-four  hours 
were  paffed  in  this  ftate,  during  which  time  the 
fever  feemed  to  be  aggravated,  and  even  fome  de- 
gree of  mental  derangement,  though  but  flight,- 
was  prefent.  I would  call  this  the  firft  fliage,  or 
commencement  of  the  difeafe*  ’ 

Hifi,  de  la  Societ.  Roy.  de  Med.  T.  ii.  Memoir,  p. 

yj”.  When  this  time  had  elapfed,  fome  red 
fpots,  diflinCt  from  one  another,  began  to  ap- 
pear on  the  hands,  arms,  loins,  and 
The  eruption.  fymptoms  received 

no  kind  of  alleviation  from  this  eruption.  The 
refpiration  remained  equally  difficult,  quick,  and 
high,  as  formerly,  although  the  patients  com- 
plained of  no  uneafinefs  from  that  caufe,  as  if 
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jiinfcnfible  of  it,  which  I have  always  found  to  be 
l^n  unfavourable  fymptom.  in  any  difeafe.  The 
ilpulfe,  however,  was  hard,  fmall,  and  very  fre- 
jj(j|uent ; and  the  urine  crude,  watery,  and  very 
ijwvarm.  The  fpots  juft  now  mentioned  gradually 
ijeextended,  fo  that  within  fix  hours  from  their 
ijffirft  appearance  the  whole  furface,  from  head  to 
ffoot,  was  covered  with  a very  deep  red  colour, 
i^At  firft  it  difappeared  on  preflure,  but  not  during 
jilts  progrefs,  for  it  afterwards  became  fixed.  To  the 
Ittouch  the  fkin  was  rough  and  granulous,  and  ex- 
ittremely  hot.  The  complaint  increafed  much  with- 
iin  the  fpace  of  twelve  hours,  fo  that 
rnot  only  the  whole  external  furface  ^the  compUint?^ 
cof  the  fkin  was  very  fwelled,  hard, 
ttenfe,  and  like  tanned  leather,  but  likewife  the 
'whole  cellular  membrane  became  fwelled,  almoft 
iintirely  altering  the  appearance  of  the  body. 
IHence  the  lips,  nofe  and  neck  fwelled  to  an  enor- 
imous  extent.  The  fwelling  was  not  foft  and  wa- 
itcry,  as  in  an  oedema,  but  tenfe  and  hard.  The 
Ifkin  feemed  almoft  void  of  fenfe,  but  was  fo  ex- 
it tremely  hot,  that,  on  applying  one’s  fingers  for 
'fome  time,  it  felt  as  hot  as  the  fire.  In  this  fe- 
(cond  ftage  of  the  complaint,  or  during  its  pro- 
•grefs,  and  at  its  height,  the  patients  made  no  com- 
1 plaint,  but  remained  in  a ftate  of  fenfelefs  ftupor, 
. and  were  generally  filent.  Though  their  mouth 
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was  parched,  and  their  tongue  blaek,  neverthelel*3* 
they  were  not  thirfty,  nor  did  they  afk  tor  any* 
thing  to  drink.  The  refpiration  was  inconcei-B 
vably  hurried.  The  urine  frequently  came  away  9 
involuntarily.  The  pulfe,  likewife,  became  1 
quicker  and  quicker.  I 

y6.  After  this  ftage  had  continued  about  fixl 
hours,  next  the  nails  became  black.  Sometimesl 
the  belly,  which  till  then  had  been! 
la.aifymp  bouiid,  was  relaxed  fpontaneoufly, 

and  tlools,  partly  greenith,  partly  mixed  with 
blood,  were  patfed.  Frequently  phlydtxnse  rofe 
on  the  tkin,  which,  if  they  were  gangrenous,  oc- , 
cafioned  a fubfidence  and  flaccidity  of  the  fwell- 
ing.  Generally  all  the  parts  fell  and  became  foft  ; 
a few  hours  before  dea^h,  and  flight  convul- 
fions  arifing  portended  immediate  diiTolution. 
After  death  the  Ikin  became  livid,  and  being 
covered  with  fmall  pufliules,  and  rough,  it  looked 
as  if  it  had  been  anatomically  injedled.  But  it 
does  not  appear  fufficiently  evident  from  Lorry  s 
dcfcription,  whether  thefe  puftules  were  referable 
to  meafles,  or  the  miliary  eruption.  Yet,  if  we 
confider  the  prevailing  difeafes,  among  which, 
doubtlefs,  meafles  did  not  hold  the  loweft  rank, 
they  would  feem  rather  referable  to  the  latter 

complaint. 

77.  But  if  the  deftruaive  force  of  the  dif- 
cafe  was  not  fuch  as  to  leave  no  room  for 
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I 

ilhope,  the  fymptoms  were  gradually  mitigated, 

;and  generally  an  hemorrhage  from 

tthe  note  luperi^ened,  which,  though  vourabie  termu 

• •«««  ti  •*!  nstioD# 

at  did  not  prove  completely  critical, 
irefolved  the  difeafe  confiderably.  The  eyes,  which 
'were  dry  and  almoft  burnt,  began  to  grow 
imoift,  and  pour  out  tears.  About  the  feventh 
<day  the  cough  became  more  manifeft,  but  no- 
1 thing  worthy  of  notice  was  expectorated.  Some- 
1 times  a full  flow  of  faliva  was  excited,  and  a 
(Copious  bilious  diarrhoea  came  on.  Laftly,  the 
(epidermis  gradually  fell  off,  while  the  extremities, 

I but  efpecially  the  inferior  ones,  were  conftantly 
1 bedewed  with  moilture.  The  difeafe,  however, 
(did  not  terminate  before  the  fifteenth  or  twenty- 
'firft  day.  But,  on  its  being  overcome,  a trouble- 
fome  cough,  and  affeCtions  of  the  eyes,  of  long 
I continuance,  ftill  afflicted  thofe  who  had  the 
good  fortune  to  efcape  from  the  difeafe. 

78.  I cannot  refrain  from  quoting  another 
, account  of  mixed  * fcarlatina, 

, 1 • 1 • 1 1 Another  example 

namely,  one  combmed  with  the  of  the  mixed 
miliary  eruption ; and  the  rather, 
firft,  becaufe  this  one  was  much  lefs  fatal ; next, 
becaufe  an  accurate  defeription  of  it  is  given 
by  the  illuftrious  Stdrek,  whofe  obfervations 
I frequently  make  ufe  of,  and  it  feems  likely  to 
be  of  very  great  fervice  to  fuch  as  have  not  the 
advantage  of  much  experience.  I fhall  give  an 
VoL.  II.  C c 


402 


or  Tin:  scarlet  fever. 


Its  commence- 
ment. 


extrad:  of  it,  therefore,  almoft  in  his  own  words. 
In  the  month  of  November,  in  the  year  1759, 
when  many  patients  in  the  Pazmanian  hofpital 
at  Vienna  were  ill  of  a continued  catarrhal  fever, 
on  which  the  miliary  eruption  frequently  fuper- 
vened,  not  a few  were  attacked  with  another  fe- 
ver, which  at  firft  appeared  very 
mild.  “ For  there  was  prefent 
only  a flight  and  dull  pain  of  the 
head,  a weak  appetite,  a fomewdiat  quicker  pulfe 
than  ufual,  neither  full,  nor  hard,  nor  low,  mo- 
derate thirft,  moift  and  white  tongue,  and  the 
eyes  were  lefs  lively  than  in  general.  The  ftools 
were  pafled  eveiy  day  natural,  but  a thick  cloud 
was  obferved  in  the  middle  of  the  urine.  In 
the  beginning  of  the  fourth  day 
all  the  fymptoms  on  a fudden  were 
aggravated.  The  pulfe  became  fo  violent  as  to 
require  two  or  three  pretty  copious  bleedings  on 
the  fame  day  ; there  w’as  a moft  acute  headach, 
anxiety  at  the  cheft,  great  difficulty  of  breathing, 
very  parched  tongue,  the  eyes  were  red  and  pro- 
tuberant, the  thirft  was  greatly  increafed,  the 
whole  body,  but  particularly  the  extremities,  was 
attacked  with  burning  heat;  the  urine  was  ver>^  red, 
thick,  and  as  if  tinged  with  much  blood;  to  which 
fymptoms  were  added,  delirium,  deep  fleep,  and 
! reftleflhefs.  After  performing  the  neceflary  bleed- 
i_ings,  and  giving  very  copious  diluent  drink,  pre- 
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! pared  with  nitre,  towards  the  end  of  the  fourth 
liday  the  whole  fkin  was  atfed;ed  with  horripila- 
i!tio,  and  lliortlv  afterwards  became  covered  all 
^over  with  a fcarlet  colour.  But  this  was  at- 
i tended  with  no  alleviation  of  any  of 

, r 1 • Tl'C  fcarlet  erup- 

I the  lymptoins,  the  patients  were  tion. 

I affeded  with  a frequent  cough, 
hand  fpent  an  exceedingly  reftlels  night. 

' * We  have  an  Inftance,  alfo,  of  the  mixed  kind  in  the 

jifcarlatina  of  the  year  1741,  defcribed  by  Rofen,  which,  al- 
|t  though  it  was  conjoined  witli  an  inflammatory  angina,  did 
j uot  feem  very  fatal. 

I 79.  “ On  the  fifth  day,  a copious  fweat  having 
j broke  out  over  the  wh 
; burning  heat  and  cou 
Shortly  afterwards  rhe  fkin  became 

d 

itchy,  next  appeared  a number  of  white,  opaque 
I puftulcs,  of  different  lizes  and  fhapes,  and  feve- 
I ral  of  them  running  together  formed  pretty  large 
I blifters.  Thefe  pullules  were  crowded  upon  the 
neck,  breaft,  and  belly  ; on  the  face  were  none, 
.and  but  few  on  the  extremities. 

*On  thefe  eruptions  taking  place, 
fome  patients  were  much  relieved  ; 
for  the  fleepinefs,  together  with  the  delirium,  left 
them  ; the  thirft,  and  rapidity  of  the  pulfe,  were 
dimin  fhed.  Nay,  in  fome  cafes,  the  pulfe  was 
healthy  and  regular,  av  ‘ all  the  fymptoms  fo 

C c 2 


ole  body,  the 


. 1 The  miliaiy  erup- 

rcmittcci*  lion* 


404 


or  THE  SCARLET  FEVER. 


mild,  that  the  whole  cure  with  fafety  might 
have  been  intrufted  to  nature.  Some,  however, 
remained  in  a comatofe  ftate,  and  became  deli-  ; 
rious  ; their  pulfe  was  weak,  irregular,  and  inter- 
mitting ; the  urine  and  feces  were  paffed  uncon- 
fcioufly,  fubfultus  tendinum  occurred  ; and  the  -j 
limbs  were  convulfed.  On  the  fixth  they  re-  I 
mained  in  the  fame  condition.  • j 

8o.  “ In  the  beginning  of  the  feventh  day  4 
arofe  a fliivering,  fucceeded  by  ex-  | 
^prTcedfn^  treiiie  cold  in  the  limbs,  which  lafted  | 
more  than  an  hour,  rendering  the  1 
extremities  cold  and  rigid,  and  induced  fuch  de-  i 
bility  as  feemed  to  threaten  death.  But  the  i 
cold  ceafmg,  the  patients  Ihortly  came  to  them- 
felves,  nor  did  they  continue  any  longer  delirious, 
their  pulfe  was  regular,  free,  and  flower,  and 
from  that  time  the  ftrength  was  improved  ; nor 
were  any  convulfions,  or  fubfultus  tendinum, 
afterwards  obferved.  In  fome  patients  the  fever 
almofl;  intirely  difappeared.  On  the  fame  day 
all  the  puftules  were  more  elevated,  and  became 
pellucid  ; for  they  feemed  filled  with  a very  lim- 
pid fluid ; the  fcarlet  colour  began  to  vanifli, 
and  the  thirfl:  to  be  diminiflied.  I’he  urine  was 
thick  and  turbid,  and  depofited  a very  copious, 
browniflr  fediment. 

8i.  “ The  patients,  who  on  the  fifth  day  were 
much  relieved  (y9.)»  on  the  feventh  only  were 
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i fenfible  of  a flight  degree  of  horripilatio ; their 
'pulfe  was  fomewhat  quicker,  and 

Horripilatio  pre- 

ithe  pufiules  were  fuller,  and  began  ceding  a new  c. 

I to  grow  pellucid  ; but  all  the  other 
fymptoms  were  in  a very  fair  way.  On  the 
• eighth  day  no  change  occurred,  except  that  thofe 
who  were  unwell  on  the  feventh  day,  fometimes 
palTed  bilious,  thin,  fetid  flools,  attended  with 
no  uneafmefs  ; while  the  belly  was  natural  in 
fuch  as  felt  lefs  uneafmefs  on  the  feventh  day. 
On  the  ninth  day  the  fever  was  very  flight ; the 
urine  almofl;  natural ; the  loofenefs  flopped ; the 
fcarlet  colour  gradually  pafled  into  the  natural 
one  ; the  puflules  partly  burft,  and  poured  out 
limpid  ferum,  partly  fubfided  and  became  dry. 
On  the  tenth  day  the  fkin  had  al- 
mofl intirely  recovered  its  natural  ^th™pur^ie  cL 
colour,  and  all  the  fymptoms  were 
better,  and  fome  of  the  patients,  be- 
ing completely  free  of  the  fever,  remained  feveral 
hours  out  of  bed.  On  the  eleventh 
the  fever  ceafed  in  them  all,  the  ap- 
petite returned,  the  epidermis  fell  off  in  fcales,  the 
ftrength  and  perfe<fl  health  returned  in  a few 
days*.”  Of  this  fame  mixed  kind  was  the  malig- 
nant and  epidemic  fcarlatina,  which  my  accomplifli- 
ed  friend  Zulattif,  in  the  year  1763,  obferved  to 
rage  in  a city  of  Cefalonga,  and  its  neighbourhood. 
It  was  combined  with  dyfpepfy  and  lumbrici  in 
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fucli  a manner,  that  merely  by  a diarrhoea,  whe- 
ther fpontaneous  or  excited  by  art,  its  worft 
lymptoms,  as  delirium,  convuHions,  fwellings  of 
the  parotids,  and  inflammation  of  the  throat,  were 
completely  removed. 

* An.  med.  fecund,  p.  46. 

-}•  Giornal.  di  Medictn.  d'l  Pietro  Ortefchi,  T.  2.  Num.  xxix. 
where  a very  full  account  of  it  is  given  ; which,  as  it  contains  ^ 
many  things  illuftrative  of  the  complaint,  its  caufes  and  method  S 
of  cure,  I trufl  I fliall  gratify  the  reader,  by  briefly  tranferib-  ^ 
ing  here.  A very  rainy,  but  not  cold,  winter  was  fucceeded  by  3 
a dry,  cold  fpring.  Such  was  the  drynefs  of  the  fcafon,  that  for  n 
four  fucceflive  months  there  was  no  rain,  and  even  the  night 
dews,  which  moderate  the  heat  and  drynefs  of  that  ifland,  did  i 
not  fall.  Towards  the  end  of  May,  the  weather  fuddenly  be-  ^ 
came  warm  and  oppreffive.  Then,  befides  double  continued  j 
tertians,  fcarlet  fever  began  to  prevail  in  the  city  and  its  vicinity,  ^ 
attacking  particularly  children  and  young  people  of  both  fexes,  | 
while  fuch  as  had  pafled  their  twentieth  year  efcaped  it.  In  fome  | 
patients  the  difeafe  began  with  fliiverings  in  different  parts  of  | 
the  body,  together  with  lofs  of  ftrength,  and  very  acute  head-  | 
ach  ; in  others  with  fudden  laflltude,  accompanied  with  in-  1 
tolerable  heat  all  over  the  body.  They  almoft  all  complained  | 
of  want  of  appetite,  unquenchable  thlrft,  drynefs  and  bitternefs  j 
of  the  mouth,  and  a fenfation  as  if  the  limbs  had  been  broken,  j 
Moreover,  their  tcogue  was  foul,  covered  with  a white,  vifeid  ’ 
mucus,  and  there  was  conftant  naufea-,  fometlmcs  fucceeded 
by  fpontaneous  vomiting  of  a watery,  frothy,  yellow,  and  bitter 
matter.  On  the  fecond,  'third,  or  fourth  day  of  the  fever, 
which  was  always  violent,  firft  the  neck,  and  next  the  whole 
body,  was  covered  with  a red  colour.  But  the  redntfs  appear- 
ed more  or  lefs  intenfe,  according  as  the  difeale  was  to  turn 
out  more  or  lefs  fevere.  No  lefs  a degree  of  heal  and  drynels 
accompanied  the  rednefs.  This  colour  was  here  and  tliere 
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jwariegatcd  with  fome  very  fmall  blifters,  not  much  ralfed, 
jaabout  the  fize  of  murtard-feeds,  fometimes  even  more  minute. 
jlNeither  the  fever  nor  its  fymptoms  were  diminifhed  by  the 
'{eruption  appearing*,  nay,  the  headach  was  fliortly  increafed  to 
(•iz  very  great  height ; the  oppreffion  at  the  cheft,  anxiety,  and 
ilrreftleflhefs,  were  more  conftamly  prefent.  Sometimes  alfo  de- 
ijllirium  came  on  ; nay,  infants  during  a fliort  and  interrupted 
liifleep  were  occafionally  feized  with  convulfions.  But  the  prick- 
jiing  or  gnawing  fenfation  they  felt  about  the  pit  of  the 
jntomach  became  more  troubicfome.  In  mod  inftances  the 
i : belly  was  bound  ; in  wliich  cafe  the  fever  and  its  fymptoms 
t'were  more  violent.  In  otliers  from  the  very  beginning  it  was 
jlloofe,  and  very  fetid,  fafFron-coloured  ftools,  mixed  with  lum- 
jlbrici,  were  palfed ; and  in  fuch  patients  the  difeafe  proved 
jj  milder.  In  fome  children,  with  pale  faces,  and  who  feemed 
iimore  reduced,  many  lumbrici  were  fpontaneoufly  pafled  both 
;lby  the  mouth  and  anus,  without  any  other  excrements,  fome- 
jl  times  living  and  vigorous,  at  other  times  dead  and  putrid.  In 
I ' both  thefe  ways,  a girl  of  twelve  years  of  age  pafled  upwards 
i'of  fifty  lumbrici  in  the  fpacc  of  four  days.  In  almoft  every 
! cafe,  a pain  and  fwelling  of  the  parotid  glands  came  on  after 
I the  fourth  day.  Where  this  fwelling  was  wanting,  the  throat 
: was  afFe(Sied  with  inflammation,  and  deglutition  became  dlffi- 
i cult.  Very  few  indeed  remained  free  of  one  or  other  of  thefe 
! inconveniences.  But  fuppuration  of  the  parotids  never  occur- 
red. For  they  were  refolved  fooner  or  latter,  according  as  the 
rednefs  and  fever  dliappeared,  and  the  fomes  of  the  diftafe 
was  removed  by  the  ftools.  It  was  fufficient  to  anoint  them 
with  fome  liniment,  to  which  camphor  had  been  added.  In 
the  fame  manner,  and  by  the  fame  procefs  of  nature,  the 
inflammation  of  the  throat  was  diminifhed.  It  received  great 
relief  from  the  barley-water,  to  which  a fmall  quantity  of 
vinegar  of  rofes  had  been  added.  On  the  feventh  day,  or 
even  fooner,  when  the  difeafe  was  of  fhort  continuance,  but, 
on  the  eleventh,  twelfth,  or  fourteenth,  when  it  was  of  longer 
ftanding,  the  rednefs  feemed  fprinkled  as  it  were  with  very 
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fine  flour,  with  which  the  1km  was  gradually  rendered  white, 
the  whitenefs  commencing  in  the  fuperior  parts  of  tlie  body. 
The  flein  was  then  fo  itchy,  that  the  patients  felt  a pleafurc 
in  fcratching  It.  After  this  the  powder  feparating  fell  off,  or 
a defquamation  of  the  fearf-flein  took  place.  Tlien  the  ferer 
was  quickly  mitigated,  fometimes  even  fubfided  intirely,  al- 
though the  rednefs  continued  for  fome  days.  The  appetite  re- 
turned with  longer  and  more  tranquil  lleep.  No  fweat,  how- 
ever, broke  out,  until  the  fcarlet  colour  completely  difappeared. 
The  urine,  which,  during  the  firft  days  of  the  difeafe,  was  pafled 
fparingly,  thin  and  watery  ; in  its  progrefs,  and  after  its  turn, 
became  more  copious  and  deeper  coloured.  The  llrength  and 
health  then  returned.  I lhall  hereafter  (hew  the  plan  of  cur<; 
that  was  adopted. 


The  diagnofij. 


The  caufes. 


84.  The  dercriptlon  which  has  already  been 
given  of  malignant  fcarlatina  and  its  varieties 
(69.  to  81.),  1 think  has  been  fo 
well  illullrated  by  adducing  proper 
examples,  as  to  render  the  proper  diagnolis  eafy 
to  every  one.  It  would  now  remain  for  me  to  fay 
fomething  concerning  the  caufes ; but  thefe  w^ere 
•fufficienty  explained  when  we  fpoke 
of  benign  fcarlatina  (63).  For,  if 
there  be  any  diftindion  between  them,  it  feemsto 
confift  intirely  in  their  degree,  quantity,  and  their 
greater  force.  It  therefore  follows,  that  the  malig- 
nant fpecies  is  riot  only  attended  with  greater  feve- 
rity  and  danger,  but  is  alfo  frequent- 
p og  ofi . obferved  to  prove  fatal.  \Vhich 
led  Sennert  to  obferve,  with  juRice,  “ that  this 
complaint  is  both  fevere,  dangerous,  and  often 
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f.’atal  The  anginous  or  aphthous  fpecies 

K(7i.),  and  efpeclally  the  epidemic  and  mixed 
jxind  (74.),  as  we  have  already  remarked,  gene- 
^rally  terminates  in  a fatal  gangrene,  and  dread- 
ftul  fuffocation.  That  fpecies  which  Lorry  ob- 
jifTerved  (74.)  cut  off  the  greater  part  of  the  pa- 
littients  in  fpite  of  the  moft  efficacious  remedies 
i^mployed.  This  was  not  the  cafe  with  the 

Galignant  fcarlatina  of  the  mixed  kind,  and 
e vermlnofa  deferibed  by  Zulatti  (81.),  which. 
When  properly  treated,  always  terminated  favour- 
jsibly. 

! * L.  c. 


CURE  OF  THE  M ALIGN AlSTF  SPECIES. 


Purging. 


I 83.  At  the  very  beginning  of  the  complaint, 
^before  the  fcarlet  eruption  makes  its  appearance, 
■iif  there  be  fymptoms  of  indigehion 
fprefent,  a mild  cathartic  ought  to 
Ibc  given,  or,  if  it  feems^ proper  to  expel  it  in  a 
Ifliorter  way,  vomiting  ought  to  be  excited  by 
iwarin  water  v^ith  oil,  or  oxymel  of  fquills,  or 
iipecacuanha,  keeping  in  view  the  patient’s  age 
<and  ftrength.  But  the  exciting  of  vomiting  is 
iin  no  cafe  more  neceffary  than  when  the  dif- 
teafe  feems  to  have  proceeded  from  an  epidemic 
imiafma  j for  when,  by  means  of  vomiting,  the 
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fomes  which  has  entered  the  prima  via:  is  with- 
drawn, the  difeafe  is  rendered  much  milder. 
This  has  been  often  obferved,  particularly  in 
the  epidemic  fcarlatina,  with  which  an  aph- 
thous or  gangrenous  angina  is  conjoined.  But,  . 
as  this  Ipecies  of  the  complaint  is  generally  ac-  i 
companied  with  violent  fever,  exceffive  heat,  | 
and  other  very  fevere  fymptoms,  and  there  is  ^ 
every  reafon  to  dread  the  coming  on  of  inflam-  \ 
mation,  it  is  not  only  allowable  to  draw  blood. 


the  fourth  or  fifth  day  after  the  eruption,  or 
even  later  In  the  peftilential  fpecies,  in 
which  fwelling  of  the  parotid  glands  and  buboes 
fupervened  on  the  eruption  Morton  j'  ufed 

to  caufe  blood  to  be  taken  with  advantage,  and 
blifters  to  be  applied.  In  which  cafe  alfo  De 
Haen  J has  propofed  the  copious  life  of  the  Peru- 
vian bark.  In  other  refpedls,  the  antiphlogiftic 
plan  of  cure  is  intirely  to  be  followed,  which  we 
have  already  fhewn  to  lie  of  advantage  in  the  be- 


be  flopped,  if  the  primes  vlcs  abound  with  fordes, 
and  the  ftrength  be  fufficient.  But  if  it  appears* 
exceffive,  it  may  then  be  checked  fomewhat  by  the 
white  deco(^fion,  abforbents,  and  the  bark  taken 
to  the  extent  of  a fcruple,  with  four  drops  of  lau- 


^ Bleeding. 


but  even  neceflfary.  And  that 
ought  fomefimes  to  be  done  on  ^ 


The  diarrhoea. 


nign  fpecies  when  a little  fevere  ( 66.). 
The  diarrhoea  muft  by  no  means 
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(Banum  repeated  three  times  a-day,  keeping  in 
Riew  the  patient’s  time  of  life 

I * Morton,  1.  c.  Hi/l.  i.  De  Haen,  1.  c.  f L*  c.  Hi/l.  xi. 
[ De  Haen,  1.  c.  Hi/l.  i.  1|  Morton,  1.  c.  Hijl.  x. 

I 

; 84.  In  the  epidemic  fcarlet  fever,  accompanied 

jwvith  an  aphthous  angina,  deferibed  by  Navier 
172.),  a vein  in  the  arm  was  quickly 

r'  ^ J Navicr’s  method. 

ppened  ; but  when  delirium  and  co- 
Ima  were  prefent,  opening  the  jugular  veins  was 
jfFound  to  be  extremely  advantageous.  Nor  did 
jIDe  Haen  (73.)  employ  any  other  method  of  treat- 
bnent  in  the  fcarlatina  which  prevailed  at  Vienna 
|in  the  year  1771.  But  we  muft  not  omit  to  men- 
ition,  that  Kirchvogel,  in  the  very 

t-r  . j . , , Kirchyogel’s  plan 

|uame  epidemic,  never  employed  cure. 
Jbleeding,  although  angina  fuperve- 
jbied,  and  neverthelefs,  as  he  informs  us,  reftored 
^is  patients  to  their  former  health,  merely  by  a 
^temperate  and  diaphoretic  regimen,  by  fpare  diet 
and  hydromel.  Yet  he  did  not  think  that  blecd- 
:ing  ought  to  be  intirely  rejected ; 

■r  1 ^ r It  T 11  rejeft 

tror  he  oblerves  : 1 would  not,  bleeding  aitoge- 

Ihowever,  have  it  fuppofed  that  I 
rreprobate  all  bleeding  in  them,  as  I know  that 
lit  was  fometimes  very  neceffary,  particularly  in 
;.grown-up  perfons,  and  that  not  a few  were  car- 
iried  off  both  with  and  without  the  aid  of  bleed- 
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ing.  In  the  meantime,  however,  as  I obferved 
this  fcarlet  fever  to  be  greatly  owing  to  the  for- 
mer fever,  (namely,  an  intermitting  fever  which 
prevailed  before  it  epidemically),  as  its  caufe,  and 
that  it  principally  depofited  its  virus  about  the  fau- 
ces, I treated  the  patients  under  my  care  fuccefs- 
fully,  by  means  of  the  Peruvian  bark,  both  given 
in  the  way  of  injedion,  as  well  as  taken  by  the 
mouth,  without  once  employing  bleeding  It 
will  appear  ftrange,  though  not  a new  thing,  tliat 
in  the  treatment  of  the  fame  difeafe,  prevailing  in 
the  fame  place,  and  at  the  fame  time,  De  Haen 
and  Kirchvogel,  men  of  the  utmoft  eminence  in 
the  profeliibn,  fhould  have  adopted  two  opinions 
fo  diametrically  oppofite  concerning 
bleeding.  In  Inch  cafes,  I mil- 
take  not,  no  general  rule  can  be 
tflablilhed  ; as  I am  of  opinion  that  it  is  fome- 
times  proper  to  draw  blood,  and  fometimes  pro- 
per to  abllain  from  it,  according  as  the  fymp- 
toms  cither  indicate  it,  or  not.  On  the  whole,  in 
difeafes  occafioned  by  any  virus,  or  very  acrid 
and  cauftic  morbific  humour,  although  they  ap- 
pear inflammatory,  it  is  better  to  have  recourfe 
to  bleeding  fparingly  and  feldom  f. 

* Diar.  med.  praB.  1.  C. 

f In  the  former  parts  of  this  work  I have  made  many  obfer- 
vadons,  in  order  to  fettle  fuch  controverted  points,  which  it 
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may  be  proper  here  to  call  to  mind  : in  the  following  chapters, 
ilJfo,  and  particularly  when  we  come  to  treat  of  angina  and 
jileurify,  much  will  be  found  iliuftrative  of  the  fubjeft. 

85.  After  bleeding,  whey,  with  the  addition 
dF  tamarinds  and  cooling  herbs, 

1 • r utility  of 

nfed  to  be  given  by  Navier  for  put  win  I and 
1-1  A 1 111  blitlcring. 

ihe  common  drink.  Above  all,  he 
vecommended  the  frequent  ufe  of  clyfters.  He 
obtained  great  benefit  from  blifters  applied  be- 
tween the  fhoulders,  or  to  the  calves  of  the  legs. 
He  employed  paregorics,  if  they 
were  admlfliblc,  before  purging  the 
nelly,  only  in  divided  dofes,  but  after  purging 
'fomewhat  more  liberally.  He  prevented  gan- 
grene of  the  fauces  by  a gargle  of 
))xymel  and  Ipirits  or  wine,  recti-  vice  in  gan- 
pied  with  fait  of  tartar,  in  which  a 
broper  quantity  of  camphor  had 
been  diffolved.  With  the  fame  view,  if  the 
jlhroat  was  very  fore,  and  of  a red  cinnabar  co- 
our,  others  ordered  a decodion  of  Peruvian  bark, 
ior  hemlock,  to  be  injeded  into  it  ; and  gave  for 
drink  milk  mixed  with  fome  refrigerant  decoc- 
iion,  or,  occafionally,  • a paregoric  emuUion  with 
nitre  De  Haen  gargled  the  ulcers  of  the 
mouth,  if  they  were  white  and 
nMered,  with  the  juice  of  houfe- 
xcek,  or  fempervivum  majus,  w'ith 
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honey  and  rofes,  which  is  the  fafeft  remedy.  But 
great  caution  muft  be  employed  in 

Cautions.  choice  of  thefe  remedies.  For 

when  there  is  a great  degree  of  phlogofis,  or 
phlegmon,  of  the  throat  and  mouth,  accompa- 
nied with  exceffive  pain,  it  is  proper  to  beware 
of  heating  and  irritating  remedies,  that  they  may 
not  aggravate  the  complaint,  and  accelerate  the 
approach  of  gangrene.  Hence  it  is  generally 
better  to  gargle  it  gently  with  a decoftion  of 
rich  figs,  with  milk,  or  an  infufion  of  elder-berry 
flowers,  and  a little  oxymcl,  or  fyrup  of  mulber- 
ries, or  to  pour  fome  of  any  of  thefe  into  the 
throat  by  the  fide  of  the  mouth,  through  a pipe, 

It  is  ferviceable  alfo  to  inhale  the  vapour  arifing  ^ 
from  a fpunge  dipped  in  warm  water  and  vinegar,  * 
and  applied  to  the  breaft.  But  when  the  noftrils  v 
are  dry  and  obftrudted,  it  is  of  advantage  to  in-  j 
troduce  a rag,  wet  with  tepid  milk,  occafionally  -i 
repeated"  The  obfervations  ellewhere  delivered  "j",  | 
and  which  will  be  met  with  in  the  chapter  on  ; 
malignant  and  gangrenous  angina,  if  transferred  : 
to  this  place,  will  readily  point  out  the  proper  ^ 
remedy  to  be  employed  in  every  cafe. 

* Kirchv.  L c.  t Vol.  i.  par.  296.  . 

86.  Every  body  knows  how  powerful  a re- 
roedy  the  Peruvian  bark  is  againft  putrid  and 
gangrenous  difeafes.  But  I have  frequently  feen 
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|tt  employed  without  hefitation  and  judgement, 
plot  only  in  fevers  attended  with  univerfal  lan- 
guor, but  alfo  in  moft  acute  and  ardent  ones,  in 
[which,  without  doubt,  the  action  of  the  vital 
[fundlions  exceeds  bounds,  and  the  body  glows 
pwith  an  intenfe  and  fiery  heat. 

u-i  . r 1 ^ rr  • 1 The  moderate  ufe 

put  when  inch  ex^eliive  violence  of  Peruvian  bark.. 
jlin  all  the  fundions  is  prefent,  how 
|i'erviceable  it  is  to  abftain  from  thofe  remedies 
which  excite  the  heart  and  arteries  to  violent  ac- 
tion, and  therefore  from  the  Peruvian  bark  itfelf, 
jfwe  are  informed  by  the  experience  of  all  judicious 
ipradlitioners.  Lorry,  in  the  worft  and  moft  fa- 
pal  fpecies  of  fcarlatina  which  he  treated  (74.), 
jswas  of  opinion,  that  no  other  plan  of  cure  ought 
jico  be  adopted  in  fo  very  ardent  a fever,  than  a 
tcefrigerant  and  antiplogiftic  one.  Nor  can  I con- 
beive  the  reafon  why  De  Haen,  otherwife  a cau- 

1 

kious  and  prudent  pradlitioner,  fhould  have 
lioaded  his  patients  with  a great  quantity  of  bark 
For  feveral  weeks.  In  the  epidemic 
u.  little  before  noticed,  as  he  men-  ^ 

Hons,  when  the  malignity  was  not  fo  great,  he 
Hid  not  give  lefs  of  its  extrad;  than  half  an  ounce 
Haily ; but,  when  there  was  a greater  degree,  a 
whole  ounce,  and  often  a double  dofe  of  it  every 
Hay.  Perhaps  in  cold  climates,  and  among  the 
Germans,  it  maybe  employed  more  boldly,  or  that 
which  is  imported  thither  is  fo  ftale,or  adulterated, 
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as  I have  reafon  to  fufpe<ft,  that  even  when  given 
in  a greater  quantity  than  ullial,  it  fcarcely  pro- 
duces any  effeft  upon  the  patient  *. 

* The  extract  of  bark,  for  the  fake  of  gain,  may  be 
adulterated  more  eafily  j and  De  Haen,  with  mod  other  Ger- 
man phyficians,  ufed  to  employ  the  bark  in  that  form.  Thrt 
true  and  genuine  extradi,  on  account  of  a fmall  quantity  only 
being  produced  from  a great  quantity  of  the  bark,  fells  at'^ 
a very  high  price.  By  the  addition  of  foreign  fubftances,  \ 
therefore,  or  by  the  extrafts  affonled  by  other  plants,  apothc^i}  j 
caries  increafe  its  quantity,  and  their  own  gain.  Nor  are  ths;  j 
apothecaries  in  Germany  guiltlefs  of  fuch  frauds,  their  avaric^  i 
in  this  way  having  been  of  late  clearly  detefted,  and  defervedly  i 
puniftied. 

87.  But  befides  tlie  remedies  which  either  pre- 
vent or  check  gangrene  of  the  fauces,  both  taken 
into  the  ftomach,  and  inje£led  into  the  throat,  or 
employed  in  the  form  of  a gargle,  fomc  are  alfo 
employed  externally  to  draw  the  violence  of  the 
difeafe  outwards.  De  Haen  caufed  blifters  of 
cantharides,  or  cataplafms,  with  muftard-feed,  to 
be  laid  upon  the  neck,  following  the  example  of 
the  moft  ancient  phyficians,  who  ufed  to  produce 
ulceration  of  the  fkin  in  inflamma- 

An  admonition. 

applications.  \^'hen  the  pain  and  heat  fliow  that 
excelfive  irritation  is  prefent,  endangering  the  ajv 
proach  of  gangrene,  I prefer  anodyne  and  anti- 
feptic  fomentations  of  the  cooling  and  antiphlo- 
giftic  kind.  Decoaions  of  elder-berry  flowers 
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land  mallows,  mixed  with  vinegar,  and  fomewhat 
jvwarm,  are  confidered  as  being  beft  adapted  to 
hhis  end.  Nay,  cataplafms  of  mallows  and  lint- 
ifeed,  and  crumbs  of  bread  boiled  in  milk,  are 
kvery  proper,  provided  they  be  frequently  re- 
|oicwed,  that  they  may  not  become  cold.  Neither 
mauft  we,  perhaps,  on  all  occafions 
lupprove  of  the  exceffive'profunon  bleeding  to  be 

' . ,111-  1 • limited. 

in  purging  and  bleeding,  which 

Ha^  employed,  as  every  where  appears 
Tom  the  hiftories  of  fca*det  fever  recorded  by 
|nim.  Nor  muft  we  give  our  aflent  to  his  ex- 
treme partiality  in  favour  of  the  cooling  regimen, 

fyy  which  he  was  too  frequently  led  to  permit  the 
latient  to  get  out  of  bed,  and  thus  occafioned  a 
|bhecking  of  the  cuticular  difeharge.  It  was  per- 
^laps  in  confequence  of  this,  that  the  patients  un- 
|ler  his  care  were  liable  to  very  fevere  and  unu- 
lual  changes  of  the  complaint,  and  remained 
conger  affecfled  with  it  than  ufual.  I am  well  in- 
brmed  that  many  of  the  patients  experienced  the 
aad  confequences  of  fuch  raflinefs.  For  fudJen 
md  fatal  metaftafes  are  too  often  the 

refult.  But  when,  either  in  confe-  the  ftriking  in  of 
quence  of  the  cooling  regimen,  or  compiatnt. 

purging  or  bleeding  being  improperly  employed, 
>r  from  any  other  caufe,  the  fcarlet  eruption  ftrikes 
m,  giving  rife  to  dangerous  fymptoms,  we  mufl; 
make  all  manner  of  hafte  to  recall  it.  With 
VoL.  ir.  D d 
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which  view  Kirchvogel  ' frequently  employed 
with  advantage  hlifters  externally,  and  camphor 
and  warm  drink  internally.  But  in  this  cafe 
we  muft  employ  with  all  manner  of  difpatch 
the  remedies  which  I have  elfewhere  recom- 
mended The  falutary  motions  of  nature,  how- 
ever, when  they  are  neither  excelTivc  nor  defec- 
tive, muft  be  kept  up  by  all  means  ; and  we 
ought  to  promote  them  with  acidulous,  tepid, 
and  gently-diaphoretic  drink,  and  with  fparing 
antifeptic  food,  fit  for  fupporting  the  ftrength, 
until  the  difeafe  takes  a turn,  and  is  refolved,  the 
rednefs  gradually  difappearing,  and  a defquaraa- 
tion  of  the  fcarf  fkin  taking  place.  At  length,  as 
in  the  benign  difeafe,  the  belly  ought  to  be  pur- 
ged once  or  twice  by  means  of  fome  mild  cathar-^ 

.tic  f . 

♦ Vol.  I.  par.  a 1 9. 

\ As  I have  already  quoted  (81.)  the  defcrlptlon  of  the  eph 
demic,  malignant,  and  mixed  fcarlet  fever,  given  by  Zulatti,  it 
is  proper  not  to  pafs  over  the  fimple  manner  of  cure  which  he 
employed  with  fafety  and  advantage.  Immediately  on  its 
commencement  he  perceived  that  it  arofe  from  a vitiated 
condition  of  the  chyle  in  the  ftomach  and  inteftines,  as  ap 
peared  from  the  bitter  tafte  in  the  mouth,  and  the  fetid  perfpi- 
ration  ; from  the  foul,  mucous  tongue  j lofs  of  appetite  j nau- 
fea;  fpontaneous  vomiting ; the  paffmg  of  worms ; and  froir 
very  oily  ftools.  Hence  he  turned  his  attention  to  purging  th< 
prima  via  of  this  coliuvies  by  promoting  the  diarrhoea,  wher 
prefent,  and  by  gently  exciting  it,  when  it  was  notprefent.  O1 
which  account  he  employed  a cathaitic  and  anthelminthic  medi 
cine,  confifting  of  two  drachms  of  rhubarb,  a drachm  and  a hal 
of  jalap,  and  a drachm  of  worm-feed,  reduced  to  a fine  powder 


1 

\ 
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j 1 and  three  ounces  of  fennel-water,  with  two  ounces  of  treacle* 

I Water,  forming  a liquid  mixture.  But  of  this  mixture,  according 
to  the  patient’s  ftrength  and  age,  temperament,  and  the  violence 
I of  the  difeafe,  he  every  day  gave  three,  four,  or  five  fpoonfuls, 
fometimes  more,  fometimes  lefs,  at  feparate  intervals,  until  the 
belly  was  relaxed.  The  dofe  of  the  medicine  was  afterwards  ac- 
. commodated  to  the  excretions,  in  fuch  a way  that  they  might 
I not  exceed  bounds,  but  continue  to  draw  off  the  colluvies.  Nor 
I was  there  occafion  for  any  other  medicine  during  the  whole  com- 
I plaint.  After  the  firft  ftools  the  fymptoms  were  immediately  re- 
i lievcd,  efpecially  the  headach,  convulfions,  inflammation  of  the 
! throat,  and  knawing  fenfption  at  the  flomach.  Hence  alfo  the 
colour,  from  being  of  a very  deep  red,  became  of  a pale-rofe  co- 
lour. Nor  was  it  long  before  the  itching,  which  was  an  excellent 
fymptom,  came  on,  together  with  foft  and  full  pulfe.  Within  five 
j or  fix  hours,  twenty-four  ftools  in  fome  patients  were  fufficient 
! to  produce  thefe  good  effe£ls,  in  others  more  were  neceffary, 

! according  to  the  degree  of  the  putrid  colluvies.  In  little  chil- 
I dren  generally  one  dofe  of  tlfe  remedy  removed  the  whole  com- 
j plaint  *,  in  fuch  as  were  farther  advanced  it  was  fometimes  necef- 
! fury  to  repeat  the  dofe,  but  it  was  never  taken  off  entirely.  This 
was  the  moft  ufual  and  certain  method  of  cure  he  employed. 
He  confeffes,  however,  that  he  had  fometimes  recourfe  to 
bleeding  alfo,  to  remove  fome  dangerous  fymptom.  But  that  re- 
medy was  ufeful  when  a hard  and  full  pulfe  and  excellive  headach 
required  being  moderated.  The  blood  when  drawn  never 
lliewed  the  buffy  coat.  Sometimes  alfo  there  was  room  for 
blifters,  that  is,  when  the  patient  was  oppreffed  with  deep 
fleep.  But  nothing  was  better  and  more  efficacious  than 
purging  the  belly.  The  diet  confifted  intirely  of  panada, 
or  bread  dipped  in  pure  water  j as  animal  food,  or  animal 
broths,  increafed  the  fever  and  rednefs.  For  drink  pure 
water,  or  tindlured  with  nitre,  was  given  liberally.  The  pa- 
tients were  covered  with  a moderate  quantity  of  bed-cloatlrs, 
and  freffi  air  was  admitted  feveial  times  in  the  courfe  of  the  day. 
And  whatever  favoured  of  an  alexiphaimac  or  diaphoretic  was 
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was  forbidden.  Thus  the  whole  of  the  fcarlet  fevers  which 
he  treated  were  happily  removed. 


THE 

S ECO  NDART  DISEASES, 

OR 

ANOTHER  STAGE  OF  THE  SCARLET  FEVER. 


88.  But  experience  has  frequently  fhewn  that, 
after  the  refolutlon  of  the  fcarlet  eruption,  and 
defquamation  of  the  epidermis,  convalefcents, 
by  negledting  the  diaphoretic  regimen,  or  incau- 
tioufly  expofing  themfelves  to  the  cold  air,  or  if 
they  have  not  had  a perfedt  crifis,  fometimes  a few 
days  after,  fometimes  about  the  twen- 


ty-firft  day,  or  even  later,  fall  into 


i. 


very  fevere  difeafes,  by  which  many 
of  them  are  cut  off*.  Nor  does  this  happen  only  in 
the  malignant  and  epidemic  fcarlet  fevers,  which 
are  more  liable  to  this  accident,  but  alfo  in  the 
benign  and  regular  ones,  though  much  feldomer, 
as  we  are  informed  by  the  bed  praftitioners  f. 
This  is  called  the  fecond  period,  or  ftage,  of 
fcarlatina  J,  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  fever  fuc- 
ceeding  to  confluent  or  malignant  imall-pox,  has 
generally  got  the  name  of  feconday  fever. 


ii 


i 


1 


* An  inftance  of  univerfal  cedema,  into  which  a patient  fell 
on  the  thirtieth  day  from  the  beginning  of  the  difeafe,  after  ha- 
ving been  long  free  of  fever  and  the  fcarlet  eruption,  in  con^ 
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frequence  of  getting  out  of  bed  to  breathe  the  pure  air,  is  re- 
recorded by  a very  experienced  phyfician  of  Florence,  namely, 
i/Aloys  Ncrius.  V.  Avvift  fopra  la  falute  timanoy  vol.  ill.  p.  262. 

I f Ibid.  X Heift.  Compend,  med.  l.c. 

89.  But  thefe  complaints  (88.),  although  pro- 
'(ceeding  from  one  and  the  fame  caiilie,  are  of  a 
jimanifold  nature,  according  as  the 

• 11  i*!  v.t.4.1  The  coTnplftint 

;racrid  humour,  which  ought  to  have  pianifoid. 
;lbeen  difperfed  through  the  pores  of 
tthe  fkin,  attacks  particular  parts.  In  fome  people, 
jtbeing  carried  to  the  joints  of  the  extremities,  it 
^texcites  pain  and  rednefs,  as  in  gouty  patients 
Iln  others  it  afleds  the  lymphatic  glands,  cau- 
fffing  fwelling,  induration,  and  pain  in  them  j*, 
’Very  frequently  it  is  carried  to  the  lungs,  produ- 
iccing  dyfpnoea,  and  a fenfe  of  fuffocation  : but  if 
lit  attacks  the  head,  or  brain,  delirium,  convul- 
llfions,  and  death,  fhortly  follow  ij;. 
f(Of  all  the  fymptoms,  however,  the  iweiiing  very 

nr  • 1 frequent. 

[imolt  frequent  is  an  oedematous,  or 
lleucophlegmatic  fwelling,  affeding  the  whole 
Ibody,  or  particular  parts  of  it,  generally  accom- 
jpanied  with  fcanty,  turbid,  and  dark-coloured 
lurine,  and  fometimes  with  a total  fuppreflion  of 
lit  II . I find  that  that  was  already  noticed  by  Sen- 
Tnert ; for,  after  defquamation  of  the  fkin,  he  ob- 
ffen^es,  “ Shortly  the  feet,  up  to  the  ancles,  and 
eeven  to  the  calves,  fwell,  the  hypochondres 
aare  affeded,  the  refpiration  becomes  difficult, 
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the  belly  fwells,  and  the  patients,  not  without 
much  labour,  and  a great  length  of  time,  are  at 
length  reftored  to  their  former  health  : frequently 
alfo  they  die  §. 


* In  this  other  ftage  Rofen  obferved  the  urine  not  only 
fcanty,  but  refembling  water  in  which  flelh  had  been  walhed. 
Vid.  ’Trait,  cit.  verfion  gallic,  p.  281. 

f Sennert,  De  felr.  1.  4.  cap.  xii.  De  variol.  etmorhl.  p.  178. 
% Heift.  1.  c.  11  De  Haen,  1.  c. 


$ 


L.  c. 


90.  But  the  fwelling  with  which  I have  men- 
tioned the  body  to  be  alfe£ted,  is  of  a double 
kind ; the  one  warm,  and  the 


*^doubirrature*  Other  Cold  : a diftindion  which  de- 
warm and  cold.  particular  notice,  that  the 


proper  cure  may  be  adapted  to  each  of  them. 

I call  that  the  cold  one  which  refembles  s 
an  adual  oedema,  or  anafarca,  appearing 
white,  foft,  and  watery,  and  by  no  means 
warm  to  the  touch,  being  accompanied  with 
univerfal  debility,  lofs  of  appetite,  low,  languid 
pulfe,  not  hard  nor  febrile  ; while  the  warm  one 
approaches  more  to  a leucophlegmatic  fwelling,  is 
hard  and  tenie,  does  not  retain  the  impreflion  of 
the  finger,  and  imparts  an  acrid  or  pungent  heat 
to  the  touch,  attended  with  a hard,  frequent,  and 
febrile  pulfe,  difficulty  of  breathing,  fnoring,  dry, 
white  tongue,  generally  exceffive  thirft,  fome- 
times,  however,  inconfiderable,  and  with  very 
fcanty  urine,  or  almoft  a fuppreffion  of  it.  If  I 
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IRSiiftake  not,  the’firft  who  obferved  this  very  ufeful 
and  real  diftindion  were  the  phyfi- 
L':ians  of  Florence  to  whofe  inge-  phyfiSj"were 
muityand  pradical  as  well  as  ana- 
itcomical  knowledge,  for  fixty  years 
back,  we  owe  not  only  the  true  pathology  of 
Ithe  difeafe,  but  alfo  the  beft  and  fureft  method  of 
iccure.  For,  about  the  year  1717,  in  Florence, 
Kwhen  a great  many  laboured  under  an  epidemic 
ffcarlet  fever,  and  all  were  cured  about  the  14th  day 
jlhy  Sydenham’s  fimple  method  ; it  was  obferved, 
itthat  fome  of  the  convalefcents,  about  the  twenty- 
ifirft  day,  began  to  complain  of  a certain  degree 
(of  heavinefs  in  their  refpiration,  a flight  cough, 
land  fome  fwelling  of  the  eyes,  face,  and  outfide 
<of  the  throat ; which  fymptoms  were  fucceeded 
jlby  fever,  and  as  they  increafed, — efpecially  the 
|j  fwelling,  which  became  univerfal,  attended  with 
flight  pain  in  the  cheft,  tenfion,  and  fometimes 
tormina  of  the  abdomen,  and  fupprelTion  of  urine, 
— the  patients,  • having  been  previoufly  treated 
with  diuretics,  were  fpeedily  carried  off  After 
this,  the  dead  bodies  being  opened,  it  was 
found  that  the  lungs,  pleura,  intercoflial  mufcles, 
diaphragm,  kidneys,  and  inteftines,  were  more 
or  lefs  inflamed.  They  were  therefore  led  to 
adopt  the  opinion,  that  peripneumony,  induced 
by  a metaftafis  of  the  morbiflc  matter  not  com- 
pletely evacuated,  ought  to  be  confidered  as  the 
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primary  difeafe  ; and  that  the  leucophlegmatic 
fwelling  was  a fymptom  or  effed:  of  it.  For  the 
lungs,  and  other  parts  devoted  to  the  fundion 
of  refpiration,  being  inflamed,  and  the  circula- 
tion of  the  fluids  through  the  precordia  being 
on  that  account  nearly  interrupted,  they  eafily 
underftood  why  the  return  of  fluids,  both  by  the 
veins  carrying  blood  and  lymph,  being  retarded, 
and  the  abforption  of  the  ferous  fluid  from  the 
cellular  membrane  being  checked,  the  whole  fur- 
face  of  the  body  became  unufually  fwelled,  in 
confequence  of  retention  of  its  more  vifcid  and 
thicker  part.  Wherefore,  in  others 
''"fcrJSrr*  labouring  under  this  difeafe,  they 
began  to  let  blood  from  the  arm, 
and,  if  it  were  neceflary,  it  was  repeated  ; by 
means  of  which  they  were  all  cured,  the  fuccefs 
with  which  it  was  attended  (bowing  the  propridy 
of  fuch  a pradice  if. 

* Avvif.  fopra  la  fal.  urn.  T.  3.  N.  5. 

J.  Calvus  Comment,  de  hodierna  Etrufc.  clitiica.  To  be 
found  in  Roncalli  ParoUni  Medidna  Europay  p.  333. 

:J:  Ibid. 

91.  Nor  was  bleeding  ferviceable  in  that  epi- 
demic only,  but  on  different  occafions  afterwards, 
whenever  fuch  a leucophlegmatic 
fwelling  fupervened  in  convalef- 

red  benefit  from  from  this  difeafe,  accompa- 

bleeding. 

nied  with  fever,  and  the  other 
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‘■marks  of  -warm  fwelling,  although  it  did  not 
jifeem  to  arife  from  an  internal  inflammatory  con- 
jigefticn  of  the  lungs  and  other  vifcera,  but  merely 
[jjfrom  infarction  of  the  cellular  membrane,  occa- 
iiifioned,  as  fometimes  happens,  by  retention  of 
(lithe  acrid  perfpirable  matter.  Hence  all  the  phy- 
ficians  of  Tufcany,  in  oppofing  this  affedlion, 
i’ which  would  otherwise  prove  fatal,  have  laid  it 
1 1 down  as  a rule,  to  employ  the  antiphlogiftic  re- 
!;gimcn,  namely,  bleeding,  nitre,  correcting  and 
i fubacid  remedies  *. 

* Avuif.  fopra  la  fat.  uman.  1.  c. 


92.  But  if  the  body,  belly,  legs,  or  other  parts, 
; are  feized  with  the  true  cold  and 

• r c r *1  r 1 ^“'<5 

: loit  Iwelling,  Without  lever,  a total-  fwdiing  is  to  be 
ly  different  plan  of  cure  muft  be  em- 
; ployed.  Then  all  the  remedies  which  gently 
' draw  ojfl"  the  ferous  colluvies  are  confidered  as 


moft  proper,  of  which  kind  are  cathartics  occa- 
fionally  repeated,  and  diuretics  con- 
tinued till  the  complaint  is  relblved,  bold 

But  of  thefe  De  Haen  adviies  us  *^^"*^* 

to  feleCl;  fuch  as  are  pofTeffed  of  both  a correcting 
and  cooling  quality.  But,  for  relaxing  the  belly, 
I rather  approve  of  manna,  its  fyrup  or  conferve, 
cream  of  tartar,  lal  polychreft,  caflia  flowers, 
or  its  infufion.  When  cathartics  are  refufed 
by  patients,  clyfters  may  be  employed,  conlifting 
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of  a deCodion  of  the  leaves  of  fenna,  which  fuf- 
liciently  powerfully  removes  the  ferous  fluids. 
To  excite  a flow  of  the  urine,  many  propofe  ten, 
fifteen,  or  twenty  drops  of  tindure  of  fait  of  tar- 
tar, to  he  drunk  off  twice  or  thrice  a-day,  in  a 
proper  vehicle.  Some  alfo  attempt  to  increafe  its 
power  by  the  addition  of  the  liquor  terra  foliata 
tartari^  or  fp.  nitri  duJcis.  .Like wife  nitre  given 
liberally,  the  decodions  of  aperient  roots,  and 
oxymel  of  fquills,  rendered  more  agreeable  by  the 
addition  of  a fyrup,  are  not  without  their  ufe. 
Sometimes  when  the  difeafe  was  very  obftinate, 
and  when  there  was  fome  reafoii  to  fufped  the 
prefence  of  afeites,  children,  particularly,  when 
alfeded  in  this  manner,  were  reftored  by  fyrup 
of  fuccory  and  rhubarb,  and  by  an  infufion  of 
iuniper-berries,  fweetened  with  fome  opening 
fyrup.  If  laxity  and  want  of  tone 

utk 'aUd  in  the  folids  feem  to  be  prefent,  Pe- 
bUfters  are  indi-  j*uvian  bark  is  added  with  advan- 
tage to  thefe  remedies.  De  Haen  f 
mentions  his  having  removed  afeites  by  interpo- 
fing  its  ufe  among  the  other  remedies.  Plafters  of 
cantharides,  alfo,  which  are  Otherwife  ufed  in 
anafarca  with  advantage,  are  recommended  here 
by  Vogel  Repeated  trials  have  fhewn  that 
fudorifics,  on  account  of  the  obAruftion  of  the 
fkin  rendering  them  inert,  prove  of  no  fervice  H- 
* Rat.  contin.  1.  c.  t • f L.  c.  § clvi. 

|{  Heifter  and  De  Haen,  1.  c. 
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; 93.  In  a fimilar  way  muft  we  relieve  the 

j {pains  in  the  joints,  and  fwellings  of 

' t 11/  \ i*ir  1..  The  pains  of  the 

i tthe  glands  (71.),  which  lucceed  to  joints  and  gian- 
|;ifcarlatina.  For  they  either  fliew  a 
jiiwarm  and  inflammatory  nature, 
i:and  are  combined  with  fever,  or 
ptthey  are  cold,  as  they  are  called,  and  Amply 
Ijlymphatic,  unaccompanied  with  fever.  In  the 
jjformer  cafe  we  are  to  employ  antiphlogiftic  re- 
limcdies,  in  the  other  cathartics  and  diuretics,  to 
jjproduce  refolution  of  them.  Among  the  cathar- 
iitics  jalap  and  fweet  mercury,  among  the  diure- 
ttics  fquills  and  millipedes,  hold  the  firft  rank. 

‘ Meza  mentions,  that  in  the  epidemic  fcarlet 
! fever  of  Copenhagen,  the  glandular  tumours 
; of  the  neck  and  parotids,  when  they  did  not 
I fuppurate,  and  were  of  long  ftanding,  befides 
i mercurial  cathartics,  received  advantage  from  a 
liniment  of  oil  of  fweet  almonds,  fpirit  of  fal 
ammoniac,  fuccinated  liquor  of  hartlliorn,  and 
camphor.  Plencizi  * celebrates  the  wonderful 
virtue  of  aurum  fulminans  in  thefe  fucceflions  of 
the  difeai'e  ; and  in  particular  the  pills  of  Weber 
of  Turnberg,  a phyfician  of  confiderable  celebrity, 
which  contain  the  aurum  fulminans  in  their  com- 
pofition,  are  held  in  the  higheft  eftimation  f.  But 
as  1 obferve  the  aurum  fulminans  added  to  other 
medicines,  fufficiently  efficacious  of  themfelvcs, 
as  fweet  mercury.  Rhubarb,  fpirit  of  coagula- 
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ted  fait,  fquills,  &c.  ; it  remains  doubtful  whe- 
ther or  not  the  good  elfedts  arifing  from  its  em- 
ployment ought  to  be  afcribed  to  the  aurum  fulmi- 
nans,  or  to  the  other  fubftances  with  which  it  is 
blended.  Be  that  as  it  may,  this  remedy,  when 
fever  is  prefent,  and  efpecially  when  it  is  fome- 
what  violent,  judicious  practitioners  are  agreed, 
ought  not  to  be  admitted  X' 

* Op.  phy/fco-tned.  T.  lii.  The  fubftance  of  his  treatife  on 
fcarlatina,  with  feventeen  obfervations,  illuftrated  with  anno- 
tations, is  inferted  in  Fafcic.  2.  Oper.  min.' tned.  et  Dijfert.  a ^ 
Fran.  Xaver.  De  Waflerberg  p.  i88.  ^ 

f Weber’s  pills  are  made  as  follows  : ^ 

Rhei  cleft,  fp.  fal.  coag.  ana  drach.  ij.  Merc.  dulc.  aur.  1 
fulmn.  extraft.  fcill.  ana  drach.  i.  Rob.  junip.  q.  s.  ut  f.  ,j 
pil.  gran.  i.  vel.  ij.  auro  argentove  obrolvend.  D.  n.  i.  | 
vel.  ij.  pro  ratione  setatis  quovis  bihorio,  fic  ut  folvatur  al-  i 
vus  ter  fingulis  diebus.  Sin  minus,  add.  pilulis  magifterium 
mcchoacannse,  aut  digrydium  fulphurat.  aut  pilulse  coc- 
chiae.  Superbib.  infuf.  baccar.  junip.  vel  radic.  aperient. 
Port,  trium  vel  quatuor  dierum  fpatium  intermittatur  ad 
unum  diem.  Paregorica  dentur  vcfpcri  ad  fedandnm.  , | 

1 De  Haen,  Rat.  conh  P.  i.  c.  viii.  p.  *47*  ^ 

94.  It  remains  that  the  patients  fhould  be  kept 
quiet,  of  a moderate  and  uniform  temperature, 
and  that  a gentle  and  conftant 
perfpiration  fhould  be  preferved. 
But  in  the  fame  manner  as  cold  and  cxpofure 
to  the  open  air  are  injurious,  exceffive  heat  alfo 
is  not  unattended  with  harm,  and  is  therefore 
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icarefully  to  be  avoided.  If  their  ftrength  be 
ifufEcient  to  permit  it,  Heifter  does  not  objedt  to 
ttheir  walking  about  in  their  bed-chamber,  in  a 
jproper  temperature,  and  defended  againft  the  cold 
3air  *.  Laftly,  the  nature  of  the  diet  ought  to  be 
^accommodated  to  the  complaint,  namely,  cooling 
iaand  opening,  and  confifting  more  of  vegetable 
tthan  animal  matter. 

* Cmp.  tned.  praEl.  c.  iv.  J xxxi. 


chapter  V. 

OF  THE  NETTLE-RASH  *. 

95.  Of  almoft  all  the  exanthemata,  the  flighteft 
aind  fafeft  is  that  which  is  named  Nettlc-rajh. 
i*^ter  a flight  attack  of  fever,  like  an  ephemera, 
ITometimes  without  any  fever,  it  breaks  out  under 
ihe  form  of  whitifh  red  fpots,  diftind,  and  railing 
Ihe  fkin,  and  attended  with  itching  ; in  lize  and 
appearance  very  like  thofe  occafioned  by  the  prick- 
ing of  nettles,  or  the  flings  of  wafps  or  bees. 
IThefe  puflules  occur  not  only  in  children,  but  in 
itdults  alfo,  quickly  covering  the  whole  body,  and 
rncrcafing  like  fmall  tubercles  ; but  they  attack  in 
narticular  the  face,  neck,  and  arms ; and,  if 
tver  they  conceal  themfelves  under  the  fkin, 
Ihey  occaflon  intolerable  itching,  and  quickly 
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re-appear  on  being  (lightly  fcratched.  They 
appear  at  all  feafons  of  the  year,  chiefly  after 
the  drinking  too  much  wine  and  other  diffufible 
ftimulit;  fometimes  without  any  evident  exciting 
caufe  t ; although  I have  occafionally  obferved 
that  complaint  produced  by  fome  acrid  fordes  in 
the  (lomach  1|,  or  by  fuppreffion  of  the  perfpira- 
tion. 


♦ Synonyms.  The  other  /peeks  of  the  er^tpelatous  fever  of 
Sydenham.  Oper.feB.  vi.  c.  6.  Tlse  EJfera,  Soraand  Bare  Arabum, 
of  Sennert,  med.  praB.  1.  v.  P.  i.  de  tumor,  c.  xxvi.  The  purpur^ 
urticata  of  Juncker.  Tab.  75.  i and  of  Schacht,  Injl.  med.praB. 
c xi  § vi.  The  Purpura  urticata,  nonnullts  Porcelawe  of 
Lieutaud.  Synops.  med.  tom.  i.  1.  ii.  feft.  iv.  T^he  Febris  urtk^ 
cata  of  Vogel.  De  cog.  et  c«r.  § clviii.  and  of  others 

The  fcarlatina  articata  of  Sauvages.  Nofol.  cl.  ni.  ord.  i.  gen.  . 
fp.  2.  The  febris  rubra  prurigimfa  of  the  fame  author. 


• -j-  Sydenh.  1.  c. 


X Swiet.  § Dccxxiil. 

11  After  the  eating  of  lobfters,  limpits, 
other  Ihell-Hfh,  Lieutaud  has  Ihewn  us 
tion  fometimes  occurs.  Synop.  med.  T.  i 
cut.  macul.  et  efjlorcfccnta. 


urchins,  crabs,  and 
that  fuch  an  erup- 
. It  ii.  fe£l.  iv.  Cap. 


q6.  When  this  eruption  is  preceded  by  fever, 
.it  begins  with  fcarcely  preceptible  chilhnefs  of  t e 
' furface,  fucceeded  by  heat,  thoug 
The  nature  of  . great,  with  moderate  thirft. 

the  fever.  o » - r • ..1 

and  fome  uneaimefs  in  the  head 
or  a very  night  headach,  and  a particular  feelinf 
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(lof  anxiety  about  the  prsecordia, 

' ^ . f.  The  eruption, 

n together  with  debility.  On  the  fpots 
H breaking  out,  which  generally  happens  a few 
j hours  afterwards,  the  fever,  anxiety,  and  other 
j fymptoms  difappear.  But  the  eruption  continues 
jttwo  or  three  days  until  they  are  intirely  refolved 
I by  the  infenfible  perfpiration.  Frequently,  how- 
i ever,  the  whole  noxious  humour  is  not  expelled 
j by  one  eruption.  On  the  fever  remitting  the 
1 fpots  arc  like  wife  diminiflied,  but  on  a flight  de- 
i gree  of  fever  returning,  in  the  evening  they 
j again  break  out,  difappearing  in  the  morning. 

\ Thus  they  come  and  go  for  feveral  times  until 
§ their  fomes  is  intirely  exhaufted.  It  frequently 
I happens  that  in  confequence  of  heat  of  the  bed 
H and  the  perfpiration  being  increafed,  they  feem  to 
have  difappeared,  but  on  the  patient’s  being  ex- 
pofed  to  the  air  on  getting  out  of  bed,  the  perfpira- 
tion being  checked,  the  fpots  become  confpicuous, 
railing  the  fkin  as  before,  and  being  attended 
with  remarkable  itching  and  heat. 

- , . . , - Howitdifappeau. 

It  rarely  terminates  in  defquama- 

tion,  although  others  alledge  that  the  eruption  is 

liable  to  this  termination. 


97.  I have  more  than  once  feen  it  alFe£l  only 
certain  parts,  as  the  arms  or  legs,  fometimes  alfo 
the  whole  body,  without  fever,  and 
remain  changeable,  going  and  co- 
ming  at  particular  hours  for  feveral 
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days,  but,  in  general,  it  does  not  exceed  four 
days.  It  is  an  obfervation  of  Van  Swieten’s  *, 
that,  on  their  difappearing,  anxiety  of  the  prsecor- 
dia  and  flight  fainting  fucceed  to  them,  and  that, 
on  their  ftrildng  out  again,  thefe  inconveniences 
ceafe  intirely.  Thofe  who  are  thus  affedled,  in 
other  refpe£l:s  are  well.  Hence,  however,  it  ap- 
pears, that  their  ftriking  in  will  not  be  unattend- 
ed with  harm.  Vogel,  when  the  eruption  is  at- 
tended with  fever,  tells  us,  that  frequently  fhiver- 
ings  occur,  and  loofenefs  generally  from  the  be- 
ginning, together  with  turbid  and  diflimy  urine; 
but  that  there  is  no  danger  prefent,  and  that  the 
fever  is  refolved  by  critical  fweat  on  the  firft  week. 
But  I imagine  that  it  is  very  feldom  fo  long  pro- 
traded. 

* L.  c. 


98.  If  the  nature  of  this  eruption  is  carefully 
confidered,  it  muft  appear  evident  that  it  differs 
very  widely  from  eryfipelas,  of 
”otheJSa/S™  which  Sydenham  * and  Meza  f 
ruptions.  confidered  it  as  a fpecies ; and  from 

the  f:arlet  eruption,  to  which  it  was  referred  by 
Sauvages  ;jl,  as  Lieutaud  and  Vogel  had  already 
remarked.  I can  much  lefs  affent  to  the  opinion 
of  Schacht,  who  imagined  that  the  netde-rafh 
does  not  differ  from  the  red  miliary  eruption, 
excepting  in  the  fize  of  the  fpots.  Nor  will  it  ap- 
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pear  lurprifing  that  this  otherwife  judicious 
phyfician  ranked  the  prefent  complaint  amongft 
tthe  fevered;  ones,  contraiy  to  the  opinion  of 
• others. 

i 

! * h.  c.  f Compend.  med.  praB.  fafc.  i.  cap.  xvii. 

j § civi.  J L.  c.  II  Injlit.  med.  praPl.  c.  xi.  § vi. 

i 

1 

THE  CURE. 

j 

j 99.  In  general  the  acrimony  of  the  fluids 
irrequirk  diluents  and  corredives ; any  indigeftion 
itthat  may  be  prefent,  gentle  and 
,aantiphlogiftic  cathartics ; and  the  re-  Tndi^ti’o”^ 
attention  of  the  perfpirable  matter  in 
Ithe  cutaneous  veflels,  gentle  diaphoretics.  Syden- 
;lham,  who  confidered  this  eruption  as  an  eryfl- 
ijpelatous  one,  recommended  bleeding  and  ffe- 
liquent  purging.  But,  unlels  there  be  prefent 
I'igreat  heat  of  the  blood,  or  violent  fever,  or  great 
[Ifulnefs  of  the  veflels,  it  is  fuperfluous  to  let  blood, 
innd  perhaps  even  injurious.  1 would  more  readily 
aigree  with  Sennert,  who,  after  bleeding,  if  any  of 
ilhe  above-mentioned  caufes  required  it,  propofes 
'(purging  the  belly  by  means  of  tamarinds,  myro- 
Ibolans,  and  rhubarb,  and  next  recommends  fubacid 
blteratives,  emulfions  of  the  cold  feeds,  and,  laftly, 
;)athing  in  tepid  water.  We  mufl,  however,  obferve 
VoL.  II.  E e 
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caution  in  the  employment  of  purgatives,  that  we 
may  not  check  the  operation  of  nature,  attempting 
a critical  expulfionof  the  noxious  humour  through 
the  pores  of  the  fkin.  It  is  proper,  therefore,  to 
withdraw  the  fomes  of  the  difeafe  gently,  and 
per  epicrafin,  by  means  of  antiphlogiftic  cathartics. 
It  is  wonderful  how  effedlually  the  catife  of  this 
difeafe,  efpecially  when  it  returns  and  proves  ob- 
ftinate,  is  removed  in  this  way.  In  flighter  cafes, 
or  when  the  eruption  is  not  accompanied  with 
fever,  but  with  troublefome  itching  and  acrimo- 
nious heat,  nothing  is  found  more  falutary  than 
immerfing  the  w^hole  body,  or  the  parts  particu- 
larly affedte  S into  the  cold  bath.  Thus  the  acri- 
mony is  corrected,  the  phlogofis  abates,  the 
ftagnant  humour  is  refolved,  and  pafles  oflf  by 
the  perfpiration.  With  the  fame  view  we  em- 
ploy gentle  heat  of  the  bed,  reft,  and  the  copious 
drinking  of  an  infufion  of  alder-flowers  or  tea. 
But,  if  nitre,  roob  of  alder-berries,  and  fynip  of 
rafp-berries,  or  fuch  like,  be  added  to  it,  its  effi- 
cacy will  be  increafed. 
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The  Essera,  or  Porcelaine  of  the  French. 

; I oo.  That  eruption  which  refembles  the  figure 
j and  fize  of  the  leaves  of  the  plant,  called  by  the 
j French  Porcelaine,  and  by  us  Portulaca,  feems  to 
j conftitute  the  elTera  of  Sauvages  and  Sagar,  and 
i differs  from  the  former  merely  in  the  fize  of  the 
j Ipots.  I am  therefore  of  opinion,  that  it  ought  to 
i be  confidered  only  as  a variety  of  the  nettle-rafh  ; 
I for  in  other  refpefts  both  eruptions  agree  intirely. 
I Thofe  who  eftablifh  in  it  a new  genus  of  com- 
j plaint  affirm,  that  the  difference  confifts  in  the 
j effera  being  intirely  void  of  itching.  But  I 
I very  much  doubt  that  this  is  uniformly  the  cafe  ; 
j and,  if  it  ever  is,  I do  not  confider  it  as  afford- 
! ing  a fafficient  diftindfion  between  it  and  the 
i nettle-rafh, 

i ' 

i * Sauv.  cl.  iii.  ord.  i.  gen.  ix.  Sagar,  cl.  x.  ord.i.  gen.  ii. 

t; 

Ii  . E e 2 

i? 

i: 

i: 

i: 


i 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

OF  THE  ESSERA  OF  VOGEL. 

1 01.  As  I obferve  a fpecies  of  ejfera  clefcrl-  - 

bed  by  Vogel,  not  unfreqnently  occurring  in  ,v 
his  country,  which  completely  differs,  not  only  . 
from  the  complaint  to  which  others  have  given 
this  name  (loo.),  but  alfo  from  other  exanthe-  ■' 
matic  eruptions  of  this  clafs  ; I cannot  pafs  it  over  ^ 
in  filence,  although  it  is  of  very  rare  occurrence  \ 
among  us,  and  is  probably  altogether  overlooked  i 
by  many  phyficians  here.  4 

* L.  c.  § civil.  I 

102.  But  this  fpecies  of  effera,  according  to  the  | 
very  ingenious  author,  “ exhibits  broad,  diftindt 

fpots,of  afhiningred  coloiir,fmooth. 

Its  defcription.  itchy,  and  chiefly  affed- 

ing  the  hands  and  face.”  The  eruption  takes  \ 
place  both  with  and  without  fever.  When  it  is  j 
combined  with  fever,  the  fever  obferves  the  type  ■ 
of  an  ephemera,  and  is  attended  with  pains  of  the 
back  and  head,  together  with  vomiting.  It  is 
preceded  by  fliivering,  fucceeded  by  heat  and 
iw’eating  ; and  is  refolved  on  the  third  day  by 
fweat  aQd  a copious  difcharge  of  urine. 


OF  THE  ESSERA. 


437 


! 

; 103.  The  fpots  are  very  wavering  and  fugi- 

1 live,  fometimes  appearing  and  fometiines  not. 

I They  arc  moft  abundant  upon  the  hands,  when  co- 
j vered  with  the  bed-cloaths ; but  when  the  cloaths 
i are  removed,  they  again  dil'appear.  Sometimes, 
I however,  the  reverie  of  this  takes  place,  or  they 
i become  more  confpicuous  in  the  cold,  in  confe- 
• quence  of  the  perfpiratory  matter  being  checked, 
and  they  difappear  in  a warm  temperature,  being 
difperfed  along  with  the  perfpiration.  Nor  is  their 
ftrikingin  attended  with  fuch  danger.  On  the  third 
I day,  at  fartheft,.they  become  difcoloured  and  pale, 
ji  immediately  previous  to  the  defquamation  taking 
i]  place. 

I 104.  The  eruption  generally  comes  on  fpon- 
jjtaneoufly,  and  alone.  Sometimes  it  precedes 

I I bilious  fevers.  At  other  times 

i..  . ^ , , The  eruption 

lilt  appears  interpoled  among  the  fpontaneous, 

p variolous  pultules  when  they  are  times fecon. 
|«drying.  This  eruption  is  faid  to  ap- 
I Ipear  particularly  in  fummer  and  winter;  and  when 
':a  perfonhas  once  laboured  under  it,  he  is  very  apt 
Mo  a return  of  it.  With  refpedt  to  the 
jtcure  ; a gentle  diaphorefis,  and  co- 
wering up  the  patient  with  the  bed-cloaths,  are 
ifaid  to  be  fufficient.  It  is  certainly  a very  flight 
|<eruption,  and  fcarcely  requires  medical  aid ; but 
Itthat  which  Sennert  has  deferibed  clearly  corre^. 

E e 3 
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fponding  with  the  nettle-rafli,  does  not  agree  with 
the  prefent,  excepting  in  nanve  ; whatever  Vo- 
gel  may  think  to  the  contrary. 


CHAPTER  VII. 

- CONCERNING  THE  PEMPHIX  OF  MODERN 

AUTHORS  i 

OR, 

the  morbus  phlyct^noides  *. 

• 105.  rTms  dlfcafe  has  derived  its  name  from 
the. word  fignifying  a veficlc.  In  it  great 

blifters,  '^generally  of  the  fize  of 
' Its  defcnption.  fomctimes  greater,  fel- 

dom  lefs,  full  of  yellow  ferum,  exciting  great  heat 
and  itching,  disfigure  .various  parts  of  the  ikm, 
and  continue  for  feveral  days  until,  on  burfting, 
they  pour  out  • the  ferum,  frequently  leaving 
blackllh  red  fpots,  and  fcales  on  the  fcarf-^m, 
furrounded  with  a . black  . colour.  Sometimes 
they  break  out  all  oyer  the  body,  occafionally 
only,  in  particular  parts,  efpecially  on:  the  face  and 

neck.  )They  are  generally  accompanied  with 

fever,  although  they  have  alfp  been  fometimes  ob- 
ferved  without  it  f* 


i 
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i * Synonyms.  The  Pemphigus  of  Sauvagcs,  iJofol.  cl.  iii. 
jiord.  i.  gen,  iii.  of  Cullen,  Gen.  morb.  gen.  32. ; of  Sagar,  cl.  x. 
iiord.  i.  gen.  iii.  The  Morta  of  Linnaeus,  Gen.  morb.  gen.  i.  cl.  i. 
j(ord.  i.  The  Febris  bullofa,  pemphigodes  recentiorum  of  Vogel, 
\,De  cog.  et  cur.  morb.  § clix.  The  Exanthemata  ferofa  of  Plfo,  De 
\nnorh.  a feres,  oolluv.  et  dlluv.  ortis.  obfervat.  CL.  The  Febris 
\wsjtcularis  of  Macbride,  Introd.  meth.  in  Theor.  et  Prax.  med. 
i T.  2.  1.  i.  c.  xviii.  The  Febris  pemphigodes  Ephem.  Germ.  Dec.,  i. 
jiann.  vlii.  obs.  56. 

I f Sauv\  1.  c.  VogeL  1.  c. 

I 106.  This  eruption  alfo  is  twofold,  there  being 
I one  kind  which  is  malignant,  and  of  rare  occur- 
! Fence,  another  which  is  malignant,  pernicious,  and 
i often  epidemic,  nay,  fometimes,  as 

.11  . • 1 It  is  of  a double 

I w'e  are  told,  even  contagious  ; and  nature, 
i this  laft  is  of  much  more  frequent  oc- 
: currence.  The  benign  kind  is  either  without  fever, 
i or  is  generally  conjoined  with  a flight  one  attend- 
I ed  with  no  danger  *.  But  the  blifters  raife  the 
i fkin  upon  the  firft,  fecond,  or  third  day  j',  nay, 

I fometimes  not  till  the  fourth  ;j:  j and  when  the 
1 difeafe  is  benign,  within  feven  days  they  burft 
i and  dry,  no  pus  or  other  fluid  proceeding  from 
; them,  but  the  fkin  being  burned,  as  it  were,  into 
j dirty  blackifh  fcales,  falls  off  If  it  be  of  the  ma- 
ll lignant  kind,  however,  unlefs  they  fall  off  fboner, 
i they  do  not  arrive  at  their  termination  and  cri- 
!'  fis,  until  the  fourteenth  day.  But  the  fever  is 
faid  to  obferve  the  type  fometimes  of  a fynochus, 

! not  of  the  putrid  kind,  fometimes  that  of  a putrid 
! ®nej  at  other  times  it  has  been  obferved  to  xefemble 

E e 4 
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a remittent  fever  and  trytxophya.  It  is  ufual 
for  them  to  leave  no  traces  or  pits  in  the 
Ikin,  except  the  blackifh  fpots  mentioned  above 
( 1 05.).  Moreover,  how  far  this  complaint  differs 
from  the  above  ones,  will  readily  appear  by  compa- 
ring their  defcriptions.  It  can  neither  be  compared 
with  the  white  miliary  eruption,  nor  with  the  wa-  , 
tery  and  chryftalline  fmall-pox  j for  the  fpots  in 
the  former  are  generally  no  larger  than  millet-feeds, 
often  even  lefs  ; thofe  in  the  latter,  if  they  become 
confluent,  are  filled  with  fome  pus,  which  is  by 
no  means  the  cafe  in  the  pemphix. 

* I do  not,  however,  pretend  to  affirm,  that  the  difcafc  is 
always  benign  when  it  is  free  of  fever,  or  feems  to  be  fo.  j 

For  in  January  1 760,  when  petechiic  prevailed  epidemically  in 
Fayence,  and  many  were  cut  off,  Bofch,  a nobleman  of  near 
eighty  years  of  age,  was  fuddenly  feized  with  fome  blifters  of 
this  kind  in  various  parts  of  his  body,  without  their  being  at-  ^ 
tended  with  fever.  They  contained  a ferous  fluid,  and  on  tlic  j 
epidermis  being  burft,  the  fubjacent  parts  appeared  firft  red,  ' 
next  livid  and  black.  Without  any  othei  fymptom,  he  died  | 
of  thefe  within  four  or  five  days.  But  the  complaint  neither  I 
affefted  fuch  as  fat  up  with  him,  nor  was  diffufed  among  the  \ 
other  domeftics.  * 

f Cullen,  1.  c.  X Sauv.  1.  c.  1 

107.  Sauvages  mentions  his  having  feen  pein-  j 
phix  prevail  fporadically  at  leafl;  fix  times  j 
Likewife,  that  one  feems  to  have  ^ 
been  fporadic  which  is  deferibed  by 
Pifo  'I'.  Thierry  % has  given  us 
^n  account  of  an  epidemic  and  contagious  fpecie^ 
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!;  of  the  difeafe,  generally  proving  fatal,  which  pre- 
i;  vailed  among  the  foldiers  at  Prague  ‘ 

. <r  c c The  epidemic  and 

ij  in  the  year  1730.  oome  are  01  contagious  fpe- 
1;  opinion  that  it  was  known  to  Hip- 
jj  pocrates  and  Galen,  becaufe  they  find  in  the  fixth 
!|  book  of  the  epidemics  j|  mention  made  of  what 
!i  he  calls  febris  pemphlgodes.  But  what  Hippo- 
! crates  meant  by  this  name,  Galen  himfelf  has  not 
i attempted  to  determine  j nor  have  his  other  inter- 
1 preters  fufficiently  explained  it.  Hence  they  are 
! Itill  divided  in  opinion  §.  It  is  likewife  a matter 
: of  doubt,  whether  we  ought  to  refer  to  this  dif- 
eafe the  febris  fynecbia  cum  veftciilis  per  pcdlus 
i ct  collum  fpaffsj  to  which  Morton  H has  given  a 
i name,  without  deferibing  it,  contrary  to  what 
i others  have  fuppofed. 

I * L.  c.  f L.  c.  4 Midk.  ei<perim.  p.  134.  ||  Sed.  i. 

I § Cafpar  a Reies,  El^.  incund.  quajl.  camp,  quaeft.  68.  n.  7. 

■ 51  .Append,  ad  exercit.  2.  * 

' io8.  Dr  Cullen,  no  lefs  diftinguifhed  for  his 
erudition  than  found  judgment,  feems  to  doubt 
whether  the  pemphigus  Helveticus  of 
Langhanfi  *,  or  the  third  fpecies  of  ^e^by  cuufn^' 
Sauvages,  belongs  to  this  difeafe,  or 
rather  to  the  angina  ulcerofa,  or  maligna.  The 
ill-conditioned  blifters  in  every  cafe  alfedling  the 
mouth  and  throat,  and  the  plan  of  cure  that  he  em- 
ployed with  fuccefs  in  it,  without  doubt  fliew 
Biat  that  epidemic  and  contagious  difeafe  was 
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widely  different  from  the  pcmphix,  or  at  lead  was 
combined  w'ith  ulcerous  or  gangrenous  angina.  The 
fame  author,  alfo,  is  doubtful  whether  the 
^us  indietts  f , as  well  as  that  of  Brafil which 
Sauvages  referred  to  this  difeafe,  really  came  un- 
der this  head  ; for  it  muft  be  owned,  that  our 
knowledge  of  them  is  not  fufficient  to  de- 
termine our  judgement.  Laftly, 

Whether  or  not  it  ...  J 

be  always  fytnp-  he  inquires  whether  or  not  the 
pemphix  be  always  fymptomatic  ? 
But  he  feems  much  inclined  to  adopt  the 
affirmative.  I am  of  opinion,  however,  that  this 
can  by  no  means  be  granted,  as  it  has  fometimes 
been  found  alone  and  unaccompanied  with  fever. 

* Acl.  Hclvet.  vol.  II.  p.  100.  f Bpec.  4.  \ Spec.  5. 

109.  In  either  cafe,  both  yrhen  it  is  a fymp- 
tom  of  fome  malignant  and  putrid  difeafe,  and 
when  it  is  primary,  it  always  por- 
^g^eroul!  tends  danger,  on  account  of  the 
gangrene  in  which  it  quickly  ter- 
minates. For  fuch  is  the  fervor  of  the  blood,  and 
acrimony  of  the  ferous  fluid,  that  to  whatfo- 
cver  part  it  is  carried,  it  produces  in  it  a burn- 
ing fenfation,  like  that  caufed  by  fire. 
Hence  Pifo,  at  the  commencement 
of  the  difeafe,  when  the  fever  rages  with  great 
violence,  w^ithout  hefitation  propofes  bleeding 
and  other  remedies  allaying  exceilivc  heat  j nor 


The  cure. 
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did  the  phyficians  of  Switzerland  difapprove  of 
this  antiphlogiftic  plan  of  cure,  in  the  fpecies  of 
the  complaint  which  was  aggravated  with  aph- 
thae of  the  mouth  and  fauces.  But  in  that  which 
attacked  the  foldiers  in  the  garrifon  at  Prague, 
and  proved  fatal  to  all  that  were  treated  in  any 
other  way,  the  acetum  bezoarticum  alone  was 
found  ferviceable  *.  For,  after  ufing  it,  all  the 
patients  are  faid  to  have  recovered.  Therefore  all 
antifeptics,  efpecially  thofe  mixed  with  acids,  and, 
above  all,  the  Peruvian  bark,  as  in  other  pu- 
trid and  gangrenous  difeafes,  in  this  one  alfo 
hold  the  lirft  rank.  The  blifters,  if  they  do  not 
foon  burft  of  their  own  accord,  muft  be  carefully 
opened,  that  the  acrid  humour  may  not  penetrate 
deeper,  or  be  forced  inwards.  But  it  is  necelTa- 
ry  to  abftain  from  repreffmg,  or  drying,  r,emedies, 
as  we  are  informed  by  Vogel.  If  the  difeafe  be 
combined  at  the  fame  time  with  ulcerous  and  ma- 
lignant angina,  we  muft  treat  the  latter  complaint 
with  thofe  remedies,  which  fhall  be  recommend- 
ed when  we  come  to  fpeak  of  angina. 


* The  acetum  bezoarticum  is  compofcd  in  the  following 
manner : 

Pi  Rad.  Angelicac, 

Enulse, 

Imperator. 

Hirundinar. 

Zedoaria:  an.  drach-  tj. 
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Herb.  Scordii, 

Rutse, 

Salviae  an.  unc.  i. 

Baccar.  Junip.  unc.  fem. 

Flaved.  cortic.  citr.  drach.  vi.  Minut.  incif.  afFun. 
Accti  vin.  opt.  ft  iij. 

Poft  fufficient.  digeft.  exprlmantur,  et  fUtratum  acc- 
tum  ad  ufum  reponatur. 

Dof.  ab  unc.  dimid.  ad  unam. 


CHAPTER  VIII. 

CONCERNING  MEASLES  *. 

110.  It  appeared  to  Morton,  that  there  was- 
fuch  a refemblance  between  the  fcarlet  eruption 
and  meafles,  that  he  confidered 

Whether  meafles  •,  -..r  /-  itt  • • j 

differ  from  the  cach  dileaie  as  ditienng  in  degree 

has  already  been  fhewn  (62.)  what  diftinfJIion 
exifts  between  thefe  afFedions,  and  it  will  appear 
ftill  more  obvious  on  comparing  each  of  their  de- 
feriptions.  Others,  on  the  contrary,  the  chief  of 
w’hom  are  Rhazes,  Riverius,  and  Sennert,  con- 
fidered meafles  and  fmall-pox  as 
*^nvee^"nieafks  being  Very  clofely  allied,  and  there- 
auii  imaiupox.  treated  of  them  not  apart,  but 
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I together.  There  is  a wide  diftindlion,  however,  be- 
i tween  them  alfo,  as  will  foon  appear.  But  meafles 
j are  a peculiar  and  dillin£t  kind  of  e- 

, . , . r , 1 r r The  nature  of 

j ruption,  which  is  forced  to  themrface  meafles. 
j by  the  fever,  and  confifts  of  fmall,  red 
I fpots,  fo  uniformly  preceded  by  and  accompanied 
I with  catarrhal  fymptoms,  that  fome  have  confider-  '' 
j ed  it  as  being  an  exanthematic  catarrhal  fever  f. 

\ 

I * Synonyms.  The  MorbilU  of  Rhazcs.  Lib.  de  varhi.  et 
i morhil.  of  Sydenham,  Morton,  and  others.  The  Rofolia  of 
i Profp.  Martianus,  in  ].  2.  epid.  fe£t.  3.  v.  20.  The  Febrit 
i morbillofa  of  Hoffman,  De  febrib.  fe£l.  i . c.  vlii.  The  Rubeola 
j of  Sauvages,  Nofol.  meth.  cl.  3.  ord.  i.  gen.  3.  The  Rofolia 
! among  the  inhabitants  of  Tufcany.  The  Ferfa  among  thofe  of 
! Bologna,  and  in  other  diftri£ls  of  Italy.  Tlie  Rofacci  in  Pavia, 
j The  Rougede  of  the  French. 

1 f Hoffman,  1.  c.  Gruner,  Morb.  antiq.  p.  62. 


III.  Since  their  firft  introdudion  into  Europe*, 
meafles  have  been  fo  hoftile  to  mankind,  that 
fcarcely  any  one,  or  at  leafl:  very 

- 1 1*  1 r 1 • Almoft  every  bo- 

lew,  it  they  live  the  ulual  time,  dy  liable  to 

efcape  being  attacked  with  them,  at 
leafl  once  during  their  life.  But  infants  and  young 
people  are  chiefly  liable  to  them.  Nay,  the  foetus 
itfelf  fometimes  does  not  efcape  the 
complaint ; for  inftances  are  record-  a!^ 

cd  by  medical  'men  of  great  reputa-  cmtipbinr^ 
tion,  from  which  it  appears  that  in- 
fants have  fometimes  been  born  covered  wdth 
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the  eruption  *f.  Nor  can  any  body  who  has 
once  laboured  under  the  complaint  be  infured 
agaiiift  a fubfequent  attack,  fince  it  appears  from 
certain  authority,  that  the  fame  perfon  has  fallen 
into  the  complaint  a fecond,  and  even  a third 
time.  I am  aware  that  feveral 
(aid  to  have  at.  doubt  its  cvcr  returning,  particu- 
larly  Rofen,  who,  in  the  courfe  of 
forty  years  experience,  never  knew 
an  inftance  of  its  making  its  appearance  a fecond 
time  p But  MortoU,  the  length  of  whofe  ex- 
perience was  equal  to  that  of  Rofen,  although  he 
be  inclined  to  doubt  the  fa£t,  is  obliged  to  confefs 
that  an  inftance  of  its  returning  a fecond  time  oc- 
curred to  him  twice  in  the  courfe  of  his  practice  jj.  ^ 
The  fame  thing  is  confirmed  by  a phybeiam  of 
moft  extenfive  experience  and  great  celebrity  in 
Florence,  I mean  Tozzetti,  who  affirms,  that  feve- 
ral perfons,  who  to  his  knowledge  had  laboured 
under  the  complaint,  fufiered  a relapfe  of  it  §. 

* It  is  very  probable  that  the  meafles  were  introduced  into 
Europe  along  with  fmall-pox  from  Africa.  No  one  now 
queftions  its  being  a new  complaint,  and  totally  unknown  to 
the  ancient  Greeks. 

I Rofen.  Malad.  des  enfansy  c.  xiv.  p.  255.  X Xbid. 

II  Exercit.  iii.  c.  iii.  p.  i8.  § Prim.  Raccolt  di  ojferva-z.. 

p.  1 01.  The  fame  thing  is  confirmed  by  Schacht,  /« ..  meJ, 
^raEi.  fe£l.  i.  1.  I.  xii.  and  Meza  Comp.  med.  fafcic.  i.  c.  xx.  and 
Dc  Haen.  Ftbr.  divis.  vi.  § vi.  p.  1 06. 

1 12.  But,  if  any  doubt  ftill  remained,  it  would 
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i be  intirely  removed  by  the  communication  of 
; Dubofque  de  la  Robordiere  to  the 
I authors  of  the  Medical  Journal.  ^o^tLirreturnf 
i His  words  are  as  follow  : “ I have 
I frequently  feen  meafles  recUr  in  the  fame  perfon, 

! and  in  a fhort  time,  nay,  often  in  the  fame  month. 

I While  the  complaint  raged  epidemically,  in  the 
i year  1773,  feveral  of  my  colleagues  obferved  the 
I fame  thing ; the  meafles,  which  occurred  in  the 
I year  1 777, fortunately  fupplied  me  with  a frefh  op- 
j portunity  of  confirming  this  obfervation.  For  then 
! I found  not  a few  children  attacked  with  meafles, 
I whom  I had  already  treated  for  the  fame  com- 
j plaint.  And  no  one  muft  fuppofe  that  this  is  pe- 
j culiar  to  the  place  in  which  I live,  as  1 have  been 
i informed  by  feveral  of  the  firft  phyficians  in  Nor- 
i mandy,  that  this  is  a very  general  occurrence  there, 
i!  And,  among  others,  the  celebrated  ProfelTor  Spiel- 
! man  laftyear  informed  me  of  his  having  frequently 
i been  furprifed  at  the  recurrence  of  meafles  in  the 
fame  perfon  at  Strafburg.”  In  addition  to  thefe 
! very  ample  teftimonies,  I fhall  add  the  obfer- 
: vations  lately  made  by  the  ingenious  Ant.  Lau- 
|:  rence  Genovefius,  public  phyfician  in  the  town 
I of  Santa  Cruz.  In  the  year  1782,  when  meafles 
I raged  epidemically,  he  found  forty-fix  adults  at- 
I tacked  with  them,  although  they  had  already  la- 
I boured  under  the  difeafe,  as  he  was  alfured  by  the 
I phyfician  who  had  attended  them,  and  learnt  from 
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the  teftimony  of  iheir  friends,  togetherwith  a com- 
parifon  of  the  fymptoms  of  each  lllnefs.  Befides, 
he  mentions  fixteen  other  cafes  which  he  himfelf 
attended,  when  the  complaint  raged 

ner=>iiy  owing  to  epidemically  in  the  year  1770.  He 
contagion.  moreover  tells  us,  that  thefe  per- 

fons  did  not  fall  into  the  complaint  until  others 
of  their  family  had  been  affedted,  and  that  none 
of  thofe  were  attacked  who  remained  at  a diftance 
from  the  patients. 

* Journal  de  Medec.  T.  48.  p.  253. 

Avvift  fopra  la  falut.  umanuy  vol.  vii.  lett.  al  Sig.  Dot.  Gio, 
Lutg.  Targioni.  p.  267.  to  272- 

1 1 3.  Hence  it  appears  fufficiently  evident  that 
meafles  are  occafioned  by  fome  peculiar  miafma, 
and  propagated  by  contagion.  It 

Their  caufc.  , , 

moreover  appears  that  the  com- 
plaint is  propagated  from  place  to  place,  by  in- 
fected fubftances  or  perfpns ; and  when  it  enters  a 
family,  it  immediately  attacks  all  living  under  the 
fame  roof,  efpecially  if  they  have 
Contagion.  Complaint.  There- 

fore, fome  fubtile  virus  is  generally  confidered  to 
be  the  caufe  of  the  complaint ; and 

^ il'^confitkrcd  it  is  fuppofcd  to  bc  introduced  into 
as  the  caufe.  bodies  by  the  effluvia  of  the 

patients,  or  by  the  contaCt  of  in- 

Whetherit  hcon-  fubftances.  But  it  is  denied 

tftincfl  in  tne  sir* 

by  phyficians  of  the  greateft  learn- 
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! ing  *y  that  it  is  produced  or  contained  in  the  air, 
j becaufe,  if  communication  with  the  patients,  or 
j with  irrfefted  things  or  places,  be  avoided,  the 
i meafles  itfclf  are  prevented.  But, 

i , • r 1 .A  difpofition  of 

I tor  the  reception  oi  the  contagion,  body  necef. 
the  body  ought  to  be  in  a particular 
ftate,  without  which  the  virus  is 
j either  not  received,  or,  when  received,  becomes 
I inert  and  harmlefs,  or  quickly  pafles 

/'iij  •!  ••  Ocrt&m  times  of 

I out  ot  the  body  without  injury.  the  year,  and 

I But  as  it  has  been  found  by  ex-  Slo'f\he?ir,tl 
i perience,  that  meafles  are  more  voivc  the  virus. 

i rife  at  certain  times  of  the  year,  and  during 
I particular  ftates  of  the  air  ; it  is  therefore 
I probable,  that  the  femes  of  the  complaint  f re- 
i quires  fome  peculiar  condition  of  the  air  to  be 
i evolved  and  rendered  aftive,  whether  it  be  fup- 
I pofed  to  exift  in  the  air,  or  in  furrounding  qb- 
jj  je<51s,  or  in  the  bodies  themfelves. 

i * Rofen  a Rofcnftein  Trait,  de  malad.  des  enfans.  c,  xiv. 

I P-2S5- 

f Formerly  the  miafmata,  by  means  of  which  contagious 
; difeafes  are  introduced  into  found  bodies,  were  named  by  phy- 
(icians  contagionis  feminaria  ; but  the  places  and  things  coiv* 
‘ cealing  and  foftcring  the  feeds  of  tltc  difeafes,  were  named  the 
fames  of  the  contagion.  V.  Fracaft.  De  contagiofsy  lib.  Uc.  iv. 
' and  vii. 

i 

n 

• 114.  Meafles  generally  prevail  univerfally  and 

^ VoL.  II.  F f 
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epidemically, fometimes,  however,  fporadicallyand 
partially.  They  are  therefore  very 

Their  divifion  in-  , . 

to  epidemic  and  properly  divided  into  epidemic  and 
iporadic.  fporadic.  Morton,  who  has  written 

at  greatefl;  length  on  this  difeafe,  generally  confi- 
ders  the  benign  and  genuine  mealies  as  fporadic, 
while  he  looks  on  the  malignant  and  fpurious 
kind  as  epidemic.  But  the  difeafe. 

The  benniar  and  i i r t i i 

j?enuinc  kind,  though  Ipoiadic,  does  HOt  aiways 
nau/and"i^u^'  ^^^^rve  the  character  of  benignity, 
nor  ought  the  epidemic  fpecies  to 
be  always  conlidered  as  malignant.  For  the 
complaint,  as  obferved  by  Sydenham  to  occur 
in  London,  in  tlie  year  i6yo,  was  of  the  benign 
kind,  although  epidemic  ; as  alfo  that  which  pre- 
vailed in  the  year  1752  at  Upfal.  Hence,  all 
kinds  of  the  complaint,  whether  fporadic  or  epi- 
demic, ought  to  be  divided  into  benign  and  ma- 
lignant, like  other  exanthematic  dif- 
The  reguhr  and  p Svdcnham  namcs  the  former 

regular,  and  the  latter  irregular  or 
anomalous.  But  in  the  fame  man- 
ner as  geiiuine  and  regular  are  fynonymous 
terms  for  the  benign  kind,  fo  are  Jpurious  and 
irregular  for  the  malignant.  Be  that  as  it  may, 
that  fpecies  of  the  complaint  feems  to  be  better 
named  anomalous.^  which  departs  very  much  liom 
their  common  and  regular  courfe,  as  i ihall  here- 
after illuftrate. 

• Rofen.  1.  c. 
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The  three  ftages 
of  meafles. 


Firft  llage. 


1 1 5.  But  in  every  kind  of  meafles,  whether 
bfenign  or  malignant,  three  ftages,  or  periods,  as 
in  the  other  exanthematic  com- 
plaints, are  obfervable.  The  JirJi 
is  named  by  Morton  * the  appara- 
tus ejjiorefcentice , by  others  the  Jiage  of  the  conta- 
gion f.  In  the  benign  and  regular 
meafles,  it  extends  from  the  inva- 
fion  of  the  fever  to  the  eruption  of  the  fpots, 
which  in  the  benign  and  regular  difeafe  takes 
place  about  the  fourth  day  although  others  j{ 
mention  that  it  may  happen  even  fooner,  namely, 
after  twenty-four  hours,  or  two  or  three  days ; nay, 
occafionally  alfo  fomewhat  later,  or  on  the  fifth 
day.  But  in  the  malignant  and  anomalous  fpecies, 
becaufe  the  eruption  happens  fometimes  fooner, 
fometimes  much  later,  the  duration  of  this  ftage 
muft  confequently  be  very  indefinite.  Syden- 
ham § confines  it  to  a fhorter  period  than  in 
the  benign  and  regular  fpecics  ; while  Morton 
extends  it  fometimes  even  to  the  feventh  or 
eighth  day  But  in  the  anomalous  fpecies 
of  the  difeafe,  the  eruption  has 
been  retarded  even  for  twenty-three 
days  **.  The  fecond  fage  is  named  by  Morton 
fatus  morbi^  by  others  fadium  eruptionis^  or  firaply 
the  eruption.  It  commences  with  the  firft  ap- 
pearance of  the  efflorefcence,  and  lads  till  it  is 
completed.  In  the  benign  kind,  it  is  generally 

F f 2 
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Tl>ird  ft  age. 


confined  to  the  fpace  of  two  or  three  days  ; for 
then  the  fever,  with  however  feverc  fymptoms  it 
is  attended,  is  perfectly  refolved,  and  difap pears, 
together  with  the  efSorefcence.  But  in  the  ma- 
lignant fpecies  it  lafts  longer,  and  fametimes  con- 
tinues of  doubtful  iflue,  becaufe  the  eruption  at 
one  time  appears,  at  another  it  does  not,  or  ap- 
pears imperfedlly,  remaining  for  feventeen,  or 
even  twenty  days.  The  third Jlagt 
is  named  the  crifis^  or  dexlenjion^  or 
defquainatlon.  It  begins  with  the  difcoloration 
of  the  fpots,  and  terminates  on  their  wholly 
difappearing,  and  a derquamation  taking  place  ; 
at  which  time  a diarrhoea  generally  fuper- 
venes,  and  in  the  benign  kind  is  often  falu- 
tary,  caufing  the  fever  to  very  quickly  termi- 
nate, and  reftoring  all  the  fundiions  to  their 
healthy  ftate  within  a few  hours.  But  in  the 
malignant  and  anomalous  fpecies  of  the  com- 
plaint it  is  otherwife.  For,  on  the  efflorefccnce  dif- 
appearing, the  fever  continues,  but  is  aggravated, 
and  many  fevere  fymptoms  come  on,  by  which 
the  patients  are  cut  off ; or  it  degenerates  into  te- 
dious, chronic  difeafes,  (as  will  fhortly  be  fhewn), 
nnlefs  timely  aid  be  given. 


• IDe  morbil.  p.  14* 

J Sydenh.  1.  c.  fed.  v.  c.  iv 
f Hoffman.  1.  c. 

dojjervazion.  p.  19I. 


f Rofen,  1.  c. 

II  Mort.  1.  c. 

f Targion.Tozzettl,  Prim. 
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■ 1 1 6.  But  before  proceeding  to  the  defcriptioa 

ij  of  each  kind,  it  ought  to  be  obferved,  that  gene- 
ij  rally  dreadful  and  co?ivul/ivc  coughs,^ 
ij  prevailing  epidemically,  diftrefs  the 
i|  patients  for  fome  time previoufly, as  if  I’ng'^ugh^^'^' 

|i  announcing  the  fpeedy  appearance  of 
j meafles.  Sometimes  alfo,  about  the  time  of  recei- 
I ving  the  infe6:ion,  a very  fevcre  cough  precedes 
j the  eruption  of  meafles  for  at  leaft  fourteen  days 
! Sometimes  meafles  are  the  forerunner  of  fmall- 
i pox.  For  fuch  as  recover,  in  a Ihort  time  after  are 
i feized  with  fmall-pox  ; or,  on  the  other  hand,  on 
! the  fmall-pox  drying  and  falling  off,  meafles  take 
i place : for  frequently  the  difeafes  fucceed  each 
other  at  the  fame  time  ■]'.  Nay,  inftances  have 
i fometimes  occurred  of  meafles  and  fmall-pox 
i being  combined  together  in  the  fame  patient  at 
! the  fame  time. 

* Hoffman,  1.  c.  fe£t.  i.  c.  viii.  § u, 

f Stbrek,  Inftruz.  med.  pratic.  T.  i.  p.  304.  Rofen,  I.  c. 
p.  261. 

J De  Hak‘n>  4mf.  vi,  §yi.  p,  iqj.  ttfeq. 


THl  BENJCN  MEASLES. 

1 1 7.  I fhall,  therefore,  begin  with  that  kind 
which  J have  named  benign^  or  regular,  Alm®ft 
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%.  _ ' all  writers  having  followed  the  ex- 

At  wliat  time  of  , - . . - , vr  i* 

the  .year  they  ccllent  dclcription  oi  the  cliieaic 
chiefly  prevail.  . i c j • r l 

given  by  Sydenham  as  it  is  round 

to  convey  a moft  accurate  idea  of  it 


I ftiall 

therefore,  in  iny  account  of  the  difeafe,  be  regu- 
lated as  far  as  poffible  by  it.  r ^Vhen  they  prevail 
cpidemicallyj  they  begin  in  a favourable  manner 
early  in  January,  after  which  they  gradually  dif- 
fufe  themfelves,  and  rage  witlx^moie  violence. 
Towards  the.  vernal  equinox  they  attain  their 
height.  Afterwards  they  are  gradually  diminifh- 
ed,  becoming  daily  lefs  frequent  and  milder,  un- 
til, in  the  month  of  July,  they  altogether  .ceafe. 
Npthing,  however,  prevents  them  from . com- 
mencing their  attack  at  other  times  of  the  year, 
proceeding  in  the  fame  manner  as  I have 
deferibed,  and  at  length  * ceafing.  They  more 
frequently  attack  infants  and  children,  and  lefs 
frequently  thofe  who  have  attained  the  age  of  pu- 
berty and  manhood. 


r ^ 

* Oper.  fc6t.  Iv.  c.  V. 


1 1 8.  Whether  the  dlleafe  prevails  fpdradically  j 
or  epidemically,  the  patient  at  the  beginning  \ 
fhivers  and  feels  cold,  as  at  the  commencement  j 
of  other  acute  fevers,  and  fpends  j 
the  whole  firft  day  between  fre-  \ 
quent  viclflitudes  of  heat  and  cold.  j 
On  the  fecond  day  the  fever  manifefts  itfelf  by  \ 
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Yiolent  ficknefs,  great  thlrft,  a white^  rhoift 
tongue,  lofs  of  appetite,  a dry  cough,  heavinefs 
of  the  head  and  eyes,  and  a conftant  inclination 
to  deep.  Sometimes  the  patients  are  diftreffed 
with  adtual  heaxlach,  efpecially  adults  ; the  throat 
is  red  and  painful  ; there  are  pains  in  the  loins  ; a 
conftridion  is  felt  in  the  bread;  ^ the  refpiration  is 
quick,  and  accompanied  with  fighing ; the  pit  of 
the  ftomach,  and  whole  epigaftrium,  are  affedted 
w'ith  a troublefome  fenfe  of  weight ; the  eyes  are 
red,  and  water,  and  there  is  occafionally  a fenfe 
of  pricking  in  them  ; they  are  alfo  fo  impatient  of 
light,  that  the  perfon  can  fcarcely  fuffer  them  to 
be  opened.  Likewife,a  thin, acrid  fluid  diftils  from 
the  nofe,  caufing  frequeut  fneezing.  Nor  is  it  un- 
common for  a copious  difcharge  of  blood  to  take 
place  from  thence,  by  which  the  head,  eyes,  and 
throat,  are  confiderably  relieved.  On  the  third 
day  all  thefe  fymptoms  quickly  increafe,'  at- 
tended at  the  fame  time  with  fome  trembling 
and  ftarting  of  the  hands,  intenfe  heat  of  the  fkin, 
fometimes  alfo  delirium  and  frequent  anxiety. 
At  times,  too,  watching  is  prefent  j or,  if  there 
be  any  comatofe  aficftion,  it  often  refembles  that 
fpecies  of  it  called  coma  vigil.  Next  comes  on  nau- 
fea,  and  frequent  vomiting  of  the  ingefta  ; but  in- 
ftead  of  the  vomiting  there  is  more  frequently  a 
diarrhoea,  frequently  a bilious  one,  occafioning 
greenifb  ftools,  efpecially  during  dentition.  An«J 
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this  loofcnefs,  when  it  fupcrvenes,  checks  the  vo- 
miting and  naufea.  Nor  is  the  eruption  impeded 
by  it,  if  it  be  not  exceflive,  and  provided  a proper 
regimen  be  employed.  In  other  patients,  how- 
ever, during  the  whole  courfe  of  the  difeafe,  the 
belly  is  bound,  and  occahons  no  inconvenience. 
In  the  mean  time  the  patients  become  weary, 
peevifh,  and  morofe.  Some  of  them  alfo  arc 
wafted  with  fweats.  Rofen  f remarks,  that  during 
tliis  ftage  fometimes  eclampfia  fupervenes  ; the  ap- 
proach of  which  is  indicated  by  exceihve  fweating, 
and  a fcanty  difeharge  of  urine  taking  place.  At 
length  the  eye-lids  and  the  whole  face  fwell,  and 
the  eyes  are  red  and  hot  all  round  ; which  hap- 
pens as  the  eruption  is  about  to  take  place.  And 
thefe  fymptoras,  if  the  eruption  does  not  oc- 
cur towards  the  end  of  the  third  day,  are  pro- 
longed without  any  remiftion  to  the  fourth,  fel- 
dom  to  the  fifth. 

• De  Hacn,  Fehr,  Divis.  p.  1041 
f D*s  madad.  dtt  Enfans,  c.  14.  p.  2dl. 

1 1 9.  Next  upon  the  forehead  and  reft  of  tlie 
face  fmall  red  fpots  break  out,  like  freckles ; or 
rather  fmall,  red,  diftind  papula?, 
like  flea-bites,  which  gradually 
increafing  in  number  and  fize, 
and  being  colledled  into  clufters,  cover  the 
face  in  various  manners.  But  tlicfe  red  clufters 
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■ confift  of  fmali  puftules,  fituate  near  one  another, 

I and  riling  a little  above  the  furface  ; their  promi- 
j nence  being  perceptible,  not  only  to  the  touch, 
i but  alfo  to  the  eye,  on  narrow  examination. 

! From  the  face,  which  they  firft  attack,  they  gra- 
; dually  proceed  to  the  breaft,  back,  belly,  arms, 
I and  legs.  And  generally  thofe  which  arc  on  the 
I body  and  extremities  are  broader,  and  very 
i thickly  fpread,  difcovering  themfelves  rather  by 
I their  rednefs  than  prominence  ; although  fome 
: of  them,  if  properly  examined,  feem  to  render 
I the  fkin  fomewhat  irregular  and  rough.  Ac- 
; cording  to  the  diverlity  of  the  patients  confti- 
I tutions,  and  the  nature  of  their  blood,  they  are 
j faid  by  Hoffman  * in  fome  patients  to  be  broader, 
i in  others  lefs  fo  ; in  fome  red,  or  pale,  or  even  ap- 
j proaching  to  a leaden  colour.  Frequently,  on  the 
i eruption  taking  place,  moft  of  the  fevere  fymptoms 
; are  mitigated  j nay,  they  fometimes  ceafe  altoge- 
ther. In  particular,  the  fharp  heat,  pain  of  the 

■ loins,  delirium,  fpafms,  and  vomiting,  are  allayed. 
Sometimes,  after  the  eruption  has  appeared,  much 
bilious  vitiated  chyle  being  rejeded  by  vomiting, 

affords  remarkable  relief.  But  the  cough, 

which  generally  continues  from  the  beginning  to 
the  end  of  the  difeafe, — if  it  is  not  aggravated,  as 
it  often  is  from  the  meafles  breaking  out  in  the 
larynx  and  trachea  f , remains  the  fame,  and  ge- 
nerally occafions  an  expectoration  of  much  mu- 
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cons  matter,  attended  with  relief  to  the  breaft. 
Befides  the  cough,  the  difficulty  of  breathing,  the 
rednefs  of  the  eyes,  and  their  impatience  of  light, 
and  watering,  together  with  the  drowfinefs  and 
loathing  of  food,  though  in  a milder  degree, 
not  unfrequently  remain  for  fome  time,  but  ere 
long  difappear  intirely.  Nor  is  the  fever  always 
mitigated,  until  the  fervor  and  phlogofis  of  the  pu- 
ftules  fubfide.  On  the  fixth  day,  or  towards  the 
end  of  it,  the  puftules  on  the  forehead  and  face 
become  pale,  the  fwelling  of  it  fubfides,  and 
the  cuticle  drying  and  breaking,  the  face  be- 
comes rough.  In  the  mean  time 
the  fpots  on  the  reft  of  the  body 
appear  very  broad  and  red.  On 
the  feventh  day  the  fever  nearly  ceafes,  and  the 
meafles  difappear  on  the  face.  On  the  eighth 
they  leave  the  reft  of  the  body,  being  fucceeded 
by  an  univerfal  fweat,  or  a great  difeharge  of  u- 
rine,  or  even  a loofenels,  generally  affording  relief. 
Sometimes,  however,  according  to  Morton,  it 
happens  that  this  loofenefs  is  apt  to  degenerate 
into  a fymptomatic  diarrhoea,  attended  with  tor- 
mina, colliquation,  and  terminating  in  death. 
On  the  ninth  day  the  patient  is  in  good  health, 
being  generally  free  of  fever.  The  face,  breaft, 
limbs,  and  other  parts,  feem  as  they  were  fprink- 
led  with  flour,  the  pieces  of  the  cracked  and  dry 
fkin  feparating  and  falling  off  in  fcales,  and  leaving 
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I an  imiverfal  itching,  but  noblemi{li,orveftige.  But 
i it  I'ometimes  happens,  tliat  on  the  .mealies  difap- 
I pcaring  at  the  time  I have  mentioned,  although 
I cohhftent  with  the  ufuai  laws  of  the  difeaie,  the 
fever  is  fuddenly  aggravated  with  diBicuIt  brea- 
thing, and  more  troublel'ome  cough,  preventing 
any  lleep,  either  by  >day  or  night.  That  does 
not  always  happen  from  the  metaftahs  or  ftriking 
in  of  the  mealies.  It  may  be  more  frequently  afcri- 
bed  to  the  meafly  mattef  being  imperfectly  forced 
out  to  the  Ikin  ; on  which  account  its  remains 
being  carried  to  the-  lungs  readily  excite  peri- 
pneumony.  Sydenham  fuppofes  fuch  pcrfons  in 
particular  to  be  fubjeCt  to  this  misfortune  as  have 
employed  a regimen  'and  medicines  of  too  heat- 
ing a nature,  and,  by  agitating  the  blood  too 
much,  have  prevented  the  whole  of  the  morbil- 
lous  matter  from  being  fecreted  and  forced  to  the 
furface.  From  the  remains  of  this  matter  being 
j left  in  the  fyftem,  not  unfrcquently  flight  cough, 
I flow  fever,  and  loofenels,  fucceed  to  the  drying 
I of  the  eruption.  While,  according  to  TiflTot, 
I thefe  pcrfons  remain  free  of  fuch  inconveniences, 
I and  recover  perfectly  :{:,  who,  during  the  re- 
i mainder  of  the  difeafe,  or  as  it  draws  to  a clofe, 

{ experience  fome  remarkable  evacuation,  as  vo- 
i miting,  or  loofenefs,  efpecially  of  the  bilious 
' kind,  or  a great  difeharge  of  urine,  or  copious 
jlweating.  For,  by  means  of  thefe  excretions,  the 
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fever  is  altogether  refolvcd,  and  the  patient  reco- 
vers his  ftrength.  He  grants,  however,  that 
fometimes,  merely  by  the  infenfible  perfpiration, 
the  remains  of  the  dilcafe  are  completely  dif- 
perfed. 

* HofFman, 

f Not  only  the  (kin,  throat,  noftrils,  eyes,  and  larynx,  art 
affe£ted  vnth  meafles  ; but  it  has  likcwjfe  been  found,  on  ana- 
tomical diffedion,  that  the  very  thoracic  and  abdominal  vifeera 
are  at  times  covered  with  limilar  puftules.  Lieutaud.  Pree» 
ie  Med.  1.  c.  p.  604. 

' Avij.  au  peupl.  P.  i.  c.  14.  § 223. 


THE  DIAGNOSIS. 


120.  Such  is  the  hiftory  of  the  benign  and  re- 
gular meafles,  from  which  the  diagnofls  naturally 
flows.  At  fiift,  however,  before 
foTefccn  eruption,  it  is  fomewhat  diffi- 
cult to  forefee  the  complaint.  For, 
during  the  contagious  ftage,  it  is  not  eafy  to  fay 
whether  meafles,  or  forae  other  eruption,  is  about 
to  appear.  It  is  then  proper  to  inquire,  whether 
the  prevailing  epidemic  favours  the  production  of 
meafles ; whether  or  not  the  perfon  attacked  with 
the  fever  has  ever  laboured  under  meafles  before,  or 
any  of  his  relations  labour  under  it ; or  whether 
he  has  had  any  connection  with  fuch  as  are  affeCi- 
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I cd  with  it ; and,  laftly,  whether  or  not  the  perfbn 
labouring  under  the  fever  is  affeaed  with  rednefs 
of  the  eyes,  watering,  coryza,  fneezing,  pain  or 
heat  of  the  throat,  dry  troublefome  cough,  and 
drowfmefs.  If  thefe  fymptoms  con- 


is  removed.  For  the  firft  appearance  of  the 
meafles  has  fo  great  a refemblance  to  the  fmall- 
pox,  that  at  iirft  fight  it  cannot  be  afeertained 
which  of  the  difeafes  it  is.  If  there 


taud  * fuppofes  that  it  confifts  in  the 

puftules  in  meafles,  colkaed  into  clufters,  being 


i they  differ  from  a recent  eruption  of  fmali-pox* 

! which  are  uniformly  protuberant,  and  quickly  at- 
1 tain  maturity  f.  It  is  likewife  peculiar  in  meafles 
1 for  the  heat  and  fever  to  arrive  at  their  height 
i fooner,  and  for  the  fymptoras  to  be  generally 
\ more  urgent  than  in  fmall-pox 
j * Free,  de  Med.  1.  2.  fe£t.  iv.  p.  603.  f Sydenham,  I.  c. 

^ J Tiflbt  Avis,  au  peuplty  P.  i.  c.  xiv.  § 222. 


- 1 r n mc»uc5  ttiia 

cur,  the  approach  or  mealies  may  fmaii  pox  appear 
be  more  certainly  conjedtured.  But  Ih^^commcnce- 


The  meafles  anS 


it  mufl  not  be  fuppofed,  that  on 
the  appearance  of  the  fpots  all  doubt 


is  any  difference,  however,  Lieu- 


How  they  are 
diflingui(hed. 


! more  numerous  than  thofe  even  of  the  moft  con- 
I fluent  fmall-pox.  Befides,  the  meafles,  although 
j they  be  prominent  on  the  face  and  forehead,  on 
I the  breaft  and  extremities  are  diftinguifhed  rather 
i by  their  rednefs  than  elevation  : in  which  refpedl 


OF  THE  MEASLES. 


462 

1 21.  Befides,  nature  has  placed  a bounding 
line  between  them,  which  fome  have  attempted 
unfuccefsfully.  They  differ  from 

The  diftinftion  -n  r -l  U*1 

between  mealies  one  another,  I.  Becauie  the  morbil- 

and  imaiUpox.  cauflic  nor  ulce- 

rating as  the  variolous  j 2.  Becaufe  it  is  more 
hoftile  to  the  lungs  ; 3.  Becaufe  it  produces  much 
fmaller  puftules  ; 4.  Becaufe  the  latter  never  ge- 
nerate pus,  but  dry,  and  fall  off  in  fcales,  without 
leaving  any  ulcer,  or  cicatrix  ; 5.  Becaufe  they 
prove  move  injurious  to  the  fcarf-flcin  than  to  the 
ikin  itfelf ; 6.  Becaufe  they  are  attended  with  ca- 
tarrhal affeaions,  namely,  cough,  coryza,  fnee- 
zing,  and  watering  of  the  eyes,  contrary  to  what 
happens  in  fmall-pox  ; ' 7.  Becaufe  hemorrhages 
from  the  nofe,  or  uterus,  more  frequently  fuper- 
vene  in  mealies,  even  at  the  beginning  *,  than 
in  fmall-pox.  But  there  feems  to  be 

^?oVlhe  St  a clofer  affinity  between  the  mealies 
eruption.  cruption,  of  which  we 

have  already  fpoken.  They  difler,  however, 
from  it,  I.  Becaufe  they  are  railed  above  the  Ikin ; 
2.  Becaufe  the  catarrhal  affedions,  juft  now  men- 
tioned, are,  as  it  were,  the  peculiar  and  invariable 
concomitants  of  the  complaint ; 3*  Becaufe, 

in  meafles,  there  are  intermediate  fpaces,  of  a 
white  colour,  and  of  an  oblong,  fquare,  or  ir- 
regular figure  j" ; while,  on  the  other  hand,  in 
the  fcarlet  eruption,  an  uniformly  plain  and  con- 
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tinued  rednefs  afFeds  almoft  the  whole  fkin,  or 
at  lead  covers  it  with  broader  fpots,  like  an  eryfi- 
pelas ; 4.  Becaufe  the  epidermis  feparates  and 
falls  ofF  like  flour,  while  in  the  fcarlet  eruption  it 
comes  ofF  in  pieces  ; 5.  Becaufe  the  leucophleg- 
matic  fwelling,  which  fupervenes  in  fcarlatina, 
on  the  twenty- firft  or  twenty-fecond  day,  is  either 
not  obferved  in  meafles,  or,  if  it  ever  does  take 
place,  it  appears  immediately  at  the  conclufion  of 
the  third  ftage.  Laftly,  1 Ihall  not  omit  to  men- 
tion in  what  manner  meafles  may  be  diftinguilh- 
ed  from  petechix  and  the  miliary  eruption.  They 
differ  from  the  former  in  the  elevation  of  the  epi- 
dermis, and  in  the  fize  and  variety  of  the  appear- 
ances which  the  fpots  put  on  ; from  the  latter, 
becaufe  they  appear  on  the  face,  and  (hew  no  con- 
fpicuous  fluid  in  the  puftules,  while  the  miliary 
I eruption  fcarce  ever  affects  the  face,  and  contains 
i a fenfible  fluid,  which  is  fometimes  even  con- 
it  verted  into  actual  pus. 

* HofFm.  De  fibr.  i.  cap.  vlii.  § ii. 

!;  f Morton,  1.  c. 


THE  PROGNOSIS. 

122.  The  benign  and  regular  meafles  in  child- 
i'  hood  and  youth  are  generally  free  of  danger,  and 
I terminate  fuccefsfully,  unlefs  they  are  improperly 
i treated.  In  adults,  however,  the  complaint  is 
j fomewhat  more  fevere,  and  occafionally  dan- 
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gerous.  Such  perfons  as  have  laboured  under 
chronic  illnefles  before  being  attacked  with  meafles, 
are  more  feverely  affetffed,  and  run  greater  rifk  *, 
Meafles  appearing  at  the  proper  and  regular  time, 
and  attended  with  a prominent  eruption,  aiford  a 
favourable  prognofis.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
premature  eruption  of  them,  or  its  being  too 
long  retarded,  give  rcafon  for  fufpicion.  On  the 
eruption  appearing,  if  the  patient  is  relieved,  has 
his  ftrength,  and  becomes  more  chearful ; if  the 
fpots  are  of  a paleifli  red  ; if  the  fkin  be  uniform- 
ly hot  and  fomewhat  tenfe ; we  may  draw  a fa- 
vourable conclufion  ■j',  and  verfu.  The 

eruption  being  protracted  beyond  four  days,  is  a 
a bad  fign.  But  if  its  colour  verges  on  black, 
and  the  Ikin  at  the  fame  time  feems  to  grow  flac- 
cid, it  denotes  the  approach  of  gangrene  and  death. 
Such  as  have  indulged  in  heating  medicines,  and 
particularly  adults,  are  mbre  liable  to  this  ter- 
mination. The  hidden  ftriking  in  of  the  pu- 
ftules,  from  expofure  to  the  cold  air,  ought  always 
to  excite  apprehenfion,  on  account  of  a metaftafis 
taking  place.  For  it  has  fometimes  occafioned 
death  J ; a diarrhoea,  however,  coming  on,  fome- 
times 'prevents  its  pernicious  cpnfequences  ||.  If 
the  puftules  at  the  proper  time,  that  is,  on  the 
third  or  fourth  day  after  the  eruption,  begin  to 
become  pale,  refolved,  and  dry,  and  at  the  fame 
time  the  fever  is  mitigated,  and  the  refpiration  and 
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expedloratlon  become  freer,  it  is  a proof  that  the 
clifcafe  will  be  fuccefsfully  refolved.  A conftant 
cough,  together  with  loofenefs  and  reftleffnefs,  is 
unfavourable  §.  For  it  may  induce  inflamma- 
tion of  the  lungs,  efpecially  when  the  eruption 
has  been  accelerated  by  a warm  regimen,  and 
at  laft  terminate  in  confumption  ExceflTive 

hemorrhages  are  attended  with  much  danger 
Likewife  copious  and  conftant  fweating  in  adults 
is  unfavourable  ; for  on  the  flighteft  occafion  the 
meaflcs  are  forced  in  fj*.  Thofe  who  die  of 
ithe  complaint,  efpecially  children,  are  cut  off, 
after  the  difappearance  of  the  eruption,  on  the 
ithe  ninth  day  commonly,  being  oppreffed  with 
infarction  of  the  bronchia  and  lungs  ; or  they 
are  fiiddenly  fuffocated,  efpecially  fuch  as  have 
• employed  a heating  regimen  Ijjj,  with  peripneu- 
mony.  The  diarrhoea,  which  comes  on  after 
'the  drying  of  the  ineafles  and  the  difappearance 
of  the  other  fymptoms,  if  it  continues  to  be 
} protracted  for  feveral  weeks,  exhaufts  the  ftrength 
i §§,  inducing  confumption,  and  laftly  death  In 
! ■ other  patients,  after  the  laft  ftage  of  meafles,  a flow 
r fever  fprings  up,  accompanied  with  a fatal  fwell- 
i ing  of  the  abdomen.  In  fuch  perfons,  thehnefen- 
f teric  glands,  after  death,  are  found  obftruCted  and 
;!  enlarged,  and  the  lungs  full  of  tubercles  ***.  In 
I fomc  patients,  a flight  cough  remains,  together 
VoL.  II.  Gg 
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with  hoarfcncfs,  and  is  apt  to  terminate  in 
phthifis  tf't'. 

* lIofTman,  1.  c.  Enarrat.  tnorb.  obf.  i.  f Stbrck,  1.  c. 

J Ilo/l'man,  1.  c.  Ohferv.  obf.  6.  H Id-  ib.  obf.  2. 

§ Id.  1.  c.  feci.  i.  c.  viii.  § v.  If  Lieutaud.  Free,  de  Med. 
1.  ii.  fe£l.  iv.  p.  604.  **  Hoffman.  1.  c.  in  cautel.  § vi. 

ff  Id.  ib  Id.  ib.  ||!|  Sydenham,  1.  c.  _ §§  Id.  ib. 

11^  HofFman,  1.  c.  § vi.  *'**  Id.  ib.  fff  Id.  ib.  § v. 

1 2 Having  given  as  faithful  a hiftory  of 
meafles  as  I could,  it  now  remains  to  inveftigate 
the  nature  of  the  morbillous  poifon 
"ioir„r;^S"d  (U3-),  in  orOer  the  more  certainly 
c[iS"y'‘"7ts'  edablilh  a proper  plan  of  cure, 
cffefls.  ^nd  indeed  it  at  once  appears  polTefs- 

ed  of  a peculiar  and  warm  acrimony,  as  it  is  called, 
on  account  of  Its  producing  violent  Irritation  and 
inflammation  in  whatever  parts  it  attacks,  and  con- 
ftantly  exciting  them  to  more  copious  fecretion 
and  excretion,  according  to  their  particular  or- 
ganic ftrudlure.  Hence  proceed  the  rednefs, 
heat,  impatience  of  light,  and  watering  of  the 
eyes ; the  coryza,  fneefing,  and  catarrh  in  the 
nofe  ; the  thirft,  heat,  fwelling,  and  diffi- 
cult deglutition  in  the  fauces ; the  dry,  conftant 
cough,  hoarfenefs,  quick  and  difficult  refpiratlon, 
and  ftraitening  of  the  cheft,  in  the  larynx  and 
lungs  ] the  loathing  of  food,  naulea,  vomiting, 
fenfe  of  weight  and  anxiety,  in  the  ftomach  ; the 
diarrhoea,  gripes,  &c.  in  the  intel- 
whv  it  «fieas  whether  thofe  parts  are 

certain  parts. 

affedled  in  particular,  becaufe  the 
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virus  is  inhaled  by  the  mouth  and  nofe,  as 
tome  think  or  whether  it  rather 

r 1 1 r ^ r Two  opinions  that 

lettles  in  theie  parts  on  account  ot  prevail. 

•the  affinity  and  fympathy  between 
it  and  the  lymphatic  and  mucous  fluids,  I leave 
every  one  to  judge  for  himfelf.  Thofe  who  ad- 
here to  the  firft  opinion,  principally  allege  in  fup- 
port  of  it,  that  perfons  inoculated  for  the  difeafe 
hav’^c  generally  been  free  of  the  cough,  or  at  Icaft 
that  it  has  been  much  milder  than  ufual  in 
them.  Thofe  who  adopt  the  other,  obferve  that 
moft  other  poifonous  miafmata  are  alfo  received 
by  the  mouth  and  nofe,  without  thofe  parts  being 
remarkably  affed:ed.  Be  this  as  it 
may,  it  Is  beyond  all  doubt,  that  mixed  with 

« • • tlic  blood* 

tiiat  vu'iis  IS  mixed  with  the  blood, 
and  excites  a very  violent  fever  : until  being  gra- 
dually difengaged,  it  is  carried  to  the  furface  of 
the  flcin,  and  depofited  here  and  there  under  the 
epidermis, from  wdience  it  Is  at  length  diflipated  by 
a defcpiamation  taking  place,  and  by 
the  fweat  and  infcnfible  perfpiration. 

Hence  another  property  of  this 
virus  is  manifefted,  namely,  its  very  fubtllc  and 
volatile  nature.  And  that  it  really 
poffeffes  this  dirpofition  appears 
moreover,  i.  Bccaufe  the  puflules, 
which  it  occafions,  although  they  be  red  and  par- 
take of  a certain  degree  of  inflammation,  never 

G g 2 
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terminate  In  fuppuration  ; 2.  Becaufe  a metaftafis 
and  ftriking  in  of  them  is  liable  to  take  place ; 
3.  Becaufe  the  blood  becomes  fo  fine  and  thin, 
that  not  only  during  the  firft  ftage  of  the  com- 
plaint, but  even  during  the  fecond  and  third,  fre- 
quent and  copious  hemorrhages  occur,  and 
fometimes  cannot  be  checked. 

* Rofen,  I.  c.  p.  262. 


THE 

CURE  OF  THE  BENIGN  IVIEASLES. 

124.  Experience  has  very  often  fhewn,  that  I 
the  benign  and  regular  meafles  are  generally  | 
brought  to  a favourable  ilfue  ^ 

Nature  alone  , r ^ IS 

often  fufficient  merely  by  the  power  01  nature ; 
tocffedl  acurc.  they  are  fometimes  fo  ^ 

mild  and  eafy,  as  fcarcely  to  confine  the  patient  ^ 
to  bed.  On  the  whole,  therefore,  if  the  difeafe 

appears  benign  and  regular,  if  the  a 

^tll'ey  'a"rt  ^?o  fever  is  not  violent,  if  there  is  not  | 
^e^^icft  to  na-  confiridlion  at  the  cheft,  if  y 

the  patient  appears  otherwife  heal-  '3 
thy,  and  not  affedted  with  any  former  taint,  the  , 
bufinefs  may  be  intirely  intrufted  to  nature,  only  1 
it  is  proper  to  preferibe  a temperate  regimen  ^ 

with  refpedt  to  diet,  neither  too  warm  nor  too  ^ 
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■r  told,  as  both  extremes  are  hurtful.  The  diet 
ought  to  be  extremely  light,  as  the  loathing  of 
i food  points  out.  For  it  is  fometimes  fo  great, 

I that  the  patients  are  forced  to  abftain  intirely 
from  food  for  feveral  days.  On  the  whole,  the 
drink  may  confift  of  barley-water,  or  that  of  rice, 
or  water-gruel,  which  is  diluent,  demulcent,  cool- 
ing, and  nightly  nutritious.  With  the  fame  view 
are  employed,  whey,  the  expreifed  juice  of  bar- 
ley, emulfions  of  fweet  almonds,  acidulous,  fwcet 
fruits,  as  prunes,  cherries,  pears,  apples,  and  the 
like.  During  the  firft  days  of  the  complaint,  the 
patients  may  occafionally  leave  their  bed,  that 
they  may  not  become  too  warm,  but  they  ought 
to  beware  of  the  cold  air,  and  remain  at  reft, 
twice  or  thrice  a-day  drinking  an  infufion  of 
alder-flowers,  or  tiel-flowers,  or  wild  poppy,  to 
I aflTift  the  efforts  of  nature.  But  when  the  erup- 
i tion  firft  appears,  they  ought  to  betake  themfelves 
I to  bed,  and  remain  at  reft  in  a gentle  and  uni- 
I form  heat.  For  as  the  morbillous  matter  is  more 
i inconftant  and  fleeting  than  the  variolous,  there 
i is  more  occafion  for  employing  caution  in  meafles 
; than  in  fmall-pox,  to  prevent  the  matter  from 
: ftriking  in.  Hence  we  muft  remove  all  thofe 
I caufes  which  are  apt  to  agitate  either  the  mind  or 
body.  None  but  the  neceffary  attendants  ought 
I to  remain  near  the  patient.  The  rays  of  the  fun 
Ihould  be  excluded,  by  darkening  the  windows, 
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that  the  eyes  may  not  be  dazzled  with  the  glare 
of  light.  With  the  fame  view,  as  well  as  to  pre- 
vent the  air  from  becoming  vitiated  with  noxious 
vapours  and  fmoke,  at  night  the  chamber  {hould 
be  lighted  with  a fmall  candle  only.  On  the  e- 
iTiption  having  begun,  and  after  it  is  perfefted,  the 
patients  ought  to  confine  themfelves,  two,  three, 
or  four  days  to  bed,  that  the  morbid  fomes  may 
be  more  eafily  diffipated  through  the  pores  of  the 
fkin  : but  the  chamber  ought  not  to  be  hotter 
than  ufual,  nor  ought  the  patient  to  be  covered 
with  a greater  number  of  bed-cloaths.  When 
the  puftules  difappear,  and  the  defquamation 
commences,  while  at  the  fame  time  the  other 
fymptoms  are  removed,  if  a fpontaneous  loofe- 
nefs  is  not  prefent,  the  belly  ought  to  be  purged 
once  or  twice  with  a gentle  cathartic  of  manna 
and  tamarinds,  or  the  like  ; and  the  convalef- 
cents  mull  gradually  have  recourfe  to  their  ulual 
regimen.  After  the  defquamation  is  finifhed, 
the  patients  may  again  be  allowed  to  get  up  in 
the  day-time,  provided  they  carefully  avoid  the 
cold  air.  For,  if  the  cutaneous  perfpiration  is 
fuppreffed,  either  a dangerous  aflhma,  or  a very 
obllinate  cough,  or  a colliquative  diarrhoea,  or  a 
Icucophlegmatia  are  the  conlequence.  During 
the  whole  courle  of  the.  difeafe,  if  the  belly  is 
bound,  which  often  happens  in  the  miklell 
pieafles,  it  may  be  occalionally  relaxed,  without 
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injury^  by  employing  injections  £\lonCj  if  it  be 
iiecefl'ai^. 

* Storck,  1.  c.  p.  307. 

1 2 5.  But  all  Cafes  of  mcafles,  although  of  the 
benign  kind,  are  not  ot  one  and  the  ianie  dilpo- 
lition,  efpecially  in  young  people, 
or  adults,  in  whom  Bcqucntly  a 
combination  ot  caules,  or  greater 
force  of  the  poifon,  or  a particular  habit  of  body 
and  condition  of  the  fluids,  or  difference  of  age 
and  manner  of  life,  occafion  not  only  greater  vio- 
lence of  the  difeafe,  but  make  it  exhibit  certain 
fevere  fymptoms  in  each  ftage,  which  are  neither 
obviated  hifficiently  by  nature  nor  regimen  alone, 
but  require  the  employment  of  other  aids.  As  in 
the  firft  ftage,  therefore,  the  fever  is  fometimes 
vprv  violent,  attended  with  a hard 

viuiciii.,  a*-  V.  ^ When  there  IS, oc- 

and  ftrong  pulfe,  great  oppreflion  cafion  for  biecd- 
at  the  cheft,  troublefome  cough, 
and  other  fymptoms  equally  fevere,  as  a comatofc 
affection,  pain  of  the  throat,  inflammation  of  the 
eyes ; in  that  cafe  blood  ought  to  be  let  once,  in 
a quantity  proportioned  to  the  patient  s ftrength, 
and  even  repeated,  if  the  firft  bleeding  has  not 
I fufficiently  broken  the  force  of  the  difeafe  *. 

i There  is  feldom  occalion  for  a third  bleeding, 

i as  Lieutaud  | informs  us,  by  whom  numerous 
bleedings  in  this  ftage  are  condemned'  as  ufelefs, 
; G g 4 
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or  even  hurtful.  But  in  adults,  although  the 
other  fymptoms  mentioned  be  wanting,  if  fymp- 
toms  of  plethora  be  prefent,  Hoffman  advifes  it 
to  be  let  during  the  firft  days  of  the  complaint ; 
for,  in  confcquence  of  dlminifhing  the  fulnefs  of 
the  veffels,  he  is  confident,  with  good  reafon, 
that  hemorrhages  are  prevented,  anxiety  and 
reftleffnefs  allayed,  and  the  eruption  facilitated. 
Nor  is  Morton  himfelf  averfe  to  bleeding,  when 
there  is  great  plethora,  or  a violent  hemorrhage, 
or  any  other  fevere  fymptom  prefent ; although 
he  denies  in  general  the  propriety  of  bleeding  in 
this  flage,  before  the  eruption  of  the  meafles. 

* Tiflbt,  Avii.  au  Peupky  P.  i.  § ccxxv.  n,  i.  Stbrck,  T.  x. 
p.  306. 

f Free,  de  med.  1.  2.  p.  604.  605 . 

J L.  c.  Obferv.  clin.  § i. 


126.  But  when  the  indication  for  bleeding  is 
not  fo  evident,  or,  after  blood  has  been  let,  the 


The  remedies 
which  fupply 
the  place  of 
bleeding, 


fymptoms  remain  unchanged,  it  is 
the  bufinefs  of  a judicious  pradi- 
tioner  to  try  correding  and  anti- 


phlogiftic  means,  as  copious  draughts 
of  a ptifan,  with  nitre,  honey,  and  vinegar,  or  of 
whey  flightly  tindured  with  tamarinds,  or  cream 
of  tartar,  before  prematurely  having  recourfe  to 
bleeding,'  or  proceeding  to  a repetition  of  it.  The 
rnilder  and  cooling  injedions  alone  frequently 
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allay  the  exceffive  heat  of  the  blood,  and  the 
quickened  motion  of  the  fever.  Tepid  bathing 
of  the  feet  and  legs  occalions  revulfion  from' the 
head  in  a remarkable  degree,  and  in  this  manner 
relieves  the  headach,  drowfmefs,  eclampfia,  in- 
flammation of  the  eyes  and  throat.  It  alfo  occa- 
fions  univerfal  relaxation  of  the  fkin,  and  pre- 
pares it  for  the  reception  of  the  eruption.  Like- 
wife  the  pain  of  the  throat  and  cough,  and  the 
oppreflTion  at  the  cheft,  are  wonderfully  relieved 
by  inhaling  the  vapour  of  warm  water  *,  in 
addition  to  different  kinds  of  demulcent  and  oily 
lindiufes,  as  well  as  pedtoral  and  anodyne  drinks. 
But,  as  in  every  flage  of  the  difeafe  heating  re- 
medies prove  hurtful,  by  rendering  the  matter 
more  acrid  and  fubtile,  by  increafing  the  heat 
and  anxiety,  and  exhaufting  the  ftrength,  fo  thofc 
which  are  too  cooling,  and  prepared  with  nitre, 
are  confidered  by  Hoffman  as  being  not  a little 
fufpicious  *1* ; becaufe  they  retard  the  eruption, 
and  the  morbillous  acrimony,  by  being  retained 
in  the  fyflem,  threatens  the  vifeera  with  fphace- 
lus  or  gangrene.  The  phyfleian,  therefore,  mull; 
\ be  cautious  in  the  employment  of  refrigerants, 
i that  he  'may  not  exceed  bounds,  and  check  the 
i neceffary  effervefcence,  which  nature  employs  in 
i!  this  ftage  to  force  out  the  morbid  virus. 

* Tiflbt,  I.  c.  t L.  c. 
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127.  The  belly,  alfo,  when  it  is  unufually 
bound,  and  much  more  io  if  the  patient  has  not 
had  a ftool  for  feveral  days,  as  it 
increafes  the  anxiety  and  rehlefs- 
pioimg'  ar™-  nefs,  muft  be  loofened  with  a gentle 
and  emollient  injedion,  or  even  a 
very  mild  cathartic.  But  our  pradice  mud  be 
more  decided,  if  the  meafles  be  combined  with  a 
colluvies  oppreffing  the  primee 
which  requii'cs  being  removed.  We 
being  removed.  inquire,  however,  into  the 

matter,  fo  as  to  become  certain  of  its  j>refence. 

For  the  white  tongue,  naufea,  vo- 


White  tongue,  mitine,  fenfe  of  weight  in  the  epi- 

naulea,  and  vo-  o»  ^ i • u 

miting,  faiiaci-  o-aftriiim,  and  anxiety,  which  are 

oui  IVniptoms.  £5  ^ c 

ctherwife  efteemed  lymptoms  or  ga- 
ftric  colluvies,  in  the  contagious  ftage  of  the  dil- 
eafe,  are  altogether  equivocal  ; as  they  may  be 
eft'eas  of  fomewhat  greater  violence  of  the  tever, 
and  a derangement  of  the  nervous  fyftem  indu- 
ced by  the  morblllous  virus,  uncomiea-cd  with 
any  dyfpeptic  origin.  In  whicli  cafe  every  per- 
fon  muft  perceive,  that  tlie  white  colour  of  the 
tongue  arifes  from  tlie  febrile  heat,  the  naufea, 
vomiting,  anxiety  at  the  praccordia,  and  other 
fymptoms,  merely  from  ipafms  ol  the  llo- 
mach,  duodenum,  and  diaphragm,  winch  is  a 
mark  peculiar  to  all  the  exanthemata,  m wliicli 
moft  of  thefc  fymptoms,  on  the  eruption  at 
length  taking  place,  tliat  is,  on  their  materia 
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caufe  being  forced  to  the  fkin,  iifnally  difappcar. 
lliereforc,  that  we  may  not  improperly  have 
reconrfe  to  emetics,  or  cathartics,  in  that  cafe 
we  mull  carefully  inquire  if  the  mealies  be  com- 
bined with  fymptoms  more  cer- 

. , . ^ r More  fcttain 

tamly  indicating  the  prelcnce  oi  iVmiJtoms  of 
fuch  a culluvies  ; namely,  if  there 
be  prefent  a bitter  talle  of  the 
mouth;  if  the  matter  rejei^fed  by  vomiting  re« 
fembles  acid  phlegm,  or  yellow,  green,  or  black 
bile,  or  ’ other  corrupted  excrenientitioiis  matter  ; 
if  the  preceding  manner  of  living,  or  feafon  of 
the  year,  were  fuch  as  to  favour  the  genera- 
tion of  fordes  in  the  ftoinach  ; if  crudity,  dif- 
pcpfy,  anorexia,  and  bound  belly  have  prece- 
ded ; if  the  breath  be  fetid  ; if  the  face  or 
urine  appear  like  thofe  in  ifterus  ; if  what 
has  been  palled  Ihews  a putrid  difpofiticn  ; if  the 
epigallrium  and  hypochcndres  are  fwelled  ; or 
if  the  inteflincs  are  diftended  with  flatus  and 
boryorygmi,  or  if  tencfmus  be  prefent.  If  from 
thefe  fymptoms  it  is  more  certainly  judged  that 
a colluvies  is  prefent  in  the  prima:  via,  we  muft 
endeavour  to  expel  it  as  quickly  as 
pofTiblc.  The  vomiting,  therefore, 
which  the  ingefta  occafion,  ought  expeikd? 
to  be  gently  promoted  with  warm 
water  fwcetened  with  honey,  or  with  a flight  de- 
codlion  of  carduus  benedidtus,  or  chamomile 
t'lken  off  warm  3 and  if  it  is  not  fufficient,  by  the 


OF  THE  MEASLES. 


476 

addition  of  oil  of  olives  : If  this  does  not  anfwer 
fufliciently,  Ave  may  proceed  to  fome  gentle  erne-  j 
tic  compofcd  of  ipecacuanha  'or  tartar-emetic. 

If  there  is  no  room  for  vomiting,  or  the  colluvies  ^ 

opprefl'cs  the  inteftines  more  than  the  ftomach,  | 

it  is  proper  to  employ  a cathartic  adapted  to  the 
patients  age,  ftrength,  temperament,  and  habit  .v 
of  body.  Hoffman  preferihes  to  be  added  to  the  I 
fyrup  of  fuccory  with  rhubarb  f , half  a grain  \ 
of  tartar-emetic,  to  increafe  in  fome  meafure  the  '1 
efficacy  of  the  medicine.  • | 

* For  a boy  of  two  or  three  years  of  age,  Rofen  employs  j|. 
the  following  formula  • Ipecac,  gran  iij  facchar.  alb.  gr.  vi. 

1,1.  f.  pulv.  divid,  in  tres  partes  sequales.  One  part  of  it  mud 
be  given  in  a fpoonful  of  water,  or  fome  agreeable  fyrup.  If  it  £ 
produces  no  elFe£t  within  a quarter  of  an  hour,  another  may 
be  given,  and  if  in  half  an  hour  no  cfFe£l:  is  produced,  even 
a tliird  may  be  given,  which  to  a certainty  will  occafion  gentle 
vomiting.  Children  vomit  with  more  eafe  and  fafety,  on  ac- 
count of  the  laxity  of  their  fibres,  and  their  moift  habit  of  body. 

Of  the  cathartics,  the  fame  author  prefers  thofe  containing 
rhubarb.  For  a boy  of  three  years  of  age,  he  thinks  one 
fpoonful  of  tinfture  of  rhubarb  fufficient,  or  half  a drachm 
of  rhubarb  Infufed  a night  in  three  glafles  of  common  water, 
and  divided  into  three  draughts. 

-j-  L.  c.  Obferv.  din.  § i. 

12S.  If  infants  and  children  are  feized  with 
eclampfia,  or  convulfions,  beiore  the  eruption, 

imlefs  it  foon  goes  off  of  its  own  ^ 
"°,T.o"brcuS  accord,  we  mutt  inquire  whether  it  ; 

proceeds  from'  exceffive  mobility  of 
the  nerves,  or  from  dentition,  worms,  plethoia, 
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or  a difficult  eruption.  The  exceffive  mobility 
is  allayed  by  the  liqiitr  cornu  cervi  fucc'inatiis ^ 
given  to  the  extent  of  a few  drops,  in  an  infu- 
fion  of  teil-iiowers,  or  the  liquor  anodynus  miner a- 
lis  of  Hoffman,  or  fyrup  of  white  poppy,  added 
to  the  water  diftilled  from  black  cherries  or 
baum.  Thefe  are  alfo  fervdceable  in  dentition, 
efpecially  if  the  inteftines  are  cleanfed  by  a gentle 
injedion.  But  if  worms  are  fufpeded  to  be 
prefent,  they  muff  be  oppofed  by  anthelminthics, 
as  coralline,  worm-feed,  wild  valerian- root,  and 
the  like,  and  expelled  by  evacuants,  as  fyrup 
of  peach-bloffoms,  and  fuccory  with  rhubarb,  and 
fweet  mercury.  If  the  prefence  of  plethora 
be  apprehended,  it  ought  to  be  diminifhed  by 
opening  a vein,  or  by  applying  leeches  to  pro- 
per parts.  But  when  the  eruption  is  lingering, 
nothing  can  be  better  than  exciting  a gentle 
diaphorefis  by  an  infufion  of  alder-flowers,  or 
wild  poppy,  or  a decodion  of  fcorzonera,  mo- 
derately warm,  and  drunk  off  occafionally  ; and 
in  the  mean  time  wrapping  up  the  legs  and  feet 
in  flannel  drenched  in  warm  water,  and  afterwards 
wrung,  that  the  fkin,  being  relaxed  by  the  va- 
pour of  the  water,  may  draw  the  morbillous 
matter  to  the  furface.  And  fometimes  bliffers 

I are  not  improper,  when  the  languid  vital  adion 

! retards  the  eruption 

j 

' * Forften,  De  Caihanridibus,  p.  i66.  Argentorat.  1776. 
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129.  Sucking  children  alfo  are  ofren  liable 
to  fpafms  and  anxiety  from  a colluvies  in  the 
prlma;  vla^  or  from  the  milk  be- 
fSafm!’L"uni'nE  comilig  acjcl.  It  muft  be  im- 
toErn'tobt  mediately  removed  by  means  of 
removed.  cathartics  and  injeflions.  Hoff- 

man preferibes  the  drinking  of  the  fixth  part  of 
a grain  of  tartar-emetic^  in  two  drachms  of  the 
water  of  teil-flowers  to  remove  the  colledtion 
immediately.  Hypochondriacal  men, 
hyUerlcal  'women,  labouring 
chondriac^  hy-  ^nder  meaflcs,  arc  frequently  at- 

Itencal  patients.  ’ t > 

tacked  with  fpafms,  fainting  fits, 
difficulty  of  breathing,  and  a fenfc  of  fuffocation, 
accompanied  w^ith  conftriciion  of  the  throat,  and 
great  anxiety  at  the  praecordia ; by  which  the 
eruption  is  very  much  retarded.  The  phyfician 
muft  beware  of  aferibing  thefe  fymptoms  to  a ga- 
ftric  colluvies  ; as  all  medicines  occafioning  cither 
vomiting  or  purging  would  be  hurtful.  For 
there  is  then  occafion  for  antifpafmodics  and  in- 
jedions,  partly  paregoric,  partly  carminative. 
But  when  the  catamenia  or  haemorrhoidal  d;l- 
charge  have  flopped,  or  arc  about  to  break  out, 
it  is  proper  to  open  a vein  in  the  foot.  For  by 
means  of  them  a favourable  eruption  is  Ihortly 
brought  about  '}*. 

* L.  c.  obf.  4.  f Hoffman,  1.  c.  Caut.  et  ohferv.  cUiuc.  § ili- 
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Wl,;>t  remedies 
ought  to  be  em- 
ployed when  the 
acrid  difchargc 
from  the  noi’e 
falls  upon  the 
fauces. 


1 30.  So  copious  fometimes  is  the  cllfcharge  of 
acrid  humour  falling  upon  tlie  fauces,  that,  when 
it  reaches  the  larynx,  it  not  only 
aggravates  the  cough,  whicli  creates 
conflant  uneafmefs,  but  alfo,  by  ir- 
ritating the  pharynx  and  cefophagus, 
frequently  creates  a dcfire  to  vomit. 

This  inconvenience  is  remarkably  alleviated  by 
mucilage  of  gum-arabic,  or  tragacanth,  the  ex- 
preh'ed  juice  of  rice,  bat  ley,  or  oats,  taken  frequent- 
ly in  fpoonfuls ; gargles  of  milk  and  an  infufion 
of  alder-flowers  and  honey,  which  prove  demul- 
cent and  abftergent.  The  employ- 
ment of  thefe  alfo  affords  remark- 
‘ able  relief  to  the  pain  and  inflam- 
mation of  the  throat,  which  fre- 
quently occurs,  efpecially  when  at  the  fame  time 
emollient  and  anodyne  fomentations  and  cata- 
plafms  are  applied  externally.  On  account  of 
the  cough,  which  is  ufually  very  troublefome, 
not  only  in  this  ftage,  but  in  the 
others  alfo,  acids  of  whatever  kind,  S'S”" 
whether  taken  in  drink,  or  eatables, 
although  they  are  given  liberally  in  other  exan- 
thematic  difeafes,  I am  of  opinion 

. , „ y-  , , . - Canfiors  with  re- 

with  Rolen,  ought  to  be  given  Ipa-  gard  to  ibpori- 
ringly  and  cautioufly  in  this.  In 
like  manner,  with  a view  to  alleviate  the  cough, 
many  propofc  foporifics.  Sydenham,  for  many 


The  remedies  cal- 
culated for  the 
pain  and  inflam- 
mation of  the 
throat. 
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reafons,  eveiy  night,  from  the  commencement  I 
to  the  end  of  tlie  difeafe,  ufed  to  admlnifter  diaf-  j 
cordium.  The  followers  of  Sydenham  afterwards  j 
ufed  to  do  the  fame  thing.  But  hlorton  is  of  ■,  ■ 
opinion,  that  unlefs  there  be  urgent  neceffity  for  ; ; 
it,  we  ought  not  to  have  recourfe  to  fuch  reme-  | ' 
dies.  And  if,  on  account  of  the  cough,  w^atch- 
ing,  and  delirium,  he  fometimes  grants  that  there 
is  occahon  for  foporifics  and  opiates,  he  advifes 
the  fparing  and  cautious  employment  of  them. 
Lieutaud  employs  the  fame  caution ; nay,  he 
abfolutely  forbids  infants  the  ufe  of  them.  Tiflbt 
alfo  makes  many  remarks  on  the  impropriety  of 
their  ufe.  For  they  increafe  the  fever  and  coma- 
tofe  affedtions.  It  is  therefore  the  bufinefs  of  a 
judicious  pradtitioner  to  abftain  from  them  in 
this  ftage,  or,  at  leaf!:,  if  any  thing  feems  to  indi- 
dicate  them,  as  when  an  exceffive  loofenefs  is  to 
be  checked,  he  advifes  the  employing  of  them 
very  fparingly  and  feldom,  and  always  of  the 
mild  eft  kind.  Almoft  the  fame  thing  may  be 
faid  of  blifters.  Flence,  in  the 
^ benign  meafles,  during  the  contagi- 

ous ftage,  they  are  generally  rejedt- 
ed  ; and  if  they  are  ever  to  be  admitted,  it  is  in 
cafe  of  fpafms,  eclampfia,  and  violent  coma  threat- 
ening death.  Sometimes,  alfo,  the  troublefome 
cough  has  been  obferved  to  yield  to  no  other  re- 
medy than  blifters,  by  which  the  acrid  humour, 
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Gbftinately  adhering  to  the  fauces,  larynx,  and 
' lungs,  is  drawn  out  *. 

* Forftcn  De  Cantharid.  p.  167. 

1 3 1.  On  the  firft  ftage  being  finiflied,  and  the 
. eniption  now  approaching,  fomc 

, . , - . r Someobfervations 

things  worthy  01  notice  occaiion-  fecond 

ally  happen,  of  which  I (hall  here  “ 

briefly  make  mention.  And  firft  it  SiP""" 
may  be  obferved,  that  although  the 
patient  remains  quiet,  and  keeps  up  a gentle  dia- 
phorefis,  neverthelefs  the  eruption  is  fometimes 
longer  of  making  its  appearance,  and  goes  on 
flowly.  Our  obje<fl;  is  then,  carefully  to  inquire 
whether  this  proceeds  from  plethora,  or  exceflive 
febrile  motion  ; or,  on  the  other  hand,  from  lan- 
guor of  the  vital  power.  In  the  firft  and  fecond 
cafe,  diminithing  the  plethora,  and  correiSling  the 
febrile  heat,  by  means  of  diluents  and  refrige- 
rants, will  accelerate  the  eruption.  In  the  third 
cafe,  however,  befides  the  copious  ufe  of  gentle 
cordial  and  alexipharmac  drink,  and  the  prudent 
application  of  blifters,  already  propofed  (128.), 
camphor  and  mufk  hold  the  firft  rank.  For  by 
means  of  them  the  vital  powers  are  roufed, 
and  the  fluids  furprifingly  propelled  to  the 
j furface.  The  fuccinated  fpirit  of  hartftiorn,  fpi- 
I ritus  Mindercri,  or  a finall  quantity  of  wine,  like- 
i wife  have  the  fame  tendency.  Some  propofc  a 
Yol.  II.  H h 
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of  an 
eruption. 


a gentle  eractlc,  as  rouling  the  vital  power,  and 
exciting  fweating.  Hut  unlefs  the  colluvies  of 
the  ftoinach  at  the  fame  time  is  to  be  drawn  off, 
it  will  be  better  to  omit  it,  and  to  excite  the  fvf- 
tern  by  means  of  the  milder  and  fafer  remedies, 
which  I lately  pointed  out. 

132.  If  the  efilorefcence,  on  flriklng  out,  ap- 
pears fometimes  red,  fometimes  pale,  or  fliews 
itfclf  only  partially,  and  in  fuccef- 
'doSe  in  or  foiiie  fpots  appear  red, 

Others  appear  pale,  it  muft 
then  be  affifted  with  cordials  and 
alexipharmacs.  Camphor,  in  particular,  is  faid 
to  be  very  efficacious  in  this  refpedt.  With  the 
fame  view  alfo,  we  have  recourfe  to  the  cautious 
application  of  blifters  ; although  that  remedy  may 
feem  better  adapted  to  the  malignant  fpecies,  and 
to  thofe  cafes  in  which  there  is  great  languor 
in  the  vital  powers.  But  if  the 
eruption  iuddenly  dilappears,  and 
eruption  itrik.es  reafoii  to  apprehend  that 

the  matter  may  occafion  a fatal  me- 
taftafis  to  fomc  internal  part,  it  mufh  be  called 
out  by  means  of  the  remedies  which  1 have  al- 
ready recommended  in  the  cafe  of  a lingering  and 
imperfedl  eruption  ; particularly  copious  draughts 
of  an  infufion  of  alder-flowers,  camphor,  mufk, 
dry  cupping-glaffes,  fridiions,  and,  if  the  head 
is  threatened,  by  means  of  epifpaftics  immediately 
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applied  to  the  legs  or  neck.  Nay,  fome  advife 
iinmerfing  the  patient  in  the  tepid  bath.  But  to 
prevent  it,  the  patient  muft  be  made  cautioufly  to 
avoid  cold  ; and  care  muft  be  taken  to  prevent 
his  being  affedled  with  grief,  fear,  or  other  fud- 
den  emotions  of  the  mind. 

133.  If  at  this  period  of  the  difeafe  great  reft- 
lefliiefs,  or  watching,  be  prefent, 
the  patients  muft  be  corapofed  to  ''to '^employ '^opi- 
reft,  particularly  in  the  evening,  fopon- 

with  fyrup  of  diafeordium,  that  a 
more  complete  and  pferfetft:  eruption  may  take 
place.  Nor  does  Morton,  who  in  the  firft  ftage 
of  the  complaint  reprobates  foporifics  and  opiates, 
difapprovc  of  them  , much  at  this  ftage,  provided 
the  refpiration  be  free,  and  no  apprehenfion  of  fuf- 
tocation  occur.  Nav,  when  there  is  excefltve  loofe- 
nefs,  he  does  not  hefitate  to  employ  paregorics.  He 
then  prefers  the  laudanum  of  V.HeImont,of  which 
he  preferibes  three,  four,  fix,  ten,  or  twelve  drops, 
according  to  the  patient’s  age,  until  the  loofenefs 
begin  to  be  diminiftied.  Moft  au- 
thors, along  Avith  Morton,  agree  ““hVdur?haa!* 
that  this  evacuation  ought  to  be 
moderated,  but  not  ftopped.  With  which  view 
they  employ  alfo  the  white  decodfion,  tinc- 
ture of  rofes,  milk  more  or  lefs  diluted  with  wa- 
ter, and  the  like.  But  Hoffman,  as  in  this  way 
he  generally  found  the  morbid  matter  to  be  ad* 
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vantageoufiy  corredted,  rejedts  all  aflnngents,  and 
is  of  opinion  that  the  inteftincs  ought  to  be  occa- 
fionally  cleanfed  with  demulcent  clyfters  only  *. 
There  'are,  befides,  certain  other  fyraptoms, 
which,  becaufe  in  thi  ftage  they  either  increafe, 
or  continue  to  be  extremely  troublefome,  require 
feme  relief ; fuch  are  the  cough,  the  rednefs  and 
watering  oF  the  eyCvS,  and  frequent  fneezing.  I 
have  already  (hewn  (126.  and  130.)  how  to  al- 
leviate the  cough.  In  general,  fweet 
TS:  tWngs,  as  fyrup  of  marlh-mallows 

'"lolets,  wild  poppy, 
liquorice-juice,  troches  of  marlh- 
mallow  root,  fugar-candy,,  and  preparations  of 
thefe,  with  the  oil  of  fweet  almonds,  are  celebra- 
ted as  lindufes.  But  it  is  proper  to  obferve  mo- 
deration in  their  employment,  that  they  may  not 
occafion  loofenefs,  or  increafe  it  when  already 
prefent.  The  rednefs  and  heat  of  the  eyes  are 
relieved  by  lotions  of  rofe-water  and  plan- 
tain, either  alone,  or  with  the  addition  of  milk, 
to  which  alfo  is  fometimes  added  fome  of  the 
white  troches  of  Rhafes.  The  Ineezing  is  either 
removed,  or  at  leaft  diminifhed,  by  tepid  milk 
injeded,  or  drawn,  into  the  noftrils. 

♦ L.  c.  obferv  3. 

134.  Laftly,  in  the  third  ftage,  or  that  of  the 
drying  or  defquamation  of  the  puftules,  our 
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judgment  of  the  difeafe  is  detennined.  In  it, 
therefore,  we  may  e^cpecSt  either  a 

^ Concerning  the 

return  of  health,  or  death,  or  that  changes  of  the 

the  mealies  will  pafs  into  fome  ^ ^ 

other  complaint.  The  health  is  reftored  by  a 

gentle  diaphorefis,  or  by  a critical 

^ . A diaphorefis,  and 

fweat.  The  approach  of  fuch  a cri-  fwcat,  when  ler- 

. , . ....  , , , viccable. 

tical  excretion  is  mdicated  by  the 
pulfe  becoming  more  moderate,  and  the  Ikin 
fofter  and  moifter.  When  thefe 
fymptoms  appear,  it  is  fufficient  to  ^b^pJornoted.*** 
aflift  nature  by  giving  copious  drink. 

But  if  a diaphorefis,  or  fweat,  does  not  come  on 
fpontaneoufly,  or  is  flow  of  appearing,  while 
there  are  no  fymptdms  of  a loofenefs  being  about 
to  take  place,  as  tenfion  and  alleviation  of  the 
hypochondres,  and  borborygmi  in  the  belly,  a 
diaphorefls  ought  to  be  excited  by  means  of  dia- 
phoretic and  warm  drink,  camphor,  and  other 
gentle  means  ; and  it  ought  to  be  kept  up  until 
the  fever  intirely  ceafe.  On  the  other  hand,  if 
the  epigaftrium  be  fwelled,  the  hypochondres 
tenfe,  the  Ikin  dry,  and  if  there  be  tormina  and 
borborygmi  in  the  bowels ; we  learn  that  the  fo- 
lution  of  the  difeafe  will  take  place,  not  by  fweat, 
but  by  loofenefs.  But  it  occafionally  happens, 
that  this  loofenefs  fupervenes  fo  precipitately, 
that  the  belly  is  relaxed  ten  or  twelve  times  in  a 
very  {hort  time.  We  mtift  then  beware  of 
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the  things  which  are  found  to  check  the  ftools,  as  \ 
they  are  generally  critical  and  falutary; 

Cautions  concern-  T-rr  • rv  i r 

ing  it.  We  may  conjecture  that  they  are  10 
from  the  ftrength  remaining,  from 
the  patient’s  fpirits  being  railed,  the  cough  being 
mitigated,  from  the  fliining  of  the  eyes  returning, 
and  from  the  fwelling  of  the  epigaftrium  and 
hypochondres  fubfiding.  , Sometimes  the  diar- 
rhoea is  accompanied  with  troublefome  pains  in 

the  bowels.  If  thefe  arc  not  allayed  r • 
’riiVifth'toZu  by  the  application  of  warm  fomen-  i j 
tations,  they  may  be  mitigated  by  i j 
means  of  an  injedion,  or  by  the-  f ' 
riac  applied  to  the  belly,  or  by  giving  an  infu-  % 
fion  of  rhubarb,  or  whey  with  tamarinds  added  | ; 

to  it ; or,  which  is  fafer,  with  a fpoonful  of  oil  i j 

of  fweet  almonds  taken  off  occafionally,  to 

free  the  inteftines  from  the  noxious  matter  tj 

remaining  in  them.  But  if  the 
loofenefs  continues  too  long,  and  jp 
exhaufts  the  ftrength,  like  a colli-  J i 
quative  one,  it  ought  then  to  be  checked  with  |- 
the  diafcordium  Fracaftorii,  laudanum,  theriac, 
the  white  decodion,  cafcarilla,  Peruvian  bark,  al- 
kaline  powders,  &c  *.  ' f ' 

* Rofen.  1.  c.  Lieutaucl,  l.c.  HofFman,  1.  c.  §v  incaut.  t 

> ; 

\ S ■; 

13^.  I have  already  obferved  (119*  122.), 

that  patients  run  the  moft  imminent  rifk,  nay, 

•J-' 
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about  the  ninth  day,  are  fuddenly  fufFocated,  as 
it  were,  in  confequcnce  of  the  fever  . ' 

^ ^ Cure  of  perip- 

returning,  after  the  difappearance  ncumony  fuper- 

r 1 • • 1 r . C vcning  at  the 

or  the  eruption,  with  lymptoras  or  end  of  the  third 
peripneumony,  or  pleurify.  When 
this  happens,  it  is  proper  immediately  to  let  blood 
from  the  arm,  even  in  the  youngeft  children, 
which  Sydenham  * affirms  is  always  done  with, 
the  moft  beneficial  effedts ; to  bliller  the  back 
between  the  fhoulder-blades,  and  the  fide,  where 
the  pain  is  felt,  with  cantharides ; to  give  for 
drink  abundance  of  water,  with  the  addition 
of  nitre,  and  to  adminifter  fome  camphor  inter- 
nally. We  need  not  repeat  the  bleeding  when 
the  refpiration  and  expedloration  are  at  length 
rendered  freer.  Then,  laying  afide  the  camphor, 
it  is  proper  to  employ  a decodtion  of  barley, 
with  honey,  or  whey,  twice  a-day  throwing 
in  an  emollient  injedlion,  to  keep  the  belly  open. 
Sometimes,  however,  neither  the 

When  the  bleed- 
, ing  ought  to  be 

, rv.  I luid  ciiide. 

nor  the  oppreilion  at-  the  chelt,  are 
fo  urgent  as  to  require  bleeding.  In  that  cafe, 
Tiffot  is  of  opinion  f , that  it  ought  to  be  omitted. 
In  corpulent  people,  whofe  fibres  are  relaxed, 
and  whofe  fyflem  abounds  with  lymphatic  hu- 
mours, the  fame  author  advifes  the  application  of 
blifters  to  the  legs,  and  the  internal  adminiftra 
tion  of  oxymel  of  fquills.  If  thefe  are  negledteJ, 
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the  patients  either  die  of  fuffocatlon,  or,  in  con- 
fequence  of  the  lungs  fuppurating,  fall  into  con- 
fumption.  But  fuch  is  the  utility  of  bleeding, 
according  to  Sydenham,  that  by  means  of  it  even 
the  diarrhoea,  which  fupervenes  in  mealies,  is 
, cured.  For  we  thus  remove  from 

The  diarrhcea 

aifo  yields  to  the  inteftines  the  morbillous  matter, 

bleeding.  i • i i • 

which,  being  carried  thither,  by  its 
acrimony  excites  the  loofenefs.  Laftly,  in  what 
manner  we  muft  remove  the  other  fymptoras, 
or  how  we  muft  prevent  the  fecondary  difeafes 
which  fucceed  to  mealies,  or  remove  them  when, 
prefent,  I ftiall  Ihew  hereafter,  in  an  exprefs 
chapter,  after  treating  of  the  malignant  fpecies : 
fince  fuch  fucceftions  more  frequently  happen 
in  it.  I lhall  now  only  add,  that 
I^oft  of  thefe  complaints  are  pre- 

be  prevent- 

be  blunted  at  firft  by  the  anti- 
phlogiftic  regimen  J and  diluents,  and  if  the  eva- 
cuations, which  nature  attempts,  are  gently  pro- 
moted II  ; and,  laftly,  if,  on  the  fever  dlfappcar- 
ing,  and  the  mealies  drying,  the  belly  is  purged 
with  fome  gentle  medicine,  repeating  it  twice  or 
thrice  after  an  interval  of  fome  days,  in  order  to 
gradually  remove  any  remains  of  the  morbid 
fomes  ftill  left  in  the  fyftem. 

* L.  c.  Morton,  1.  c.  Rofen,  1.  c.  f L.  c.  § 226. 
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X The  Cmple  and  antlphlogiftic  method  of  cure  employed 
by  Sy  .enham,  is  defended  by  Dic'kfon  ag;;infl  Morton  and 
Meade.  Sec  comm,  de  reb.  in  tned.  et  fcient.  nai.  gejl.  vol.  xviii. 
P.  3.  p.  40 r.  I muft  not  omit  mentioning  the  plan  of  cure 
which  Gontard  adopted  in  a particular  qiidemy.  See  Journal 
de  Midtc.  T.  viii.  p.  338.  He  confiders  mcafles  as  an  eryfi- 
pclatous  inflammation  affcifting  the  internal  and  external  parts- 
Ilencc  his  plan  is  dire^ied  to  refolving  it  by  bleeding,  emetics, 
and  demulcents.  In  this  way  he  mentions  having  cured  the  com- 
plaint, when  it  prevailed  epidemically  in  the  year  1756  j and, 
in  confirmation  of  the  fa£i,  adduces  hiftories  of  the  cafes 
treated  by  him.  I find  his  method  explained  and  recommended 
by  Sauvages.  But,  with  deference  to  his  authority,  I cannot 
help  obferving,  that  he  appears  to  me  to  employ  both  bleeding, 
vomiting,  and  purging  too  much  in  this  difeafe,  which  gene- 
rally requires  proper  regimen  only  j and,  if  ever  there  be  occa- 
fion  for  any  remedy,  it  is  not  proper  to  have  recourfe  to  bleed- 
ing, vomiting,  or  purging,  without  deliberation,  but  to  more 
generous  means.  U Tiflbt,  1.  c.  J 224. 

THE  MALIGNANT  MEASLES. 

136.  There  are  many  fymptoms  in  common 
to  this  and  the  benign  fpecies  of  the 
complaint,  on  which  account  they  ’^ySplom'  Z"'- 
are  generally  deferibed  together  ; for  m'ean«'^ 

the  malignant  fpecies  alfo  is  gene- 
rally epidemic,  feldom  fporadic.  It  for  the  mofl: 
part,  like  the  benign  kind,  commences  in  Ja- 
nuary and  February,  and  continues  rife  till  the  ver- 
nal equinox ; after  which  it  decreafes  fucceffively, 
until,  about  the  fummer-foHVicc,  or  a little  later, 
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it  dlfappears  Intirely.  The  malignant  mealies  are 
deferibed  by  Sydenham  as  having  prevailed  epi- 
demically in  London  in  the  year  1674*.  They 
originate  at  one  time  from  a preceding  unhealthy 
ftatc  of  air  ; at  another  time  from  other  accidental 
caitfes,  cfpecially  a warm  regimen,  or  neglecting 
the  proper  plan  of  cure  *f,  and  follow  the  fame 
courfe  as  the  benign  meafles,  being  divided  into 
three  different  ftages,  not  diffimilar  in  moft  of  the 
fymptoms.  Neverthelefs  there  are  certain  fymp- 
toms  peculiar  to  the  malignant  meafles,  by  which 
they  are"  diftinguifhed  from  the  benign. 

* Oper.  feet.  V.  c.  iii.  f Hoffman,  l.c  c.viii.  $ v. 

137.  In  the  firft  place,  in  the  malignant  fpe- 
clcs  the  eruption  appears  cither  much  fooner,  or 
much  later, — which  is  more  fre- 
quentlv  the  cafe, — than  in  the  be- 
Hgnant  ipeacs.  . namely,  before  the  third 

or  fourth  day,  or  after  the  fifth,  fixth,  or  feventh, 
nay,  fometimes  after  the  eighth  day.  When 
the  eruption,  therefore,  happens  later,  it  is  in 
confec]uence  of  the  vital  power  from  the  begin- 
ning being  fo  weak,  as  to  require  a longer  time 
for  fccreting  and  expelling  the  morbillous  poifon. 
Hence,  in  the  lirll  ftage,  when  it  is  longer,  the 
fymptoms  are  generally  not  ver)'  ievere,  nor  do 
they  fo  quickly  come  to  a height,  as  in  the  be- 
nign kind.  But,  contrary  to  what  happens  m 
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the  benign  kind,  after  the  eruption,  the  ftrength 
being  gradually  roufed,  they  all  inci'eafe  in  vio- 
lence ; for,  in  the  benign  kind,  feveral  of  the 
fymptoms  are  rather  allayed  by  the  eruption. 
When  the  hrft  llage,  however,  is  fliorter,  and 
the  eruption  takes  place  fooner  than  ufual,  the 
difeafe  generally  begins  with  the  very  worfc 
lymptoms.  The  puftules,  moreover,  appear  iirft, 
not  on  the  face,  but  about  the  llioulders  and 
breaft,  next  on  the  reft  of  the  body,  or  at  leaft 
not  generally,  but  in  fuccefiion.  Hence,  as  the 
Iirft  ftage  is  generally  longer  than  in  the  benign 
kind,  the  other  is  fo  likewife  ; not  unfrequently 
it  is  prolonged,  with  doubtful  iflue,  to  the  feven- 
teenth,  and  even  to  the  twentieth  day  Nor  is 
the  colour  of  the  puftules  uniform  ; for  it  is  at 
one  time  bright,  at  another  pale  or  livid,  or  from 
being  red  it  becomes  black,  and  the  Ikin  flaccid 
In  the  mean  time,  on  the  eruption  taking  place, 
all  the  fymptoms  arp  generally  aggravated.  The 
fever  is  increafed,  and  is  accompanied  with  a 
ftrong,  hard  pulfe,  frequent  dry  cough,  w^hich  is 
almoft  conftantly  prefent,  greater  difficulty  of 
breathing,  panting,  anxiety,  oppreflion  of  the 
cheft,  a lancinating  pain  in  the  fide,  and  fomc- 
times  convulfive  motions.  The  Ikin  being  veili- 
cated  by  the  morbilloiis  virus,  is  fuflufed  with  red- 
nefs,  and  there  is  a flight  degree  of  moifture  on 
^t.  The  urine  is  of  a deep  colour.  The  throat 
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is  painful  and  fwelled  ; and  there  is  greater  irri- 
tation in  the  eyes.  Hence  arife  ophthalmia,  an- 
gina, peripneumonia,  pleurify,  and  other  inflam- 
matory complaints  Laftly,  according  to  Sy- 
denham |j,  the  malignant  meafles  very  feldom 
terminate  in  defquamation,  the  reverfe  of  which 
is  invariably  the  cafe  in  the  benign  kind.  Some- 
times a new  eruption  fucceeds  to  the  preceding 
one,  or  the  miliary  eruption,  or  petechise,  fu- 
pervene  Moreover,  on  their  drying  and  dif- 
appearing,  much  more  frequently,  and  without 
any  evident  caufe,  the  fever,  cough,  and  diffi- 
culty of  breathing,  return,  accompanied  with 
more  intenfe  third  and  heat ; and  fatal  peripiieu- 
monies,  or  other  acute  dileafes,  are  induced, 
which,  if  they  do  not  quickly  occafion  death, 
are  apt  to  pafs  into  lingering  complaints. 

* Morton,  1.  c.  t Storck,  T.  1.  p.  314.  % Morton,  1.  c. 

Storck,  1.  c.  (1  Oper.  fca.  v.  c.  3.  § Hoffman,  1.  c. 

enarrat.  morb.  obferv.  i . et  1.  c.  c.  viii.  $ v. 

138.  From  thefe  fymptoms  the  diagnofis  be- 
tween benign  and  malignant  meafles  appears  evi- 
dent. On  the  whole,  however,  it 
mi'ft  be  recolleaed,  that  all  the 
fymptoms  accompanying  the  benign 
meafles  are  much  more  fevere  and  obftinate  in 
the  malignant.  The  prefence  of  the  latter,  al- 
fo,  is  more  certainly  pointed  out  by  extreme 
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debility  occurring  at  the  commencement  of 
the  difeafe ; by  yawning  and  frequent  ftretch- 
ing  ; by  very  great  reftlefihcfs  ; fometimes  cold- 
uefs  of  the  extremities ; headach,  and  pains  in 
the  loins ; vertigo  ; quick,  irregular,  and  fmali 
pulfe  ; thin,  pale  urine  ; in  the  firft  ftage  : in  the 
fecond  ftage,  by  a great  and  ftronger  pulfe  ; by 
turbid  and  deeper-coloured  urine ; more  trouble- 
fome  naufea  and  vomiting  ; painful  deglutition  ; 
frequent  and  fmall,  or  irregular  refpiration  ; fub- 
fultus  tendinum  ; drowfinels  j alienation  of  mind; 
delirium  ; intenfer  rednefs  of  the  eyes  ; hoarfe- 
nefs  ; diftreffing  cough,  almoft  threatening  fuffo- 
cation ; immoderate  hemorrhages  ; loofenefs ; 
convulfions,  and  the  like  *. 

* Hoffman,  1.  c.  fc£i.  i.  c.  vlii.  § y.  Meza,  Comp,  med. 
pradl.fafcis,  1.  c.  xx,  \ 189. 

THE  PROGNOSIS. 

139.  The  prognoftic  marks  already  delivered 
(122.)  may  be  transferred  to  this  place,  as  they 
apply  equally  well  to  the  malignant  fpecies  of  the 
complaint.  But  in  particular  the  malignant 
meafles,  more  efpecially  when  epidemic,  are 
more  fatal  than  the  benign  and  fporadic  kind. 
Hence  their  more  tardy  eruption  is  always  un- 
favourable. Its  being  extended  beyond  three 
days  is  a bad  fign,  for  the  fever,  which  accompa- 
nies it,  as  it  is  more  intenfe  in  the  malignant  fpe- 
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cles,  if  it  be  prolonged  too  much,  may  excite 
very  bad  inflammations.  Nor  do  we  draw  a 
more  favourable  prognofis  from  a flow  eruption, 
returning  at  intervals.  For  it  fhews  languid  vital 
power  of  the  fyftem,  attempting  in  vain  to  force 
out  the  matter.  The  colour  of  the  eruption,  alfo, 
when  it  is  wavering,  when  it  foon  grows  pale, 
or  black,  affords  an  unfavourable  prognofis.  On 
the  eruption  at  length  drawing  to  a clofe,  or  be- 
ginning to  dry,  if  the  fever  docs  not  remit,  con- 
tinuing equally  fevere,  the  patient  is  not  free  of 
danger  *.  The  danger  is  increafed  by  fcorbutic 
fpots,  petechise,  or  the  miliary  eruption,  being 
combined  with  meafles  ; and  ftill  more  if  they 
fupervene  in  the  third  ftage  f.  But  when  the 
difeafe  is  imperfe£lly  refolved,  what  remains  of 
the  morbillous  virus  occafions  cough,  dyfpnoea, 
lofs  of  appetite,  chronic  affections  of  the  eyes, 
and  other  complaints  ; nay,  frequently  it  lays  the 
foundation  of  an  obRinate  diarrhoea,  pulmonary 
confumption,  atrophy,  blear-eyedncfs,  fcrofula, 
fometimes  anafarca,  or  dropfy  But  dropfy, 
anafarca,  and  ftnimous  fwellings  of  the  glands, 
more  frequently  arife  from  the  fcarlet  eruption, 
with  which  meafles  are  fometimes  confounded. 


■*  Morton,  1,  c,  f Hoffman,  1.  c.  § v.  % Morton,  1.  c. 
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CURE  OF  THE  MALIGNANT  MEASLES. 


140.  Moft  of  the  remedies  recommended  in 
the  benign  meafles  (124.  125.  et  feq.)  are  ap- 
plicable to  the  malignant  alfo.  Omitting  the  re- 
capitulation of  them,  therefore,  as  being  fuper- 
fluous  here,  I fhall  only  make  a few  remarks 
more  ftriclly  applying  to  the  prefent  fpecies  of 
the  complaint.  In  the  firft  ftage,  it  ought  to  be 
the  phyfician’s  chief  care  to  confine  the  patients 
two  or  three  days  at  leaft  to  bed  before  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  eruption,  in  order  to  relax  the 
pores  of  the  fkin,  and  render  them  more  pa- 
lutous.  But  they  ought  neither  to  be  covered 
with  more  cloaths,  nor  ought  the  temperature  of 
the  apartment  to  be  greater  than  ufual.  Animal 
foups,  and  ftill  more  folid  animal  food,  ought  to 
be  banifhed  from  the  diet.  It  will 
be  a better  plan  to  confine  the  °uhe 

patients  to  gruel  made  of  oats, 
barley,  or  rice,  but  of  a weak  kind,  with  fome- 
times  a roafted  apple,  or  milk  gently  boiled  with 
three  or  four  times  its  quantity  of  water,  which 
may  fupply  the  double  place  of  meat  and  drink  *. 
I have  already  fhewii  (127.)  when  there  is  occa- 
fion  to  employ  vomiting  or  purg- 
ing. But  it  is  proper  to  attend  to  the 
particular  epidemy  which  is  prevail- 
ing, and  to  try  with  caution  whether  purging 
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proves  ferviccable  or  hurtful.  With  regard  to 
bleeding  in  the  firfl  ftage  of  the  ma- 
^*&'rtufage"  lignaut  iiieafles ; on  account  of  the 
lofs  of  flrength,  and  the  languor 
and  fmallnefs  of  the  pulfe,  it  is  generally  nnnecef- 
fary.  Morton  was  of  opinion  that  for  the  inofl  part 
it  ought  to  be  rejefled.  But  here  alfo  the  remarks 
which  I have  elfewhere  delivered  (125.)  are  ap- 
plicable, particularly  when  the  mcafles  break  out 
prematurely,  and  are  preceded  by  very  violentfever. 

I fliould  look  upon  this  to  be  fuch  a cafe  of  ma- 
lignant meafles  as  Rofen  thinks  requires  the  em- 
ployment of  bleeding,  although  he  appears  to  me  to 
extend  that  remedy  perhaps  too  much  to  all  kinds 
of  malignant  meafles.  But  what  he  has  obferved 
concerning  the  buffy  coat, which  he  affirms  always 
appears  in  the  blood  when  drawn,  does  not  hold 
invariably  ; for  it  is  often  found  by  experience 
to  be  wanting.  When,  however,  the  eruption  is 
flow  of  appearing,  in  confequence  of  the  languid 
motion  of  nature,  Morten  in  preference  employed 
gentle  alexipharmacs,  and  cordials,  that  the  fyflem 
might  be  flimulated  more  powerfully  to  expel 
the  virus.  But  caution  mufl;  be  uled  not  to  in- 
creafe  the  heat  of  the  blood.  Befides  infufions 
of  teil-flowers,  alder,  or  poppy,  taken  warm,  if 
the  eruption  is  too  flow  of  appearing,  fome  cam-  ;i 
phor,  or  fuccinated  fpirit  of  hartf- 
horn,  or  fpiritus  Mindereri,  or  the 
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liquor  anodynus  mineralis  of  Hoffman,  may 
may  be  occafionally  given.  For  by  means  of 
them  the  ftrength  not  only  is  roufed,  but  likewife 
the  fpafras,  with  which  the  fyftem  feems  to  be 
very  much  overcome  in  this  ftage,  are  excellent- 
ly allayed.  It  is  then  alfo  very 
advantageous  to  draw  the  matter  to 
the  furface  by  means  of  dry  cup-  najjjfjjj; 
ping-glaffes,  applied  to  the  whole 
body,  and  occafionally  repeated,  by  bathing  the 
legs,  fomentations,  and  fynapifms.  And  it  may 
not  be  amifs  to  have  recourfe  to  blifters  like- 
wife. 

* Syden.  op.  fe£t.  v.  cap.  iii. 

141.  In  the  fecond  ftage,  or  after  the  erup- 
tion has  t^ken  place,  as  the  fever,  together  with  all 
the  fymptoms,  becomes  aggrava- 
ted, the  difeafe  appears  to  Morton  ftage?' 

to  affume  an  inflammatory  nature. 

He,  therefore,  propofes  bleeding  in  this  ftage  as 
neceffary,  although  he  rejc<fts  it  before  the  erup- 
tion. In  fa<ft,  at  this  period,  either  the  head,  or 
throat,  or  breaft,  or  all  thefe  parts  together,  are  af- 
fected more  violently.  As  fymptoms  of  inflam- 
mation, therefore,  come  on,  why  Ihould  not 
bleeding  be  employed  ? It  is  proper,  particularly 
when  the  prefence  of  peripneumony  is  fufpeCled, 
although  at  the  fame  time  the  mealies  appear  of 
a beautiful  red  colour.  Nay,  if  after  the  firft 

VoL.  II.  ' 1 i 
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bleeding  the  refpiration  and  expedloratlon  do  not 
become  freer,  caufing  an  alleviation  of  the  com- 
plaint, the  bleeding  may  be  repeated  even  a third 
time  ; in  the  mean  time  not  omitting  diluents, 
attenuants,  and  antiphlogiftic  and  demulcent 
means,  together  with  occafional  injections.  If, 

^ neverthelefs,  the  dyfpncea  continues, 

or  the  head  is  affeCted,  or  delirium 
comes  on,  it  becomes  then  neceflary  to  apply 
blifters  to  the  calves  of  the  legs  Morton  alfo 
has  great  reliance  on  them,  and  applies  them  fre- 
quently, both  to  excite  the  ftrength  when  languid, 
and  to  promote  the  eruption  when  it  is  lingering, 
and  imperfect,  or  wavering.  It  is  proper,  how- 
ever, to  know  that  the  malignant  meafles,  e- 
fpecially  when  prevailing  epidemically,  are  rather 
putrid  than  inflammatory  ; in  which  cafe  bleed- 
ing would  be  hurtful.  That  happened  in  the 
epidemy  which  prevailed  in  1763  and  1768  at 
London,  and  has  been  defcribed  by  Watfon. 
Both  in  the  firft  and  fecond  ftage  the  pulfe  was 
quick,  weak,  and  irregular,  accompanied  with 
great  anxiety  ; there  were  frequent  (tools,  and  at 
length  delirium  came  on,  portending  the  patient’s 
diffolution.  On  difTedion  tlie  lungs  and  other 
vifccra  appeared  fphacelated.  Bleeding  generally 
proved  hurtful  j*. 

* Stbrck,  1.  c.  T.  I.  p.  309.  310.  f Med.  Obs.  and  Inq. 
by  a Society  of  P^jjfciatis  in  London^  vol.  iv.  p.  132. 
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142.  But  when  the  eruption  proceeds  flowly, 
occafionally  coining  and  going,  befides  the  re- 
medies employed  both  internally 

' , \ The  imperfea  «- 

and  externally  (140.  ana  I4i-j»  ruption. 

draw  the  morbillous  virus  to  the 
I'urfacc,  he^oartics^  as  they  are  called,  are  recom- 
mended by  many.  Among  thefe,  ^ezoartics. 
powder  of  crabs  claws,  contrayerva- 
root,  diaphoretic  antimony,  and  the  like,  are  enu- 
merated. Hoffman  recommends  two 

, . , ,7  • The  mineral  be- 

in  particular,  the  bezoarticum  mine-  zoartic 
rale,  and  the  fulpbiir  auratum  anti- 
monii,  which  he  affirms  have  the  effed;  both  of 
exciting  gentle  fweating,  and  calling  forth  the  e- 
ruption.  By  means  of  the  former  he  fometimes 
found  the  belly  to  be  relaxed  without  incon- 
venience. He  advifes  a dofe  of 
the  fulphur  auratum  to  the  extent  of 
half  a grain,  or  no  more  than  a 
quarter  of  a grain,  each  time  ; re- 
gulating the  quantity  by  the  patient’s  age 
Like  wife,  when  the  meafles  are  fometimes  red, 
fometimes  pale,  ftill  more  if  they  retire  in,  we 
miift  without  delay  employ  all  the  remedies 
which  I have  already  propofed  (131.).  I have 
already  mentioned  (137.),  that  they  are  fome* 
times  livid,  fometimes  black.  When 

. 1 ^ c r When  they  are 

that  happens  on  account  or  levere  black  otUvid. 
inflammation  of  the  fkin,  induced 

li  2 
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by  a heating  regimen,  and  the  improper  employ- 
ment of  warm  alexipharmacs,  Sydenham  advifes 
the  letting  of  blood  to  prevent  the  acceflion  of  gan-  . 
grene,  which  is  the  higheft  degree  of  inflamma- 
tion. In  that  cafe,  however,  the  fkin,  before  incli- 
ning to  black,  is  generally  not  only  of  a brighter 
red,  blit  alfo  fwelled  and  tenfe.  But  if  the  black 
colour  of  the  meafles  be  conjoined  with  fiac- 
cidity  of  the  Ikin  itfelf,  feeming  to  arife  rather 
from  a vitiated  condition  of  the  fluids,  and  de- 
ficient vital  power  of  the  cutaneous  vcflels,  than 
from  the  violence  of  the  inflammation,  we  mufl; 
have  immediate  recourfe  to  antifeptics  and 
ftrengthening  means,  particularly  the  Peruvian 
bark,  camphor,  elixir  of  vitriol,  fnake-root,  and 
the  like,  omitting  the  bleeding. 

* L.  c.  in  cautel.  § vii.  •{•  Stbrek,  1.  c.  T.  i.  p.  3^4’ 


Hemorrhages. 


143.  Difeharges  of  blood  from  the  nofe  and 
other  parts  often  occur  in  meafles,  more  fre- 
quently in  the  malignant  kind,  but 
particularly  in  the  firfl  and  fecond 
ftages.  It  is  better  to  allow  them  to  go  on  than 
to  check  them  too  foon.  On  which  account 
aftringents  and  opiates  ought  to  be  avoided  *.  If, 
however,  the  blood  is  difeharged  in  too  great 
quantity,  occafioning  palenefs  of  the  face  and  lips, 
coldnefs  of  the  extremities,  and  weaknefs  of  the 
pulfe  ; or  if  the  patient  complains  of  the  approach 
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of  vomiting  or  fainting,  the  he- 

, n 1 1 i-L  j When  they  are  to 

morrhage  mult  then  be  Itopped,  be  Hopped, 
both  by  external  and  internal 
means  f.  Hoffman  afferts  that  his  liquor  anody^- 
nus  mineralis  proves  of  fervice  in  this  cafe.  He 
likewife  defcribes  a mixture  as  being  of  ufe,  the 
bafe  of  which  is  fpirit  of  vitriol  and  diafeordium 
Fracallorii.  For  my  own  part  I prefer  water, 
rendered  (lightly  acid  with  fpirit  of  vitriol,  and  an 
infufion  of  Peruvian  bark. 

* Hoffman,  1,  c.  in  cautel.  § vi.  f Rofen,  1.  c. 

144.  For  alleviating  the  troublefome,  dry,  and 
fuffocating  cough,  we  employ  a decodion  of 
barley,  and  an  infufion  of  althsea, 
of  the  flowers  of  violets,  verbafeum, 
or  red  poppy,  adding  a fourth  or  fifth  part  of 
milk,  along  with  paregorics  at  night.  Likewife 
oily  lindtufes  are  commonly  recommended 
But  if  the  cough  is  moift,  while  the 
expedtoration,  on  account  of  its  vif-  ™ vifcid'^S' 
cidity,  comes  off  with  difficulty,  we 
muff  employ  inciding  and  attenuant  remedies, 
fuch  as  fimple  oxymel,  and  oxymel  of  fquills,  or 
the  fyrupus  eryfimi  of  Lobelius,  flowers  of  fulphur 
and  benzoin,  kermes  mineral,  and  infufions  of 
penny-royal,  hyffop,  veronica,  tuffi- 
lago  When  a loofenefs  is  alfo 
added  to  the  violent  cough,  in  confequence  of  a 

Ii3 


The  dry  cough. 


The  diarrhoea. 
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part  of  the  acrid  morblllous  matter  irritating  the 
inteftines,  a fifth  part  of  milk,  added  to  an  infu- 
fion  of  alder-flowers,  and  taken  off*  warm,  is  faid 
to  alleviate  both  fymptoms  ijl.  But  if  a diarrhcea 
comes  on  at  any  time, — particularly  at  the  pre- 
fent,  when  it  might  occafion  the  ftrlking  in  of 
the  eruption, — and  becomes  immoderate,  it  ought 
undoubtedly  to  be  allayed  by  means  of  diaco- 
’dium,  laudanum,  diafcordium,  theriac,  rhubarb, 
abforbent  powders,  Peruvian  bark,  cafcarilla,  and 
the  like ; but  efpecially  when  the  diarrhoea  re- 
mains after  the  mcafles  have  been  difculTed,  and 
there  is  any  danger  of  its  becoming  chronic. 

When  the  throat  is  painful  and  in- 
flamed,  I have  already  fhewn  the 
remedies  to  be  employed  (130.). 
I may  add^  however,  that  it  mufl  be  gently 
gargled  with  an  emollient  decodion,  and  that  a 
cataplafm,  with  mufl:ard-feed,  muft  be  applied 
around  the  neck,  which  ought  to  be  removed  on 
the  Ikin  becoming  red  \\. 

* The  Eclegma  oleofum  of  Rofen  : 
pi,  Vitell.  ovor.  n.  i.  ol.  amygd.  dulc.  s.  i.  exprefs.  et  recentifs. 
unc.  ij-  bene  fuba£t-  add.  decodi.  hord.  mund.  unc.  ij.  fyrup. 
altha:iE  unc.  i. 

Another  which  I employ  : 

P,  Gummi  Arabic!  drach.  ij.  folvat.  in  emulf.  fern,  melon. 
' unc.  iij.  deinde  add.  ol.  amygd.  dulc.  recentifs.  fin.  ign.  ex- 
prefii  unc.  i.  fs.  fyrup.  pap.  alb.  a drach.  ij.  ad  unc.  i.  pro 
ratione  setat.  Dctur  fubinde  pan'um  cochlear. 
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f The  formulx  of  Storck : 

^ Nitri  pur.  drach.  1.  antitn.  diaph.  non  ablut.  drach.  i.  -oxy- 
mel  fimplic.  unc.  i.  fs.  Syrup,  papar.  errat.  unc.  i.  fs.  Aq. 
florum.  fambuc.  unc.  vilj.  AI.  Dentur  duo  cochlear,  altern. 
hor.  et  defuper  hauriatur  vafcul.  infufi  flor.  Sainbuc  et  malvae. 

Anotlier  more  efficacious  one  of  his  : 

^ Nitr.  pur.  dr.  fs.  ftib.  diaph.  non.  ablut.  dr.  i.  fs.  Oxym. 
fcill.  unc.  ij.  fyr.  flor.  rhocad.  unc.  i.  Aq.  faenicul.  unc.  viij. 
M.  d.  ut  fupra.  ^ 

Another  of  his : 

Kerm.  min.  gr.  i. 

Sacchar.  alb.  gr.  x. 

M.  f.  pulv.  tenuifs.  Sumatur  tails  fmg.  duab.  vel  trib, 
horis. 

} Rofcn,  1.  c.  II  Id.  ib. 

145.  The  fweats,  alfo,  with  which  the  patients 
are  fometimes  wafted,  efpecially  in  the  fecond 
and  third  ftage,  claim  attention.  If 

° . The  fweat. 

the  fheets  or  linen  become  wet  with 
them,  they  ought  to  be  carefully  changed, . Dry 
and  flightly  warm  or>es  muft  be  fubftituted  in  their 
place,  but  with  caution,  left  the  patient  catch  cold, 
or  too  much  heat  be  applied.  For  corrugation  of 
the  fkin  may  be  produced  in  both  ways,  and  the 
expulfion  of  the  fomes  thus  prevented.  The  fame 
caution  ought  to  be  ufed  with  regard  to  chan- 
ging the  bed.  ^But  particular  care  muft  be  taken 
that  the  patient  is  not  fuddenly  removed  from  a 
warm  to  a cold  one.  In  confequence  of  negled:- 
ing  this  neceftary  caution,  Hoffman  once  obferved 
death  occafioned  within  a few  hours.  At  the 

li  4 
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commencement  of  the  third  ftage,  when  the 
eruption  begins  to  difappear,  we  muft  not  defift 
from  employing  the  regimen  and  the  demulcent 
and  gently  diaphoretic  remedies  already  recom- 
mended (134.)  in  the  cure  of  the  benign  mealies ; 
unlefs  the  acceflion  of  a critical  diarrhoea  be  fore- 
feen  (134,).  On  the  fever  being  at  length  over- 
come, and  the  cough  rendered  milder,  if  not  in- 
tirely  removed,  while  the  exficcation  of  the 
mealies  and  defquamation  have  already  taken 
place,  the  patient  in  general'  ought  to  be  kept 
quiet  for  fome  days,  and  guard  againft  the  cold 
air,  which  is  extremely  hurtful  f.  Nay,  fome 
advife  the  keeping  up  of  the  cutaneous  perfpira- 
tion  for  fome  weeks,  by  diuretic  infufions,  fpare 
diet,  and  by  cooling  and  diluent  decoctions  of 
fcorzonera-root,  fuccory,  liquorice,  bark,  falfafras, 
and  fometimes  allb  farfaparilla  ij:,  interpofing 
once  a-week  purging  by  means  of  cathartics 
(135.)  accommodated  to  the  patient’s  age,  tempe-; 
rament,  and  habit  of  body. 

* L.  c.  in  cautel.  § viii.  f Storck,  I.  c.  p.  310.  J Hoff- 
man ib  in  cautel.  § ix. 


SECONDARY  DISEASES. 


146.  Of  the  difeafes  which  fucceed  to  mealies, 
efpecially  the  malignant  ones,  the  moll  frequent  ot 
all  is  peripneumony,  which  hidden ly 

Feripneumony.  , r • r i 

fupervenes  on  the  exliccation  01  the 


I 


OF  THE  MEASLfS. 


5/^ 

eruption,  attended  with  extreme  danger,  and  fre- 
quently proving  fatal.  When  it  happens,  there 
is  immediate  occafion  for  letting  blood,  and 
employing  the  fame  method  of  treatment 
which  is  adapted  to  peripneiimonic  and  pleuri- 
tic patients  \,I36.).  But,  on  the  fever  fubfi- 
ding,  and  the  pneumonic  inflammation  being 
removed,  we  mufl:  have  recourfe  to  hydro- 
gala^  to  allay  the  cough  foon,  and  prevent  the 
other  complaints  that  may  be  apprehended  to 
arife  from  the  acrimony  of  the  morbillous  poi- 
fon  Sometimes  the  peripneumony,  if  it  is  not 
refolved,  terminates  in  fuppuration.  In  that  cafe 
the  patients  cough  perpetually,  flii- 
rer  m the  evening,  are  warm  at  fuppuration. 
night,  and  are  bedewed  with  fweat 
and  left  weak  in  the  morning.  The  expectoration 
at  the  fame  time  is  purulent.  They  are  to  be  cu- 
red, like  other  patients  labouring  under  fuppura- 
tion, by  means  of  whey,  ptifans,  and  a decoCtion 
of  Peruvian  bark,  occafionally  taken.  But  if 
there  be,  in  addition  to  the  purulent  expectora- 
tion, hoarfenefs,  emaciation,  and  a flight  conti- 
nued flow  fever,  w'c  can  no  longer  entertain  a 
doubt  of  the  prefence  of  phthifis  pulmonalis.  In 
which  cafe,  milk,  diluted  with  foinc  peCtoral  wa- 
ter, muft  be  drunk  frequently,  to  the  extent  of  at 
leafl;  three  pounds  daily,  interpofing  feveral  times 
in  the  day  a glafs  of  the  decoClion  of  bark,  and, 
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if  the  ftrength  permit,  employing  walking,  or 
riding  in  the  pure  air  of  the  fields. 

* Stbrck,  1.  c.  p.  3T4-  t P-3*2.  Rofen,  I. c. 

I 

147.  Nor  is  it  an  uncommon  thing,  after  the 
exficcation  and  drying  of  the  meafles,  for  a con- 
tinued remittent  fever,  or  amphlme- 

An  amphimerina.  . , r t'  1 1 • 1 

rina,  to  be  left  behind,  without  any 
fymptom  of  fuppuration,  or  ulceration  of  the 
lungs,  which,  if  it  is  negleded,  either  becomes 
an  acute  one,  and  fuddenly  proves  fatal,  or  rea- 
dily paffes  into  an  heftic,  by  which  the  patient 
is  dowdy  cut  off.  Morton  fays  that  it  may  be 
cafily  checked  by  employing  the  Peruvian  bark. 

The  cough,  likewdfe,  after  the  def- 

Thc  cough,  of  the  meafies,  fome- 

times  continues  extremely  obftinate.  Though  it 
be  eafily  overcome  by  pcdorals,  or  gradually 
goes  off  of  its  own  accord  after  the  benign 
meafies  ; yet,  when  it  fucceeds  to  the  malignant, 
it  is  both  of  longer  duration,  and  more  fevere 
and  dangerous,  on  account  of  its  vei*y  frequently 
paffing  into  phthifis  pulmonalis.  It  rnuft,  there- 
fore, be  oppofed  firft  by  bleeding,  fometimes  even 
repeated,  then  by  pedtorals,  and  the  Peruvian 
bark  given  liberally,  and  in  the  evening  by  pare- 
gorics. And  it  is  not  unfrequently  removed  by 
interpofmg  cathartics  "j*. 

* Sydenham.  t Morton, 
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The  diarrhcEa. 


148.  Nor  is  the  diarrhoea,  which  is  left  by  the 
mealies,  lefs  troublefome  and  obftinate.  It  ought 
to  be  treated  lirft  with  toafted  rhu- 
barb, myrobalans,  and  the  fixed 
alkaline  powders,  then  with  paregorics  containing 
opium,  Peruvian  bark,  cafcarilla,  and  other 
antifeptic  ftrengthening  remedies  *.  The  eyes 
alfo  do  not  efcape  free  from  their  peculiar  difor- 
ders.  At  the  departure  of  the 
meafles  they  are  often  attacked  with  ’ 
the  mod  violent  ophthalmia.  A/Vhen  it  is  but 
flight,  they  receive  great  relief  from  the  applica- 
tion of  leeches  to  the  temples,  or  below  the 
eyes  f*  When  it  is  more  fevere,  however,  it  is 
neceffary  to  open  the  jugular  vein  :j;  ; and  after- 
wards to  purge  the  belly  repeatedly.  Morton  is 
of  opinion  that  blifters  in  this  cafe  are  of  no  fer- 
vice  ; while  Rofen  puts  no  fmall  faith  in  them, 
provided  they  be  applied  fmall  to  each  ear.  He 
likewife  afferts,  that  dry  cupping-glaffes  prove 
ferviceable.  A cataplafm  of  the  pulp  of  fweet 
apples,  roafled  and  beat  up  with  new  milk,  ap- 
plied externally,  has  a Vv'ondcrful  effedl  in  allay- 
ing the  pain,  and  refolving  the  inflammation. 
Some  add  a little  camphor,  but  it  is  not  cafily 
borne,  unlefs  after  the  inflammation  has  been  di- 
minifhed,  and  the  pain  completely  removed. 

^ Morton,  1.  c.  f Rofen,  1.  e.  % Morton,  1.  c. 
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J49.  Among  the  difeafes  which  are  the  fequcl 
of  theimperfedlrefolutionof  meafles. 

Glandular  fweil-  i 

ings,  anafarca,  Morton  likewife  enumerates  glan- 

and  aCcircs.  11^11*  r*  1/**  I 

dular  iwellings,  anaiarca,  and  alci- 
tes.  For  difcuffing  the  fwelling  and  induration 
of  the  glands,  refolving  means,  attenuants,  and  fu- 
dorifics,  are  proper;  nor  are  external  emollient  and 
gently  difeutient  applications  improper.  Among 
thefe  the  principal  are,  calomel,  diagrydium,  mil- 
lipedes, and  a decodlion  of  farfaparilla,  burdock, 
bark-root,  and  the  like.  In  the  cafe  of  anafarca  and 
afeites,  after  employing  gentle  cathartics  and  diu- 
retics, chalybeates  are  faid  to  be  found  ferviceable,  > 
occafionally  interpofing  gentle  cathartics  given  per  t 

epicraftn;  as  rhubarb,  tindura  facra,  the  pilula  tar-  | 
tareee  of  Bontius,  thole  of  Becher,  the  pilules  fcil- 
litices  of  the  Edinburgh  Difpenfatory,  and  the  1 
like.  But  enough  of  thefe  for  the  prefent.  Who-  | 
ever  defires  more  ample  information  may  confult  f 
what  is  delivered  under  the  head  of  each  difeafe.  » 
* Morton,  1.  c.  f 

THE  ANOMALOUS  MEASLES.  | 

1 50.  It  remains  for  me  to  fay  fomething  of  | 
the  arvDraalous  meafles,  of  which  I made  men- 
tion already  (i  iq.).  For  although  I 
In  what  the  ano-  i ihcwed  that  the  anomalous, 

malous  diners 

from  the  maiig-  irregulai*  mcaflcs,  are  taken  by 

rant  difeafe. 

moft  for  the  malignant  ones,  and 
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that  there  is  no  difference  between  them  ; yet,  as 
1 then  obferved,  it  appears  to  me  that  that  name 
applies  more  properly  to  that  fpecies  of  meafles 
which  recedes  moft  from  the  ordinary  courfe  of 
the  complaint.  Nor  do  the  meafles,  which  arc 
anomalous  in  this  fenfe,  always  fliew  the  other 
marks  of  the  malignant  kind  in  fuch  a manner  as 
to  agree  intirely  with  it.  For  it  has  been  occa- 
lionally  obferved,  in  fome  cafes  of  this  kind  of 
anomalous  meafles,  that,  on  the  eruption  happen- 
ing, all  the  fymptoms,  and  the  fever  itfelf,  have 
immediately  fublided,  which  I have  already 
fhewn  to  be  the  inofl  chara£teriftic  mark  of  the 
benign  fpecies.  Hence  I am  inclined  to  believe, 
that  fuch  an  anomaly  may  occur  both  in  the  ma- 
lignant and  benign  meafles,  and  that  it  ought  to 
be  confidered  as  an  occafional  variety  of  both  of 
them. 

15 1.  But  to  place  the  matter  in  a clearer  light, 
it  will  be  very  proper  to  take  a furvey  of  the  ano- 
malies which  occurred  pretty  com- 
monly at  Florence  in  the  epidemy 
of  1749  and  1750,  as  remarked  by 
that  very  profound  and  able  phyficlan  Tozzetti  *. 
In  the  firft  place,  he  mentions,  that  in  feven  pa- 
tients, after  the  ufual  preceding  fymptoms,  a 
pretty  thick  eruption  took  place ; but  that  on  the 
very  fame  day  fome  flight  pains  arofe  in  the 
epigaftric  region,  which  feemed  to  be  fpafmodic, 


OF  THE  MEASLES. 


510 

and  that  they  were  in  a (hort  time  removed  by 
a copious,  thin,  and  bilious  diarrhoea,  which  con- 
tinued gently,  and  without  any  other  fymptom, 
for  about  two  days : That  immediately  on  the 
acceflion  of  the  diarrhoea  the  meaflcs  difappeared  ; 
that  the  fever  and  cough,  which  was  extremely 
troublefome  before,  fubfided  intirely  ; nor,  after 
the  diarrhoea  ftopt,  did  any  inconvenience,  ex- 
cept fome  degree  of  weaknefs,  remain.  He  next 
learnt  that  the  fever  preceding  the  eruption  at 
one  time  refembles  the  type  ot  a double  tertian, 
and,  on  the  eruption  taking  place,  wholly  difap- 
pears  ; that  at  another  it  repeats  its  courfes  pe- 
riodically for  feveral  days  before  the  eruption 
breaks  out,  which  happens  chiefly  in  adults.  He 
morever  fometimes  faw  in  other  patients  the  fe- 
ver of  the  fira  ftage,  like  catarrhal  fevers,  and  in- 
deed acute  ones,  accompanied  with  fwclling  and 
rednefs  of  the  throat,  and  a terrible  cough,  ex- 
tended to  the  feventh  day  before  the  appearance 
of  the  eruption, — which  I have  already  faid  is 
’ fometimes  peculiar  to  the  malignant  kind,  »and 
not  leave  the  patients  till  other  four  or  five  days, 
when  the  exficcation  and  refolution  of  the  meafles 
took  place. 

* Prim.  Raccclt  (Tojferv.  p.  lOl. 

152.  Laftly,  he  gives  an  account  of  the  irre- 
gular meafles,  which,  as  being  ot  rare  occurrence, 
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deferves  to  be  recorded.  A very  refpedtable  lady, 
Maria  Bricida  Dandini,  fearing  that 

® , An  account  of  the 

fhe  and  her  children  would  be  at-  irregular,  but 

tacked  with  mealies,  which  then  ^ 

prevailed  in  the  part  of  the  country  where  fhe  re- 
fided,  never  having  experienced  the  difeafe  be- 
fore, on  the  4th  of  November  1750  removed  a- 
long  with  her  family  to  Florence.  On  the  night 
of  the  day  when  fhe  came  to  town,  fhe  was  at- 
tacked immediately  after  midnight  with  a fever, 
accompanied  with  great  cold,  fucceeded  by  a fi- 
milar  accellion  next  day,  immediately  after  noon ; 
in  fuch  a manner  that  there  were  not  only  two 
accclfions  within  the  twenty-four  hours,  but  they 
returned  periodically  for  twenty-four  days,  in  all 
refpefts  refembling  a double  remitting  quotidian. 
Every  acceflion  commenced  with  cold,  which 
was  more  intenfe,  however,  in  the  nodturnal 
ones,  and  they  were  always  accompanied  with 
convulfive  cough,  and  fome  difficulty  of  breath- ' 
ing.  Some  of  them  were  fo  much  milder  and 
fhorter  than  others,  that  at  times  they  feemed  to 
have  an  intermilfion  ; although,  in  general,  fuc- 
ceeding  each  other  without  any  apyrexia,  they 
rendered  the  fever  perfectly  continued.  But  as 
there  were  no  fymptoms  of  mealies,  the  fever 
was  oppofed,  though  unfuccefsfully,  by  two 
bleedings,  diluents  and  correctives  in  great  abun- 
dance ; and,  laltly,  by  the  Peruvian  bark. 
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Nor  did  the  appearance  of  the  catamenia,  which 
came  on  about  the  middle  of  the  difeafe,  prove 
of  any  fervice.  As  the  patient,  therefore,  in 
twenty-four  days  had  experienced  exadly  forty- 
eight  paroxyfms,  in  the  beginning  of  the  twenty- 
fifth  day,  precifely  at  one  in  the  morning,  the  ac- 
cefhon,  as  ufual,  attacked  her  with  fuch  violence, 
being  accompanied  with  great  cold,  convulfions,  ex- 
treme agitation,  anxiety,  and  a conftant  fuffocating 
cough,  that  her  hufband  Tozzetti  was  extremely 
apprehenfive  of  a very  violent  peripneumonia 
coming  on.  On  which  account,  when  he  was 
deliberating  at  day-break  about  repeating  the 
bleeding,  the  whole  fkin  was  found  covered  with 
ineafles.  He  then  entertained  hopes  that  the  difeafe 
would  be  refolved  by  this  excretion.  And,  indeed, 
as  the  eruption, — which  was  very  full  and  thick, 
proceeded  all  the  terrible  fymptoms,  which  I have 
already  mentioned,  were  gradually  allayed,  and 
towards  the  end  of  the  fourth  day  from  the  com- 
mencement of  the  eruption,  the  exficcation  and 
defquamation  of  the  meafles  beginning  to  take 
place,  the  fever,  cough,  and  every  other  trouble- 
fome  fymptom,  difappeared,  leaving  behind  them 
only  the  ufual  weaknefs.  This  cafe  of  meafles 
may  be  named  anomalous^  but  not  malignant^  be- 
caufe,  as  happens  in  the  benign  kind,  on  the  e- 
ruption  taking  place,  the  fever  along  with  the 
other  fymptoms  ceafed. 
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I That  the  want  of  a cafe  of  anomalous 
malignant  meafles  may  not  be  regretted,  I lhall 
fubjoln  another  cafe  of  meafles,  not 

, r • 1 1 r r A cafi  of  anoma- 

lels  irregular,  taken  from  the  lame  lous,  but  maiig- 
author*,  the  firfl:  ftage  of  which  meaQes. 

was  not  only  very  long  and  unufual,  but  the  fe- 
cond  alfo,  in  which  the  eruption  took  place 
about  the  back  firfl:,  as  is  generally  the  cafe 
in  malignant  meafles,  was  much  more  fe- 
vere.  A nun,  of  twenty-four  years  of  age, 
of  a very  robufl:  habit  of  body,  in  February 
1750,  was  attacked  with  a convulfive  cough, 
which  grew  worfe  daily.  About  the  end  of 
the  fame  month  fhe  began  to  be  aflfefted  with 
flight  fever,  during  the  acceflTions  of  which  fhe 
complained  of  confufion  of  the  head,  unufual  dry- 
nefs  and  ftrifture  at  the  cheft,  rendering  the  re- 
fpiration  difficult.  Thefe  attacks  of  fever  grow- 
ing worfe,  and  the  cough  being  fo  much  increafed, 
that  on  the  ieventh  of  March  it  occafioned  a great 
difcharge  of  blood  from  the  nofe  ; a vein  was 
opened  in  the  foot,  though  without  any  relief 
to  thefe  fymptoms.  Nay,  the  fymptoms  flill 
continuing  to  grow  worfe  daily,  at  length,  on  the 
thirteenth  of  the  fame  month,  her  back  appeared 
covered  with  red  fpots.  The  phyficianbeganto  fuf- 
ped;  the  prefence  of  meafles,  although  flie  was 
faid  to  have  already  laboured  under  them  twice  ; 
VoL.  II.  Kk 
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and  he  was  led  the  rather  to  fufped  this,  on  ac- 
count of  others  of  the  fifterhood  in  the  fame 
nunnery,  and  at  the  fame  time,  having  been  at- 
tacked with  the  fame  difeafe  a fecond,  and  even 
a third  time.  Towards  the  evening  of  the  four- 
teenth day,  as  the  fpots  appeared  diftind,  al- 
thougli  they  were  mixed  with  other  puftules,  to 
whieh  the  had  been  fubjed,  the  phyfician 
remained  no  longer  in  doubt.  The  face,  in 
partieular,  was  very  full  of  them.  The  (kin, 
here  and  there,  verged  on  a violet  and  red 
colour.  The  fever  raged  with  extreme  violence. 
The  cough  was  more  urgent,  accompanied  with 
anxiety,  and  intolerable  pain  at  the  cheft.  As 
thefe  fymptoms  did  not  abate  next  day,  which 
was  the  fifteenth,  feven  ounces  of  blood  were 
taken  from  the  arm,  and  it  was  found  to 
be  very  inflammatory.  On  the  eighteenth  the 
fpots  began  to  become  pale,  and  the  urine,  which 
for  fome  days  before  had  been  paffed  very  fpa- 
ringly,  was  now  voided  in  greater  quantity. 
But  the  violence  of  the  fever  remained  without 
any  alleviation,  while  the  cough  and  pain  of  the 
breafl  continued  even  to  the  twenty-ninth  day ; 
the  mealies  recurring  occafionally  even  after- 
wards. She  at  laft  recovered  from  the  complaint, 
but  not  until  flie  had  laboured  a long  time  under 
a very  bad  ftate  of  health. 

* Id.  ib.  p.  105. 
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The  Measles,  unaccompanied  with  an  Eruption. 

154.  In  the  fame  manner  as  finall-pox  occur 
without  puftules,  accordincr  to  the 

_ ° , Mfafles  unattend- 

obfervations  of  the  moft  experien-  ed  withancrup- 
ced  praftitloners,  being  attended 
merely  with  the  variolous  fever,  as  will  be  here- 
after fliewn  ; fo  the  morbillous  fever,  or  meafles 
without  the  eruption,  it  is  faid  occafionally  hap- 
pens during  the  epidemic  prevalence  of  the  com- 
plaint. Nay,  we  have  the  authority  of  De  Haen, 
that  fuch  fevers  are  of  frequent  occurrence,  and 
that  they  really  merit  the  name  of  morbillous^  be- 
caufe  they  attack  in  the  fame  manner,  are  accom- 
panied with  the  fame  lymptoms,  and  proceed  as  if 
the  meafles  were  about  to  break  out,  but  do  not 
The  moft  convincing  argument  that  they  are  fo  in 
fadl  is  afforded,  not  only  by  the  actual  prefence 
of  meafles  prevailing  epidemically,  and  by  all  the 
fymptoras  peculiar  to  the  firft  ftage  of  the  com- 
plaint, with  which  they  are  attended,  but  alio  by 
the  method  of  cure,  to  which  they  yield,  wifich  is 
prccifely  the  fame  as  that  which  is  calculated  for 
meafles.  But  the  matter  of  fa<ft  is  fo  firmly  efta- 
bliflied  by  obfervation  as  to  be 

placed  beyond  all  difputc.  Nor  is  'SL'IimrC 
it  a thing  that  admits  of  no  pro-  happen, 
bable  explanation  ; for,  if  the  morbillous  miafma, 
which  on  being  taken  into  thr;  fymp'om  created 
the  fever,  when  forced  to  the  furface  finds  a 

Kk  2 
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ready  outlet,  by  which  it, is  exhaled  without  de- 
lay, or  of  itfelf  is  fo  thin,  and  probably  fo  diluted 
with  watery  fluid,  as  to  be  evaporated  without  in- 
jury to  the  perfpiratory  pores;  or  if,  without  going 
to  the  fkin,  it  fecretly  efcapes  to  the 'bowels,  or 
kidneys,  and  is  excreted  by  them  ; a reafon  may 
be  ealily  alflgned  to  account  for  the  meafles  fome- 
times  occurring  unaccompanied  with  an  eruption. 

* De  Haen.  Febr.  dtv.  div.  vi.  § vl. 

The  Febris  Morbillosa  of  Sydemham. 


The  febris  mor- 
billofa. 


155.  In  the  year  1674,  when  the  malignant, 

or  anomalous,  meafles  prevailed  epidemically,  a 

fever,  which  Sydenham  called  fe~ 

hris  morhillofa  *,  prevailed  fporadi- 

cally.  It  was  very  fevere,  but 

evidently  of  the  fame  kind  as  that  in  meafles, 

and  was  prolonged  for  fourteen  days,  nay, 

fometimes  even  beyond  that  period.  In  it  an 

eruption  appeared,  firrlilar  to  meafles,  upon 

the  trunk  of  the  body,  particularly  upon  the 

back  of  the  neck  and  flioulders.  Befides,  it 

required  juft  the  fame  method  of  treatment  to 

W'hich  the  meafles  yielded.  But  becaufe  it  did 

not  occupy  the  whole  body,  as  the  regular 

meafles  do,  it  therefore  appeared  that  there  was 

fome  difference  between  them  and  it.  But  fo 

flight  does  this  difference  appear, 

compared  with  the' other  fymptoms 

unUisin  appear-  mealies  already  enumerated,  that 
anec.  ^ . 

I have  no  manner  of  doubt  of  its 
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having  been  in  fa6t  a particular  variety  of  the 
anomalous  and  malignant  mealies. 

* Oper.  fe£l.  v.  c.  3.  p.  267. 


156.  The  rubeola  varlolodes  of  Sauvages  * by  no 
means  belongs  to  the  mealies,  as  not  only  he  him- 
felf  is  difpofed  to  believe  that  it  is  a 

. , r • • r r n rubeola  va- 

partKuiar  ipecies,  or  variety  or  Imall-  rioiodes  of  Sau- 
pox,  but  the  defeription  of  it  given  by 
Buxer  "f,  and  quoted  by  Sauvages,  Ihews  that 
is  fo  in  facfl.  For  it  immediately  appears  from  it, 
that  this  difeafe  differed  very  widely  from  mealies, 
and  approached  more  nearly  to  fmall-pox.  Like- 
wife  Douglas  has  deferibed  a difeafe :{;,  which  is 
named  by  Sauvages  rubeola  angi- 

r 1 • 1 rubeola  an> 

uo/aj  which  appears  to  me  rather  to  ginofa  of  the 

. , . 1 fame  author. 

have  been  a malignant  aphthous  an- 
gina, accompanied  with  the  miliary  eruption, 
than  any  fpecies  of  meafles. 

f Nofol.meth.  cl.  3.  ord.  L gen.  iv.  fpec.  3.  f Journ.  de 
Med.T  .'Jx.  p.  81.  J Ed’inb.  med.  vol.  iv. 


TJx  Inoculation  of  the  Measles. 

^57*  imitation  of  the  inoculation  of  fmall- 
pox,  that  of  mealies  alfo  has  been  attempted. 
Dr  Home  of  Edinbiirgli  is  faid  to  be  the  firll  who 
tried  it  It  is  inftituted  without  any  previous 
preparation.  Some  cotton  is  tinged  with  the 
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blood  taken  from  any  part  covered  with  the  cnip* 
tion,  by  means  of  a fmall  opening.  The  cotton 
is  bound  by  a ligature  to  a fmall  wound  made  in 
each  arm  of  the  perfon  to  be  inoculated.  Per- 
haps, alfo,  without  any  opening  made  in  the  fkin, 
the  cotton  thus  tinged  and  bound  to  the  bare  arm 
would-  communicate  the  contagion  with  equal 
certainty.  Others,  inftead  of  the  blood,  employ 
the  faliva,  or  tears  difeharged  by  the  patients  du- 
ring the  time  of  the  crifis  ; or  the  fmall  fcales  that 
fall  off  from  their  body  ; for  in  all  thefe  ways  the 
contagion  is  faid  to  be  communicated.  On  the 
fixth  day  after  the  inoculation  a gentle  fever  ge- 
nerally arifes,  accompanied  with  a very  flight 
cough,  without  drowfmefs  and  inflammatory 
fymptoms  ; and  neither  do  hedic  fever,  nor 
cough,  nor  inflammation  of  the  eyes,  ufually  fuc- 
ceed  to  the  complaint  J.  They  therefore  contend, 
that  a very  mild  complaint,  accompanied  with 
very  flight  fymptoms,  arife  from  it.  Neverthelefs 
the  inoculation  of  the  meafles  has  had  fo  few 
followers,  that  it  has  at  length  fallen  into  almofl: 
total  difufe.  Dubofque  de  la  Roberdiere  ||  con- 
fiders  it’  as  the  caule  of  meafles  being  faid  to 
have  returned  more  than  once  in  the  fame  per- 
fon. Vogel  §,  however,  thinks  that  it  is  nei- 
ther ufclefs,  nor  to  be  contemned,  in  the  cafe  of 
a peftilential  epidemic,  in  which,  as  the  danger  is 
very  great,  fo  it  is  proper  by  all  means  to  render 
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the  difeafe  milder,  which  it  feems  highly  probable 
may  be  obtained  by  inoculation. 

* Prindp.  Med.  lib.  2.  fe£l.  8.  f Alex.  Monro  jun.  On 
thi  Lymphatics.  Vogel  I)e  cogn.  et  curand.  hum.  corp.  ajfedl. 
$135.  J Home,  1.  c.  ||  Journ.  de  Med.T. 

p.  254.  J L.  c. 
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